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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

JUNE 26th, 2022 

HEBREWS 11 

MESSAGE: “Identifying with Christ (Again) or The Faith 

that Saved Rahab” (Pastor Fisher) 

 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 THE DEFINITION OF FAITH AND RAHAB 

 

Hebrews 11:1-3  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen.  (2)  For by it the people 
of old received their commendation.  (3)  By faith we 
understand that the universe was created by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are 
visible. 

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please 
him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

Hebrews 11:31  By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish 
with those who were disobedient, because she had given a 
friendly welcome to the spies. 

 

 THE STORY OF RAHAB 

 

Joshua 2:1-24  And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly 
from Shittim as spies, saying, "Go, view the land, especially Jericho." 
And they went and came into the house of a prostitute whose name 
was Rahab and lodged there.  (2)  And it was told to the king of 
Jericho, "Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out 
the land."  (3)  Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, "Bring 
out the men who have come to you, who entered your house, for 
they have come to search out all the land."  (4)  But the woman had 
taken the two men and hidden them. And she said, "True, the men 
came to me, but I did not know where they were from.  (5)  And 
when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men went out. I 
do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will 
overtake them."  (6)  But she had brought them up to the roof and 
hid them with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the 
roof.  (7)  So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan 
as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers 
had gone out.  (8)  Before the men lay down, she came up to them 
on the roof  (9)  and said to the men, "I know that the LORD has 
given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and 
that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you.  (10)  For 
we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea 
before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the 
two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon 
and Og, whom you devoted to destruction.  (11)  And as soon as we 
heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man 
because of you, for the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens 
above and on the earth beneath.  (12)  Now then, please swear to 
me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will 
deal kindly with my father's house, and give me a sure 
sign  (13)  that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers 

and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from 
death."  (14)  And the men said to her, "Our life for yours even to 
death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the LORD 
gives us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with 
you."  (15)  Then she let them down by a rope through the window, 
for her house was built into the city wall, so that she lived in the 
wall.  (16)  And she said to them, "Go into the hills, or the pursuers 
will encounter you, and hide there three days until the pursuers 
have returned. Then afterward you may go your way."  (17)  The 
men said to her, "We will be guiltless with respect to this oath of 
yours that you have made us swear.  (18)  Behold, when we come 
into the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window through 
which you let us down, and you shall gather into your house your 
father and mother, your brothers, and all your father's 
household.  (19)  Then if anyone goes out of the doors of your house 
into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we shall be 
guiltless. But if a hand is laid on anyone who is with you in the 
house, his blood shall be on our head.  (20)  But if you tell this 
business of ours, then we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath 
that you have made us swear."  (21)  And she said, "According to 
your words, so be it." Then she sent them away, and they departed. 
And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.  (22)  They departed 
and went into the hills and remained there three days until the 
pursuers returned, and the pursuers searched all along the way and 
found nothing.  (23)  Then the two men returned. They came down 
from the hills and passed over and came to Joshua the son of Nun, 
and they told him all that had happened to them.  (24)  And they 
said to Joshua, "Truly the LORD has given all the land into our hands. 
And also, all the inhabitants of the land melt away because of us." 

 

Joshua 6:20-25  So the people shouted, and the trumpets were 
blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the 
people shouted a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the 
people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and 
they captured the city.  (21)  Then they devoted all in the city to 
destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and 
donkeys, with the edge of the sword.  (22)  But to the two men who 
had spied out the land, Joshua said, "Go into the prostitute's house 
and bring out from there the woman and all who belong to her, as 
you swore to her."  (23)  So the young men who had been spies 
went in and brought out Rahab and her father and mother and 
brothers and all who belonged to her. And they brought all her 
relatives and put them outside the camp of Israel.  (24)  And they 
burned the city with fire, and everything in it. Only the silver and 
gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron, they put into the 
treasury of the house of the LORD.  (25)  But Rahab the prostitute 
and her father's household and all who belonged to her, Joshua 
saved alive. And she has lived in Israel to this day, because she hid 

the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.   

