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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 
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JANUARY 1, 2023 

  

MESSAGE: “That Which was From the 

Beginning” (Pastor Fisher) 

TEXT: 1 JOHN 1:1-4 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 The New Year 

  

Psalms 36:7  How precious is Your lovingkindness, O 
God! Therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of Your wings. 

 

 A Dangerous Course 

 

Psalms 10:3-4  …the wicked boasts of the desires of his 
soul, and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces 
the LORD.  (4)  In the pride of his face the wicked does 
not seek him; all his thoughts are, "There is no God." 

 

Psalms 9:17  The wicked shall be turned into hell, And 
all the nations that forget God. 

 

 God’s Promise and Your Commission 

 

 A New Series 

 

  Suggested Reading 

 

 I would recommend to you, as a 

companion to our study, to read R.C. Sproul’s 

work, Loved by God.  

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

At the Heart of the Epistle 

 

1 John 1:1-10  That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with 

our hands, concerning the word of life—  (2)  the life 
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to 
it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with 
the Father and was made manifest to us—  (3)  that 
which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to 
you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and 
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ.  (4)  And we are writing these things 
so that our joy may be complete.  (5)  This is the 
message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  (6)  If 
we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  (7)  But 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin.  (8)  If we say we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us.  (9)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  (10)  If we say we have not sinned, 
we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

 A Brief Analysis 

 

 The Exposition 

 

1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we looked upon and have touched with our 
hands, concerning the word of life— 

 

What They Heard, Saw, and Touched 

 

 An Illustration 

 

 The Application 

 

1 John 1:2  the life was made manifest, and we have 
seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and was made 
manifest to us— 

 

 Or as he puts it in his Gospel… 

 

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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1 John 1:3-4  that which we have seen and heard we 
proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  (4)  And we 
are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 

 

 The Apostle’s Design 

 

John 19:35  He who saw it has borne witness—his 
testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the 
truth—that you also may believe. 

 

John 20:30-31  Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book;  (31)  but these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

John 21:24  This is the disciple who is bearing witness 
about these things, and who has written these things, 
and we know that his testimony is true. 

 

 Back to Verse One 

 

  The Witness of Three Senses 

 

Lingering Observation 

and Close Scrutiny 

 

Christianity, A Belief in Facts 

and Events 

 

The Apostles were chosen to be eye-witnesses of His 

majesty, who saw His glory, beaming through the cloud 

of His humanity', and bore witness that our fellowship 

might be with them ; that we might, as it were, see with 

their eyes, feel as if with their hands, and hear things 

through them which prophets and kings desired to hear 

and see, and neither saw nor 'heard.’ J. STOCK 

 

Verse Three: The Design 

 

1 John 1:3-4  that which we have seen and heard we 
proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 
the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

 

  Is It Yours? 

 

  What is This Fellowship? 

 

1 Peter 2:10  Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God's people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 

 

Ephesians 2:12-22  remember that you were at that 
time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world.  (13)  But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ.  (14)  For he himself is our peace, who 
has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh 
the dividing wall of hostility  (15)  by abolishing the law 
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new man in place of the 
two, so making peace,  (16)  and might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
killing the hostility.  (17)  And he came and preached 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near.  (18)  For through him we both have access 
in one Spirit to the Father.  (19)  So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of 
God,  (20)  built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone,  (21)  in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord.  (22)  In him you also are being built together into 
a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

 

  The Nature of the Communion 

 

Christianity is the opponent of selfishness, of inordinate 

self-love. Charity seeks not her own, to the exclusion of 

the welfare of others. STOCK 

 

Luke 8:16  "No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a 
jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that 
those who enter may see the light.” 


