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Our beloved adventurers return — 
find out what lies in store for the 
children and adults in this episode

Jabba the Toad found an unusual 
place to summer — now it seems 
he’s come home to roost, again

TIME TRAVELERS 
ARE BACK

NOT GIVING 
A TOAD THE BOOT
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‘For unto
us a child

is born, unto
us a Son
is given.’

— Isaiah 9:6
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TUBE TIME 
TRAVELERS

Though they were trudging along through 
rough terrain under a full sun, none of 
the men felt tired or warm. They walked 
along four abreast towards the southwest. 

They had not been walking too long before Mr. 
Sawaya noticed something on the shimmering 

horizon. It was a thin black 
line. Between the four men 
and the line was a cloud, 
standing like a pillar.

“Do you see that?” he asked, pointing in the 
direction of the pillar.

“Yes,” they all replied.
They all paused and strained to see ahead. Mr. 

McKown slowly spun all the way around and 
said, “I know where we are, but you aren’t going 
to believe it.”

Without asking his thoughts, Mr. Montgomery 
said, “I think you are right if you are thinking 
what I am thinking.”

Pointing down toward the glistening body of 
water, Mr. Frey added, “That must be the Red 
Sea.” The others all turned to look back at the 
vast body of water.

“And, if that is the Red Sea, then we must be in 
Egypt and over there,” said Mr. McKown, point-
ing to the east, “must be the Sinai Peninsula.”

“How did we get here?” asked Mr. Sawaya. 
“Did that yellow tunnel carry us all the way over 
here? That’s impossible!”

“More to the point,” said Mr. Montgomery, 
“what exactly is going on over there?” He was 
pointing to the towering cloudy pillar and the 
thin black line on the horizon.

As they continued walking, the line became 
thicker and larger. It was still hard to make much 
out in the reflection of the simmering heat, but 
they slowly were able to detect motion in the 

line. The line was moving from side to side in a 
sort of rhythm.  

“I think that they are people! People walking!” 
said Mr. Sawaya.

“Yes, that’s what it is!” added Mr. Frey. “And if 
that is right, then we are definitely experiencing 
something very, very weird.”

“Well,” said Mr. McKown, “I think we all know 
what this place and that cloudy pillar mean and, 
if that is a line of people, then…”

It was not long before their guess was con-
firmed. Walking towards them was a wide swath 
of people, carts, wagons, and animals.

“There must be thousands of them, even tens of 
thousands!” said Mr. Montgomery.

On came the immense crowd, growing from a 
thin, long line to an imposing throng relentlessly 
bearing down on the four men. Soon they found 
themselves engulfed in what seemed a great sea 
of people. But strangely, no one took any notice 
of them. It was like they were invisible.

“There’s no doubt that this is the exodus!” 
shouted Mr. McKown to the others. “But it’s hard 
to figure exactly what is going on and what we 

SEE TUBE PAGE  8

PART 
TWENTY
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Jabba the toad first claimed Sita Hood’s old running shoe 
as her home last year, catching flies by day and lounging 
in comfort by night. At first, Hood 

thought it was a fluke and assumed the 
toad would hop away over the next 
day or two. Jabba ended up staying the 
entire summer before going somewhere 
else to hibernate. It was a cute story, but 
Hood was in for a big surprise when 
Jabba returned the following spring and 
jumped back into her old shoe. Hood 
says it’s no longer her shoe anymore 
but Jabba’s home. She even made a sign 
for the amphibian so people wouldn’t 
accidentally dump her out. “Donating my 
shoe was no big deal. If it afforded her 
comfort or protection, why not?”

A shoe seems a funny place to live for a toad. You certainly 
would not like to find out he was in there by sticking your 
bare foot in the shoe!

At this time of the year, we are reminded that on the night 
that Jesus was born, no home could be found for Him.

