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MEET THE VINEGAROON

WILD WONDERS

PAGE 3

“AND GOD 
SAID, ‘LET THE 
EARTH BRING 

FORTH LIVING 
CREATURES 

ACCORDING TO 
THEIR KINDS — 

LIVESTOCK AND
CREEPING 

THINGS AND 
BEASTS OF 

THE EARTH 
ACCORDING TO 

THEIR KINDS.’ 
AND IT WAS SO.” 

— GENESIS 1:24
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Meet the Vinegaroon! The world that our God created 
stands as a continual witness to His wisdom, good-
ness, and power. On the sixth day of His great work, 

we read…
“And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures 

according to their kinds — livestock and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth according to their kinds.’ And it was so.” 
— Genesis 1:24

Among those “creeping things,” He designed this lobster-like 
creature that lives in the desert. It is, however, neither a lobster 
or a scorpion, though they have also been called “whipscorpi-
ons” by some.

“Found in Texas, Arizona and Florida, the creature sprays 
attackers with a solution of 85 percent acetic acid to protect 
themselves. It may also pinch a finger that gets too close, 
reports Jenna Romaine of Changing America,” according to 
Smithsonian Magazine online.

It is that 85 percent solution that gives them their most com-
mon name — acetic acid — better known as vinegar!

“According to Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, vinegaroons 
are not poisonous to humans, reports Mary Claire Patterson 
of KSAT TV. However, they can leave a mark because of their 
large pincers they use to capture other insects,” writes the 
Smithsonian. “Texas A&M recommends letting the arachnids 
live since they eat other bugs like millipedes, scorpions, crick-
ets and cockroaches. Big Bend National Park officials report 
vinegaroons hunt by sensing the vibrations of prey with their 
long front legs.

“Since they generally come out after dark, it is rare to see 

a vinegaroon in the daylight. If you should happen to stum-
ble upon one, Big Bend’s Facebook post advises checking it 
out: “If you’re lucky enough to see one, look closely. If it’s a 
female, she may be carrying her hatchlings on her back.” 

There seems to be no end to the number of crawling things 
that God has created for His own glory, and which are rare-
ly, if ever, seen by humans. 200 feet down in the Australian 
outback, researchers just found a 1,350 leg millipede that they 
had no idea existed until some were retrieved from bore holes 
made by mining companies.

These true millipedes (the first to actually have 1,000 legs), 
have been crawling around in the Australian outback 200 or 
more feet below the surface for centuries, but the men and 
woman walking on the surface never knew that they were 
there.

“But ask the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of 
the heavens, and they will tell you; or the bushes of the earth, 
and they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare to 
you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of the 
LORD has done this?  In his hand is the life of every living 
thing and the breath of all mankind. — Job 12:7-10 

CREATED FOR HIS OWN GLORY
VINEGAR IN THE BIBLE QUESTIONS
1) Who is forbidden to drink vinegar?
2) Who is like vinegar to the teeth?
3) Vinegar mixed with something else is like a song sung to a 
heavy heart—what is it mixed with?
(ANSWERS, PAGE 16)
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PASTOR APPRECIATION
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PARENTS
Love and Be Loved — Love is one grand secret of 

successful training. Anger and harshness may frighten, but 
they will not persuade the child that you are right. If he often 
sees you lose your temper, you will soon cease to have his 
respect. 

King David lost not only his son’s heart but his loyalty and 
respect by treating him harshly and inconsistently. There is 
a difference between being harsh and being just, between 
being angry and being serious and 
requiring obedience and honesty.

Try hard to maintain your child’s 
affections. It is a dangerous thing to make 
your children afraid of you. Anything is 
almost better than reserve and insecurity 
between your child and you, but hesitancy 
will result from fear. Fear puts an end to 
openness; fear leads to secrecy; fear sows 
the seed of much hypocrisy and leads to 
many lies. There is a mine of truth in the 
apostle’s words to the Colossians:

“Fathers, do not exasperate your 
children, so that they will not lose heart.” 
— (Colossians 3:21)

Be sure not to overlook the advice this verse contains.
                  — J.C. Ryle (Edited by Pastor Fisher)

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and 

let the wife see that she respects her husband.” 
 — Ephesians 5:33  

It is a grave error to enter into a marriage without much 
thought of the need to be sure that your mate is one that 
you can always love. We are not referring to sugary 
sentimentalism or fleshly passion, but a holy love that is 
directed by the Word of God and enabled by the Holy Spirit.

