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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

MAY 22nd, 2022 

HEBREWS 11 -- MESSAGE: “No Fear—Moses, Part One” 
(Pastor Fisher) 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 BABIES! 

 

BABY MOSES 

 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three 
months by his parents, because they saw that the child was 
beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 

 

  Setting the Scene 

 

Exodus 1:8-22  Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not 
know Joseph.  (9)  And he said to his people, "Behold, the people of 
Israel are too many and too mighty for us.  (10)  Come, let us deal 
shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they 
join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the 
land."  (11)  Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict 
them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom 
and Raamses.  (12)  But the more they were oppressed, the more 
they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians 
were in dread of the people of Israel.  (13)  So they ruthlessly made 
the people of Israel work as slaves  (14)  and made their lives bitter 
with hard service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the 
field. In all their work they ruthlessly made them work as 
slaves.  (15)  Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, 
one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah,  (16)  "When 
you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the 
birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she 
shall live."  (17)  But the midwives feared God and did not do as the 
king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children 
live.  (18)  So the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them, 
"Why have you done this, and let the male children live?"  (19)  The 
midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like 
the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the 
midwife comes to them."  (20)  So God dealt well with the midwives. 
And the people multiplied and grew very strong.  (21)  And because 
the midwives feared God, he gave them families.  (22)  Then 
Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every son that is born to the 
Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter 
live." 

 

  Five Observations  

 

1) See how quickly the place of … 

 

Psalms 118:9  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in 
princes. 

 

Psalms 146:3-5  Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in 
whom there is no salvation.  (4)  When his breath departs, he 
returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish.  (5)  Blessed is 
he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his 
God, 

 

2) Note too, how little things change … 

 

He valued them as slaves, but he feared lest they might become 

masters. J. MELANCTHON 

 

3) It is determined by the powers that be… 

 

Malachi 2:17  You have wearied the LORD with your words. But you 
say, "How have we wearied him?" By saying, "Everyone who does 
evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delights in them." Or by 
asking, "Where is the God of justice?" 

 

Proverbs 17:15  He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns 
the righteous are both alike an abomination to the LORD. 

 

4)  In the Book of Psalms it says, 

 

Psalms 10:3-4, 8-11  For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, 
and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD.  (4)  In 
the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all his thoughts 
are, "There is no God." (8) He sits in ambush in the villages; in hiding 
places he murders the innocent. His eyes stealthily watch for the 
helpless;  (9)  he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; he lurks 
that he may seize the poor; he seizes the poor when he draws him 
into his net.  (10)  The helpless are crushed, sink down, and fall by 
his might.  (11)  He says in his heart, "God has forgotten, he has 
hidden his face, he will never see it." 

 

“It was strange that they did not rather pick quarrels with the 

grown men, against whom they might perhaps find some 

occasion: to be thus bloody towards the infants, whom all must 

own to be innocents, was a sin which they had no cloak for. The 

enmity that is in the seed of the serpent against the seed of the 

woman divests men of humanity itself and makes them forget all 

pity.” M. HENRY 

 

5) And then, Pharaoh enlists those … 

 

It is not difficult to peer behind the scenes and behold one who was 

seeking to use Pharaoh as an instrument with which to accomplish 

his fiendish design. Surely, we can discover here an outbreaking of 

the Serpent’s enmity against the Seed of the woman. Had his effort 

succeeded, had all the male children of the Hebrews been slain, the 

channel through which the Savior was to come had been destroyed. 

A.W. PINK 
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  Concluding Preliminary Observations 

 

THE TEXT 

 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three 
months by his parents, because they saw that the child was 
beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 

 

 THE PARENT’S ORDEAL 

 

Exodus 6:20  Amram took as his wife Jochebed his father's sister, 
and she bore him Aaron and Moses, the years of the life of Amram 
being 137 years. 

 

  Parental Care 

 

   They are Yours 

 

Genesis 4:1  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and 
bore Cain, saying, "I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD." 

