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TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

BACK
FUTURE
Welcome back! We have been following three 

groups on their adventures at the church. 
A group of older kids, who, after sliding 

down the yellow tube slide in the play area, ended 
up traveling through time. A younger group was 
trying to find out what had happened to their older 
brothers, sisters and friends, and the 
parents of the children were trying to 
work out exactly what was going on.

We left the time-travelers caught in 
the tube and moving from the days of Joseph to a 
new time and place.

We left the younger children puzzling over some 
music they had heard coming from the tube.

And the parents? Well, the ladies were in the play 
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In a recent article by Laura Sanders, 
she reports on a study done that 
shows that people who grow up 

outside of the city tend to be better 
navigators.

If you wander about and have to 
find your way around as a child, it 
supposedly “strengthens your mental 
muscles.”

She writes, “Nearly 400,000 people 
from 38 countries around the world 
played a video game called Sea Hero 
Quest, designed by neuroscientists and 
game developers as a fun way to glean 
data about people’s brains. Players 
piloted a boat in search of various 
targets. 

“On average, people who said 
they had grown up outside of cities, 
where they would have presumably 
encountered lots of meandering paths, 
were better at finding the targets than 
people who were raised in cities.”

In fact, the bigger and more grid-like 
the design of the city one grows up in, 
the more challenged one is to be able 
to perform such tasks.

“Other bits of demography have been 
linked to navigational performance, 
including age, gender, education and 
even a superior sense of smell.”

We can only imagine how a good 
nose helps you find your way around, 
but we can think of paths to be 
avoided and ones to follow based on 

what they might smell like!
We know of one sure navigational 

guide that helps no matter where you 
grow up or how well you can smell. 
The LORD says,

“I will instruct you and teach you in 
the way you should go; I will counsel 
you with my eye upon you.”

— Psalms 32:8  
            — Pastor Fisher

OUR SURE NAVIGATIONAL GUIDE
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go ...”

NAVIGATION QUESTIONS
1) Where in the Bible do you read about guiding a bear?
2) The wicked lead astray, what do the righteous do?
3) What happens, says the Lord by Isaiah, to the people of God who are led 
astray?
4) What Old Testament figure said that Jesus, would be betrayed by Judas?
5) From His throne, where does the Lamb lead His sheep?
                  (ANSWERS, PAGE 11)
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PARENTS
Remember, children are born with a decided bias 

towards evil; therefore, if you let them choose for 
themselves, they are certain to choose wrong.

The mother cannot tell what her tender infant may 
grow up to be — tall or short, weak or strong, wise 
or foolish; he may be any of these things or not; it is 
all uncertain. But one thing the mother can say with 
certainty: he will have a corrupt and sinful heart. It is 
natural for us to do wrong. Foolishness, 
says Solomon, is bound in the heart of 
a child (Proverbs 22:15). A child who 
gets his own way brings shame to his 
mother (Proverbs 29:15). Our hearts are 
like the earth on which we tread; leave it 
alone, and it is sure to bear weeds.

If, then, you want to deal wisely with 
your child, you must not leave him to 
the guidance of his own will. Think 
for him, judge for him, and act for 
him as you would for any weak and 
blind person, but for pity’s sake, don’t 
abandon him to his own wayward tastes and inclinations. 
His pleasures and wishes must not determine his 
direction. He doesn’t know yet what is good for his mind 
and soul, any more than what is good for his body. Don’t 
let him decide what he will eat, what he will drink, and 
what he will wear. Be consistent and deal with his mind 
in like manner. Train him in the way that is scriptural and 
right but not in the way that he fancies.    
          — J.C. Ryle

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, 

and let the wife see that she respects her husband.” 
— Ephesians 5:33  

Marriage is an institution of peculiar importance. It is of 
divine ordination and almost contemporaneous with the 
existence of the human race. It is the origin of families, 
the source of the continuance and welfare of nations. It 
distinguishes man from the brute creation, excludes the 
disorders of licentiousness, and cherishes the sweetest 
affections of the heart.

There is no union the quality of which is so intimate, the 
obligation of which is so binding, the consequences of 
which are so momentous. 

In light of this, those who hold a biblical and high view 
of marriage have always found the efforts of others to 

banish and degrade this God-ordained blessing, not only 
offensive and unwise, but vile and injurious, eroding 
morality and undermining the social happiness of families 
and society as a whole.

