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“Discipline—Part 3” 

HEBREWS 12 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

PROMISES 

 

 Delighted In 

 

 But Selectively 

 

Hebrews 12:6  FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE CHASTENS, 
AND SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES." 

 

A VALUED AND APPRECIATED PROMISE 

 

 Blessed Fruit 

 

Psalms 51:14-17  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O 
God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
righteousness.  (15)  O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will 
declare your praise.  (16)  For you will not delight in sacrifice, 
or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt 
offering.  (17)  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

2 Samuel 7:12-15  When your days are fulfilled and you lie 
down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 
you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom.  (13)  He shall build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  (14)  I will be to 
him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits 
iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the 
stripes of the sons of men,  (15)  but my steadfast love will 
not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away 
from before you. 

 

… to receive one, is to acknowledge him to be his, and thereupon to 

take special care of him. GOUGE 

 

 Adoption 

 

 The General Doctrine 

 

The general truth is, Affliction, in some form or other, is allotted by 

God to every individual whom He regards with peculiar favour, as 

the necessary means of promoting their spiritual improvement; and is 

therefore to be considered as a proof of His parental love. J BROWN 

 

BRIEF REVIEW 

 

 Three Elements, Three Designs 

 

 Earthly Weaknesses 

 

  Divine Protection and Help 

 

 Heavenly Strength 

 

Psalms 145:17  The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind 
in all his works. 

 

…they are the chastisement of the Lord, the greatest, the wisest, the 

best of beings, who can do nothing without a reason, nothing without 

a good reason — nothing in caprice, nothing in cruelty. Treat them 

not, then, as common, valueless things.  J. BROWN 

 

Hebrews 12:9-10  Besides this, we have had earthly fathers 
who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not 
much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live?  (10)  For they disciplined us for a short time as it 
seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that 
we may share his holiness. 

 

THE TEXT 

 

Hebrews 12:7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. 
God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his 
father does not discipline? (ESV) 

 

Hebrews 12:7  If you endure chastening, God deals with you 
as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not 
chasten? (NKJ) 

 

ENDURING IT ALL 

 

 A Fact 

 

 To Gain the Profit of Being Sons and Daughters 

 

Job 13:15a  Though he slay me, I will hope in him... 

 

Job 23:10  But he knows the way that I take; when he has 



2 
 

tried me, I shall come out as gold. 

 

Psalms 23:4  Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

 And More… 

 

Matthew 10:22  And you will be hated by all for My name's 
sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. 

 

2 Timothy 2:12  If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If 
we deny Him, He also will deny us. 

 

James 5:11  Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You 
have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end 
intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate 
and merciful. 

 

 In the Context 

 

Hebrews 10:32-34  But recall the former days when, after you 
were enlightened, you endured a hard (a long and sharp) 
struggle (think of someone in the games fighting for mastery) 
with sufferings,  (33)  sometimes being publicly exposed (as if 
on display at the theater or on stage for mockery) to reproach 
(revile and upbraid) and affliction (or constriction), and 
sometimes being partners with those so treated.  (34)  For 
you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully 
accepted the plundering of your property, since you knew 
that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding 
one. 

 

Romans 12:12  Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer. 

 

 Various Reasons  

 

John 9:3  Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or 
his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in 
him. 

 

Sometimes God scourgeth his for the more evident proof of that true 

and great grace that is in them. This was Job's case. (At other times) 

for manifestation of his detestation of their enormous and scandalous 

sins. This was David's case. GOUGE  

A LOGICAL CONCLUSION 

 

(7b) For what son is there whom his father does not 
discipline?  (8)  If you are left without discipline, in which all 
have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not 
sons.   

 

 No Chastening, No Adoption 

 

If all sons are chastised, then they who are not chastised are no sons. 

GOUGE 

 

  Exposing the Rocky Ground Hearer 

 

Matthew 13:20-21  As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives 
it with joy,  (21)  yet he has no root in himself, but endures 
for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on 
account of the word, immediately he falls away. 

 

 Immunity from chastening and scrouging is a sign, 

not of favor, but disfavor. 

 

THE CONCLUSION 

 

HOW DO WE VIEW THINGS? 

 

THE CLASSIC EXAMPLE 

 

Acts 5:29-33  …"We must obey God rather than men.  (30)  The God 
of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a 
tree.  (31)  God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to 
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.  (32)  And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has 
given to those who obey him."  (33)  When they heard this, they 
were enraged and wanted to kill them. 

 

Acts 5:40-41  and when they had called in the apostles, they beat 
them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let 
them go.  (41)  Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 

 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 

 

1 Peter 4:12-14  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when 
it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you.  (13)  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed.  (14)  If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 


