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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

MORNING WORSHIP 

DECEMBER 11th, 2022 

MESSAGE: “Expectations—Then and Now” (Pastor) 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

EYEWITNESS TO HISTORY 

 

 A Journey Through Time  

 

THE BIBLE AN EYEWITNESS JOURNEY 

 

 Right From the Beginning 

 

Genesis 3:15  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel." 

 

 Clearer and More Distinct 

 

  Isaiah 

 

Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, 
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  (7)  Of the increase of his government and of peace there 
will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to 
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
do this. 

 

Isaiah 11:1-2  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of 
Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  (2)  And the Spirit 
of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 

   Ezekiel 

 

Ezekiel 34:22-24  I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a 
prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep.  (23)  And I will set 
up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.  (24)  And I, the 
LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 
them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. 

   Zachariah 

 

Luke 1:68-72  "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited 
and redeemed his people  (69)  and has raised up a horn of salvation 
for us in the house of his servant David,  (70)  as he spoke by the 
mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  (71)  that we should be 
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate 
us;  (72)  to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to 
remember his holy covenant, 

 

EXTRAORDINARY PLACES 

 

 

 The Temple 

 

 The Home of Jospeh 

 

 Mary’s Side 

 

Luke 1:38  And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let 
it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from 
her. 

 

 Elizabeth’s Home 

 

Luke 1:54-55  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of 
his mercy,  (55)  as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his 
offspring forever." 

 

 Bethlehem 

 

 The Birthing Place 

 

Luke 2:20  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

 The Throne Room of Herod the Great 

 

Matthew 2:11  And going into the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. 

 

A THOUGHTFUL PAUSE 

 

 Not Just a Pageant Participant 

 

 Other People’s Accounts 
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NOT A SPECTATOR OF HISTORY, BUT A 

PARICIPANT 

 

 The Difference in the Advents 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17  For the Lord himself will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
rise first.  (17)  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so 
we will always be with the Lord. 

 

THE TEXT 

 

Romans 15:8-13  For I tell you that Christ became a servant 
to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,   

 

 The Servant 

 

Philippians 2:6-11  who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  (7)  but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men.  (8)  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.  (9)  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, (10) so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,  (11)  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

 

 The Display 

 

Isaiah 40:5-11  And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has 
spoken."  (6)  A voice says, "Cry!" And I said, "What shall I cry?" All 
flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.  (7)  The 
grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows 
on it; surely the people are grass.  (8)  The grass withers, the flower 
fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.  (9)  Go on up to a 
high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to 
the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!"  (10)  Behold, the Lord GOD 
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him.  (11)  He will tend his 
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

  

 The Promise to the Fathers 

 

Luke 1:13-17  But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your 
prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name John.  (14)  And you will have joy and gladness, and many 
will rejoice at his birth,  (15)  for he will be great before the Lord. And he 

must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother's womb.  (16)  And he will turn many of the children of 
Israel to the Lord their God,  (17)  and he will go before him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people 
prepared." 

 

Luke 1:68-72  "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited 
and redeemed his people  (69)  and has raised up a horn of salvation 
for us in the house of his servant David,  (70)  as he spoke by the 
mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  (71)  that we should be 
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate 
us;  (72)  to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to 
remember his holy covenant, 

 

Luke 1:54-55  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of 
his mercy,  (55)  as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his 
offspring forever." 

 

(9)  and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will praise you among 
the Gentiles, and sing to your name."  (10)  And again it is 
said, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people."  (11)  And again, 
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples 
extol him."   

 

 The Cause of His Glory 

 

Luke 1:76-79  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most 
High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  (77)  to 
give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their 
sins,  (78)  because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
sunrise shall visit us from on high  (79)  to give light to those who sit 
in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace." 

 

  Quote One 

 

2 Samuel 22:50-51  "For this I will praise you, O LORD, among the 
nations, and sing praises to your name.  (51)  Great salvation he 
brings to his king, and shows steadfast love to his anointed, to David 
and his offspring forever." 

 

  Quote Two 

 

Psalms 98:2-4  The LORD has made known his salvation; he has 
revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.  (3)  He has 
remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 
Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God.  (4)  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth 
into joyous song and sing praises! 

 

  Quote Three 
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Psalms 117:1-2  Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all 
peoples!  (2)  For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the 
faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD! 

 

(12)  And again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse will come, 
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the 
Gentiles hope."   

 

 What Are You Hoping For? 

 

ANOTHER THOUGHTFUL PAUSE 

 

Ephesians 3:6  This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ 
Jesus through the gospel. 

 

(13)  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 

 

 A Familiar Sound 

 

Luke 2:10-11  And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people.  (11)  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 

 

Luke 2:13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!" 

 

 Hope and Joy 

 

A FINAL THOUGHTFUL PAUSE 

 

2 Peter 3:11-14  Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what 
sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness,  (12)  waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 
and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!  (13)  But according 
to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells.  (14)  Therefore, beloved, since you are 
waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or 
blemish, and at peace. 

 

2 Peter 3:17-18  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, 
take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless 
people and lose your own stability.  (18)  But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

 