Hence many of the philosophers and legislators even in 
the heathen world were peculiarly solicitous to establish, 
to sanction, to encourage and to regulate this institution. 
But in this as well as in every other instance favorable to 
the welfare of mankind the gospel of our salvation has the 

preeminence. 
It classes the prohibition of the 

ordinance with the doctrine of devils, 
assures us marriage is honorable in all, 
leads us back to its commencement in 
paradise, renders the bond indissoluble, 
places it under the jurisdiction of heaven, 
takes from it an image to prefigure the 
union of Christ and his people, and 
often makes it the subject of particular 
instruction.

— William Jay, edited by GW Fisher
          

TEENS
“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and he will make 

straight your paths. It will be healing to your flesh and 
refreshing to your bones.” — Proverbs 3:6, 8

To acknowledge God is to go beyond the mere fact 
that God exists. We are told even the demons know and 
acknowledge God exists and they tremble (James 2:19). 
The acknowledgment talked about here is recognition 
that He is Lord over all, that He is who He says He is, 
and that we are to view Him as such with obedience and 
submission. This acknowledgment is connected directly 
to the next part of making straight your paths. This is not 
to say that by obedience to God your life will be easy and 
stress-free. In fact, we see throughout Scripture those who 
obey God often meet hardships, persecution, and some 
face death. This is speaking of the path of righteousness 
that leads to life as opposed to the crooked path that 
leads to death. Even in the shadow of persecution and 
tribulation, we can stand secure in the promises of God 
that our path is one that leads to life. This peace spreads 
to our whole self; the inner and outer self, our flesh and 
bones. As we have discussed in months past, this is how 
we should live our lives. It’s not just Sunday mornings but 
in every aspect of our lives.                     

       — Tyler Brillhart

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 7
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
2 Chloe Sawaya
8 David Wagner
13 Christian Onstot
     Martin Onstot
     Eleanor Harr

14 Reuben
     Montgomery
18 Jackie Ulmen
21 Audrey Fisher

25 Luke Anderson
30 Molly Onstot

When a person writes a book, 
it is customary to dedicate 
it to someone who has had 

an impact on the author’s life and 
thinking. When the Reverend Samuel 
Ward determined to publish a little 
work entitled, “The Life of Faith in 
Death,” which was a message based on 
the living speeches of dying Christians, 
he had no doubts about the dedication.

The work begins, “TO (MY) DEAR 
AND LOVING MOTHER.”

Ward says in this tribute to his 
mother, that he has serious admiration 
for Augustine, the great early preacher 
and theologian, because that man 
honored his mother so much after her 
death, that though her name might 
have disappeared into obscurity, her 
son’s testimony to her faithfulness kept 
Monica’s witness for Christ alive.

But then Ward speaks of yet another 
ancient Christian, one who lived at about 
the same time as Augustine, who was a 
champion of the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Ward confesses that he likes this man’s 
testimony to his mother better, and then 
explains that this servant of the Lord, 
named Gregory, dedicated all of his 
service to the church of Christ to his 
living and godly mother.

Samuel Ward then speaks of his own 
mother and states that she had the 
blessing of having both a father and 
a husband who were ministers of the 

Word, and who were so blessed by 
the Lord that her sons could truly add 
nothing to her “spiritual furniture.” 

MOTHER’S DAY 
A REFLECTION FOR

Augustine and his mother, Monica

SEE MOTHERS, PAGE 11
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PRAYER
“Answer me when I call, O God of 

my righteousness! You have given 
me relief when I was in distress. Be 
gracious to me and hear my prayer!” 
— Psalm 4:1

Prayer is such a wonderful thing. 
It is the way we communicate with 
God. In prayer we express our 
thankfulness to God (Philippians. 
4:6b); bring our sins before Him in 
repentance (1 John 1:9, 2 Chronicles 
7:14); seek wisdom (James 1:5); 
express our needs and concerns (Phil. 
4:6a, James 5:13); lift up our friends 
and family (Ephesians 6:18); and 
humble ourselves by even lifting 
up our enemies (Matthew 5:44) and 
those who are in authority over us 

(1 Timothy 2:1-2). As Christians, 
we are given the assurance that 
when we pray God hears us. We can 
approach God in prayer in confidence 
because of the work Jesus did on 
the cross. We can freely go to him. 
He is the God of our righteousness 
that cares for and loves his people. 
This particular psalm is another 
psalm written in distress. But in 
distress there is hope. Not because 
we have a positive outlook on life but 
because our God is one who hears 
our prayers, who gives us relief, 
and who, in his sovereignty, has all 
things planned from beginning to 
the end. So let us continue to have 
this communion with God through a 
healthy and consistent prayer life.     
                                 — Tyler Brillhart

