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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

FEBRUARY 12, 2023 

MESSAGE: “1 John 2:12-14—John Writes to 

Everyone”  

 
THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 JOHN’S MESSAGE 

 

  Inspired and Preserved 

 

  No Junk Mail or Spam Here 

 

  Directed and Purposeful 

 
Isaiah 55:10-11  "For as the rain comes down, and the 
snow from heaven, And do not return there, But water 
the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may 
give seed to the sower And bread to the eater,  (11)  So 
shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It 
shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish 
what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for 
which I sent it. 
 
  What and Why? 

 
1 John 1:1  That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled, concerning the Word of life— 
 
1 John 1:3-4  that which we have seen and heard we 
declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with 
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 
His Son Jesus Christ.  (4)  And these things we write to 
you that your joy may be full. 
 

SAME SPIRIT AT WORK 

  

  The Process 

 
From Your Dearest Friend 

 
THE MESSAGE 

 
1 John 2:12  I am writing to you, little children, 
because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 
 

LITTLE CHILDREN 

 
1 John 2:1  My little children, I am writing these things 
to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 
 
  Why Darling Infants? 

 
John 13:33  Little children, yet a little while I am with 
you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so 

now I also say to you, 'Where I am going you cannot 
come.' 
 
Matthew 18:3-4  and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, 
unless you are converted and become as little children, 
you will by no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  (4)  Therefore whoever humbles himself as 
this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 

A Term of Endearment Associated 

with Instruction 

 
1 John 2:28  And now, little children, abide in him, so 
that when he appears we may have confidence and not 
shrink from him in shame at his coming. 
 
1 John 3:7  Little children, let no one deceive you. 
Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 
 
1 John 3:18  Little children, let us not love in word or 
talk but in deed and in truth. 
 
1 John 4:1 & 4  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but 
test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
Little children, you are from God and have overcome 
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in 
the world.  
 
1 John 5:21  Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 
  Level Ground 

 
Old and spiritually exercised Christians on the one hand, and 

on the other hand, those who are in the fresh and vigorous 

prime of recent yet, nevertheless, manly Christian experience. 

CANDLISH 

 

YET ANOTHER REASON FOR 

WRITING 

 

  Why? 

 
  The Reason We Cringe 

 
1. How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

in a believer's ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

and drives away our fear. 

 

2. It makes the wounded spirit whole 

and calms the troubled breast; 

'tis manna to the hungry soul, 

and to the weary, rest. NEWTON 

 
WHAT IS IN A NAME? 

 

 Joseph’s Instruction 

 
Matthew 1:20-21  "Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is 
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conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  (21)  And she will 
bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for 
He will save His people from their sins." 
 

 More Than a Designation 

 
  Use Your Own! 

 

  Your Task 

 

1) Bearing His name to the world. 

 
1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 
 

2) Obeying Him as our living King. 

 
Romans 14:9  For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of 
the living. 
 
John 14:21  Whoever has my commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
manifest myself to him." 
 
1 John 3:23  And this is his commandment, that we 
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love 
one another, just as he has commanded us. 
 

3) Looking for His blessed return in power 

and great glory. 

 
2 Peter 3:11-14  Since all these things are thus to be 
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives 
of holiness and godliness,  (12)  waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 
and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn!  (13)  But according to his promise we are waiting 
for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells.  (14)  Therefore, beloved, since 
you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by 
him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
 

Its Precious Value and 

Identification with It 

 

Association with the 

Greatest Name 

 
1 There is no name so sweet on earth, 

no name so sweet in heaven, 

the name before his wondrous birth 

to Christ the Savior given. 

 

4 To Jesus ev'ry knee shall bow, 

and ev'ry tongue confess him, 

and we unite with saints in light, 

our only Lord to bless him. 

 

5 O Jesus, by that matchless name, 

your grace shall fail us never; 

today as yesterday the same, 

you art the same forever. BETHUNE 

 
…propitious to us from a regard to Christ, in order that he 

might exclude all other reasons. We also, that we may enjoy 

this blessing, must pass by and forget all other names, and 

rely only on the name of Christ. CALVIN 

 
Commendations Associated with His 

Name 

 
Revelation 2:3  I know you are enduring patiently and 
bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not 
grown weary. 
 
Revelation 2:13  "'I know where you dwell, where 
Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you 
did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my 
faithful witness, who was killed among you, where 
Satan dwells. 
 
Revelation 3:8  "'I know your works. Behold, I have set 
before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. 
I know that you have but little power, and yet you have 
kept my word and have not denied my name. 
 
  The Three They Accomplished 

 

They endured for His name’s sake, they 

upheld His name despite satanic opposition 

and persecution, and they kept and did not 

deny His name. 

 
THE CHIEF BENEFITS 

 

 All Sin Remitted 

 
  The Sad Error 

 
…your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 
 
…salvation is laid up for us in Christ alone. CALVIN 

 

  Another Error Dashed 

 
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

 
1. The Scripture is … 

 
1 Peter 1:24-25  for "All flesh is like grass and all its 
glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and 
the flower falls,  (25)  but the word of the Lord remains 
forever." And this word is the good news that was 
preached to you. 
 

2. Your best approach to … 

 
Psalms 34:11  Come, O children, listen to me; I will 
teach you the fear of the LORD. 
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3. You are tasked with … 

 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12  To this end we always pray for 
you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling 
and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work 
of faith by his power,  (12)  so that the name of our 
Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

4. You are the ones whose … 

 
1 Peter 2:15-16  For this is the will of God, that by 
doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people.  (16)  Live as people who are free, not 
using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as 
servants of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