“And while they were there, the time came for her [Mary] 

to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in 
the inn.” Luke 2:6-7

 “The Saviour is a divine person; no 
one else could save us, no one of less 
power or dignity could satisfy our wants; 
and He has given us many proofs of His 
power and His dignity; but the sign given 
to us, the proof that He is the Saviour 
we need, the credential of His mission 
to us from our Father’s house in heaven, 
is to be found in His exceeding humility 
and condescension, and in all that was 
symbolized by the swaddling clothes of 
His infancy and by the manger in which 
He was laid.” — Harvey Goodwin

HOME IN THE BIBLE QUESTIONS
1) Who received a present when he arrived home at noon?
2) Who did Moses send home early?
3) Who took Mary home?
(ANSWERS PAGE 10)

TOAD-ALLY AWESOME
WILD WONDERS
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W riting and speaking hundreds of years before 
Christ, Isaiah shed clearer light on what had 
been written and said by Moses and others — it 

is the nature of prophecy to shine like a candle in a dark 
window or a star in the blackened sky.

In addition, with each new revelation, William Syming-
ton says “we advance into still clearer light.”

He points out that each prophecy has an accumulative 
effect as the numbers build up. There is also a steady 
progression so that, not only is there more evidence, but 
there is also more light.

“…the evidence more direct, and the reasoning less 
open to dispute.  …the light derived from prophecy is 
brighter still than that furnished by the law.”

— William Symington
There is a wonderful variety in these prophecies as 

well. There is the promise of some strange wonder in 
the heavens — a star, or some such marvel — as Balaam 
reveals by the Spirit of God.  

This hesitant prophet declares…
“I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; A 

Star shall come out of Jacob; A Scepter shall rise out of 
Israel, and batter the brow of Moab, and destroy all the 
sons of tumult.” — Numbers 24:17

On the one hand, Jesus, the Messiah, is to be born in 
obscurity; but on the other hand, by prophecy and a sign 
in the heavens, God…

“…fetched wise men out of Chaldea or Persia, which 
should come into Judea to worship Christ, where he lay 
without honor and in disdain.” — J. Calvin

Calvin confesses that this is one of the Wonders of the 
Wisdom of God, that He should surround the simple 
birth of His Son, so quiet, so obscure in many ways, 
with ancient prophetic utterances, wonderful fulfillments 
and the light of words and heavenly proclamations, so 
that it readily meets and encourages any trial of faith.

If the question is honestly put and answered, “Is this 
baby born in Bethlehem, the Messiah?”  The answer has 
to be based on the preponderance of prophetic evidence: 
“Yes — He must be the One.”

Isaiah said that He would be born of a virgin…
“Moreover the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, 

“Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD your God; ask 
it either in the depth or in the height above.” But Ahaz 
said, “I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!” Then he 
said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing 
for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call 

His name Immanuel. — Isaiah 7:10-14
Mary recognized the angel’s proclamation to her as the 

fulfillment of God’s Word and promise—she understood 
that what was happening to her was no common thing 
and cried out…

“And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, And my 
spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.” — Luke 1:46-47

Mary’s song is filled with reverence, submission, and 
joy and it is the existence of these uncommon reactions 
to the Word of God that give evidence of the presence 
of God the Holy Spirit in her, and the fact that what was 
happening with her was the fulfillment of God’s pro-
phetic Word.

To a world in gloom, God promised through Isaiah…
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a 

great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow 
of death, Upon them a light has shined. For unto us a 
Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the govern-
ment will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His govern-
ment and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it 
with judgment and justice from that time forward, even 
forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 
— Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

Commenting on these verses, Matthew Henry says “…
it is matter of comfort to us, when things are at the dark-
est, that he who forms the light and creates the darkness 
has appointed to both their bounds and set the one over 
against the other. He can say, ‘Hitherto the dimness shall 
go, so long it shall last, and no further, no longer.’ ” 
— M. Henry

And so it was, that in the fullness of time, the piled-up 
evidence, the growing light, and the patient expectation 
should all give way to the blessed fulfillment of all that 
was promised. God chose, in the fullness of time, to 
push open the gates and release the pressure created by 
all these things, and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, was 
born in Bethlehem. (Isaiah 40:5) The glory of the LORD 
was being revealed, And all flesh saw it together; For 
the mouth of the LORD had spoken it.