As one anonymous writer has said, “More domestic 
happiness proceeds from holy love, than from any other 
source.”

The great poet Sir Walter Scott put it this way:
True Love’s the gift which God has given
To man alone beneath the heaven.
It is not fantasy’s hot fire,
Whose wishes soon as granted fly.
It lives not in fierce desire,
With dead desire it does not die.
It is the secret sympathy,
The silver link, the silken tie,
Which heart to heart and mind to mind,
In body and in soul can bind.

This love must run both ways — husband to wife, wife to 
husband.

Couples often have each other’s interests at heart, but chief 
among those interests must be each other’s spiritual interests.

If you do not have your spouse’s spiritual interest in mind 
and heart, if it is not a matter of prayer and your communion 
together, you are neglecting your own chief interest as well 
as his or hers.

The Bible gives us examples of those spouses who walked 
closely with their mates spiritually and 
those who did not. The one fostered a 
beautiful unity in the marriage, the other 
disunity and trouble.

“Do two walk together, unless they have 
agreed to meet?” — Amos 3:3

— Pastor Fisher

SINGLES
Being single can feel weird, lonely, 

maybe even wrong. At church, everyone 
keeps telling you that it is OK to be 
single. But the pastor is married, and the 
elders are all married and have kids ... 

In spite of all the encouraging words and the recurrent 
remembrance that the “perfect spouse” is just around the 
corner, singleness may not feel right to you. What does 
the Bible have to say on this?

When you read the Old Testament, you notice how 
singleness was despised by the Jews. They saw it as a 
curse! God commanded His people to be fruitful and 
multiply (Gen. 1:22). Finding a spouse and having 
children was a sign of blessing (Deut. 7:11-14) and 
barrenness was a sign of God’s curse (Deut. 28:15-18). 
Prophet Jeremiah was commanded by God to be single as 
a sign of God’s judgment upon sinful Israel (Jer 16:1-4).

But that’s not the end of the story. In the New 
Testament, the unmarried Christ redeems singleness 
to His church. Jesus was joyfully single and devoted 
to the kingdom of God, and so was the apostle Paul! 
Jesus addresses a new class of believers under the new 
covenant — those who are called to remain single for the 
cause of His kingdom (Matt. 19:12). With His authority 
as the head of the Church (Matt. 28:18-20), Christ gives 
a new emphasis to the ordinary means of expansion 
of God’s kingdom from physical multiplication in the 
Old Covenant to spiritual multiplication in the New 
Covenant. Now the emphasis is for Christians, married 
and single, to multiply by sharing the gospel and making 
disciples (2 Tim. 2:1-2). The married life is not superior 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 9
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TUBE TIME 
TRAVELERS

Misters Sawaya, McKown, Montgom-
ery and Frey were thrashing around in 
what seemed like the center of a yellow 
tornado. They were moving so quickly 

that they could not control their speed or direc-
tion. Up, down, and around they went. Some-
times they were careening headfirst, but then they 
would hit a spot that caused them to plunge in 

another direction, and they 
were going feet first.

Suddenly the yellow tur-
moil split open at the bottom 

and the four men tumbled onto a dusty, sandy, 
soft surface shooting a spray of sand high into the 
air. Dizzy, it took them a few minutes to get their 
equilibrium back and to be able to focus on what 
was around them.

Mr. Montgomery was the first to get to his feet 
and he helped the others up. They brushed off the 
sand and looked about—they had no idea where 
they were. To what proved to be the east, was a 
vast body of water. To the north and west, there 
rose a ridge of stark-looking mountains. The only 
path open was one toward the southwest.