BIBLE FROM PAGE 5

1) When is the first 
time an earthquake 
is mentioned in the 
Bible?
2) Who did not find 
God in an earthquake, 
though he looked for 
him there?
3) What city 
was to be visited 
with thunder, and 
earthquake and great 
noise?
4) What did the 
earthquake say to 
Ezekiel? 
5) Who was the 
king ruling when an 
earthquake mentioned 
by two separate 
prophets took place?
6) Which Book 
speaks most about 
earthquakes?
7) The Book of 
Hebrews quotes a 
prophet about shaking 
the earth — who is 
that prophet?
8) When will the 
biggest earthquake 
ever known take 
place?
9) True or false, 
Peter and Paul were 
delivered from prison 
by earthquakes?
10) What earthquake 
made a crowd speak?
(ANSWERS
PAGE 11)

BIBLE 
QUIZ
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yard where Mrs. Davis had chopped 
into the ground with a pickax, causing 
a shower of sparks and a trail of 
smoke, putting out all the lights. And 
the men? They were down under the 
platform in the storage area, known 
as the dungeon, beneath the church, 
trying to find a key and dealing with a 
big, black pack rat.

The last sight any of the adult men 
had, just before the ladies severed the 
electrical connection, was of the rat 
flying through the air towards them, 
tail twirling, paws spread out, and 
yellow teeth chomping.

With a loud, “YIKES!” Mr. Harr 
turned and headed for the stairs. The 
problem was, so did all the rest of the 
men. It was a bit like a cartoon where 
all the creatures involved are falling 
and climbing over one another to get 
up the stairs first.

They burst out onto the platform 
and paused to catch their breath and 
reconsider the matter. Mr. Anderson 
was the last one out the door and 
he was carrying a sad looking, 
unconscious rat by the tail.

“I used the hammer,” he said matter-
of-factly.

“That takes care of the rat problem, 
I guess,” said Mr. McKown, “but we 
still don’t know exactly where the 
keys are down there.”

“Maybe we better find out what 
happened to the lights first before we 
go poking around down there again,” 
said Mr. Brillhart.

****
Out on the playground, just before 

Mrs. Davis “clobbered” the electrical 
line, five older children ran across 

the yard, scrambled up the rock wall, 
through the gate, past the younger 
kids, up the climbing wall and onto 
the deck. They were looking for their 
friends but didn’t know what was 
going on.

Nathan said to Penny, John, Isaac 
and Olive, “They aren’t here. Let’s 
take the fast way down and go and 
check inside.”

Before anyone, young or old, 
realized what was happening, the five 
jumped into the tube and were gone, 
but no one noticed.

Shortly afterwards, the big dig 
began, and now Mrs. Montgomery 
leaned on her shovel and Mrs. Davis 
stood, the pickax on her shoulder, 
staring into the hole. The little string 
of smoke was still threading its way 
into the afternoon sky.

“I wonder what we did?” she asked 
no one in particular.

Whatever it was, it was drawing 

a crowd. The younger kids were 
already watching, and now men 
and women were flowing out of the 
dining room doors nearby. At its 
head was Mr. Anderson carrying his 
stunned rat.

He tied its tail in a knot on the fence 
and turned to see what had happened 
with the others.

As the crowd gathered around, 
Gresham piped up and said, “Mom 
clobbered something in the ground 
with that ax and there was a big spark 
and smoke came out.” 

“See!” he said, pointing to the last 
whisp drifting away.

The younger children, after 
examining the icky rat and satisfied 
that there was nothing interesting to 
see in the hole, moved back to the 
playground to listen again for the 
mysterious music.

Mr. Onstot said, “I think you may 

TUBE FROM PAGE 1

TUBE TIME 
TRAVELERS

SEE TUBE, PAGE 9
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have severed an electrical line; all the 
lights and power in the church went 
off.”

Mr. Sawaya got down on his knees 
and looked in the hole, waving the 
strong smell of burning things away 
with his hand. He could hear a faint 
arcing noise and sat up on his knees.

“That’s the problem I’m afraid. 
Good thing that pickax has a wooden 
handle!”

Mr. Montgomery said, “I’ll call the 
power company,” and turned to use 
his phone.

****
For the time travelers already in the 

tube, the trip started out like every 
other time. They were swept out of 
Joseph’s Egypt, swirled around a 
bit, and slowly the river debris and 
assorted creatures disappeared, and 
it was just them, turning right and 
left, shooting up and down, spinning 
around.

Suddenly, Luke, who was spinning 
around with Ephraim, Matthias, 
and Adam, saw an opening over his 
head a few yards down the tube. Out 
dropped Nathan, Isaac, Penny, Olive, 
and John! They slid into the flow of 
the tube’s motion and were carried 
swiftly along. Nathan tried to ask 
Luke what was going on, but things 
happened quickly in the tube, and 
it was hard to have a conversation. 
One minute you were bumping along 
on your bottom, the next you were 
skimming across the ceiling, hanging 
upside down.