In Isaiah 9, the prophet says that the zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will perform what is promised. When the Lord 
speaks on any single occasion, the whole testimony of 
His glory as God is attached to His Word. All His divine 
attributes, from His holiness and righteousness, to His 
justice and omnipotence, are behind those words.

— Pastor Fisher

THE LIGHT OF ADVENT PROPHECY
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PARENTS
After nature and grace, undoubtedly, there is nothing more 

powerful than education. Early habits of God (if I may say so) 
are everything with us. We are made what we are by training. 
Our character takes the form of that mold into which our first 
years are spent.

“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget 
the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from 
your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your 
children and your children’s children.” — 
Deuteronomy 4:9  

We largely depend on those who raise us. 
We get from them a color, a taste, and a 
bias which cling to us more or less all our 
lives. We catch the language of our mothers 
and learn to speak it almost unconsciously. 
Without question, we catch something of 
their manners, ways, and mind at the same 
time. Only time will show how much we 
all owe to early impressions and how many 
things in us may be traced to seeds sown in 
the days of our infancy by those who were 
around us. 

All of this is one of God’s merciful arrangements. He 
gives your children a mind that will receive impressions 
like moldable moist clay. He gives them a disposition at the 
beginning of life to believe what you tell them, to take for 
granted what you advise them, and to trust your word rather 
than a stranger’s. In short, He gives you a golden opportunity 
of doing them good. See that the opportunity is not neglected 
and thrown away. Once it slips away, it is gone forever.

— J.C. Ryle (Edited by Pastor Fisher)

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and 

let the wife see that she respects her husband.” 
— Ephesians 5:33  

When individuals deliberately ignore God’s Word it makes 
others suspicious of their religion or faith. At least it shows 
that the individual is not alive to the principles and privileges 
of the Word. If anyone seeks the Bible’s advice, but follows 
his or her own opinion, or if anyone professes to want to 
please God by following it, but they are not afraid to offend it, 
their claims to adhere to the Word become doubtful.

Remember the duties enjoined upon Christians with 
regards to their households. The discharge of these duties in 
married life requires union, consistent expression, and mutual 
assistance. They cannot be performed to advantage, if at 
all, where in the heads of the family there is a contrariety of 
convictions, dispositions, and pursuits.

Does the man seek the glory of God in all he does, and the 
woman her own glory? Does the woman make the will of 
God her rule, and the man his own will? Instead of working 
together, they become adversaries, and the design of the union 
is defeated.

“Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?”
— Amos 3:3  

— William Jay and Pastor Fisher

CHILDREN
It’s the Christmas season and, for the 

world, the meaning of this season is giving 
or thankfulness. And while I would say that 
those two ideas are important and we should 
have a spirit of giving and thankfulness, 
those are not the meaning of this time of 
year. The “true meaning of Christmas” is that 
God became man – that the eternal God, the 
second Person of the Trinity, took on human 
flesh and entered into his own creation. 
Christ is the greatest gift of all, and if we are 
Christians we should be overflowing with 
thankfulness in this great gift of salvation 

that is provided to us by the life, death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

In the same way those who were present at the birth of Christ 
worshipped him and rejoiced at his coming, so we should do 
the same. Looking back at Christ’s first advent should point 
us to the future in preparation for his second coming. We 
have a great hope. The Jewish people are still waiting for their 
Messiah to come. We are waiting for him to come back, to 
make all things new, and to rid the world of sin, sickness, and 
death. 

So as we go about our day-to-day activities this season, let 
us keep the true meaning of Christmas in front of us at all 
times. When you and your family are participating in whatever 
yearly traditions you have, participate to the glory of God! 
Give gifts with a heart of blessing others, and receive gifts 
with a heart of humility and thankfulness. For every good 
and perfect gift comes to us from God. Recognize him in his 
provision for you.

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!” — Luke 2:24

— Tyler Brillhart

SINGLES
“To the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for 

them to remain single, as I am. I want you to be free from 
anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 6
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NOVEMBER & DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

NEW MEMBERS MINUTE

3 Joan Isenberger
5 Keren Anderson
9 Aimee Davis
17 Sarah Yong
19 Selah Sinding
26 Debbie Frey

29 David Stone

DECEMBER
2 Gresham Davis
5  John Biven
9 Micah Neff

11 Judith Collins
12 G.W. Fisher
      Eden Montgomery
16 Fred Aschenbrenner
17 John Meenk
26 Margaret Sinding

27 Kaylin Branstetter
30 Dick Flood
       Linda Lane
31 Kelsey Frey

There’s a Mexican place in 
Nashville called The Little 
Donkey. It’s where John and 
Kelby Biven met.