“I suppose,” ventured Mr. Sawaya, “that we 
ought to head in that direction,” pointing to the 
southwest.

“There is nothing that looks like a town or even 
village anywhere,” said Mr. McKown. “We better 
find out where we are and how to get home, but 
I am not sure how to do that except to try that 
pass.”

Mr.Frey shielded his eyes from the sun and 
searched the horizon one more time. “I don’t see 
a thing except wilderness, it doesn’t look like 
anyplace I’ve ever seen before.”

Mr. Montgomery agreed, and they all began 
moving in a southwesterly direction. As they did, 

he looked back and stopped walking.
“What’s wrong?” asked Mr. Frey.
“Look, when we step into the sand our feet sink 

in, but we aren’t leaving any footprints.”

****
Things had settled down a bit in the dungeon 

under the platform. The showering tower of 
sparks had dissipated and been reduced to a soft, 
yellow, throbbing glow. In that light the group 
in the old kitchen made sure everyone was safe. 
The embers had created quite a show and a few of 
the children had winced as some of the glowing 
sparks hit their arms and legs, but no one was 
really hurt.

“Let’s check these cabinets,” said Mr. Wagner, 
pulling a small LED flashlight from his pocket.

“I’ve got an idea,” offered Mr. Brillhart. “Why 
don’t we bang on each cabinet before we open 
it.  That should scare the rat away and give us a 
chance to look inside.”

Everyone agreed that this was a good idea. Mrs. 
Davis and Mrs. Sawaya pounded on the first 
cabinet and Mr. Brillhart yanked open the door. 

SEE TUBE PAGE  8

PART 
NINETEEN
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1) The first time the hand 
of man is mentioned 
specifically, what was it 
about?
2) What particular thing 
did Noah do with his 
hand?
3) Whose hand was going 
to be against everyone’s 
hand? 
4) Who did the Lord say 
would never cooperate 
unless he was compelled 
by a mighty hand? 
5) What did Aaron and 
Hur do?
6) Who confessed that 
he was of small account 
and laid his hand upon his 
mouth?
7) What does Proverbs 
promise will come back to 
you?
8) Why did Jesus’ 
healing of the withered 
hand cause His enemies 
trouble?
9) What New Testament 
character quoted the 
prophet of the Lord who in 
the name of the Lord said, 
“Did not my hand make all 
these things?”
10) To whom did Paul 
declare he had written to 
them with his own hand, 
offering the large print as 
evidence?
(ANSWERS PAGE 16)

BIBLE 
QUIZ:

HANDS

The Ladies’ 
Acitivity 

Group met 
at the church 
Sept.  29 for 

an evening 
of games. 

They  played 
The Couch 
Game, and 
Karen Harr 

led the ladies 
in a game of 

Fictionary.

GAME NIGHT
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Mr. Wagner peered inside, but there 
was nothing but what looked like a 
collection of old wrappers and plastic 
silverware.

Moving on to cabinet two, they fol-
lowed the same procedure, but again, 
no rat and no key.

They moved down the wall until they 
came to the last cabinet. Because the 
rat had not been seen or heard, they 
pounded on the door with less energy. 
Mr. Brillhart pulled it open and in the 
light of Mr. Wagner’s light they could 
see the key with the red fob.

Unfortunately, they could also see 
a pair of beady eyes, reflecting the 
intense light.

“What do you see?” asked Micah 
standing on his tiptoes trying to see in.

“Is that big ol’ rat there?” asked 
Gresham.

“Yes, I am afraid he is…” said Mr. 
Brillhart hesitantly.

“Mom!” said Gresham, “Get your 
pickax ready!”

 
****

Outside in the yard, there was great 
concern. With four men missing and 
all the older children, things were 
getting serious. Mr. Anderson wanted 
to climb down just to be sure no one 
had been buried in the collapse of the 
trench wall, but the scene didn’t look 
much different than it did before.