 

1 Chronicles 28:5  And of all my sons (for the LORD has given me 
many sons) he has chosen Solomon my son to sit on the throne of 
the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. 

 

Proverbs 1:8  Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake 
not your mother's teaching, 

 

   They are in Danger 

 

On this ground we ought, by faithful prayer, to lift up our children to 

God so soon as they are born; to bring them to the sacrament of 

baptism so soon as conveniently we may; to instruct them so soon as 

they are capable; to train them up to good callings, and to perform 

other duties betimes. (To) resist all Satan's temptations in the 

beginning. GOUGE 

 

   Unified Effort 

 

Luke 2:48  And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. 
And his mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 
distress." 

 

It will be therefore a good point of wisdom for both parents to 

observe what duties belong unto each of them in reference to their 

children, and wherein they may be best helpful one to another for the 

good of their children. GOUGE 

 

 PARADOXES OF MOSES 

 

He was the child of a slave, and the son of a queen. He was born in a 

hut and lived in a palace. He inherited poverty and enjoyed unlimited 

wealth. He was the leader of armies, and the keeper of flocks. He was 

the mightiest of warriors, and the meekest of men. He was educated 

in the court and dwelt in the desert. He had the wisdom of Egypt, and 

the faith of a child. He was fitted for the city and wandered in the 

wilderness. He was backward in speech and talked with God. I.M. 

HALDEMAN 

 

 FAITH AT WORK 

 

When He was Born 

 

   At an Inconvenient Time 

 

   A Boy!? 

 

   Criminals or Not 

 

Exodus 1:22  Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every son 
that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall 
let every daughter live." 

 

He was Hidden Three Months 

 

   Act and Pray, Pray and Act 

 

Psalms 56:3-5  When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.  (4)  In God, 
whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can 
flesh do to me?  (5)  All day long they injure my cause; all their 
thoughts are against me for evil. 

 

Nehemiah 4:9  …prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection 
against them day and night. 

 

   No Overt Dishonesty 

 

Exodus 2:3  When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a 
basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She 
put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank. 

 

Because They Saw That the Child Was 

Beautiful 

 

The particular reason was a visible stamp of God's respect to this 

child in the very favor and feature of it. The Hebrew expresses it by a 

general word that signifies good, and comprises under it every kind 

of goodness. GOUGE 
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Psalms 127:3  Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the 
fruit of the womb a reward. 

 

To this I answer, that the parents of Moses were not charmed with 

beauty, so as to be induced by pity to save him, as the case is 

commonly with men; but that there was some mark, as it were, of 

future excellency imprinted on the child, which gave promise of 

something extraordinary. There is, then, no doubt but that by his very 

appearance they were inspired with the hope of an approaching 

deliverance; for they considered that the child was destined for the 

performance of great things. CALVIN 

 

And They Were Not Afraid of The King's 

Edict 

 

…faith in God expels fear of man. GOUGE 

 

All By Faith 

 

   Not Fear—faith led them to hide 

him without fear. 

 

Psalms 27:14  Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take 
courage; wait for the LORD! 

 

   Faith in God’s Promise of His Care 

for Them 

 

Psalms 37:5, 39-40  Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and 
he will act. (39)  The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD; he 
is their stronghold in the time of trouble.  (40)  The LORD helps them 
and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and saves 
them, because they take refuge in him. 

 

   Faith in God’s Promise of a 

Deliverer  

 

 A CLOSING THOUGHT 

 

Isaiah 43:1-28  But now thus says the LORD, he who created 
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: "Fear not, for I 
have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 
mine.  (2)  When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the 
flame shall not consume you.  (3)  For I am the LORD your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you.  (4)  Because you 
are precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give 
men in return for you, peoples in exchange for your 
life.  (5)  Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring 
from the east, and from the west I will gather you.  (6)  I will 

say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of 
the earth,  (7)  everyone who is called by my name, whom I 
created for my glory, whom I formed and made."   

 


