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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

JULY 17th, 2022 

HEBREWS 11 

MESSAGE: “And what more shall I say? For time would fail 
me to tell of …Samson” (Pastor Fisher) 
 

THE INTRODUCTION 
 

  THE DESIGN 
 

Romans 15:4-6  For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope.  (5)  May the God of endurance and encouragement 
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord 
with Christ Jesus,  (6)  that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  AN INTRODUCTION TO SAMSON 
 

Judges 13:1-5  And the people of Israel again did what was 
evil in the sight of the LORD, so the LORD gave them into the 
hand of the Philistines for forty years.  (2)  There was a 
certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name 
was Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no 
children.  (3)  And the angel of the LORD appeared to the 
woman and said to her, "Behold, you are barren and have not 
borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a 
son.  (4)  Therefore be careful and drink no wine or strong 
drink, and eat nothing unclean,  (5)  for behold, you shall 
conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, 
for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he 
shall begin to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines." 
 

Judges 13:13-14  And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, 
"Of all that I said to the woman let her be careful.  (14)  She 
may not eat of anything that comes from the vine, neither let 
her drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. All 
that I commanded her let her observe." 
 

Hebrews 11:1-2, 32-40  …faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  (2)  For by it the 
people of old received their commendation. (32) And what 
more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 
prophets—  (33)  who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions,  (34)  quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became 
mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  (35)  Women 
received back their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise 
again to a better life.  (36)  Others suffered mocking and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment.  (37)  They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 

sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, afflicted, mistreated—  (38)  of whom the world 
was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, 
and in dens and caves of the earth.  (39)  And all these, 
though commended through their faith, did not receive what 
was promised,  (40)  since God had provided something 
better for us, that apart from us they should not be made 
perfect. 
 

THE MESSAGE 
 

  SAMSON, HERO OF THE FAITH? 
 

1 Corinthians 1:26-29  For consider your calling, brothers: not 
many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not 
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  (27)  But 
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong;  (28)  God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things 
that are,  (29)  so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God. 

 

  THE STRONG MAN’S WEAKNESS 
 

THE outstanding blemish in the character of Samson, a 

blemish which sadly interfered with his unreserved 

consecration to his divinely appointed life work, was the 

unbridled strength of his natural passion of love. T. KIRK 
 

 She Pleases My Eyes 
 

  The Danger 
 

  The Warning 

Exodus 34:12-16  Take care, lest you make a covenant with 
the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a 
snare in your midst.  (13)  You shall tear down their altars and 
break their pillars and cut down their Asherim  (14)  (for you 
shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is 
Jealous, is a jealous God),  (15)  lest you make a covenant 
with the inhabitants of the land, and when they whore after 
their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you 
eat of his sacrifice,  (16)  and you take of their daughters for 
your sons, and their daughters whore after their gods and 
make your sons whore after their gods. 

 

  The Wayward Eye 
 

Judges 14:1-3  Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah 
he saw one of the daughters of the Philistines.  (2)  Then he 
came up and told his father and mother, "I saw one of the 
daughters of the Philistines at Timnah. Now get her for me as 
my wife."  (3)  But his father and mother said to him, "Is there 
not a woman among the daughters of your relatives, or 
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among all our people, that you must go to take a wife from 
the uncircumcised Philistines?" But Samson said to his father, 
"Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes." 
 

 Twice Burned 
 

Judges 15:20  And he judged Israel in the days of the 
Philistines twenty years. 
 

 The Visit to Gaza 
 

  The Eyes Again 
 

His giving way to temptation at Gaza strengthened the power 

of lawless passion and weakened his power to resist, and this 

lowering of his character was not only a severe punishment 

but the cause of his ultimately losing the extraordinary 

strength with which God had endowed him. T. KIRK 
 

  Spared but Not Profited 
 

Psalms 51:9-12  Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all 
my iniquities.  (10)  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me.  (11)  Cast me not away from 
your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 
me.  (12)  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold 
me with a willing spirit. 
 

  DELILAH 
 

 Enemy Agent 
 

Judges 16:4-5  After this he loved a woman in the Valley of 
Sorek, whose name was Delilah.  (5)  And the lords of the 
Philistines came up to her and said to her, "Seduce him, and 
see where his great strength lies, and by what means we may 
overpower him, that we may bind him to humble him. And 
we will each give you 1,100 pieces of silver." 
 

