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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

JUNE 19th, 2022 

“The FAITH that BROUGHT DOWN JERICHO” 

HEBREWS 11 

 

MESSAGE: “Not Hiding the Glorious Deeds of the Lord” 

(Pastor Fisher) 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

THE FATHERS AT JERICHO 

 

 Hardly Anyone Over Sixty 

 

Numbers 26:63-65  These were those listed by Moses and 
Eleazar the priest, who listed the people of Israel in the plains 
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.  (64)  But among these 
there was not one of those listed by Moses and Aaron the 
priest, who had listed the people of Israel in the wilderness of 
Sinai.  (65)  For the LORD had said of them, "They shall die in 
the wilderness." Not one of them was left, except Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 

 

 A Testimony to the Power and Greatness of God  

 

Numbers 14:28-32  Say to them, 'As I live, declares the LORD, 
what you have said in my hearing I will do to you:  (29)  your 
dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your 
number, listed in the census from twenty years old and 
upward, who have grumbled against me,  (30)  not one shall 
come into the land where I swore that I would make you 
dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son 
of Nun.  (31)  But your little ones, who you said would 
become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall know the land 
that you have rejected.  (32)  But as for you, your dead bodies 
shall fall in this wilderness. 

 

 Sobering Memories 

 

Numbers 16:32-33  And the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed them up, with their households and all the people 
who belonged to Korah and all their goods.  (33)  So they and 
all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the 
earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of 
the assembly. 

 

Deuteronomy 29:2-6  "You have seen all that the LORD did 
before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all 
his servants and to all his land,  (3)  the great trials that your 
eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders.  (4)  But to this 
day the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes 
to see or ears to hear.  (5)  I have led you forty years in the 
wilderness. Your clothes have not worn out on you, and your 

sandals have not worn off your feet.  (6)  You have not eaten 
bread, and you have not drunk wine or strong drink, that you 
may know that I am the LORD your God. 

 

 At the Foot of the Walls 

 

Deuteronomy 30:14-20  But the word is very near you. It is in 
your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do 
it.  (15)  "See, I have set before you today life and good, death 
and evil.  (16)  If you obey the commandments of the LORD 
your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your 
God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his 
commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall 
live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the 
land that you are entering to take possession of it.  (17)  But if 
your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn 
away to worship other gods and serve them,  (18)  I declare to 
you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long 
in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and 
possess.  (19)  I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may 
live,  (20)  loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and 
holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that 
you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them." 

 

Deuteronomy 31:3-6  The LORD your God himself will go over 
before you. He will destroy these nations before you, so that 
you shall dispossess them, and Joshua will go over at your 
head, as the LORD has spoken.  (4)  And the LORD will do to 
them as he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, 
and to their land, when he destroyed them.  (5)  And the 
LORD will give them over to you, and you shall do to them 
according to the whole commandment that I have 
commanded you.  (6)  Be strong and courageous. Do not fear 
or be in dread of them, for it is the LORD your God who goes 
with you. He will not leave you or forsake you." 

 

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of 
them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He will 
not leave you or forsake you. 

 

STRANGE STRATEGY 

 

Joshua 6:6-10  So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and 
said to them, "Take up the ark of the covenant and let seven 
priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of 
the LORD."  (7)  And he said to the people, "Go forward. 
March around the city and let the armed men pass on before 
the ark of the LORD."  (8)  And just as Joshua had commanded 
the people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of 
rams' horns before the LORD went forward, blowing the 
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trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the LORD following 
them.  (9)  The armed men were walking before the priests 
who were blowing the trumpets, and the rear guard was 
walking after the ark, while the trumpets blew 
continually.  (10)  But Joshua commanded the people, "You 
shall not shout or make your voice heard, neither shall any 
word go out of your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. 
Then you shall shout." 

 

Joshua 6:20  So the people shouted, and the trumpets were 
blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and the wall fell 
down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man 
straight before him, and they captured the city. 

 

THE TEXT 

 

Hebrews 11:30  By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they had been encircled for seven days. 

 

FOUR LESSONS 

 

 First--the relationship between fathers and their 

children in this story is a very strong one. 