 

As a reward for this important service, when all the 

inhabitants of Jericho were put to the sword, Rahab and her 

family were preserved alive, and obtained a place among the 

peculiar people of God, — Rahab marrying Salmon, the 

prince of Judah, and thus becoming one of the ancestors of the 

Messiah. J BROWN 

 

THE MESSAGE 
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 KEEPING A SHARP FOCUS 

 

  The Main Lesson 

 

He now teaches us, that an alien woman, not only of a 
humble condition among her own people, but also a harlot, 
had been adopted into the body of the Church through faith. 
CALVIN 

 

Rahab, was by nature a Gentile, an alien from the stock and 
covenant of Abraham.  Wherefore, as her conversion unto 
God was an act of free grace and mercy in a peculiar manner, 
so it was a type and pledge of calling a church from among 
the Gentiles. She was not only a Gentile, but an Amorite, of 
that race and seed which in general was devoted unto utter 
destruction. J OWEN 

 

  The Oddity 

 

  Faith, Not Faith’s Works 

 

It hence follows, that those who are most exalted, are of no 
account before God, unless they have faith; and that, on the 
other hand, those who are hardly allowed a place among the 
profane and the reprobate, are by faith introduced into the 
company of angels. CALVIN 

 

  A Slight Adjustment 

 

 RAHAB’S FAITH  

 

Hebrews 11:1-3  …faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.   

 

Joshua 2:10  “For we have heard how the LORD dried up the 
water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, 
and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were 
beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to 
destruction. 

 

Joshua 2:12&13  “Now then, please swear to me by the LORD 
that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly 
with my father's house, and give me a sure sign that you will 
save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and 
all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death." 

 

  Things Not Seen, But Believed 

 

She professed her full persuasion of what God had promised 
to the Israelites; and of those whom fear kept from entering 
the land, she asked pardon for herself and her friends, as 
though they were already conquerors; and in all this, she did 
not consider men, but God himself. CALVIN 

 

   A Promise Fulfilled 

 

Exodus 23:27  I will send my terror before you and will throw 
into confusion all the people against whom you shall come, 
and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 

 

Deuteronomy 2:25  This day I will begin to put the dread and 
fear of you on the peoples who are under the whole heaven, 
who shall hear the report of you and shall tremble and be in 
anguish because of you.' 

 

Had Rahab not heard these things in reference to Jehovah as 

the God of Israel, or had she, like many of her countrymen, 

heard but not believed them, she could not have acted as she 

did; but having heard and believed them, she could not but act 

as she did. J BROWN 

 

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please 
him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

 

No Faith in Old Things, All Faith in New 

Things  

 

  What It Means to Believe that God Is 

 

   First, to come to God, is to… 

 

   Secondly, it is… 

 

It must, therefore, more distinctly be taken; namely, that he 
is the true God, the only true God, such a God as he hath 
revealed himself to be. GOUGE 

 

Thirdly, this is essential to 

believing that… 

 

  No Other Course 

 

  Persuaded by the Word and Evidence 

 

Romans 1:18-20  …the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by 
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their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  (19)  For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them.  (20)  For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things 
that have been made. So they are without excuse. 

 

Had she not believed, she would not have been delivered; had 
she remained an unbeliever, she must have perished among 
the unbelievers. J BROWN 

 

WHAT WE CAN APPLY 

 

1) Rahab’s story of both the… 

2) The path of most danger is… 

3) Real faith often... 

 

Romans 2:6-8  He will render to each one according to his 
works:  (7)  to those who by patience in well-doing seek for 
glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal 
life;  (8)  but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and 
fury. 

 

4) Faith, and nothing but faith, can enable persons 

cheerfully to make such sacrifices, to expose 

themselves to such dangers. J BROWN 

 

5) Lastly, consider once more what a wonderful story 

this is of God’s grace. 

 


