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TUBE TIME 
TRAVELERS

JJake and James came running into the barn 
excitedly. They both stopped and looked at 
each other. Neither of them was exactly sure 
how to start the report. It felt very strange 

to be saying you had been listening to Moses, but 
that is what happened, so Jake spoke up.

“We were listening to Moses, and he told the 
people that once again, now that the darkness 

was gone, Pharaoh was 
refusing to let the people 
leave with their herds and 
their flocks.”

“The people were sad to hear it,” added James. 
“But Pharaoh told Moses not to come back again. 
He said, ‘Get away from me; take care never to 
see my face again, for on the day you see my 
face you shall die.’”

“Well, we know what comes next,” chimed in 
Luke.

“The Passover!” said Selah.
“What should we do?” asked several travelers 

at once.
“Ever since this started,” said Julia, “We have 

been flying in and out of situations but have not 
really been a part of things—people didn’t even 
know we were around.”

“That has changed a little now,” said Adam.
Some of the travelers looked puzzled because 

they had not noticed the change themselves. 
Josiah Anderson leaned over toward Abby and 
whispered, “What does that mean?”

Before she could answer, Ezekiel spoke up.
“Even the way we arrived here was slightly 

different. We usually all spill out together, but 
this time we were dumped out in different places. 
It is like the difference between when you pour 
oranges out of a bag, and when they fall out 
when the bag rips.”

“Did you notice, too, that the dogs and sheep 
knew we were around?” added Julia.

“And I could feel their scratchy wool on my 
legs as we walked through that flock on the 
road!” said Eleanor.

“At different times on this trip we have been 
hungry and thirsty, but this is the first time I have 
ever felt warm because of the weather around 
us,” observed Matthias.

“What does all that mean?” asked Emmalani.
No one was sure, but they did know that if they 

were not swept away soon, they would be part of 
one of the most important events in the history of 
Israel.

****
Meanwhile, back at the church, the adults were 

still gathered around the hole that the Tacoma 
Power people had dug up and covered with metal 
plates. After the initial glowing whine, the scene 
had become much more peaceful, but something 
was bothering Mr. Anderson.

He walked over to Mr. McKown and asked, 
“Does that sound right to you?

SEE TUBE PAGE  8

PART 
EIGHTEEN
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When I was a boy, catching salamanders was always 
fun. We would put them in terrariums and watch 
them swim and crawl about. But I never saw one 

fly! In fact, if you had asked me 
(up until now) if salamanders 
could fly, I probably would 
chuckle and say, “No, of course 
not!” After all, they live under 
logs and rocks along the shallow 
banks of streams and rivers. Or 
do they?

As it turns out, not all of them 
do. The wandering salamander 
lives in the canopies of redwood 
trees, in ferns and mats of 
debris. They have been found 
280 feet in the air, enjoying the cool shade of the tree’s 
branches.

But when these creatures are frightened, they “fly” away to 
lower branches.

“The acrobatic stunt is not a frantic and uncontrolled 
plunge. Instead, it is a controlled descent. The animals stretch 
out their tails and feet in a position resembling a skydiver,” 
reports Jake Buehler for Science News. 

“These amphibians spend most of their lives in the trees, 
and the skydiving may allow them to leap away from 
predators or find areas in the redwood trees with more food 
and mates. But how the salamanders could jump from such 

heights was not fully understood. The amphibians do not 
have membranes or skin flaps as seen in other gliding 
lizards, frogs or mammals,” reports Kate Baggaley for 

Popular Science.
Scientists gathered all sorts of 

salamanders and tested them 
in a wind tunnel. All but the 
wanderers just plopped to the 
bottom of the specially rigged 
aquarium, but the wanderers 
could slow their descent, make 
banking turns and change 
direction completely by riding 
the wind with arms outstretched 
and tails rolling.
“In the trials, the wandering 

salamanders had the most control and used their outstretched 
limbs and tail to stabilize themselves in the air and adjust 
their speed as they continued to fall. “We expected that 
maybe (the salamanders) could keep themselves upright. 
However, we never expected to observe parachuting or 
gliding,” Brown says to Science News.

 No “evolutionary” development here. No wings, no 
specially developed membranes to enable them to fly. They 
are just salamanders who look like all the others, but do 
something different.