He was in sniper school 
and she in grad school to 
be a Physician’s Assistant. 
He left with her license that 
night — an accident he says 
— but a good excuse for a 
second date.

John was raised in Kansas 
City, Mo. by Morman 
missionaries, and didn’t 
come to know the Lord until 
he was 30. It was war, he 
says, that convinced him of 
his deep and total depravity. 
God used a series of friends 
and pastors to turn his heart 
to Jesus Christ.

Kelby was raised 
in Florida in a non-

denominational church and 
recognized her complete 
dependence on Jesus while 
she was in college.

The couple live in 
University Place where 
John grills once or twice a  
week but Kelby cooks most 
nights. She likes sewing, 
Gator football, and reading, 
while he enjoys hunting, 
chess, and sitting quietly. 

They also enjoy turning on 
a good British spy movie.

He works for the Army 
while she is a PA.

The couple became 
members in July.  “Our 
first Sunday Pastor Fisher 
preached fire and the 
Doxology was exuberant 
and we knew this was the 
place.”

MEET JOHN & 
KELBY BIVEN

the Lord, how to please the 
Lord. But the married man is 
anxious about worldly things, 
how to please his wife, and 
his interests are divided. And 
the unmarried or betrothed 
woman is anxious about the 
things of the Lord, how to 
be holy in body and spirit. 
But the married woman is 
anxious about worldly things, 
how to please her husband. I 
say this for your own benefit, 
not to lay any restraint upon 
you, but to promote good 
order and to secure your 
undivided devotion to the 
Lord.  — 1 Corinthians 7:8, 
32-35.

In those passages Paul 
suggests that single 
Christians have fewer 
worries in this life when 
it comes to serving the 
Lord. This is particularly 
true about the way the 
single man can manage 
his time. Everything you 
have, including your time, 
is God’s time. And all your 
time is only your time by 
His delegation. God owns 
you and God owns the time 
He has given you. Yet, He 
has given you a measure 
of time over which you 
are his steward. How well 
have you engaged in this 
responsibility? Here are four 
very practical areas where 
you may want to improve 
your use of time:

Commute: Try using your 
driving time for learning. 
Driving a car is a mechanical 
function that allows the mind 
to be alert and engaged in 
something else as you drive. 
Listening to podcasts or 
sermons can be a great way 
to learn and grow everyday.

Sleep and Study Time: 
Have you considered going 
to bed and waking up 
earlier? What about 8 or 
9 p.m.? That could allow 
you to wake up  at 4 a.m. 
and become much more 
productive in the morning 
time! The early hours of the 
day have less distractions 
and can be a great time for 
study, writing, and prayer.

Free Time: Augustine once 
advised believers to learn as 
many things as possible, since 
all truth is God’s truth. Use 
your free time for pursuits 
that are life-enriching. As part 
of a generation which lives 
life on screens, reading can 
make a huge impact on your 
spiritual growth.

Follow a Schedule: 
Generally speaking, and 
contrary to first impressions, 
a schedule is a lot more 
liberating than restricting. 
Working with a schedule 
helps enormously to 
organize your use of time. A 
schedule can really help you 
find the rhythm for a God-
glorifying, productive life.

— Steve Battistin

BIBLE FROM PAGE 5
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1) Who did Paul 
promise would not 
lose a hair on their 
heads?
2) Who got a haircut 
at Cenchreae?
3) Which prophet 
told people to make 
themselves as bald 
as eagles?
4) Who had hair 
as long as eagles’ 
feathers? 
5) Who had to get 
regular haircuts?
6) Whose fall made 
the hair of kings 
bristle?
7) When the soldiers 
were looking for 
someone they found 
a goat-hair pillow 
instead. Who were 
they looking for?
8) Who was saved 
when the people said 
that not one hair of 
his head would fall to 
the ground?
9) Who was afraid 
his gray hairs would 
go down to Sheol?
10) Because of their 
sin, what was to 
come to replace 
“well-placed” hair?

