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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

MORNING WORSHIP 

November 20th, 2022 

MESSAGE: “Let Us Be Grateful”  

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

ABRAMOWITZ SMASHES THE TEN 

COMMANDMENTS 

 

 November 13th, 2022 

 

“We look down to Sharm el-Sheikh (the location of last week’s 

climate summit) and we’re not satisfied,” Abramowitz (CEO 

of a renewable energy company) said as he smashed a tablet. 

JERUSAELM POST 

 

A Display of Human Arrogance and Ignorance 

Psalms 19:7  The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

Isaiah 24:4-5  The earth mourns and withers; the world 
languishes and withers; the highest people of the earth 
languish.  (5)  The earth lies defiled under its inhabitants; for 
they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, 
broken the everlasting covenant. 

 

Exodus 20:18  Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, 
the lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they 
trembled and stood afar off. 

 

When you are under the power of a passion, yon have just 

cause to suspect all your apprehensions: you are apt to 

mistake others, and to mistake your own spirits. Passion is 

blind, and cannot judge; it is furious, and hath no leisure to 

debate and consider. 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

A BRIEF REVIEW 

 

 The Two Mountains 

 

  Mount Sinai 

 

  Mount Zion 

 

Hebrews 12:22-24  But you have come to Mount Zion and to 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
innumerable angels in festal gathering,  (23)  and to the 
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to 
God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect,  (24)  and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel. 

 

 No Living by the Law  

 

Genesis 4:9-10  Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel 
your brother?" He said, "I do not know; am I my brother's 
keeper?" And the LORD said, "What have you done? The 
voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the 
ground.” 

Galatians 5:4-5  You are severed from Christ, you who would 
be justified by the law; you have fallen away from 
grace.  (5)  For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves 
eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 

 

 Then and Now  

 

1 John 4:9  In this the love of God was made manifest among 
us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. 

 

THE TEXT 

 

Hebrews 12:25  See that you do not refuse him who is 
speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him 
who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we 
reject him who warns from heaven. 

 

 The Warning 

 

  Beware 

 

  The Speaker 

 

Hebrews 1:1-3  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  (2)  but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 
the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 
world.  (3)  He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by 
the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

Galatians 1:11-12  For I would have you know, brothers, that 
the gospel that was preached by me is not man's 
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gospel.  (12)  For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I 
taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

 

  What Does It Mean to Refuse to Hear? 

 

Hebrews 12:18-20  For you have not come to what may be 
touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a 
tempest  (19)  and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose 
words made the hearers beg that no further messages be 
spoken to them.  (20)  For they could not endure the order 
that was given, "If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall 
be stoned." 

 

 

  The Fate of the First Refusers 

Exodus 24:3-8  Moses came and told the people all the words 
of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people answered 
with one voice and said, "All the words that the LORD has 
spoken we will do."  (4)  And Moses wrote down all the words 
of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at 
the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, according to the 
twelve tribes of Israel.  (5)  And he sent young men of the 
people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 
peace offerings of oxen to the LORD.  (6)  And Moses took 
half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he 
threw against the altar.  (7)  Then he took the Book of the 
Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they 
said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be 
obedient."  (8)  And Moses took the blood and threw it on the 
people and said, "Behold the blood of the covenant that the 
LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." 

Numbers 14:21-23  But truly, as I live, and as all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the LORD,  (22)  none of the 
men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt 
and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these 
ten times and have not obeyed my voice,  (23)  shall see the 
land that I swore to give to their fathers. And none of those 
who despised me shall see it. 

Numbers 14:28-30  Say to them, 'As I live, declares the LORD, 
what you have said in my hearing I will do to you:  (29)  your 
dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your 
number, listed in the census from twenty years old and 
upward, who have grumbled against me,  (30)  not one shall 
come into the land where I swore that I would make you 
dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son 
of Nun. 

 

  The Fate of Later Refusers 

 

For if they did not escape when they refused him who 
warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject 

him who warns from heaven. 

2 Thessalonians 1:7-8  …from heaven with his mighty 
angels  (8)  in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who 
do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus. 

 

   The Warning 

 

   ITS NATURE 

 

   THE MOUNTAIN WARNING 

 

THE WARNING FROM THE 

CROSS 

 

The  grace,  goodness,  and  mercy  of  God,  will  not  be 

more  illustrious  and  glorious  to  all  eternity,  in  the  

salvation  of  believers by  Jesus  Christ,  than  his  justice,  

holiness,  and  severity  will  be  in  the condemnation  of  

unbeliever. OWEN 

 

Ezekiel 18:4  Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father 
as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall 
die. 

Romans 6:23  …the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

CLOSING THE CHAPTER 

 

Hebrews 12:26-29  At that time his voice shook the earth, 
but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake not 
only the earth but also the heavens."  (27)  This phrase, "Yet 
once more," indicates the removal of things that are 
shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that 
the things that cannot be shaken may 
remain.  (28)  Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,  (29)  for our 
God is a consuming fire. 

 

 The Great Commotion 

Deuteronomy 33:2  He said, "The LORD came from Sinai and 
dawned from Seir upon us; he shone forth from Mount 
Paran; he came from the ten thousands of holy ones, with 
flaming fire at his right hand. 

Exodus 19:17-18  Then Moses brought the people out of the 
camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of 
the mountain.  (18)  Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke 
because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it 
went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain 
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trembled greatly. 

 

 The Greater Commotion 

 

  At the Cross 

 

Matthew 27:45-51  Now from the sixth hour there was 
darkness over all the land until the ninth hour.  (46)  And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, 
"Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?"  (47)  And some of the bystanders, 
hearing it, said, "This man is calling Elijah."  (48)  And one of 
them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink.  (49)  But the 
others said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 
him."  (50)  And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and 
yielded up his spirit.  (51)  And behold, the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. 

 

  At the Resurrection 

 

Matthew 28:1-4  Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of 
the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb.  (2)  And behold, there was a 
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it.  (3)  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 
white as snow.  (4)  And for fear of him the guards trembled 
and became like dead men. 

 

…if at the commencement of Christ’s kingdom, not only the 

lower parts of the world were shaken, but his power also 

reached the heaven, the Apostle justly concludes that the 

doctrine of the Gospel is sublimer than that of the Law, and 

ought to be more distinctly heard by all creatures. CALVIN 

 

And they will culminate at His Second 

Coming… 

 

Revelation 16:17-18  The seventh angel poured out his bowl 
into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from 
the throne, saying, "It is done!"  (18)  And there were flashes 
of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great 
earthquake such as there had never been since man was on 
the earth, so great was that earthquake. 

2 Peter 3:10-12  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 
earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed.  (11)  Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, 

what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness,  (12)  waiting for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire 
and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn! 

 

A THANKSGIVING CHALLENGE 

 

(28)  …let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, 
with reverence and awe,  (29)  for our God is a consuming 
fire. 

 

 Acceptably—through Christ alone. 

 

 Reverence—in the way that pleases Him as God. 

 

 Awe—carefully, cautiously, thoughtfully. 

Colossians 2:13-14  …you, who were dead in your trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses,  (14)  by canceling the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it 
to the cross. 

 