Science is a very valuable and wonderful tool, but it makes 

SKYDIVING SALAMANDERS

SEE SALAMANDER, PAGE 4

WILD WONDERS
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for a really poor religion.
If I asked my Grandfather 

if he thought we would one 
day hold computers in our 
hands that could play video 
clips of flying salamanders, 
he would have thought I 
was one strange little boy.

But if I told him that I put 
my trust in Jesus Christ for 
the redemption of my soul 
and found a peace of mind 
and heart that I could hardly 
express—he would have 
thought it was perfectly 
understandable.

“Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and 
forever.” — Hebrews 13:8  

If one puts absolute faith 
in what science says is 
true today, it may well be 
contradicted tomorrow; but 
it is never so with God and 
His Word.

We may trust Him fully all 
for us to do

They who trust Him wholly 
find Him wholly true.

Stayed upon Jehovah, 
hearts are fully blest

Finding as He promised
Perfect peace and rest.

FLIGHT IN THE BIBLE 
QUESTIONS
1) What does Proverbs 23 
say sprouts wings and flies 
away?
2) What people were told 
not to rejoice because out of 
an adder would come a fiery 
serpent?
3) Who saw a flying scroll?
4) Who or what flew above 
the earth crying, “Woe, woe, 
woe”?
5) What did God use to 
summon flies out of Egypt?

(ANSWERS PAGE 10)

Arthur Tacket was a seventeen-year-old 
Scottish boy during the time when the 
Presbyterian Church was under severe 

persecution in Scotland. He had fought for 
his liberty to worship Christ in accord with 
God’s Word and survived, but 
because he was a young man 
who upon a certain age would 
inherit property, he was the spe-
cial target of those who opposed 
the Presbyterian Church.

At age 19, he was judged to be 
a traitor and subject to arrest, but 
for three more years he managed 
to avoid his tormentors. But in 
June of 1684, he was on his way 
home from what was, for all 
purposes, an underground church 
service, when he was caught and 
carried to prison.

On July 23, he appeared before the court to 
be tortured into saying where the services had 
been held, who had preached, and who had 
attended. He was assured that if he would tell 
them what they wanted to know, he would be 
let go without consequence.

Arthur responded by saying that he would 
tell them nothing because they were dishon-
est men who had broken their promises and 
oaths to God and man many times. He then 
added that if they did not plan to use what he 

told them for evil they would not 
be ready to torture him for the 
information. 

They proceeded to try and bru-
tally extract the information from 
the young man, but he said noth-
ing and was hanged on the 30th 
of July in 1684. He died we are 
told ...with a spirit of meekness, 
and declared that he forgave his 
enemies all the wrongs they had 
done him.

Tacket’s testimony of love, 
even towards his enemies, shook 
some of them. Here was a youth, 

just over twenty, and in him they found the 
powerful combination of a firm resolution 
to stand by the truth, and a spirit of love that 
could not be quenched even by their cruelty.

Paul teaches us in 1 Corinthians 13 that the 

MEET ARTHUR TACKET SALAMANDER FROM PAGE 3

SEE TACKET, PAGE 9
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PARENTS
Children are weak and tender beings, and they need patient 

and considerate treatment. They are all quite different 
and each one must be handled wisely. We must handle 
them delicately, like frail machines, for fear that by rough 
fingering we do more harm than good. They are like young 
plants and need gentle watering – often, and only a little at a 
time.

Even when it becomes clear that a firmer hand may be 
required it must be done with patience. 
Too hard a touch and the string may 
break; too soft a touch and it will never 
reverberate with a sweet sound.

We must not expect all things at once. 
We must remember what children are, 
and teach them as they are able to bear. 
Their minds are like a lump of metal – not 
to be forged and made useful all at once 
but only by a succession of little blows. 
Their understanding is like narrow-necked 
vessels: we must pour in the wine of 
knowledge gradually, or much of it will be 
spilled and lost. Precept upon precept; line 
upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little must 
be our rule (Isaiah 28:10). 

The smith does not expect to gain the desired shape with 
the first blow and certainly not with a single one. He uses 
each strike to test the metal, and to judge his own hand.

The whetstone does its work slowly, but frequent rubbing 
will bring the scythe to a fine edge. Truly, patience is needed 
in training a child, but without it, nothing can be done.