(ANSWERS
PAGE 10)

The ladies Activity Night 
was fit for the season as 

it met at the church on 
Thursday, Dec. 8. The night 

was filled with Christmas 
treats, games, and a white 

elephant gift exchange. The 
ladies typically meet the last 

Thursday of the month.  

BIBLE 
QUIZ:
HAIR

LADIES CHRISTMAS
PARTY IS A HOOT
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are doing here.”
“They don’t seem to notice us at all!” 

shouted back Mr. Frey.
As they stood still watching the 

people stream by, Mr. McKown heard 
something he never expected to hear, 
at least, not under these circumstances.

****
Back at the church, under the plat-

form, down in the kitchen, or in the 
“dungeon” as it is sometimes called, 
the group was relieved. Mrs. Sawaya 
had grabbed the keys, which had been 
stolen and hidden by a rat in one of the 
empty cabinets, right under the gaze of 
his beady eyes. As soon as she pulled 
them out, Mr. Brillhart slammed the 
cabinet door shut.

At first, the unhappy rat had retreated 
into the wall but while Micah ran to 
get Mr. Fisher to show them how to 
use the keys, the cabinet door sudden-
ly popped open and there, sitting on 
its haunches, was the big rat. His eyes 
darting about, his whiskers twitch-

ing, he made a clicking noise with 
his teeth. Mr. Wagner highlighted the 
creature with his flashlight, and every-
one took a step backward.

Before anyone could really re-
act however, the rat dropped to the 
countertop, scurried along to the edge, 
leaped to the floor, and jumped in the 
hole which held the valve. As soon 
as his leathery tail slipped after him 
down the hole there was a bright yel-
low flash, a sparking noise, and then 
all fell silent.

“Yikes!” said Mr. Davis.
“Double yikes!” said Mr. Billhart.
“Do you think he got fried?” asked 

Gresham.
Mr. Wagner shined his light down the 

hole. “I don’t see anything.”
“If he was fried,” joked Mrs. 

Sawaya, “we would smell it!”
At this point, Micah returned with 

Mr. Fisher.
“Is this the key?” asked Mr. Brillhart.
“It sure looks like it,” replied Mr. 

Fisher. “Let’s see.” Taking the key 
and kneeling on the floor he started to 

reach into the hole.
“By the way,” said Mr. Davis, “the 

rat just ran down there.”

****
Having snacked a bit, the girls were 

back in the yard and standing around 
the ditch.  They had been warned not 
to stand too close to the edge. As Eden 
looked down at the glowing wrench, 
she realized that it was starting to 
spark at the two ends. 

“Maybe you better go get your dad,” 
she said to Ruth. “Something is hap-
pening down there.”

Ruth ran to the dining room and 
tugged at her dad’s sleeve. “Eden says 
something is happening in the pit and 
that you better come see.”

Mr. Onstot motioned to Mr. Ander-
son and they both walked out to the 
yard and up to the ditch. Mr. Harr saw 
them and was right behind them.

Looking into the hole they realized 
that the wrench was melting away and 
that soon the connection would be lost, 

SEE TUBE, PAGE 9

TUBE FROM PAGE 2
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and with that, the power would go out 
again, and though they still did not 
understand how it all worked — they 
knew that this would somehow discon-
nect them from both the now-missing 
men and the children.

“We need to do something quickly!” 
said Mr. Harr.

“I have an idea,” offered Mrs. 
Montgomery, who had joined them 
along with the others from the kitchen. 
“Couldn’t we use jumper cables, you 
know, the ones you use to jump car 
batteries, to make the connection?”

“That might just work,” answered 
Mr. Anderson. “Do we have any?”

“It may take more than one pair,” 
added Mr. Onstot.

“We have a pair,” said Mrs. McKown.
“We do too,” said Mrs. Montgomery 

and several others at once.
Various people ran to their cars and 

pulled the jumper cables from their 
vehicles. In the end they had seven 
sets of cables.