 Eyes Attracted to the Forbidden 
 

  The Vineyard Attraction 
 

Numbers 6:1-4  And the LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying,  (2)  "Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, 
When either a man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow 
of a Nazirite, to separate himself to the LORD,  (3)  he shall 
separate himself from wine and strong drink. He shall drink 
no vinegar made from wine or strong drink and shall not 
drink any juice of grapes or eat grapes, fresh or dried.  (4)  All 
the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is 
produced by the grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins. 
 

 A Story Easily Known 
 

  The Wayward Eye Leads to Blindness 
 

Judges 16:19-21  She made him sleep on her knees. And she 
called a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his 
head. Then she began to torment him, and his strength left 
him.  (20)  And she said, "The Philistines are upon you, 
Samson!" And he awoke from his sleep and said, "I will go out 
as at other times and shake myself free." But he did not know 
that the LORD had left him.  (21)  And the Philistines seized 
him and gouged out his eyes and brought him down to Gaza 
and bound him with bronze shackles. And he ground at the 
mill in the prison. 

 

SAMSON, BLINDED HERO OF THE FAITH 
 

 Inspires Pagan Worship 
 

Judges 16:23-24  Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to 
offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to rejoice, and 
they said, "Our god has given Samson our enemy into our 
hand."  (24)  And when the people saw him, they praised 
their god. For they said, "Our god has given our enemy into 
our hand, the ravager of our country, who has killed many of 
us." 

 

The champion and avenger of Israel is now become the 

drudge and the sport of the Philistines. BUSH 
 

Hereby it is manifest that God will not suffer scandalous 

crimes to pass unpunished — no, not in his dearest children. 

GOUGE 
 

 Psalms 89:31-33  if they violate my statutes and do 
not keep my commandments,  (32)  then I will punish their 
transgression with the rod and their iniquity with 
stripes,  (33)  but I will not remove from him my steadfast 
love or be false to my faithfulness. 
 

 A Type, Not an Example 
 

 Where Is the Faith? 
 

  A General Reply 
 

  The Blind Man Begins to See 
 

The loss of his eyes shows him his sin, neither could he see 

how ill he had done till he saw not. HALL. 
 

  Samson Prays 
 

  THE WEAK MAN’S STRONG FAITH 
 

Judges 16:25-30  And when their hearts were merry, they 
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said, "Call Samson, that he may entertain us." So they called 
Samson out of the prison, and he entertained them. They 
made him stand between the pillars.  (26)  And Samson said 
to the young man who held him by the hand, "Let me feel the 
pillars on which the house rests, that I may lean against 
them."  (27)  Now the house was full of men and women. All 
the lords of the Philistines were there, and on the roof there 
were about 3,000 men and women, who looked on while 
Samson entertained.  (28)  Then Samson called to the LORD 
and said, "O Lord GOD, please remember me and please 
strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged 
on the Philistines for my two eyes."  (29)  And Samson 
grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested, 
and he leaned his weight against them, his right hand on the 
one and his left hand on the other.  (30)  And Samson said, 
"Let me die with the Philistines." Then he bowed with all his 
strength, and the house fell upon the lords and upon all the 
people who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his 
death were more than those whom he had killed during his 
life. 

 

 The Faith to Pray 
 

2 Corinthians 7:10  For godly grief produces a repentance that 
leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief 
produces death. 
 

This story…gives proof that grace decayed may, by 

repentance, be recovered, and that with the greater 

advantage. GOUGE 
 

Therefore let this be a comfort to all (those who are) 

…cleaving to the Lord in believing his promises, and obeying 

his will; that as their dying may differ from the ungodly, so 

they (in Gods account) shall differ, though their death differ 

not. ROGERS 
 

 Faith In the Word of God 

 

Here first mark this, that he notwithstanding he had lost his 

eyes, which should have guided his body, yet he was not 

unmindful of the work of his calling, namely, to plague the 

Philistines, ROGERS 

 

 A Faith That Trusted in the Covenant 

 

From God's accepting and answering the prayer, it cannot be 

doubted, that he looked upon himself in this transaction, not 

as a private but as a public person, extraordinarily called to 

be the instrument of a signal act of vengeance to the enemies 

of Israel and of God. BUSH 

 

 Christ In the Death of Samson 

 

 A Last Thought 

 

Hebrews 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received 
the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them 
from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers 
and exiles on the earth. 

 

Hebrews 11:39-40  And all these, though commended 
through their faith, did not receive what was 
promised,  (40)  since God had provided something better for 
us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 


