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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

JULY 24th, 2022 

MESSAGE: “And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell 
of …Jepthah” Hebrews 11  

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 THE STATE OF THIHGS 

Judges 10:6 The people of Israel again did what was evil in the 
sight of the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods 
of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the 
Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And they forsook the 
LORD and did not serve him.   

 

  Like a Pig to the Mud 

 

  The Nature of Idolatry 

 

Psalms 106:36&38  They served their idols, which became a snare to 
them.   (38)  they poured out innocent blood, the blood of their sons 
and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, and the 
land was polluted with blood. 

 

  Overt and Deliberate 

JUDGES 10:7  So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, 
and he sold them into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand 
of the Ammonites,  (8)  and they crushed and oppressed the people 
of Israel that year. For eighteen years they oppressed all the people 
of Israel who were beyond the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, 
which is in Gilead.   

 

  A Righteous Jealousy 

 

Nahum 1:6-8  Who can stand before his indignation? Who can 
endure the heat of his anger? His wrath is poured out like fire, and 
the rocks are broken into pieces by him.  (7)  The LORD is good, a 
stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who take refuge in 
him.  (8)  But with an overflowing flood he will make a complete end 
of the adversaries, and will pursue his enemies into darkness. 

 

  No Divine Protection 

 

   The Present State 

 

  Ignored Warnings 

 

Deuteronomy 13:12-17  "If you hear in one of your cities, which the 
LORD your God is giving you to dwell there,  (13)  that certain 
worthless fellows have gone out among you and have drawn away 
the inhabitants of their city, saying, 'Let us go and serve other gods,' 
which you have not known,  (14)  then you shall inquire and make 
search and ask diligently. And behold, if it be true and certain that 

such an abomination has been done among you,  (15)  you shall 
surely put the inhabitants of that city to the sword, devoting it to 
destruction, all who are in it and its cattle, with the edge of the 
sword.  (16)  You shall gather all its spoil into the midst of its open 
square and burn the city and all its spoil with fire, as a whole burnt 
offering to the LORD your God. It shall be a heap forever. It shall not 
be built again.  (17)  None of the devoted things shall stick to your 
hand, that the LORD may turn from the fierceness of his anger and 
show you mercy and have compassion on you and multiply you, as 
he swore to your fathers, 

 

  Raked Like Coals 

JUDGES 10:9  And the Ammonites crossed the Jordan to fight also 
against Judah and against Benjamin and against the house of 
Ephraim, so that Israel was severely distressed.   

 

 THE CRY FOR HELP 

JUDGES 10:10  And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, 
saying, "We have sinned against you, because we have forsaken 
our God and have served the Baals."   

 

  Seven Times 

JUDGES 10:11  And the LORD said to the people of Israel, "Did I not 
save you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites, from the 
Ammonites and from the Philistines?  (12)  The Sidonians also, and 
the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you, and you cried out 
to me, and I saved you out of their hand.   

 

JUDGES 10:13  Yet you have forsaken me and served other gods; 
therefore I will save you no more.  (14)  Go and cry out to the gods 
whom you have chosen; let them save you in the time of your 
distress."   

 

  Lie In Your Own Bed 

 

  The Confession of Sin 

JUDGES 10:15  And the people of Israel said to the LORD, "We have 
sinned; do to us whatever seems good to you. Only please deliver 
us this day."   

 

  Unmoved from Without, But Not Within 

JUDGES 10:16  So they put away the foreign gods from among 
them and served the LORD, and he became impatient over the 
misery of Israel. 

 

Psalms 106:44-45  Nevertheless, he looked upon their distress, when 
he heard their cry.  (45)  For their sake he remembered his covenant, 
and relented according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 

 

   The Present State 

 

JEPHTHAH 
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 AMMONITES 

Judges 10:17-18  Then the Ammonites were called to arms, and 
they encamped in Gilead. And the people of Israel came together, 
and they encamped at Mizpah.  (18)  And the people, the leaders of 
Gilead, said one to another, "Who is the man who will begin to 
fight against the Ammonites? He shall be head over all the 
inhabitants of Gilead." 

 

 THE MIGHTY WARRIOR 

 

  Birth Issues 

Judges 11:1-10  Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior, 
but he was the son of a prostitute. Gilead was the father of 
Jephthah.   

 

 THE FAMILY 

JUDGESJ 11 (2)  And Gilead's wife also bore him sons. And when his 
wife's sons grew up, they drove Jephthah out and said to him, "You 
shall not have an inheritance in our father's house, for you are the 
son of another woman."  (3)  Then Jephthah fled from his brothers 
and lived in the land of Tob, and worthless fellows collected around 
Jephthah and went out with him.   