Mr. Anderson said, “We will need to 
strip the vinyl coverings off and wind 
them together if we don’t want them to 
melt too.”

Scissors were retrieved from the of-

fice and the children helped to strip the 
covering off after the parents made the 
first slit. Soon, a thick cable of copper 
wire was wound together.

Mr. Harr got some duct tape and Mrs. 
Frey found some electrical tape in her 
husband’s truck, and they wrapped the 
cables up securely. All they needed 
now was a volunteer to climb down 
and connect it up.

****
“Dad! Dad! Over here!” Mr. Mc-

Kown whipped around. He was 
shocked to hear what was surely 
Julia’s voice, among this throng of 
people working their way down to the 
shores of the Red Sea.

He stood on his toes and placing his 
hand over his eyes to shield them from 
the glare of the sun, he searched the 
faces in the crowd. Sure enough, there 
was Julia, with Emmalani, Eleanor, 
and several other of the girls, fighting 
their way across the heavy traffic of 
carts, animals, and people toward him.

Jake, Luke, the Josiahs, Marcus, and 
Matthias, had all been waiting for the 
crowd to pass them and were quite a 
way back, but as he looked around at 
the passing crowds, Mr. Frey thought 

he saw Julianna, with Riley, Gray, 
Abby, and some of the other girls. 
Could it really be them, in this sea of 
Jews coming out of Egypt?

He rubbed his eyes and looked again. 
There, through the dust cloud being 
kicked up by the marchers, he saw his 
daughter and the others walking along 
toward the sea.

“Julianna!” he cried. “Julianna!”
Gray tapped Abby on the shoulder, 

asking, “Did you hear that? I thought I 
heard someone call Julianna’s name.”

“I can’t say I heard anything like 
that; there is so much noise it could 
have been anything,” replied Abby.

“Did you hear anything Julianna?” 
asked Gray.

Meanwhile, Mr. Montgomery had 
decided to stand still and let the crowd 
filter by. There was a large rock in the 
path of the Israelites and Mr. Mont-
gomery climbed up on it. There to his 
right he could see Mr. McKown and 
he saw Julia come running up. He 
turned and looked out to see Mr. Frey, 
his hands cupped around his mouth 
yelling something.

He made another turn and looking 
out he saw a group that obviously did 

TUBE FROM PAGE 8

SEE TUBE, PAGE 10

BY ALEX MESLER

Impetuous: “Tending to act on sudden impulse and with-
out forethought” (Funk and Wagnalls Standard Encyclo-
pedic Dictionary, 1975). Now which Bible character do 

you see fitting this description? You are thinking like me 
if you come up with Peter. Can you give examples? I will 
give three, and please look them up. Matthew 17:4-6, Mark 
14:29-31, and John 18:10-11. Am I disparaging Peter? 
No! His two epistles to the persecuted Christians scattered 
in the five provinces of Asia Minor speak volumes to all 
Christians. Also Acts, chapters 1-5 and 9-12 tell of Peter’s 
faithfulness.

Like it or not, the nations of this earth seem to be headed 
for atomic warfare. I call to your attention two like verses 
from 2 Peter 3:10,12. Is atomic warfare inevitable? You 
bet it is. What do you think Peter knew of atomic energy? 

E=MC2? Absolutely nothing! But he obediently wrote as 
the Spirit directed him. Quoting 2 Peter 3:10 (KJV) “But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat, the earth also and 
the works that are therein shall be burnt up.”

Whoa! Ponder with me for the moment! Consider that 
Peter wrote 20 centuries — almost 2000 years — ago. Is it 
not another — or is it just another — bit of evidence that 
the Bible is God’s Word, and fully inspired?

“But all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of 
Him with whom we have to do.” — Hebrews 4:13

Could it be that this earth is so contaminated with radia-
tion that God informs us of a new heaven and a new earth? 
Will Christians see this Day of the Lord? I do not think so. 
I believe the rapture will precede. What comfort we have!

