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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 26, 2023 

MESSAGE: “1 John 2:15-17—Love Not the World”  
 
THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 IN THE RUSSIAN DAIMOND MINE 

 

  Bigger the Gems 

  A Growing Thirst 

  A Promising Sound 

  The End 

 

 THE APPLICATION 

 

Matthew 16:26  For what will it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a 
man give in return for his soul? 

 

THE SERMON TEXT 

 

1 John 2:15-17  Do not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.  (16)  For all that is in the world—
the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes 
and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from 
the world.  (17)  And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 
abides forever. 

 

SOME REFLECTION 

 

 Divine Purpose and Design 

 

 No Mystery About It 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

I. THE COMMAND REGARDING THE 

WORLD 

 

1 John 2:15  Do not love the world or the things in the 
world. 

 

A Prohibition 

 

Two Vital Terms 

 

 World 

 

  Many Uses 

 

…the whole circle of earthly goods, endowments riches, 

advantages, pleasures, etc, which although hollow and 

frail and fleeting, stir desire, seduce from God and are 

obstacles to the cause of Christ. 

 

  John’s Use Here 

 

1 John 5:18-19  We know that everyone who has been 
born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was 
born of God protects him, and the evil one does not 
touch him.  (19)  We know that we are from God, and 
the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

 

Ancient Rome Only an 

Epitome 

 

It was marked by immorality, greed, bribery, and 

disregard for human life and dignity. HENDRIKSEN 

 

Fallen human nature acting itself out in the human 

family; molding and fashioning the framework of 

human society in accordance with its own tendencies. 

CANDLISH 

 

  The Perpetual Allure 

 

Love 

 

  Its Meaning and Use 

 

…denotes the result of the deliberative exercise of the 

judgment; the giving a decided preference to one object 

or person out of many.  …frequently it implies regard 

and satisfaction rather than affection with especial 

reference to external acts. It tends to be very vivid and 

enduring. WmWEBSTER of King’s College 

 

Matthew 22:37-40  And he said to him, "You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.  (38)  This is the great and 
first commandment.  (39)  And a second is like it: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.  (40)  On these 
two commandments depend all the Law and the 
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Prophets." 

 

Colossians 3:2-3  Set your affection on things above, 
not on things on the earth.  (3)  For ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in God. 

 

As Jesus says… 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 & 24  "Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal,  (20)  but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal.  (21)  For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. No one can serve two masters, for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and money.” 

 

II. THE PROBLEM WITH THE 

NATURE OF THE WORLD 

 

(16)  For all that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is 
not from the Father but is from the world.  (17)  And 
the world is passing away along with its desires… 

 

The Terms 

 

 Desire or Lust 

 

Romans 1:24-31  Therefore God gave them up in the 
lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves,  … For their women 
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary 
to nature;  (27)  and the men likewise gave up natural 
relations with women and were consumed with 
passion for one another, men committing shameless 
acts with men and receiving in themselves the due 
penalty for their error.  …filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They 
are gossips,  (30)  slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents,  (31)  foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 

 

  Lust of the Flesh 

 

Galatians 5:17  …the desires of the flesh are against the 
Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, 
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from 
doing the things you want to do. 

 

What, then, is the lust or desire of the flesh, but when 

worldly men, seeking to live softly and delicately, are 

intent only on their own advantages? CALVIN 

 

   Lust of the Eyes 

 

Matthew 5:28  But I say to you that everyone who 
looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 

 

The Pride of Life 

2 Timothy 3:2  For people will be lovers of self, lovers 
of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to 
their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

 

Philippians 1:9-11  And it is my prayer that your love 
may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment,  (10)  so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ,  (11)  filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God. 

 

These Things Are Not of The Father 

 

James 1:14-15  …each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire.  (15)  Then desire 
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when 
it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 

That which has its origin in the world comes not from 

God but from the devil. HENDRIKSEN 

 

These Desires, Along with The World, Are 

Passing Away 

 

Psalms 39:4-7  "O LORD, make me know my end and 
what is the measure of my days; let me know how 
fleeting I am!  (5)  Behold, you have made my days a 
few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before 
you. Surely all mankind stands as a mere breath! 
Selah.  (6)  Surely a man goes about as a shadow! 
Surely for nothing they are in turmoil; man heaps up 
wealth and does not know who will gather!  (7)  "And 
now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you. 

 

III. THE WARNING AND REASON FOR 

THE COMMAND 
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1 John 2:15b  If anyone loves the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 

 

1 John 2:17b  …whoever does the will of God abides 
forever. 

 

Loving the World Means No Love of the 

Father 

 

James 4:4  You adulterous people! Do you not know 
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? 
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God. 

 

…a corrupt mode of life is here mentioned, which has 

nothing in common with the kingdom of God, that is, 

when men become so degenerated, that they are 

satisfied with the present life, and think no more of 

immortal life than mute animals. Whosoever, then, 

makes himself thus a slave to earthly lusts, cannot be of 

God. CALVIN 

 

Matthew 7:21-23  "Not everyone who says to me, 
'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.  (22)  On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 
your name?'  (23)  And then will I declare to them, 'I 
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.' 

 

Obedience Is the Key Evidence of Love 

 

1 John 5:1-2  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the 
Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the Father loves whoever has been born of him.  (2)  By 
this we know that we love the children of God, when 
we love God and obey his commandments. 

 

It Is Those with the Evidence Who Abide 

 

Malachi 4:1-3  "For behold, the day is coming, burning 
like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 
will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them 
ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave 
them neither root nor branch.  (2)  But for you who 
fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with 
healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves 
from the stall.  (3)  And you shall tread down the 
wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your 
feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 

 

Revelation 2:2-4  "'I know your works, your toil and 
your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with 
those who are evil, but have tested those who call 
themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be 
false.  (3)  I know you are enduring patiently and 
bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not 
grown weary.  (4)  But I have this against you, that you 
have abandoned the love you had at first. 