 

  Cut Off and Out 

 

  A “Family” Adopts Him 

 

 WAR! 

JUDGES 11:4-6  After a time the Ammonites made war against 
Israel.  (5)  And when the Ammonites made war against Israel, the 
elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah from the land of 
Tob.  (6)  And they said to Jephthah, "Come and be our leader, that 
we may fight against the Ammonites."   

 

It’s Jephthah this, an’ Jephthah that, an’ 

Jephthah, “go away!” 

But it’s “Thank you, General Jephthah!” 

when the band begins to play. 

 

James 1:2-4  Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds,  (3)  for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness.  (4)  And let steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

 

  Hated to Beloved 

JUDGES 11:7  But Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, "Did you 
not hate me and drive me out of my father's house? Why have you 
come to me now when you are in distress?"   

 

Many slight God and good men till they come to be in distress, and 

then they are desirous of God's mercy and good men's prayers. MH  

 

 THE APOLOGY 

JUDGES 11:8 And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, "That is 
why we have turned to you now, that you may go with us and fight 
against the Ammonites and be our head over all the inhabitants of 
Gilead."   

 

  Three Needs 

 

1) That Jephthah will …  

2) That he will … 

3) And that he will … 

 

  God, the Best Defender 

 

Isaiah 55:8-9  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, declares the LORD.  (9)  For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

 THE REPLY & CONDITIONS 

JUDGES 11:9  Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, "If you bring me 
home again to fight against the Ammonites, and the LORD gives 
them over to me, I will be your head.” 

 

JUDGES 11:10  And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, "The 
LORD will be witness between us, if we do not do as you say." 

 

They confirm their promise by the solemnity of an oath, appealing to 

God's omniscience as the judge of their present sincerity, and to his 

justice as an avenger, if they should afterwards prove false to their 

engagements. ' Whatever we speak, it concerns us to remember that 

God is a hearer, and to speak accordingly.' HENRY. 

 

Judges 11:11  So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the 
people made him head and leader over them. And Jephthah spoke 
all his words before the LORD at Mizpah. 

 

 THE PARLEY 

 

  Why? 

Judges 11:12  Then Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the 
Ammonites and said, "What do you have against me, that you 
have come to me to fight against my land?" 

 

Deuteronomy 20:10  "When you draw near to a city to fight against 
it, offer terms of peace to it. 

 

  Disinformation 

Judges 11:13  And the king of the children of Ammon answered 
unto the messengers of Jephthah, Because Israel took away my 



3 
 

land, when they came up out of Egypt, from Arnon even unto 
Jabbok, and unto Jordan: now therefore restore those lands again 
peaceably. 

 

Even those that do the greatest wrong yet have such a conviction in 

their consciences of justice that they would seem to do right. M. 

HENRY 

 

  The Truth 

Judges 11:24 Will you not possess what Chemosh your god gives 
you to possess? And all that the LORD our God has dispossessed 
before us, we will possess.  

 

Judges 11:27  I therefore have not sinned against you, and you do 
me wrong by making war on me. The LORD, the Judge, decide this 
day between the people of Israel and the people of Ammon." 

 

  The God of Battles 

Judges 11:28  But the king of the Ammonites did not listen to the 
words of Jephthah that he sent to him. 

 

 THE BATTLE 

Judges 11:29  Then the Spirit of the LORD was upon Jephthah, and 
he passed through Gilead and Manasseh and passed on to Mizpah 
of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed on to the 
Ammonites. 

 

  The Vow 

Judges 11:30-31  And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD and said, 
"If you will give the Ammonites into my hand,  (31)  then whatever 
comes out from the doors of my house to meet me when I return in 
peace from the Ammonites shall be the LORD's, and I will offer it up 
for a burnt offering." 

 

Unnecessary and Ill-advised 

 

Jephthah's vow is dark, and much in the clouds. HENRY 

 

Perplexed and confused, yea, rash and inconsiderate, to say no worse 

of it, out of a preposterous zeal. TRAPP 

 

  The Outcome 

Judges 11:32-33  So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to 
fight against them, and the LORD gave them into his 
hand.  (33)  And he struck them from Aroer to the neighborhood of 
Minnith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim, with a great 
blow. So the Ammonites were subdued before the people of Israel. 

 

 RESPONSIBILITY 

 

  God Unmoved 

 

  The Fateful Return 

Judges 11:34-35  Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah. And 
behold, his daughter came out to meet him with tambourines and 
with dances. She was his only child; besides her he had neither son 
nor daughter. And as soon as he saw her, he tore his clothes and 
said, "Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low, and you 
have become the cause of great trouble to me. For I have opened 
my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot take back my vow." 

