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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

MARCH 12, 2023 

MESSAGE: 1 John 2:21-3:3—No Shaking in Shame 
(Pastor Fisher) 
 
THE INTRODUCTION 

 

   HIDDEN IN A KETTLE OF VULTURES 

 

MIMICRY 

 

   Christian Mimicry 

 

John 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me. 

 

John 12:26  If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and 
where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves 
me, the Father will honor him. 

 

1 Peter 2:21  For to this you have been called, because Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 
might follow in his steps. 

 

   The Mimicry of AntiChrist 

 
2 Corinthians 11:12-14  And what I am doing I will continue 
to do, in order to undermine the claim of those who would 
like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the 
same terms as we do.  (13)  For such men are false apostles, 
deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of 
Christ.  (14)  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself 
as an angel of light. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-10  The coming of the lawless one is by 
the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and 
wonders,  (10)  and with all wicked deception for those who 
are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so 
be saved. 

 

Not New 

 

Not Prophetically or Spiritually Guided 

 

     VICTORY WITHIN REACH? 

 

Psalms 2:2  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against 
his Anointed, saying,  (3)  "Let us burst their bonds apart and 
cast away their cords from us." 

 

Psalms 2:10-12  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, 

O rulers of the earth.  (11)  Serve the LORD with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling.  (12)  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 
and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 

THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST IS 

NOT GUIDED BY A TIMELINE 

 

John 8:44b He was a murderer from the beginning, and does 

not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a 

liar and the father of lies.  

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

   TRUTH AND LIES 

 

1 John 2:21-23  I write to you, not because you do not 
know the truth, but because you know it, and 
because no lie is of the truth.  (22)  Who is the liar but 
he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 
antichrist, he who denies the Father and the 
Son.  (23)  No one who denies the Son has the Father. 
Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 

 

Why He Writes 

 

     To Whom He Writes: All the Anointed 

 

1 John 2:20  But you have been anointed by the Holy One, 
and you all have knowledge. 

 

In question 32 it asks: ‘But why are you called 

a Christian?’  

 

The answer is: ‘Because through faith I share 

in Christ and thus in his anointing, I am anointed to 

confess his name, offer myself as a living sacrifice of 

gratitude to him, and fight against sin and the devil with 

a free and good conscience throughout this life, and 

hereafter rule with Him in eternity over all creatures.’ 

HC 

   

 The Anointed Know the Truth 

 

I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, 
but because you know it, and because no lie is of the 
truth. 

 

         About What? 
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1 John 2:20  But you have an anointing from the Holy One, 
and you know all things. 

 

         Lie Detectors 

 

Acts 17:10-11  The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas 
away by night to Berea, and when they arrived they went 
into the Jewish synagogue.  (11)  Now these Jews were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word 
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if 
these things were so. 

 

             Two People of the Cloth 

 

John 8:31-32  So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed 
him, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples,  (32)  and you will know the truth, and the truth will 
set you free." 

 

For everyone who does not confess that Jesus Christ 

has come in the flesh is an anti-Christ”; and whosoever 

does not confess the testimony of the Cross is of the 

devil: and whosoever perverts the oracles of the Lord 

for his own lusts, and says that there is neither 

resurrection nor judgment—this man is the first-born of 

Satan.” POLYCARP to the Philippians 

 

What He Writes About 

 

1 John 2:22  Who is the liar but he who denies that 
Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who 
denies the Father and the Son. 

 

    Truth Deniers (Liars Identified) 

 

         If Not, Who Can Be? 

      

1 John 1:8 & 10  If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  (10)  If we say we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

        The Nature of The Falsifier 

 

We now see that Christ, is denied, whenever those 

things which peculiarly belong to him, are taken away 

from him. And as Christ is the end of the law and of the 

gospel, and has in himself all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge, so he is the mark at which all heretics 

level and direct their arrows. CALVIN 

 

        You Can’t have One without the Other 

 

John 10:30  “I and the Father are one." 

 

John 5:21-23  For as the Father raises the dead and gives 
them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.  (22)  The 
Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the 
Son,  (23)  that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the 
Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father who sent him. 

 

    The Truth 

 

1 John 2:23  No one who denies the Son has the 
Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father 
also. 

 

 I Believe in God, but Not Jesus 

 

 

1 Timothy 2:5-6  …here is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  (6)  who gave 
himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at 
the proper time. 

 

John reveals the heart of the gospel: God the Father 

has sent his Son Jesus Christ to redeem sinners. If a 

person rejects Jesus Christ, he also rejects God the 

Father and nullifies the message of the gospel of Christ. 

Such a person, writes John, is the antichrist. 

HENDRIKSEN 

 

1 John 4:9-10  In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through him.  (10)  In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. 

 

Matthew 11:27  All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

 

 REALIZING WHAT WE ARE UP AGAINST 

o Nothing new, but ancient. 

o Something insidious. 

o Something that can be overcome by 

faith. 

  

 CALLING IT WHAT IT IS 
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o The denial of Christ is a lie and the 

ones who insist on it and teach it are 

liars. 

o There is such a thing as a deliberate 

deceiver. 

o The importance of making a 

distinction between the deceived and 

the deceiver.  

 

 THE GOSPEL’S IMPACT 

 

I am anointed to confess his name, offer myself as a 

living sacrifice of gratitude to him, and fight against sin 

and the devil with a free and good conscience 

throughout this life, and hereafter rule with Him in 

eternity over all creatures. 

 

A living sacrifice—prayer, surrender, 

submission, and service. 

 

Ephesians 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators (mimickers) of God, 
as beloved children.  (2)  And walk in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God. 

 

Fight against sin and the devil—resting in and 

relying on Christ while resisting the devil. 

 

James 4:7  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. 

 