                  — J.C. Ryle (Edited by Pastor Fisher)

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and 

let the wife see that she respects her husband.”
— Ephesians 5:33  

As believers we are called on by our Savior to adorn 
our profession of Christ by carrying out our mutual duties 
according to His command.

This calling and opportunity is to be reflected in every 
sphere of our lives and nowhere is it more profoundly 
demonstrated, for good or for ill, than within the bond of 
marriage.

Casting aside all the silly notions of marriage that are being 
floated about by those who have no qualms about laying 
their hands on God’s institution, it is vital that Christian 
couples have ever in mind that part of their calling as couples 
brought into marriage by the hand of God, is to manifest the 
blessing of the institution under God.

We know what a mess men and women can make of things; 
the illustrations of sin’s harmful effects are endless. But oh, 
to be given the opportunity to show what God can do for two 
people when He brings them together and they rely on and 
obey Him!

The Rev. Philip Doddridge, best known for his hymns 
today, said that among Christian husbands and wives…

…a modest, respectful, obedient behavior in this most 
endearing relation will make your characters appear beautiful 

and so far gain upon those of them who are 
strangers to Christianity as to give them a 
good opinion of it upon that account. 

Unbelievers will always have plenty to 
criticize in the behavior of believers, but in 
our relationships as spouses may God grant 
us the grace to allow them no legitimate 
ground to say a word—may put them to 
silence with love we bear by the strength of 
Christ.

— Pastor Fisher
.  
CHILDREN
“Yet You have made him a little lower than 

the angels, and You crown him with glory and majesty!”
— Psalm 8:5

We should not view this verse in reference to pre-fallen 
humanity. When God made man originally, they were indeed 
made perfect and upright. But even after the fall, even after 
sin entered the world, human beings still hold a position of 
glory and honor in a certain way. We are still made in the 
image of God. That image may be corrupt because of sin, but 
the image is still there. It is through this image that we see 
the value and worth of all human beings. It is because of this 
image that we are to “love our enemies.” Human beings still 
govern the earth. We are set apart for work and purpose not 
given to other creatures. 

There is the false belief that we were once monkeys who 
evolved over time to the beings we are now. However, this 
contradicts Scripture’s clear teaching that we (humans) were 
created apart from the other beasts, and no other created 
being is made in the image and likeness of God. When we 
are in Christ that image is restored. Our sin is forgiven and 
day by day as we are sanctified and grow in holiness we 
are made more into the image of Christ. We are not divine. 
We are not little gods, and we never will be, but we will be 
glorified one day. The image of God will be fully restored 
within us! So, in the time that we have here on earth we 
should not only honor our own bodies and take care of 
ourselves, but we should seek to love and respect all people 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 6
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JULY & AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
1 Michael Montgomery
2 Mandy Fisher
8 Sarah Mesler
20 Brandon Davis

20 Ephraim Fisher
21 Robert Battle
23 William Bracewell
26 Pam Zanghi

AUGUST
4 Peg Marcelia
9 Jennifer Stone
10 Ian Hutton

Ladies from 
the church 

and friends 
of the 

brides-to-be 
gathered at 
the church 

June 17 for a 
joint bridal 
shower for 

Ellie Sawaya 
and Ellie 
Sawaya 

and Allyson 
Chiou.

CELEBRATING THE 
BRIDES TO BE

BIBLE FROM PAGE 5

because of the image in which they were 
created.  

— Tyler Brillhart

TEENS
“Guard your heart with all diligence, for 

from it flow the springs of life.”
— Proverbs 4:23

The heart is an interesting subject in 
the Bible. We are told that it is “more 
deceitful than all else and is desperately 
sick; who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9) We are 
told that every intention of the thought of 
the human heart is only evil continually 
(Gen. 6:5). So when we take these things 
into account, the command to guard our 
hearts takes on a deeper and more urgent 
meaning. The Bible tells us that God takes 
out a heart of stone and replaces it with 
a heart of flesh when we are regenerated. 
When we have a heart of stone there is no 
pleasing God. There is nothing good that 
comes from us. 