He got another ladder and eased 
it into the pit, making sure that the 
edge of the trench was solid. The rain 
had slowed to an irritating mist and 
he climbed down slowly. Mrs. Harr 
followed him, even though she was not 
quite dressed for the mud.

They looked around and saw noth-
ing concerning, but they both noticed 
that the wrench had fused to make a 
connection between the two ends of 
the exposed and severed cable. It was 
glowing a soft orange from the heat 
passing through it and a slow drip 
of water from a cable above hit the 
wrench with a hiss, producing tiny 
clouds of steam.

“They are definitely not down here!” 
Mrs. Harr called up toward the crowd 
around the trench.

“What do we do now?” asked Mrs. 
Montgomery of no one in particular.

After thinking for a moment, she 
added, “Maybe it’s best to give the 
four men a chance to find the missing 
children. We aren’t sure that they are 
all in the same place, but there doesn’t 
seem to be much we can do about it.”

“Perhaps,” said Mrs. Harr, as she 
stepped off the ladder, “they have had 
a better time of it downstairs.”

Hunger was nagging at the stomachs 
of all by now and they called for the 
children to come down from the play-
ground and they headed for the kitchen 
again.

Eden slid down the slide and landed 
on her feet. She was hoping she would 
feel or sense something as she went 
through, but the only sensation she 
had was a cold one — sort of a strange 
chilliness.

Ruth ran ahead with Molly, while 
Annaliese waited for Eden. When she 
reached out to take her hand, Annaliese 
said, “Eden, your hand is so cold! Let’s 
get inside and warm you up.”

Inside everyone was busy. The left-
overs were spread out on the counter 
and folks were helping themselves and 
discussing the situation. The girls all 
sat down together, and Annaliese told 
Ruth about Eden’s cold hands.

“They are warm again now,” said 
Eden. “But they were quite cold—it 
was cold inside the tube—but not like 
winter. It was a different sort of cold.”

“Bitter cold, or just chilly?” asked 
Ruth.

“Neither really—it was more an 
eerie kind of cold, if you know what I 
mean,” replied Eden.

None of the girls really understood 
and Eden wasn’t too sure herself.

“Has anyone seen my husband?” 
asked Mrs. Harr.

“He left a bit ago in the van saying he 
had an idea,” replied Mrs. McKown.

 
****

Up on the sandy hill overlooking 
Goshen and Egypt toward the south, 
the older kids sat on the sand watching 
as a blazing sunset gave way to night. 
Off in the distance, over Egypt, dark 
and foreboding clouds were drifting 
about.

As darkness settled over the land 
it was quiet – strangely quiet. The 
Jews were all tightly shut up in their 
homes and the soft glow of torches and 
lamps silhouetted the Egyptian cities 
and towns to the south as they looked 
upriver.

Suddenly, the whole group felt a 
cold, icy chill pass overhead. Emmal-
ani shivered as it rolled by above her, 
as did several of the others. This was 
unexpected, because other than for a 
very short time, a little while ago, they 
had not felt either cold or hot on their 
adventures.

Josiah Montgomery pulled the collar 
of his shirt up around his neck and oth-
ers grabbed their elbows, but almost 
as quickly as the chill had come upon 
them, it was gone again.

A little after midnight, the quiet of the 
night was disturbed. More and brighter 
lights began to shine along the banks 
of the Nile.

Luke sat up, adjusted his glasses, and 
said, “Do you hear that?”

Jake sat up and strained his ear, but 
he couldn’t hear anything definite.

Eleanor was sure that she heard 
something. It was like a low murmur 
echoing across the sand. She leaned 
over to Julia and asked, “Can you hear 
it?”

Julia cupped her hand behind her ear 
and turned her head to the south. There 
came a soft sad sound, riding on the 
night wind.

As the hours went on, the sound be-
came more distinct and shriller. Then 
a flotilla of lights appeared on the river, 
and on either bank of the Nile a string 
of torches and lamps snaked toward 
Goshen.