 

The Beginning of the Story 

 

   The Lame Excuse 

 

   The Excuse Exploded 

 

Numbers 14: …your little ones, who you said would become a 
prey, I will bring in, and they shall know the land that you 
have rejected.  (32)  But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall 
in this wilderness. 

 

  Eyes and Ears Opened 

 

Isaiah 29:18-19  In that day the deaf shall hear the words of a 
book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the 
blind shall see.  (19)  The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the 
LORD, and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy 
One of Israel. 

 

Isaiah 29:22-23  Therefore thus says the LORD, who 
redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob: "Jacob 
shall no more be ashamed, no more shall his face grow 
pale.  (23)  For when he sees his children, the work of my 
hands, in his midst, they will sanctify my name; they will 

sanctify the Holy One of Jacob and will stand in awe of the 
God of Israel. 

 

 Second--it brings up a vital question to you and me 

as fathers.  

 

The Nature of Our Faith 

 

Such folly manifests itself in most men : they trust to their wit, 

skill, strength, multitude of men, and preparations which 

themselves make, but seek not to the Lord. GOUGE 

 

   Fair-Weather Faith 

 

  Deeper Faith 

 

Deuteronomy 1:27-28  And you murmured in your tents and 
said, 'Because the LORD hated us he has brought us out of 
the land of Egypt, to give us into the hand of the Amorites, to 
destroy us.  (28)  Where are we going up? Our brothers have 
made our hearts melt, saying, "The people are greater and 
taller than we. The cities are great and fortified up to heaven. 
And besides, we have seen the sons of the Anakim there."' 

 

Face to Face 

 

Numbers 14:21-23  But truly, as I live, and as all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the LORD,  (22)  none of the 
men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt 
and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these 
ten times and have not obeyed my voice,  (23)  shall see the 
land that I swore to give to their fathers. And none of those 
who despised me shall see it. 

 

Leviticus 10:3  …'Among those who are near me I will be 
sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.' 

 

  A Body of Evidence  

 

  A Faith that Animates 

 

Third--it is your duty, as fathers, to not just tell these 

stories to your children, but to pass along your convictions 

concerning them and your own faith in God and their need for 

that same saving faith in their own hearts. 

 

Psalms 78:2-4  I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter 
dark sayings from of old,  (3)  things that we have heard and 
known, that our fathers have told us.  (4)  We will not hide 



3 
 

them from their children, but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the 
wonders that he has done. 

 

  Not Folklore 

 

Wherefore when Satan, or wicked men, or our own sins, or 

any kind of temptations stand, as Jericho, in our way to 

Canaan, pray to him that is able to remove these stumbling-

blocks, and believe as Christ advises., GOUGE 

 

  Children Take Note   

 

FOURTH--lastly, it illustrates for us the very nature 

of that faith that saves. 

 

Temptation 

 

It appeared to be a work childish and ridiculous; and yet they 

obeyed the divine command; nor did they do so in vain, for 

success according to the promise followed. It is evident, that 

the walls did not fall through the shout of men, or the sound of 

trumpets; but because the people believed that the Lord would 

do what he had promised. CALVIN 

 

  The Shout 

 

Joshua 6:16  And at the seventh time, when the priests had 
blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, "Shout, for 
the LORD has given you the city.” 

 

We may also apply this event to our benefit and instruction: 

for it is not otherwise, than by faith, that we can be freed from 

the tyranny of the Devil, and be brought to liberty; and by the 

same faith, it is that we can put to flight our enemies, and that 

all the strongholds of hell can be demolished. CALVIN 

 

Our Story 

 

Psalms 107:11-16  for they had rebelled against the words of 
God, and spurned the counsel of the Most High.  (12)  So he 
bowed their hearts down with hard labor; they fell down, 
with none to help.  (13)  Then they cried to the LORD in their 
trouble, and he delivered them from their distress.  (14)  He 
brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and 
burst their bonds apart.  (15)  Let them thank the LORD for his 
steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of 
man!  (16)  For he shatters the doors of bronze and cuts in 
two the bars of iron. 

 

1 John 5:3-5  For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome.  (4)  For everyone who has been born of God 
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith.  (5)  Who is it that overcomes 
the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 
of God? 

 

1 Chronicles 29:11  Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the 
power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all 
that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the 
kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. 

 