THE DAY OF THE LORD: E=MC2



PAGE 10 — DECEMBER, 2022              TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GAZETTE

ANSWERS for BIBLE QUIZ 
(Page 7)
See if you can find the references 
for each answer

1) Acts 27:34
2) Acts 18:18
3) Micah 1:16
4) Daniel 4:33
5) Ezekiel 44
6) Ezekiel 32

7) 1 Samuel 19:16
8) 1 Samuel 14:45
9) Genesis 42:38
10) Isaiah 3:24)

ANSWERS for TOAD story 
(Page 3)
1) Joseph (Gen. 43)
2) The sons of Reuel (Exodus 2)
3) John (John 19)

ANSWERS KEY SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit 
a short article, family news 
and/or pictures, or if there is 
anything else that you would 
like to contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.com. 
We reserve the right to edit 
or exclude any submitted 
material.

The TBPC Gazette is a publication of Tacoma Bible Presbyterian Church — 6202 S Tyler, Tacoma, WA 98409

Editor-in-Chief: Pastor G.W. Fisher — Production Editor: Brian Harr — Please submit any comments to tacomabpc@gmail.com

not belong with these people 
pouring past him. It was the 
clothes that made them stand 
out and it took only a second 
for him to recognize his sons 
and a group of others from the 
church. He quickly removed 
his shirt and started waving it 
and calling out to the boys. He 
saw James notice him and he 
tried to get the attention of the 
others.

Mr. Sawaya had wended his 
way through the vast sea of 
moving people toward the rear. 
As he picked his way through 
a herd of goats, he was spotted 
by Jake.

Jake pointed at him and 
yelled, “Dad, Dad! Over here!”

Mr. Sawaya turned his head 
in their direction but just as he 
did the whole scene became 
unstable. Like the pixilation 
of the screen when an internet 
connection gets slowed down, 
blocks of the picture around 
them froze, or skipped ahead. 

****
Mr. Fisher paused. The 

thought of the rat scurrying 
down the hole just before he 

stuck his hand down there was 
not appealing.

“Don’t worry,” said Gresham, 
“He got fried!”

Somehow, this did not encour-
age Mr. Fisher.

Out in the yard it had been 
decided that Mr. Anderson and 
Mrs. Harr should handle the 
wiring crisis in the open pit. 
Time was running out and if 
they did not get down there 
quickly, there would be trouble.

The two climbed down the 
ladder even as the last of the 
melting wrench was about to let 
go. Mrs. Montgomery and Mrs. 
Wagner passed down the thick 
cable to the two waiting below, 
and they carefully, but quickly, 
clamped the ends to the proper 
points on the main cable.

It was just in time. The last 
glowing bit of the wrench 
melted away like wax; for 
just an instant, things began 
to flicker and wind down. But 
then, a little spray of sparks 
danced into the air at both ends 
as the clamps were attached 
and everything began humming 
along again.

Eden, Ruth, Molly, and Reid 
all stepped back from the edge 

TUBE FROM PAGE 9

SEE TUBE, PAGE 11



when the shower of sparks spat into the 
air.

At the same moment, something 
caught Eli’s attention. It only lasted a 
split second and then was gone, but he 
was sure he had seen a flash of light 
inside the yellow slide.

****
In the dungeon, Mr. Fisher had 

peered down into the hole, saw 
nothing of the rat and reached in with 
the key. He had the same trouble as 
before, getting it to fit properly, but 
eventually it “chinked,” into place.

He looked around the room and 
asked, “Shall I turn it?”

One by one, the heads nodded their 
agreement. Mr. Wagner spoke up 
and offered to pray before Mr. Fisher 
turned the key and switched the valve.

When he was done, everyone whis-
pered, “Amen!” Even the kids.

Mr. Fisher leaned back down and 
began wrestling with the key that 
turned the valve. He squinted and gri-
maced and twisted with all his might. 
A stream of light began to seep out of 
the stem of the pipe and soon the room 
began to glow with that gaudy yellow 
from the slide. 

“Look! Everybody has turned yel-
low!” said Micah.

Under their feet the ground began to 
vibrate, very lightly at first, but it kept 
building and building until those in the 
room could barely keep upright. They 
were holding on to each other and to 
the walls and cabinets.