When we are given a heart of flesh, we 
are able to please God, but we are also still 
able to sin. Recognizing this and knowing 
that we are so easily drawn to and swayed 
towards sin is why we are commanded to 
guard our hearts, to protect them from the 
things that would pull us back to old ways. 
The heart is usually used to illustrate what 
our true desires are. When we truly love 
someone or something, we love them with 
all of our hearts. God desires this kind of 
affection – not a surface-level devotion, 
but an inward and consuming devotion. 
Our whole heart, our whole being, is to 
be given over to the worship and service 
to God. We must pay close attention to 
where we are being drawn and where our 
affections lead. So guard your hearts with 
all diligence.

— Tyler Brillhart
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1) In what city were 
the gates being 
watched in a plot to 
assassinate Paul?
2) In what city did 
they bring Paul and 
garlands to the gate 
to worship him?
3) In what place did 
they shut the gate to 
keep men from killing 
Paul?
4) When the sun 
darkens what will it 
be a sign of? 
5) How was 
Jehoiakim to be 
buried?
6) Whose works 
bring praise in the 
gates?
7) God loves the 
gates of Zion more 
than what?
8) Why did 
Nehemiah order the 
gates of Jerusalem to 
be shut and guarded?
9) If the gates of this 
city were reinstated, 
it would be at the 
cost of a son?
10) What did Boaz 
say to the redeemer 
as he sat at the gate?

(ANSWERS
PAGE 10)

BIBLE 
QUIZ:
GATES

INTERACTIVE SCAVENGER HUNT

STONE WEDDING GRIFFIS WEDDING

Ladies from the church gathered June 30 for Ladies Activity Night. They 
split into two teams, and shrugging off the high cost of gas, scurried around 
University Place and Tacoma on a citywide interactive scavenger hunt. They 
completed various missions, gathered specific items and had a wonderful time.

Ethan and Allyson Stone were 
married July 1 before friends 
and family.

Trevor and Courtney Griffis were 
married July 22 at the church before 
friends and family.
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“It seems a little erratic, now that you 
mention it,” he replied.

Mrs. McKown and Mrs. Frey were 
standing nearby and agreed.

“Aaron,” called Mrs. Frey, “Come 
here a moment.”

Mr. McKown asked the same ques-
tion of Mr. Frey and he agreed.

At this point, Eli Hutton had made 
his way over and he said, “Yes! It was 
going zip, pop, pop, zip, hum, and 
pop. Now, it is going, zip, zip, zip, 
bang, pop hum, zip, zip, zip, bang, 
pop, hum.” 

“Well, I don’t know what it should 
sound like, but I agree that it seems 
out of sync somehow,” said Mrs. 
Montgomery.

“Fix it,” said Mrs. Frey to her hus-
band, and she headed for the kitchen, 
It was getting late, and people were 
getting hungry again.

Back on the stage the boys had 
summoned a few of the parents. Mr. 
Wagner, Mr. Brillhart, and Mr. Davis 
were there along with Mrs. Davis and 

Mrs. Sawaya.
“Mom! All you have to do is corner 

that rat and then—pow! pow! POW! 
with your pickax,” cried Gresham.

Mrs. Davis looked wide-eyed at 
Gresham and then smiled tentatively at 
the others.

“Now that the lights are back on, I 
guess we ought to at least get back 
down there,” Mr. Wagner offered.

Downstairs, the rat had entered the 
wall, climbed up into the cabinets and 
began checking on his treasures. He 
sniffed about, his long whiskers trem-
bling. In one cabinet was his collection 
of plastic forks and spoons, juice box-
es with the corners nibbled away, and 
a shiny earring. In another he spied his 
piles of pens, pencils, and crayons of 
every color. Here, also, was his trove 
of candy wrappers and a check made 
out to the deacons.

Moving to another cabinet he sur-
veyed his pile of coins, crinkly water 
bottles, and assorted packets of ketch-
up and mustard, some of which had 
been used. It was on the lower shelf 

of this cabinet that he kept his special 
things. A glittering necklace with a 
locket attached, and a flat thing he 
used for a mirror. It used to light up, 
buzz, and shake every once in a while, 
but now it just leaned quietly against 
the wall. There was a can that sprayed 
smelly stuff around when you pushed 
on its top, a book, a rattling baby toy, 
a sleeve of reddish communion cups, 
and a set of keys with a red fob.

****
The people all around the travelers 

were very busy. They were collecting 
their flocks and searching them for 
one-year-old lambs that were without 
any blemishes. Also they were gather-
ing herbs, and preparing unleavened 
bread.

