
1 
 

TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 

MARCH 20th, 2022 

“LOVING AND DOING GOOD BY FAITH—ABRAHAM” 

HEBREWS 11:8 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 An Encapsulation 

 

Hebrews 11:8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 

called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was 

going. 

 

Genesis 11:31-32  Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of 
Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's 
wife, and they went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go 
into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled 
there.  (32)  The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in 
Haran. 

 

 The First Step—Leaving Ur 

 

  Getting a True Perspective 

 

   A Broad Brush Approach 

 

A Highly Developed Modern Society 

 

   One Other Aspect 

 

Romans 1:21-23  For although they knew God, they did not honor 
him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  (22)  Claiming to 
be wise, they became fools,  (23)  and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. 

 

kept in awe by that which is indeed nothing — only a mere show and 

fantasy. 

 

 Leave It 

 

 The First Stop—Haran 

 

Genesis 12:5  And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's 
son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to 
the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 

 

THE CALL 

 

Genesis 12:1-5  Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your 
country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land 
that I will show you.  (2)  I will make you a great nation; I will bless 
you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing.  (3)  I 
will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; 
And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  

 

 Get Out 

 

Joshua 24:1-3  Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem 
and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of 
Israel. And they presented themselves before God.  (2)  And Joshua 
said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Long 
ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of 
Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods.  (3)  Then I took 
your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all 
the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac. 

 

The word, translated go out, is a compound. It here inplies an utter 

leaving and departing from a thing. GOUGE 

 

We have here the call by which Abram was removed out of the land 

of his nativity into the land of promise, which was designed both to 

try his faith and obedience and also to separate him and set him 

apart for God, and for special services and favours which were 

further designed. HENRY 

 

 Stephen’s Inspired Testimony 

 

Acts 7:2-4  And Stephen said: "Brothers and fathers, hear me. The 
God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,  (3)  and said to him, 'Go out 
from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will 
show you.'  (4)  Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans 
and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him from 
there into this land in which you are now living. 

 

THE TEXT 

 

Hebrews 11:8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 

called (or being called) to go out to a place that he was 

to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 

knowing where he was going. 

 

By these two things, — his promptness in obeying, and his 

perseverance, was Abraham’s faith most clearly proved. CALVIN 

 

THREE THINGS TO CONSIDER 

 

 FAITH PRODUCED OBEDIENCE 

 

  What Manner of Faith? 

 

Hebrews 11:1& 6  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen. 6  And without faith it is 
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impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

 

Romans 4:1-5  What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our 
forefather according to the flesh?  (2)  For if Abraham was justified 
by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God.  (3)  For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted to him as righteousness."  (4)  Now to the one 
who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his 
due.  (5)  And to the one who does not work but believes in him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 

 

Galatians 3:6-7  …Abraham "believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness"?  (7)  Know then that it is those of faith who 
are the sons of Abraham. 

 

  What Manner of Obedience? 

 

(H)e did nothing but by God’s command; and no doubt it is one of the 

chief things which belong to faith, not to move a step except God’s 

word shows us the way, and as a lantern gives us light, according to 

what David says. (Psalms 119:105.) His faith then was not of an 

ordinary kind, which thus broke through all hindrances and carried 

him where the Lord called him to go. CALVIN 

 

 THE PROMISED INHERITANCE 

 

  Only Had by Letting Go 

 

Galatians 3:7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of 
Abraham. 

 

Hebrews 11:9-10  By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him 
of the same promise.  (10)  For he was looking forward to the city 
that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 

  

1 Corinthians 15:19  If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are 
of all people most to be pitied. 

 

 HE WENT, NOT KNOWING WHERE 

 

 

…went out, not knowing where he was going. 

 

Proverbs 16:3  Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will 
be established. 

 

Such ought our obedience to be to God's call, and to any 

manifestation of his will. It must be a simple obedience in subjection 

to God's will, without inquiring after the reason thereof, or without 

objecting any scruples or difficulties against it. GOUGE 

 

1 Peter 5:6-7  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand 

of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you,  (7)  casting all 
your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS 

 

• The God we worship and serve is…  

 

Psalms 25:8-10  Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs 
sinners in the way.  (9)  He leads the humble in what is right, and 
teaches the humble his way.  (10)  All the paths of the LORD are 
steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and 
his testimonies. 

 

• There are many voices in the world…  

 

• Justifying faith has several qualities:  

 

• You men and women of faith… 

 

The Lord, who meant to make Abraham a root out of which his 

church should sprout and grow, would not suffer him to be in danger 

of idolatry. GOUGE 

 

• And it is the same with you… 

 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18  Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. 
For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what 
fellowship has light with darkness?  (15)  What accord has Christ 
with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an 
unbeliever?  (16)  What agreement has the temple of God with 
idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will 
make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people.  (17)  Therefore go out from 
their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no 
unclean thing; then I will welcome you,  (18)  and I will be a father to 
you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord 
Almighty." 

 

Luke 18:23-30  But when he heard these things, he became very sad, 
for he was extremely rich.  (24)  Jesus, seeing that he had become 
sad, said, "How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God!  (25)  For it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 
God."  (26)  Those who heard it said, "Then who can be 
saved?"  (27)  But he said, "What is impossible with man is possible 
with God."  (28)  And Peter said, "See, we have left our homes and 
followed you."  (29)  And he said to them, "Truly, I say to you, there 
is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or 
children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,  (30)  who will not 
receive many times more in this time, and in the age to come 
eternal life." 

 

 It is this sort of trust and confidence in God that…  

 

1 Peter 3:15-16  …in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,  

https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=ps+119:105&t1=eng_nas&sr=1