When morning dawned, a strange 
scene unfolded. Egyptians were every-

SEE TUBE, PAGE 15

TUBE FROM PAGE 6
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Alex Mesler
5 Johanna Meenk
6 Ron Ulmen
10 George Peters

15 Josiah Anderson
16 Jim Frey
17 Tinsy Luebke
18 Juliana Frey

19 Barb Robinson
21 Jay McKown
26 Daniel Montgomery
29 Dalton Brillhart

to the single life. Both gifts are blessings from God 
(1 Cor 7:7). May we receive each and every gift with 
thankful hearts and strive to honor His name in all we 
do!

— Steve Battistin

TEENS
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 

be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are 
in the house. Let your light shine before men in such a way 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
who is in heaven.”  
— Matthew 5:14-16

The title of “Light of 
the World” is given to 
Jesus by Jesus in John 
8:12 and 9:5, but here 
he gives this title to his 
followers, though in a 
slightly different way. 
Jesus is the light of the 
world. He is the hope, 
the picture of the good 
news to the entire world. 
We are lights in that 
we point to Jesus. We 
have the message that 
the world needs to hear. 
In a world of darkness 
we provide that safe haven and comfort in sharing with 
others who Jesus is and what he has done. We don’t 
try to hide this light or keep it to ourselves, but shine it 
“before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father.”

Jesus never tells us that we must become the light or 
salt, but simply that we are salt and light. We either 
succeed in this role or we fail. When people look at us, 
at our lives, and see the ways we live and how we hold 
ourselves, would they know we’re Christians? Or at least 
that there is something different about us that doesn’t 
conform to the standards of the world around us? Light 
and dark do not mix. There is no confusion on what is 

darkness and what is light. In the same way there should 
be no confusion when it comes to our lives. We are 
either light or we are dark. If we are light let us make 
sure we are not hiding it but shining it forth so that more 
would see and come to Christ for their salvation.

— Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You 

have put all things under his feet.” — Psalm 8:6
This verse says a lot about God and how he will deal with 

evil and injustice in the world. This verse is similar to Psalm 
110:1 where it says, “Yahweh says, ‘Sit at My right hand 
until I put Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet.’” All 
creation is subject to God. All creation is under God. He does 

with it as he pleases. And 
we know from reading the 
Bible that God has a plan 
for his creation. A good 
plan. For those who are 
called to God and drawn 
to Christ by the Father this 
plan involves us ruling 
and reigning with Christ. 
We are given eternal life 
because of what Christ has 
done on our behalf. For 
those who are enemies 
of God, they are made a 
footstool for his feet. They 
will not reign and rule, but 
be put to shame because of 

their rejection of Jesus.
As for the rest of creation, we are told that it will be 

restored. The new heavens and the new earth. The world 
we live in now is corrupted and under a curse, but the new 
heaven and the new earth will be incorruptible. It will be 
perfect and glorious forever because it is where God will be 
with all of us who belong to him. This is what we want and 
what we should want for those whom we know. We should 
tell our friends, family, and those we come in contact with 
about the wonderful work of Jesus and the life that we look 
forward to with him.  

        — Tyler Brillhart

BIBLE FROM PAGE 5
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A TIMELESS STRUGGLE
Luther’s description of his own age, 

as you can see, could easily be a 
description of our age.

So to all who wonder if it is not time, 
after nearly 500 years, to let the story of 
the Reformation pass into history, the 
answer is no. To prove it, all you need 
to do is to read the words of Luther just 
quoted. Clearly, very little has changed. 
The battles fought at the time of the 
Reformation will, in a very real sense, 
never be won until Christ comes, and 
therefore the story of the Reformation 
is not just a point of historical refer-
ence, it is a part of a continuing saga — 
the struggle of the Church to preserve 
and protect the truth — the precious 
doctrine of justification by faith alone, 
through Christ alone.

“Nor is there salvation in any other, 
for there is no other name under heav-
en given among men by which we must 
be saved.” — Acts 4:12

LUTHER AND THE GOSPEL
Luther, in describing the Gospel, 

wrote ...
“... the Gospel is a heavenly light that 

teaches nothing more than Christ, in 
whom God’s grace is given to us and 
all human merit is entirely cast aside, 
it exalts only the glory of God, so that 
henceforth no one may be able to boast 
of his own power; but must give God 
the glory, that it is of his love and good-
ness alone that we are saved through 
Christ.”