The travelers had to leave the barn-
like building since it was beginning 
to fill up with lambs and people. The 
travelers filed out into the sunlight.

Josiah Montgomery asked out loud, 
“What should we do? Should we try to 

SEE TUBE, PAGE 9

TUBE FROM PAGE 2
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get a lamb, or find a house to hide in, 
or what?”

“Aren’t we already under the blood 
of THE Lamb?” asked Abby. 

Off in the distance was a hill and 
around it wound a stream snaking its 
way across the landscape.

“Let’s go up that hill and think and 
pray about this,” said Luke.

Ephraim agreed and looked around to 
find Audrey and Claire.

Julianna, Eleanor, and most of the 
other girls started off toward the hill, 
chatting as they went. Gray and Riley 
talked about wanting to go home. Se-
lah agreed that she was ready too.

Marcus, Amos, James, Rueben, and 
the rest of the boys followed them.

The hill was not high, and it was 
more sand-like than anything else. 
From its modest summit they could 
look down over the villages of Goshen 
and up the Nile and into Egypt proper. 
The sun was setting, and they could 
see the Nile River like liquid silver 
running into the heart of the ancient 
land.

Isaiah Wagner had memorized a por-
tion of Exodus, and as they all stood 
there looking over this beautiful scene, 

he began to recite it.
Exodus 12:21-29  Then Moses called 

all the elders of Israel and said to them, 
“Go and select lambs for yourselves 
according to your clans, and kill the 
Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop 
and dip it in the blood that is in the 
basin, and touch the lintel and the two 
doorposts with the blood that is in the 
basin. None of you shall go out of the 
door of his house until the morning. 
For the LORD will pass through to 
strike the Egyptians, and when he sees 
the blood on the lintel and on the two 
doorposts, the LORD will pass over the 
door and will not allow the destroyer 
to enter your houses to strike you. You 
shall observe this rite as a statute for 
you and for your sons forever. And 
when you come to the land that the 
LORD will give you, as he has prom-
ised, you shall keep this service. And 
when your children say to you, ‘What 
do you mean by this service?’ you shall 
say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s 
Passover, for he passed over the houses 
of the people of Israel in Egypt, when 
he struck the Egyptians but spared our 
houses.’” And the people bowed their 
heads and worshiped. Then the people 
of Israel went and did so; as the LORD 

had commanded Moses and Aaron, so 
they did. At midnight the LORD struck 
down all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh 
who sat on his throne to the firstborn 
of the captive who was in the dungeon, 
and all the firstborn of the livestock.

They all stood silently for a moment 
and then Olive asked again, “What 
should we do?”

Ezekiel and Julia gathered them all 
around to pray.

****
In the church yard, Mr. Frey, Mr. 

McKown, Mr. Sawaya, and Mr. Mont-
gomery had lifted off the metal plates 
and climbed down into the ditch. Mr. 
Frey had driven his truck down onto the 
patio and backed it up to the hole. He 
had pulled out his tools and descended 
into the ditch using a ladder. The others 
followed.

No one had been watching the sky, 
but Ruth felt a drop of rain hit her on 
the head. Eden felt the same. All the 
girls ran to the playground and climbed 
up under the shelter it provided. An-
naliese stuck her head in the tube, just 
to see if she could hear anything, but all 

TUBE FROM PAGE 8

character of the love that is generated 
in the heart of the believer is something 
much different from that which men 
and women exercise naturally — it has 
unique qualities that bear witness to the 
fact that it is born of God the Holy Spirit 
and not our own spirit alone.

How could Arthur, in a spirit of love, 
forgive those who had pulverized his 
thumbs, tortured him in other ways and 
then hanged him for loving Christ more 
than his own life? The answer is that 
God worked in the young man’s heart, a 
love that…

1 Corinthians 13:7  …bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.

This class of love sits on a foundation 
that allows it to exercise this sort of 

confidence. It can afford to bear, be-
lieve, hope all things and it can endure 
all things because it has an underlying 
sense of security and freedom, which 
allows for vulnerability, neutralizes 
certain fears, and encourages a spirit of 
boldness.

Did you ever wonder where Joseph 
found the grace to live with his brothers? 
What was the particular aspect of his faith 
that made it possible for him to actually 
love them (and love them, he did)?