 

  Adamic Reasoning 

 

Leviticus 27:1-4  The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  (2)  "Speak to the 
people of Israel and say to them, If anyone makes a special vow to 
the LORD involving the valuation of persons,  (3)  then the valuation 
of a male from twenty years old up to sixty years old shall be fifty 
shekels of silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary.  (4)  If the 
person is a female, the valuation shall be thirty shekels. 

 

Judges 11:36-37  And she said to him, "My father, you have opened 
your mouth to the LORD; do to me according to what has gone out 
of your mouth, now that the LORD has avenged you on your 
enemies, on the Ammonites."  (37)  So she said to her father, "Let 
this thing be done for me: leave me alone two months, that I may 
go up and down on the mountains and weep for my virginity, I and 
my companions." 

 

Jeremiah 44:19  "When we made offerings to the queen of heaven 
and poured out drink offerings to her, was it without our husbands' 
approval that we made cakes for her bearing her image and poured 
out drink offerings to her?" 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:1,2  Guard your steps when you go to the house of 
God. To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of 
fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil. Be not rash with 
your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, 
for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words 
be few. 

 

  An Observation 

Judges 11:39-40  And at the end of two months, she returned to her 
father, who did with her according to his vow that he had made. 
She had never known a man, and it became a custom in 
Israel  (40)  that the daughters of Israel went year by year to 
lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the 
year. 

 

Jephthah, hasty in making a foolish vow, and too obstinate in 

performing it, marred the finest victory by the cruel death of his own 

daughter. Thus, in all the saints, something reprehensible is ever to 

be found; yet faith, though halting and imperfect, is still approved by 

God. There is, therefore, no reason why the faults we labor under 

should break us down, or dishearten us, provided we by faith go on in 

the race of our calling. CALVIN 

 

THE CONTROVERSY WITH EPHRIAM 
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 NO GOOD DEED GOES… 

Judges 12:1 Then the men of Ephraim gathered together, crossed 
over toward Zaphon, and said to Jephthah, "Why did you cross 
over to fight against the people of Ammon, and did not call us to 
go with you? We will burn your house down on you with fire!" 

 

  The Accusation 

 

Proverbs 18:19  A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong 
city, and quarreling is like the bars of a castle. 

 

Those resentments that have the least reason for them have 

commonly the most rage in them. HENRY 

 

  The Defense 

JUDGES 12:2-3  And Jephthah said to them, "My people and I were 
in a great struggle with the people of Ammon; and when I called 
you, you did not deliver me out of their hands.  (3)  So when I saw 
that you would not deliver me, I took my life in my hands and 
crossed over against the people of Ammon; and the LORD delivered 
them into my hand. Why then have you come up to me this day to 
fight against me?" 

 

If God was pleased so far to make use of me for his glory, why should 

you be offended at that? HENRY 

 

Judges 12:4  Now Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead 
and fought against Ephraim. And the men of Gilead defeated 
Ephraim, because they said, "You Gileadites are fugitives of 
Ephraim among the Ephraimites and among the Manassites." 

 

  When Logic Fails, Call Them Names 

  

They said in scorn, “You Gileadites that dwell here on the other side 

Jordan are but fugitives of Ephraim, the scum and dregs of the tribes 

of Joseph, of which Ephraim is the chief, the refuse of the family, and 

are so accounted among the Ephraimites and among the Manassites. 

Who cares for you? All your neighbours know what you are, no 

better than fugitives and vagabonds, separated from your brethren, 

and driven hither into a corner.” HENRY 

 

The greatest boasters and loudest pretenders are usually the greatest 

cowards ; and they who are themselves most in fault, are often prone 

to shield themselves, by accusing the innocent. BUSH 

 

THE CONCLUSION 

 

Hebrews 11:1-2  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.  (2)  For by it the people of old 
received their commendation. 

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who seek him. Hebrews 11:32-33  And what 
more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 
prophets—  (33)  who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced 
justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

 

 WHERE IS HIS FAITH? 

 

1) In his willingness to be … 

 

Colossians 3:12-13  Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience,  (13)  bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint 
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. 

 

2) In the employment of his … 

 

Deuteronomy 32:36  For the LORD will vindicate his people and have 
compassion on his servants, when he sees that their power is gone 
and there is none remaining, bond or free. 

 

3) In his desire to … 

 

4) In his acknowledgment that … 

 

5) In his attempt to … 

 

The  faith  whereby  they  wrought  these  great  things,  was the  

same,  of  the  same  nature  and  kind,  with  that  which  is  in  every  

true believer.  "Wherefore,  as  it  was  effectual  in  them  as  unto  

those  things and  duties  whereunto  they  were  called,  it  will  be  

so  in  us  also,  as  unto all  that  we  are,  or  may  be  called  unto. 

OWEN 