The Reformation restored the glory 
and the honor of the Lord Jesus Christ 
— a glory and honor which had been 
eclipsed by the Roman Church and its 
false teachings. Sadly, the effort to ob-
scure the Gospel is a relentless one, as 
Satan continues to oppose all righteous-
ness and finds willing slaves among 
proud men. The Scripture tells us that 
this opposition to the truth will continue 
until the end of the age.

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in 
latter times some will depart from the 
faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits 
and doctrines of demons, speaking lies 
in hypocrisy, having their own con-
science seared with a hot iron ... 
— 1 Timothy 4:1-2

With these days in mind, Paul warned 

Timothy, saying…
“I charge you therefore before God 

and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
judge the living and the dead at His 
appearing and His kingdom: Preach 
the word! Be ready in season and out 
of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 
with all longsuffering and teaching. 
For the time will come when they will 
not endure sound doctrine, but accord-
ing to their own desires, because they 
have itching ears, they will heap up 
for themselves teachers; and they will 
turn their ears away from the truth, 
and be turned aside to fables. 
— 2 Timothy 4:1-4

AN ESSENTIAL DUTY 
OF THE CHURCH

It is essential that the Church contin-
ually emphasizes the honor and glory 
of Christ, so that the world may hear 
and know of the uniqueness of Christ 
and be presented with the message that 
there is salvation — the forgiveness of 
sins and the hope of eternal life—in no 
other.

— Pastor Fisher

“In this our age, 
the consciences of 
almost all have been 
led astray by human 
doctrines into a false 
trust in their own 
righteousness and 
their own works, 
and knowledge 
about faith and trust 
in God has almost 
ceased.” 
— Martin Luther
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CAMP BITTERROOT REWIND
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MEN’S RETREAT SNAPSHOT

The men and boys of Tacoma Bible Presbyterian Church were 
treated to a weekend near Olympia on Black Lake. Pastor Fisher 
provided three wonderful messages painting a portrait of biblical 

manhood. The group enjoyed a refreshing time that included a giant 
water slide, disc golf, a fun game of archery tag, kayaks and fishing.



PAGE 14 — OCTOBER, 2022                  TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GAZETTE



where and they seemed to be offering 
the Jews anything and everything, 
while urging them to leave.

Abby, watching the events, said to the 
girls around her, “That noise we heard 
last night must have been the Egyptians 
crying over the deaths of their firstborn 
as the angel of death moved around 
among them.”

“Yes,” said Julia, “and now, they are 
trying to make the Israelites leave.”

“Why are they carrying all those 
things with them?” asked Claire. “They 
seem to be pushing them into the hands 
of the Jewish people.”

Olive, Penny, and Emmalani shook 
their heads as if asking too.

Josiah Montgomery said, “They are 
giving them their earrings and gold to 
hurry them away.”

“It says in the Book of Exodus that 
they are afraid that they are all going 
to die unless the Israelites go,” added 
Ephraim.

“Yes, all the Jews had to do was ask,” 
said Adam, “and because God gave 
them favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, 
they gave them what they wanted.”

Rueben started down the hill to get 
a closer look, and Matthias and Mar-
cus joined him. Pretty soon, everyone 
followed them.

Ezekiel, Luke, Josiah A., Nathan, 
Christian O., and Jake along with the 
Yong boys, John, and Isaac, fell in with 
Riley, Audrey, Julianna, Titus, James, 
Christian S., Selah, and Gray and they 
all began walking toward the valley 

below.
“Look!” exclaimed Selah. “Look over 

there!” She pointed to a huge group 
of people coming out of Ramses and 
moving toward Succoth.

Most of the tube travelers changed 
directions and headed toward the van-
guard, mixing in with the crowds.