It seems mysterious, this enduring 
love that Joseph had for his brothers. 
It was obviously a love that cannot be 
explained by simple sibling relation-
ship. Think of how many siblings you 
know that are estranged and separated 
over things that are far less critical 
or important. No, there is something 

much different going on here and it is 
explained at the end of Joseph’s story; 
and while most of you know this story, it 
might be that you have not thought of it 
in this context.

Genesis 50:19-21  But Joseph said 
to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the 
place of God? As for you, you meant 
evil against me, but God meant it for 
good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today. 
So do not fear; I will provide for you 
and your little ones.” Thus he comforted 
them and spoke kindly to them.

Simply put, Joseph could afford to love 
his brothers because his trust and con-
fidence was not anchored in them, their 
trustworthiness, or their fidelity — his 
trust was in God.

— Pastor Fisher

TACKET FROM PAGE 4

SEE TUBE, PAGE 10
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ANSWERS for BIBLE QUIZ 
(Page 7)
(See if you can find the references 
for each answer)
1) Damascus (Acts 9:24)
2) Lystra (Acts 14:13)
3) The temple (Acts 21:30)
4) That Jesus is at the gate 
     (Mark 13:21)
5) Like a donkey outside the gates of 
Jerusalem (Jer. 22:4)
6) The virtuous woman (Pr. 31:31)
7) The dwelling places of Jacob 
      (Psalm 87:2)

8) To prevent the violation of the 4th 
Commandment (Neh. 13:19)
9) Jericho (Joshua 6:26)
10) “Turn aside, friend; sit down 
here.” (Ruth 4:1)

ANSWERS for 
SALAMANDER story 
(Page 3)
1) Wealth  2) Philistines (Is. 14:29)
3) Zechariah (5:1)
4) An Eagle (Rev 8:13))
5) A whistle (Is. 7:18)

ANSWERS KEY
SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit 
a short article, family 
news and/or pictures, or 
if there is anything else 
that you would like to 
contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.
com. We reserve the right 
to edit or exclude any 
submitted material.

The TBPC Gazette is a publication of Tacoma Bible Presbyterian Church — 6202 S Tyler, Tacoma, WA 98409

Editor-in-Chief: Pastor G.W. Fisher — Production Editor: Brian Harr — Please submit any comments to tacomabpc@gmail.com

she could hear was the thudding 
of raindrops on the twisting slide.

As the rain picked up, Mr. An-
derson yelled down to the men in 
the hole, “Maybe you better get 
out of there until this rain stops! 
Water and electricity don’t mix 
well!”

The men below had not noticed 
the rain at first, but now it was 
beginning to come down steadily 
and they decided they better be 
safe and try to fix things later.

Mr. Montgomery had just about 
reached the top of the ditch on 
the ladder they had used to climb 
down, when a part of the bank 
gave way in the rain. The jolt 
caused Mr. Montgomery to lose 
his grip, and he slid down the 
ladder onto Mr. Sawaya, who 
stumbled backward into Mr. Mc-
Kown who had his back turned 
and was helping Mr. Frey gather 
up his tools.

When Mr. Sawaya bumped Mr. 
McKown it caused him to drop a 
wrench and it landed across sev-
eral of the cables. A prodigious 
shower of brilliant sparks shot 
high into the air and arched back 

to the ground where they bounced 
in all directions like fireworks.

Mr. Montgomery never hit the 
ground. For all in the ditch there 
was a blinding flash of light and the 
next thing the four men knew, they 
were swirling around and around in 
a tunnel of eerie yellow light.

****
Down in the “dungeon,” Mr. Wag-

ner, Mr. Brillhart, Mr. Davis, along 
with Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Sawaya 
and all the younger boys, were 
about to start opening cabinets in 
their search for the rat and the keys.

Micah, Gresham, and Reid 
reached to open the lower cabinets 
and the adults cautiously took hold 
of the handles of the upper doors. 

Suddenly, the little door covering 
the secret valve in the floor popped 
open, and a fountain of glittering 
sparks grew to reach the ceiling. 
The ground shook under their feet 
and the lights went out again and 
everyone froze.

There was a loud rumbling com-
ing from under the floor, and every-
one steadied himself by grabbing 
either the counter or his neighbor.
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