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“No Time for Barak” 

HEBREWS 11 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

Hebrews 11:1-3  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen.  (2)  For by it the people of old 
received their commendation.  (3)  By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was 
not made out of things that are visible. 

 

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who seek him. 

 

Hebrews 11:32  And what more shall I say? For time would fail me 
to tell of  (the faith of) Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 
and Samuel and the prophets— 

 

 THREE THOUGHTS 

 

  Order 

 

  What About Deborah? 

 

  No Time? 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

 EHUD IS DEAD 

 

Judges 4:1  When Ehud (the previous judge) was dead, the children 
of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD. 

 

  The Accumulative Power of Sin 

 

Jeremiah 44:22  So the LORD could no longer bear it, because of the 
evil of your doings and because of the abominations which you 
committed. Therefore your land is a desolation, an astonishment, a 
curse, and without an inhabitant, as it is this day. 

 

  Sold Into Slavery 
 

Judges 4:2a  So the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of 
Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. 
 

They alienated themselves from God as if he were none of theirs; and 

then God alienated them as none of his. M. HENRY 

 

Other tablets mention the tin trade, which, along with copper, was 

used to make bronze weapons. ISRAEL LAND OF CREATION 

 

  900 Chariots Under Sisera 

 
Judges 4:3 Jabin had nine hundred chariots of iron… 
 

Judges 4:2b The commander of his army was Si-ser-a, who dwelt in 
Ha-ro-sheth Hagoyim (or of the Gentiles). 

 
 

 DEBORAH THE PROPHETESS 
 

Judges 4:4-5  Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, 
was judging Israel at that time.  (5)  And she would sit under the 
palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the mountains 
of Ephraim. And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. 

 

Judges 4:4 Now Deborah (the “Bee”), a prophetess, the wife of 
Lapidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 
 

Deuteronomy 17:8-10  "If a matter arises which is too hard for you 
to judge, between degrees of guilt for bloodshed, between one 
judgment or another, or between one punishment or another, 
matters of controversy within your gates, then you shall arise and go 
up to the place which the LORD your God chooses.  (9)  And you 
shall come to the priests, the Levites, and to the judge there in those 
days, and inquire of them; they shall pronounce upon you the 
sentence of judgment.” 

 

 BARAK THE GENERAL 

 

  Some Geography 
 

Judges 4:6  Then she sent and called for Barak the son of Abinoam 
from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, "Has not the LORD God 
of Israel commanded, 'Go and deploy troops at Mount Tabor; take 
with you ten thousand men of the sons of Naphtali and of the sons 
of Zebulun; 

 

  The Order of Command 
 

(Barak) could do nothing without her head, nor she without his 

hands; but both together made a complete deliverer, and effected a 

complete deliverance. The greatest and best are not self-sufficient, 

but need one another. MH 

 

Judges 4:7  and against you I will deploy Sisera, the commander of 
Jabin's army, with his chariots and his multitude at the River 
Kishon; and I will deliver him into your hand." 

 

 FAITH IN ACTION 

 

  The Question and the Answer 
 

Judges 4:8  And Barak said to her, "If you will go with me, then I 
will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go!" 

 

Judges 4:9  And she said, "I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, 



2 
 

the road on which you are going will not lead to your glory, for the 
LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman." Then Deborah 
arose and went with Barak to Kedesh. 

 

  Keeping Focus 
 

Let us be faithful in weakness, though but weak in faith, and pray, 

"Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief." 

 

 THE BATTLE 
 

Judges 4:10-11  And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; 
he went up with ten thousand men under his command, and 
Deborah went up with him.   

 

  Hopeless 
 

(T)he presence of God and his prophetess was abundantly sufficient 

to balance that disproportion. M. HENRY 

 

Nahum 1:9-10  What do you conspire against the LORD? He will 
make an utter end of it. Affliction will not rise up a second 
time.  (10)  For while tangled like thorns, And while drunken like 
drunkards, They shall be devoured like stubble fully dried. 

 

  The Arm of Flesh will Fail 
 

Jeremiah 3:23  Truly, in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, And 
from the multitude of mountains; Truly, in the LORD our God Is the 
salvation of Israel. 
 

Jeremiah 17:5  Thus says the LORD: "Cursed is the man who trusts in 
man And makes flesh his strength, Whose heart departs from the 
LORD. 
 

Isaiah 59:19  So shall they fear The name of the LORD from the west, 
And His glory from the rising of the sun; When the enemy comes in 
like a flood, The Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard against him. 

  

 THE ROUT 
 

Judges 4:15-17  And the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and 
all his army with the edge of the sword before Barak; and Sisera 
alighted from his chariot and fled away on foot.  (16)  But Barak 
pursued the chariots and the army as far as Harosheth Hagoyim, 
and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; not a man 
was left.  (17)  However, Sisera had fled away on foot to the tent of 
Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite; for there was peace between 
Jabin king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite.   

 

  The Lord’s Victory 
 

Psalms 18:13-14  The LORD thundered from heaven, And the Most 
High uttered His voice, Hailstones and coals of fire.  (14)  He sent out 
His arrows and scattered the foe, Lightnings in abundance, and He 
vanquished them. 
 

Judges 5:20  They fought from the heavens; The stars from their 

courses fought against Sisera. 

 

  Barak’s Employment 
 

Barak bravely improves his advantage, follows the blow with 

undaunted resolution and unwearied diligence, prosecutes the 

victory, pursues the scattered forces, even to their general's head-

quarters at Harosheth (Jdg_4:16), and spares none whom God had 

delivered into his hand to be destroyed. HENRY 
 

Judges 4:22-24  And then, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to 
meet him, and said to him, "Come, I will show you the man whom 
you seek." And when he went into her tent, there lay Sisera, dead 
with the peg in his temple.  (23)  So on that day God subdued 
(humiliated) Jabin king of Canaan (the humiliated) in the presence 
of the children of Israel.  (24)  And the hand of the children of Israel 
grew stronger and stronger against Jabin king of Canaan, until they 
had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. 

 

THINGS TO REMEMBER 

 

 How does Barak demonstrate the blessings of faith? 

 
1) By believing that our God can use the … 

 

(W)hat matter is it how unlikely the means are, if in the hands of 

omnipotency? TRAPP 

 

2) God knows His enemies and ours and … 

 

1 Corinthians 15:55-57  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory?  (56)  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin 
is the law.  (57)  But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

3) Beware the difficulties of breaking free from … 

 

2 Chronicles 32:7-8  "Be strong and courageous; do not be afraid nor 
dismayed before the king of Assyria, nor before all the multitude 
that is with him; for there are more with us than with him.  (8)  With 
him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God, to help us 
and to fight our battles." And the people were strengthened by the 
words of Hezekiah king of Judah. 

 

4) Remember that when we side with God in any contest— 

 

Jeremiah 20:11  But the LORD is with me as a mighty, awesome One. 
Therefore my persecutors will stumble, and will not prevail. They 
will be greatly ashamed, for they will not prosper. Their everlasting 
confusion will never be forgotten. 

 

5) The wicked think that their means and circumstances will 

give them-- 

 

Nahum 1:7-8  The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; 
he knows those who take refuge in him.  (8)  But with an overflowing 
flood he will make a complete end of the adversaries, and will 
pursue his enemies into darkness. 