There were carts and wagons, and 
people were pulling or driving them 
loaded down with their belongings. 
Three boys were trying to coax a 
reluctant donkey, who was seated in 
the middle of the moving sea of people, 
to get up. Two were behind the animal 
pushing, and one in the front pulling, 
but the creature refused to join the 
parade.

“Have you noticed that many of the 
women and girls are carrying slings 
over their shoulders?” asked Riley. 
“What’s that about?”

“I saw a couple of women stop and 
adjust them a little,” replied Gray. “I’m 
not sure, but it looked like they were 
carrying dough.”

“You mean like pizza dough?” asked 
Titus.

“That’s what it looked like,” answered 
Gray.

Jake, Luke, and a few of the boys 
decided to stop and wait until the whole 
crowd of people, animals and stuff 
passed by, so they sat down to watch. 
Others walked along, unnoticed, among 
the great flow of humanity.

Near the front was a wagon carrying 
the bones of Joseph, attended by a 
number of older men who walked along 

beside it. And at the very front walked 
Moses himself, and in front of him, 
off in the near distance, stood the great 
cloudy pillar that led them on their way.

 
****

Back in the downstairs dungeon, the 
stand-off with the rat was still going on. 
Mr. Wagner was holding his light in the 
unhappy creature’s eyes, blinding him, 
but no one was in a hurry to reach in 
and take the keys.

Unexpectedly, Mrs. Sawaya, said, “O 
come on! It’s only a rat!” and reaching 
in, snatched the keys from the shelf. 
When she did so, the rat, startled by her 
quick action, did not attack, but retreat-
ed into his hole in the wall.

“Someone go and get Andrew Fisher. 
He’s the one who knows how to use the 
key,” said Mr. Brillhart. Micah ran off 
to find him.

All the adults and the rest of the boys 
were leaning over the glowing hole in 
the floor when the rat popped out and 
scurried up the stairs.

Out in the yard, by the open trench, 
Eden, Molly, Ruth and Eli were looking 
down at the glowing wrench that had 
fused onto the open ends of the cable.

“It looks very, very hot!” said Ruth,
“Too hot, I think,” replied Eli.
And as they watched, the red-hot met-

al began to melt, slowly, and like thick 
glowing tar it dripped along the cables, 
burning through the insulation.

 
NEXT TIME: 
A HAPPY REUNION

TUBE FROM PAGE 8
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John Williams became a member of Tacoma 
Bible Presbyterian Church on January 3, 2021. 
He attended faithfully, and his hearty contribution 
to congregational singing, as well as his solos of 
praise to the Lord, were a blessing. John was called 
home suddenly on August 17, and is greatly missed. 
A memorial service was held at the church on 
September 17. “Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of His saints.” — Psalm 16:15

JOHN WILLIAMS
1956-2022



ANSWERS FOR BIBLE QUIZ 
(Page 7)
(See if you can find the references 
for each answer)
1) The hand of man reaching out 
and taking from the tree of life (Gen. 
3:27)
2) He reached out and took in the 
wandering dove (Gen. 8:9)
3) Ishmael (Gen. 16:12)
4) Pharaoh (Ex. 3:19)
5) Held up the hands of Moses 
during battle (Ex. 17:12)
6) Job (Job 40:4)

7) The work of a man’s hands (Pro. 
12:14)
8) It was on the Sabbath (Matt. 12)
9) Stephen (Acts 7:50)
10) The Galatians (Gal. 6:11)

ANSWERS FOR VINEGAR STORY 
(Page 3)
1) Nazarite (Num. 6:3)
2) The sluggish messenger 
(Proverbs 10:26)
3) Vinegar mixed with soda 
(Proverbs 25:20)

ANSWERS KEY
SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit 
a short article, family 
news and/or pictures, or 
if there is anything else 
that you would like to 
contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.
com. We reserve the right 
to edit or exclude any 
submitted material.

Ellie Sawaya and Alex Lyro were 
married September 9 before friends 
and family in Centralia. Tito Lyro 
officiated the wedding.
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LYRO, 
SAWAYA 
WEDDING


