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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

AUGUST 28th, 2022 

“No Time for SAMUEL” 

HEBREWS 11  

MESSAGE: “Samuel and the Call to Serve” (Pastor 

Fisher) 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 THE STORY OF SAMUEL 

 

  Hebrews 11 

Hebrews 11:1-2  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.  (2)  For by it the people of old 
received their commendation. 

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who seek him. 

Hebrews 11:29-32  By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry 
land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were 
drowned.  (30)  By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had 
been encircled for seven days.  (31)  By faith Rahab the prostitute 
did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
given a friendly welcome to the spies.  (32)  And what more shall I 
say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 

 

  His Birth 

 

   His Mother 

 

1 Samuel 1:4-5  On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give 
portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and 
daughters.  (5)  But to Hannah he gave a double portion, because he 
loved her, though the LORD had closed her womb. 

 

   Hannah and Eli 

 

1 Samuel 1:14-17  And Eli said to her, "How long will you go on being 
drunk? Put your wine away from you."  (15)  But Hannah answered, 
"No, my lord, I am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither 
wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before 
the LORD.  (16)  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, 
for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and 
vexation."  (17)  Then Eli answered, "Go in peace, and the God of 
Israel grant your petition that you have made to him." 

 

1 Samuel 1:18-21  And she said, "Let your servant find favor in your 
eyes." Then the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no 
longer sad.  …  (20)  And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a 
son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, "I have asked for 

him from the LORD."   

 

   Samuel is Born 

 

1 Samuel 1:27-28  For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted 
me my petition that I made to him.  (28)  Therefore I have lent him 
to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD." And he 
worshiped the LORD there. 

 

1 Samuel 2:18-21  Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy 
clothed with a linen ephod.  (19)  And his mother used to make for 
him a little robe and take it to him each year when she went up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.  (20)  Then Eli would bless 
Elkanah and his wife, and say, "May the LORD give you children by 
this woman for the petition she asked of the LORD." So then they 
would return to their home.  (21)  Indeed the LORD visited Hannah, 
and she conceived and bore three sons and two daughters. And the 
boy Samuel grew in the presence of the LORD. 

 

  The Call of Samuel 

 

1 Samuel 3:1-21  Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD 
in the presence of Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those 
days; there was no frequent vision.  (2)  At that time Eli, whose 
eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his own place.  (3)  The lamp of God had not yet gone out, 
and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the 
ark of God was.  (4)  Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, 
"Here I am!"  (5)  and ran to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called 
me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay 
down.  (6)  And the LORD called again, "Samuel!" and Samuel arose 
and went to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, 
"I did not call, my son; lie down again."  (7)  Now Samuel did not yet 
know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been 
revealed to him.  (8)  And the LORD called Samuel again the third 
time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you 
called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy.  (9)  Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down, and if he calls 
you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.'" So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place.  (10)  And the LORD came and stood, 
calling as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel said, 
"Speak, for your servant hears."  (11)  Then the LORD said to Samuel, 
"Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of 
everyone who hears it will tingle.  (12)  On that day I will fulfill 
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 
beginning to end.  (13)  And I declare to him that I am about to 
punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 
sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain 
them.  (14)  Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of 
Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering 
forever."  (15)  Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors 
of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to 
Eli.  (16)  But Eli called Samuel and said, "Samuel, my son." And he 
said, "Here I am."  (17)  And Eli said, "What was it that he told you? 
Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also if you 
hide anything from me of all that he told you."  (18)  So Samuel told 
him everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, "It is the 
LORD. Let him do what seems good to him."  (19)  And Samuel grew, 
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and the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground.  (20)  And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that 
Samuel was established as a prophet of the LORD.  (21)  And the 
LORD appeared again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to 
Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD. 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

 A TRIP TO AUDUBON 

 

 SAMUEL AND THE WITNESS OF FAITH 

 

  FIRST: The Faith of His Mother 

 

   Hannah and Prayer 

 

1 Peter 5:6-7  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:  (7)  Casting 
all your care upon him; for he cares for you. 

 

   Sincerity Demonstrated 

 

1 Samuel 2:6-7  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings 
down to Sheol and raises up.  (7)  The LORD makes poor and 
makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 

 

   The Critical Need 

 

Matthew 9:38  therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 

  

Hebrews 11:33-38  who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions,  (34)  quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, 
put foreign armies to flight.  (35)  Women received back their dead 
by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so 
that they might rise again to a better life.  (36)  Others suffered 
mocking and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment.  (37)  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they 
were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—  (38)  of whom the world 
was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth. 

 

John 15:20  Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant 
is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also 
keep yours. 

 

  SECONDLY: The Progress of Samuel 

 

1 Samuel 3(7)  Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and 
the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.   

 

   A Concerted Call 

 

The Morning Suit and the 

Cowboy 

 

    My Eli 

 

(9)  Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down, and if he calls 
you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.'" So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place.  (10)  And the LORD 
came and stood, calling as at other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" 
And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant hears." 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19b-20  You are not your own,  (20)  for you 
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 

  THIRDLY: Samuel’s Exercise of Faith 

 

   A lifetime of Examples 

 

He brought messages of grace… 

 

1 Samuel 7:3  And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, "If 
you are returning to the LORD with all your heart, then put 
away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you 
and direct your heart to the LORD and serve him only, and he 
will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines." 

 

He brought messages of rebuke… 

 

1 Samuel 13:13-14  And Samuel said to Saul, "You have done 
foolishly. You have not kept the command of the LORD your 
God, with which he commanded you. For then the LORD 
would have established your kingdom over Israel 
forever.  (14)  But now your kingdom shall not continue. The 
LORD has sought out a man after his own heart, and the 
LORD has commanded him to be prince over his people, 
because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you." 

 

   Faith 

 

1 Timothy 1:5  The aim of our charge is love that issues from a 
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pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

  

   Courage 

2 Timothy 4:1-5  I charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by 
his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching.  (3)  For the time is coming 
when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 
suit their own passions,  (4)  and will turn away from listening 
to the truth and wander off into myths.  (5)  As for you, 
always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

 

   Love 

 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

 

 LISTEN 

 

"Go, and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your 
servant hears.'" 

 

 THE GREATEST MESSAGE 

 

1 Corinthians 1:23-24  …we preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness;  (24)  But unto them which are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

 

 BE SAFE AND WISE 

 

 ALL JARS OF CLAY 

 

2 Corinthians 4:5-7  For what we proclaim is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus' sake.  (6)  For God, who said, "Let light shine out of 
darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.  (7)  But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show 
that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 


