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THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 FAMOUS LAST WORDS 

 

  Bouhours and Crockett 

  

  Joseph Alleine 

 

“O,” said he, “how sweet will heaven be!” Looking upon his 

hands, he said, “These shall be changed. This vile body shall 

be made like unto Christ's glorious body. O what a glorious 

day will the day of resurrection be! Methinks I see it by faith. 

How will the saints lift up their heads and rejoice!” 

 

  Moses’ Choice 

 

Genesis 50:24  And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am about to 
die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to 
the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob."  (25)  Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, 
saying, "God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my 
bones from here."  (26)  So Joseph died, being 110 years old. 
They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 

 

This is the last thing which Moses records respecting the 

patriarchs, and it deserves to be particularly noticed. J. 

CALVIN 

 

  Skipping Over 54 Years 

 

Genesis 50:19-21  But Joseph said to them, "Do not fear, for 
am I in the place of God?  (20)  As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 
many people should be kept alive, as they are today.  (21)  So 
do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones." Thus 
he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

THE TIMING 

 

   His Dying Hour 

 

…diffused happiness around him, and saw his father's house 

and his own descendants greatly multiplied. But as neither 

station, nor power, nor wealth, nor piety, nor all these 

combined, can preserve from the stroke of death, Joseph laid 

down his honors at the feet of the king of terrors, and was 

gathered to his fathers. JA JAMES 

 

   His Dying Concern 

 

1 Samuel 2:30b  …now the LORD declares: 'Far be it from me, 
for those who honor me I will honor, and those who despise 
me shall be lightly esteemed. 

 

1 Chronicles 16:13-18  O offspring of Israel his servant, 
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!  (14)  He is the LORD our 
God; his judgments are in all the earth.  (15)  Remember his 
covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a 
thousand generations,  (16)  the covenant that he made with 
Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac,  (17)  which he 
confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting 
covenant,  (18)  saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan, 
as your portion for an inheritance." 

 

THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM IN PARTS 

 

  The First Part  

 

Hebrews 11:9-10  By faith he went to live in the land of 
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.  (10)  For he was 
looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God. 

 

Hebrews 11:16  But as it is, they desire a better country, that 
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

 

John 14:1-3  "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; 
believe also in me.  (2)  In my Father's house are many rooms. 
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you?  (3)  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also. 

 

  Part Two 

  

Genesis 15:12-16  As the sun was going down, a deep sleep 
fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell 
upon him.  (13)  Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know for 
certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is 
not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted 
for four hundred years.  (14)  But I will bring judgment on the 
nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out 
with great possessions.  (15)  As for you, you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old 
age.  (16)  And they shall come back here in the fourth 
generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete." 
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THE FAITH OF JOSEPH 

 

  Faith’s Definition 

 

Hebrews 11:1 & 6  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen. And without faith it is 
impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him. 

 

   Things Not Seen 

 

   The Assurance 

 

Mere natural affection, and the touching memory of the olden 

time, may, to a large extent, explain what Jacob said on the 

subject. Joseph, on the other hand, has his eye exclusively 

fixed on what is " hoped for" and " unseen." R. CANDLISH 

 

Genesis 50:24-25  And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am 
about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of 
this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob."  (25)  Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, 
saying, "God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my 
bones from here." 

 

The  frame  of  his  spirit,  now  he  was  dying,  is  a sufficient  

indication  of  what  it  was  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life.  

He is  not  solicitous  about  the  disposal  of  his  wealth  and  

revenues,  which, no  doubt,  were  very  great;  but  his  mind  

is  wholly  on  the  promise,  and thereby  on  the  covenant  

with  Abraham. J. OWEN 

 

THE ACTIONS OF JOSEPH  

 

  The Faithful Servant 

 

   His Father 

 

Genesis 37:13-14  And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your 
brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send 
you to them." And he said to him, "Here I am."  (14)  So he 
said to him, "Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and 
with the flock, and bring me word." So he sent him from the 
Valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

 

   His Owner 

 

Genesis 39:4-6  So Joseph found favor in his sight and 
attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and 
put him in charge of all that he had.  (5)  From the time that 
he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, 
the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; the 
blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and 

field.  (6)  So he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, and 
because of him he had no concern about anything but the 
food he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and 
appearance. 

 

   His Jailor 

 

Genesis 39:22-23  And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in 
charge of all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever 
was done there, he was the one who did it.  (23)  The keeper 
of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in 
Joseph's charge, because the LORD was with him. And 
whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed. 

 

   His Pharoah 

 

Genesis 41:16  Joseph answered Pharaoh, "It is not in me; 
God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer." 

 

   His Family and His God 

 

Genesis 50:18-21  His brothers also came and fell down 
before him and said, "Behold, we are your 
servants."  (19)  But Joseph said to them, "Do not fear, for am 
I in the place of God?  (20)  As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as they are today.  (21)  So do 
not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones." Thus he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

   You, Me, and the Whole Church 

 

 THE CURIOUS THING 

 

  In the World, But Not of the World 

 

Titus 2:11-14  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people,  (12)  training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age,  (13)  waiting for 
our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ,  (14)  who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good 
works. 

 

1 Peter 3:8-17  Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, 
sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind.  (9)  Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but 
on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 
may obtain a blessing.  (10)  For "Whoever desires to love life 
and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his 
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lips from speaking deceit;  (11)  let him turn away from evil 
and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it.  (12)  For the 
eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are open 
to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who 
do evil."  (13)  Now who is there to harm you if you are 
zealous for what is good?  (14)  But even if you should suffer 
for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of 
them, nor be troubled,  (15)  but in your hearts honor Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect,  (16)  having a good 
conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who 
revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.  (17)  For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that 
should be God's will, than for doing evil. 

 

  The Great Concern 

  

Hebrews 11:13-16  These all died in faith, not having received 
the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them 
from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers 
and exiles on the earth.  (14)  For people who speak thus 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.  (15)  If they 
had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, 
they would have had opportunity to return.  (16)  But as it is, 
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 
has prepared for them a city. 

 

Job 19:25-27  For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the 
last he will stand upon the earth.  (26)  And after my skin has 
been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see 
God,  (27)  whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall 
behold, and not another. My heart faints within me! 

 

 Joseph does not require this transport of his bones, 

carried for 40 years through the wilderness… 

 

…from a superstitious principle as if it were better or safer to 

moulder in one place than in another nor even from a 

principle of natural and relative affection. This…was more 

than the language of nature both in the father and in the son 

for in them we behold not merely the natural desire of the man 

to rest in death with his fathers, but we see likewise the zeal 

the piety and the wisdom of the believer leaving to his family a 

solemn pledge of his dying confidence in the truth and 

faithfulness of God.  T. GIBSON 