****
Mr. Anderson and Mrs. Harr had just 

topped the ladder and stepped onto the 
ground when the earth began to shake. 
The motion and gyration of the ground 
was so intense, that the walls of the 
ditch started to collapse into the hole.

Mr. Onstot grabbed the ladder, but 
it was too late, the walls fell into the 
hole and a crevice opened from the 
ditch to the earth pile nearby. The 
shaking sifted all the dirt that had been 

dug out back into the opening and 
soon the vibration completely leveled 
off the ground. The only evidence of 
the once deep, wide ditch was a wide 
scar in the grass and about two feet of 
ladder sticking up out of the ground.

As the people around the hole tried 
to keep their feet, Eden, Ruth, and 
Molly ran to the fence around the 
playground and held on. They were 
facing inward, trying hard not to 
get knocked down, when Annaliese 
wobbled up next to Eden and said, 
“LOOK!”

Though everything around it was 
rocking and jumping, the slide was 
perfectly still and glowing a bright 
yellow. In fact, the light was pouring 
out the end of the slide in an eerie 
curly cue — like a glowing pig’s tail 
— and then melting away like steam.

****
Mr. Montgomery felt the rock crum-

ble away under him and he was picked 
up like someone was pulling him by 
his shirt collar. At first, he was fran-
tic because he thought he was being 
carried away from the boys but as he 
looked around, he saw they too, were 
being swept up. Just beyond him he saw 
Josiah, James and Reuben tumbling 
upwards through the air.

Emmalani felt it first, that uneasy 
feeling that came over them just before 
they were carried back into the tube. 
She called to Anneliese and Julia, but it 
was too late, the ground under them was 
already giving way.

Mr. McKown was with them, and 
though he desperately tried to keep his 
feet, kicking at the sandy ground, he was 
soon being engulfed into the tube with 
the others.

Ezekiel, Luke, Jake, and Ephraim felt 
like they were being sucked up by a vac-
uum cleaner. Jake saw his dad get lifted 
in a sort of backflip and absorbed by the 
yellow light. Adam and Amos looked at 
one another, and before they could react, 
they too were lifted out and away.

Adam was a little disappointed that he 
would not get to see Moses divide the 
sea, but perhaps another day and time.

Claire and Audrey had stopped to watch 
two goats butting each other. Claire 
started to call to Juliana to come over and 
watch, but before she could get the words 
out, they were all tumbling around in the 
tube again. They passed Riley and Olive 
and to Julianna’s great surprise, her dad, 
tumbling along with them. 

Josiah Anderson, with Nathan, the 
Yong boys, and Christian Onstot were 
also swept up quickly. As he was lifted 
backwards off the ground and pass-
ing into the tube with its glowing and 
throbbing yellow light, Christian saw a 
strange sight. Spilling out of the tube and 
somersaulting to the ground was a very 
big rat, obviously very confused. He 
tumbled to the ground, shook himself, 
and scurried away

Selah, Isaac, Gray, and Christian S. 
were the last to be carried away. Selah 
had been watching a woman who had 
stopped and was kneading some dough. 
As the others walked ahead, suddenly 
Christian felt the tremble and looked 
back at his sister. But before he could get 
the words out, they were all twirling and 
twisting around.

The four men and the tube travelers 
were moving quite fast. The men tried 
to steady themselves and to get some 
sort of grip, but the kids had learned by 
long experience that it was best just to 
go along for the ride. Up and down, right 
side up, upside down, back and forth, 
around and around they went.

****
The group in the dungeon stumbled 

toward the stairs and managed to help 
one another up to the main floor. They 
worked their way through the church, 
down the stairs and out into the yard.

“Mr. Fisher turned the key!” yelled 
Gresham as he burst out the kitchen 
door.

The whole group worked their way 
over to the ditch, surprised to see it 
filled in.

“What’s with the ladder?” asked Mr. 
Davis.

TO BE CONTINUED
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ALL HANDS ON DECK AT WORK DAY

YOUTH NIGHT 
THANKSGIVING



CHILDREN PERFORM THE NATIVITY
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INCARNATION MUSICAL CELEBRATION