Way up in the front were Julia and 
several of the group who had first 
stepped down into the empty pool 
back in Joseph’s Egypt. Dry now and 
spinning along, they were familiar 
with the whooshing sound that 
accompanied their travels through the 
tube until they were dumped out in a 
new location, but this time something 
different happened.

There was a brilliant strobe of light, 
a loud crackling sound, and then the 

sound of ripping—like when you pull 
apart Velcro.

Unlike other times, the tube seemed 
to split apart beneath them and rather 
than dumping all the travelers in one 
spot, they dropped onto the ground in 
a long line.

Julia, Emmalani, Riley, and Selah 
were at the front, and then various 
clusters of girls and boys, even some 
singles, leading back for about 1000 
yards.

“What was that?!” exclaimed 
Julianna.

“I’m not sure,” said Christian 
tentatively, brushing some sandy dirt 
from his clothes.

Eleanor sat back-to-back with 
Abigail and the two of them looked 
a bit stunned. At the far end, Ezekiel 
helped Marcus, Josiah M. and James 
to their feet and started trudging 
towards the others.

It was very quiet.

****
Ruth sat on the swing next to 

Anneliese.
“What do you think that music 

was?” she asked.

“I don’t really know,” said 
Anneliese. “It was so strange.”

Eden who was sitting on the cross 
beam nearby said, “It sounded like a 
harp or something.”

Micah walked up and offered, “The 
voice sounded like Julia McKown’s, 
I think.”

Isaiah, who was standing with his 
ear to the tube added, “Whoever or 
whatever it was, there isn’t so much 
as a whisper in there now. It is very, 
very quiet.”

Gresham joined them and said, 
“Mom clobbered something and now 
there are no lights in the church and 
look, here comes a big truck!”

Sure enough, crunching down the 
driveway into the backyard of the 
church was a huge Tacoma Power 
truck with a lift. And then another, 
and another and an assortment of 
SUVs and pickups.

Mr. Montgomery pulled the phone 
from his ear and looked at it. He 
was still trying to explain what had 
happened and couldn’t figure out how 
they made the connection so quickly.

The trucks working their way into 

SEE TUBE, PAGE 10

TUBE FROM PAGE 8
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the patio area finally came to a halt with 
the usual release of compression, and down 
climbed several power line workers in 
orange vests and variously colored hard 
hats.

A woman stepped from the group and 
asked, “Who’s in charge here?”

It was decided that, as the only deacon 
in the group, Mr. Frey was in charge. 
Everyone took a step back, leaving him 
standing at the front of the group of parents.

He looked over his shoulder at the 
retreating group and said, “I suppose I am.”

“Has anyone been digging around here?” 
asked the official looking foreperson.

“There may have been some shallow 
digging, yes,” replied Mr. Frey.

“Did anyone call or check online for 
power lines?”

“I don’t think so. You see, it was sort of an 
emergency, and we didn’t think we would 
be going very deep.”

The woman pushed her hard hat back on 
her head and said, “Well, we aren’t sure, 
but the power is out for this whole end 
of Pierce County, and we have traced the 
problem here. Where is this hole?”

The parents and children parted like the 
Red Sea and Mrs. McKown said, “Up 
there,” pointing to the play area.

Gresham stepped out and said, “Mom 
clobbered something in the ground and 
sparks and smoke came out!”

Mr. Davis took his hand and pulled him 
back into the crowd as everyone laughed 
nervously.

The crews of utility workers walked 
through the open sea of parents and 
children and peered into the hole; the arcing 
and sputtering noises were still making 
their way to the surface.

Mrs. Donovan from Tacoma Power told 
everyone to clear the area. They were going 

to need to bring some heavy equipment in 
to excavate the hole and get to the problem.

At that moment Mr. Anderson 
remembered his trophy hanging on the 
fence, but when he turned to fetch the rat, it 
was gone.

****
“Where do you think we are now?” James 

asked no one in particular.
Nathan and the others who had just come 

into the tube with him were still very 
confused. Penny asked, “What do you 
mean? How can you know where we are? 
I’ve never seen a place like this before.”

It was rather eerie in a way. Ezekiel and 
those at the tail end of the group had fallen 
out into what they assumed was nighttime, 
but the others were all standing in brilliant 
sunshine.

Marcus felt a shiver go up his spine.
“This darkness feels strange,” he said. “It 

is not like simple nighttime; you can almost 
feel it.”

“Strange too,” added James, “that if we go 
toward the south, it grows darker and more 
ominous, but if we move toward the others, 
things are clearer and brighter.”

“Did you notice too, that you can see 
people off in the distance there in the light, 
but in the dark, you can’t see anyone or 
anything?” asked Josiah.

“Well,” said Ezekiel, “let’s catch up with 
the others!” 

The group trotted into the light where the 
others were starting to gather around and 
get their bearings.

“There’s a village over there,” said 
Ephraim. 

“Let’s head for it,” said Julia. “Maybe we 
can figure out where we are and what time 
we are in at the moment.”

With that, the whole group headed into the 
Land of Goshen.

NEXT TIME: LAMBS, RATS AND SPARKS

TUBE FROM PAGE 9
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ANSWERS for BIBLE QUIZ (Page 7)
1) Job 9:6
2) Elijah (1 Kings 19:11)
3) Ariel (Jerusalem, Isa. 29:6)
4) “Blessed be the glory of the LORD from 
its place!” (Ezek. 3:12)
5) Uzziah (Amos 1:1 & Zech. 14:5)
6) Revelation
7) Haggai
8) Revelation 16:18
9) False, only Paul was so delivered in 

Philippi.
10) Matthew 27:54
ANSWERS for NAVIGATION story 
(Page 4)
1) Job 38:32
2) Prov. 12:26 (Guides his or her 
neighbor)
3) Isaiah 9:16 (They get swallowed up)
4) Acts 1:16 (David)
5) Revelation 7:17 
    (to springs of living water)

ANSWERS KEY SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit 
a short article, family news 
and/or pictures, or if there is 
anything else that you would 
like to contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.com. 
We reserve the right to edit or 
exclude any submitted material.

The TBPC Gazette is a publication of Tacoma Bible Presbyterian Church — 6202 S Tyler, Tacoma, WA 98409

Editor-in-Chief: Pastor G.W. Fisher — Production Editor: Brian Harr — Please submit any comments to tacomabpc@gmail.com

Samuel Ward

Ward’s own father was a minister of 
notable ability and high regard in his 
day.

Nevertheless, Samuel Ward goes 
on to reference Genesis 30:14, and 
states that Reuben, repining in the 
fields in the month of May, when he 
found mandrakes, 
had to bring them 
to his mother 
Leah to enjoy. 
So, adds the Rev. 
Ward, though his 
work would bring 
nothing new to his 
mother’s spiritual 
understanding that 
she was not already enjoying, he could 
not help, as her son, but share the 
blessings of the things he was to speak 
of with her. He saw their beauty and 
wonder and just had to share it with the 
one who had taught him to love them 
— they were his spiritual mandrakes, 
if you like.

In the course of the work, Ward has 
occasion to mention Augustine and his 
mother once more. He is talking about 
how inappropriate it is for the believer 
to be overcome with grief for those 
who die in the Lord (remember the 
theme of his work: “The Life of Faith 
in Death”), and he offers one final 
example, saying,

“Amongst many thousands, I choose 

to ... end with Monica and Augustine’s 
examples, the mother using this speech 
to her son: ‘All that I have desired to 
live to see is that which I now see — 
you, my son, a Christian. And now, 
what do I any longer in this base and 
impure world?’ And he of his mother: 
‘What cause have I to mourn for a 
mother of whose happiness I may be 
so well assured?’ ”

Both mother and son, says the 
preacher, found comfort in the other’s 
possession, by faith, of that eternal 
weight of glory, which is beyond all 
comparison, as Paul puts it in 
2 Corinthians.

In the testimony of Augustine and his 
mother you see what might be said to 
be the fulfillment of the Proverb before 
us today…

“Let your father and your mother 
be glad, And let her who bore you 
rejoice.” — Proverbs 23:25  

A woman can become a mother 
by giving birth or by adopting a 
child, but to be a Christian mother, 
a “Mother in Israel,” as the Bible 
calls it, is something far more 
complex.

Such a woman sees her children with 
a clearer eye, cares for them with a 
more profound sense of responsibility, 
trains them with a greater sense of 
mission, and carries hopes and fears 
for them of a much broader dimension.

           — Pastor Fisher

MOTHERS FROM PAGE 6“For I am sure 
that neither 
death nor life, 
nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things 
present nor 
things to come, 
nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, 
nor anything else 
in all creation, 
will be able to 
separate us from 
the love of God 
in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”
— Romans 8:38-39
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CHOCOLATE & 
FELLOWSHIP

The Ladies’ Activity Group met March 
31 at the church and enjoyed 

chocolate and a chance to get to know 
one another on a deeper level.


