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Last time we left the big Crusader, John of Aldershot, 
trotting along with the army, carrying his two young 
“prisoners” with him. The children, pulled up into the 

saddle with him, were listening as John explained to them 
the Gospel.

This is all part of a story being told in a North African 
town by a grizzled Arab named Abu-Duwani, 
to a visitor from the court of King Henry 
II of England. The visitor’s name is Walter 
Thompson, and he is listening intently as Abu-Duwani goes 
on with his story.

Abu said, “The children listened carefully as John unfolded 
the story about the one true and living God, Maker of heaven 
and earth. He explained to them about sin and its terrible 
wage of death. And surely, my friend,” he continued, “the 
blessed Holy Spirit must have been at work, because when 
the children looked inside their hearts, they found that this 
thing called sin had taken root in their own lives.

“But my father was not yet broken in spirit, because he 
began to boast that he could see this awful thing in his own 
heart, but that he would dig it out of there and get rid of it 
himself.

“John of Aldershot knew better, of course, and he told my 
father that by his own works or efforts no man or boy could 

ever find peace with God. He went on with the 
story of God’s great plan of redemption through 
the blood of the Lamb, His very own Son the 

Lord Jesus Christ. He explained God’s sovereign design in 
making Jesus the Way, the Truth and the Life, telling the 
children that no adult or child could come to God but by 
Jesus Christ.

“They jostled along quietly for a bit and then the aunt of 
me asked, ‘Is this why you sing of Him so sweetly?’ In a 
voice broken with emotion, John replied, ‘Yes, my child 
this is the reason. He is my hope and my life, and I love and 

CHAPTER THREE

BY PASTOR FISHER

SEE ARABIAN, PAGE 7

AN ARABIAN TALE
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BLINDNESS
T he popular idea among 

evolutionists and psychiatrists 
that the concept of God is a 

human invention is evidence of what 
one might be tempted to call “Man’s 
Deity Complex.” Believing himself 
to be his own creator and that no 
great thought can exist outside of his 
own mind and heart, he then assumes 
that the idea of god itself must have 
been born in his fertile and profound 
imagination.

In short, nothing verifies man’s desire 
to be divine more clearly than his 
desire to be considered the inventor of 
god. I was doing some research and 
reading a blog by a female atheist who 
was quite taken with the recent writings 
of a Los Angles psychiatrist who was 
explaining where, why and how we 
invented god. The blogger describes 
herself as godless and child-free and 
seeks to convince her readers that she 
is content in such a state.

I suspect that if one must blog about 
how content he or she is, it becomes a 
bit suspicious as to just how content he 
or she really is. But that aside, what the 
woman does fail to realize is that she is 
not godless—to her, she is god. 

She writes glowingly about her life 
as if she were omnipotent, saying that 
because of the great choices she is 
making, I’ll have more money, more 
ability to be flexible and involved in 

my hobbies and goals, and I won’t lack 
love, friendship, or joy.

Focus on the assumed sovereign 
attitude in her words, and you will 
find that the “deity complex” is a 
driving force in her thinking. She is not 
godless—she is her own god.

She holds to the tenet of William 
Ernest Henley, the Victorian Poet…

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the 

scroll.
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul.
The fundamental problem, however, 

with all of mankind’s conceptions 
of God, whether it is envisioning 
himself as divine like Henley and 
this woman, or creating a deity in the 
imagination, is that men and women 
are spiritually blind. The fact that he or 
she is stumbling around in the darkness 
is obvious from all the grotesque, 
distorted, incomplete, and just plain 
awful conclusions he or she comes to 
in regards to who or what God really is.

Just consider the wealth and 
happiness this poor woman assumes 
will be hers simply because she desires 
it. She has no way of assuring these 
things, and yet she imagines she 
can. She imagines a weak creature 
like herself is a sovereign, and it is a 
distorted picture of true divinity.

“They speak idly everyone with his 

neighbor; with flattering lips and a 
double heart they speak. May the 
LORD cut off all flattering lips, and the 
tongue that speaks proud things, who 
have said, “With our tongue we will 
prevail; our lips are our own; who is 
lord over us?” — Psalm 12:2-4

“Men are strong: they may have a 
natural strength as men, a civil strength 
as magistrates; they may be too strong 
in themselves for other persons, and 
too strong in their armies and militias 
for other kingdoms and countries; but 
are they strong enough for God?” 
— Swinnock

The arrogance of man leaves him 
oblivious to the depth and extent of his 
spiritual blindness and his inability to 
know or understand God.

“The wicked in his proud 
countenance does not seek God; God is 
in none of his thoughts.” —Psalm 10:4

“To the Chief Musician. A Psalm 
of David. The fool has said in his 
heart,”There is no God.” They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable 
works, there is none who does good. 
The LORD looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see if there 
are any who understand, who seek 
God. They have all turned aside, they 
have together become corrupt; there is 
none who does good, no, not one.” 
— Psalm 14:1-3

“In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”
— 1 Corinthians 4:4

SEE BLINDNESS, PAGE 4

BY PASTOR FISHER

Lost in the dark
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You see, the arrogance of man 
assumes that he can conceive of and 
know God. The truth of the matter is 
that he is so blind and so willful in his 
enmity against God because of the 
Fall that he cannot and will not accept 
the evidence around him unless God 
chooses to cure that blindness and 
willfulness and reveal Himself to him.

The poor woman I referenced earlier 
thinks she has seen and considered 
God, and made the conscious and 
wise decision to reject the notion of 
His existence — but the evidence to 
the contrary is right before her eyes. 
If she thinks that she is god, and has 
the sovereign liberty to deny God and 
live on in happiness and impunity, 
guaranteeing to herself wealth, liberty, 
love and happiness, it is because she 
has not seen or known God at all.

The men and women of Judah in the 
days of Jeremiah the prophet thought 
the same thing — that they knew God 
— but their rejection of the prophet, 
their distortion of God and His Word; 
their willful persistence in their sin, 
demonstrated plainly that they neither 

knew God or loved Him.
“O generation, see the word of the 

LORD! Have I been a wilderness to 
Israel, or a land of darkness? Why do 
My people say, ‘We are lords; we will 
come no more to You?’” 
— Jeremiah 2:31

Spiritual blindness is the worst sort of 
blindness. In Tennessee there is a cavern 
with a vast lake in it called the Lost Sea. 
Shortly after you descend into the cavern, 
the guides extinguish the lights for a 
moment to allow you the experience of 
utter and complete darkness. You literally 
cannot see your hand in front of your face. 
Not long after the lights are out and you 
are truly blind, you begin imagining you 
can see things, but it does not take much 
exploration before you are convinced it is 
nothing more than your imagination.

This is akin to the nature of spiritual 
darkness that man was plunged into by the 
Fall.

“We grope for the wall like the blind, 
and we grope as if we had no eyes; we 
stumble at noonday as at twilight; we 
are as dead men in desolate places.” 
— Isaiah 59:10

“Before Christ becomes their prophet 

(people) are enveloped in ignorance 
and darkness. Men know nothing in a 
sanctified manner, they know nothing 
as they ought to know. Men in the dark 
cannot discern colors; so, in the state 
of nature they cannot discern between 
morality and grace; they take one for 
the other... In the dark the greatest 
beauty is hid. So, though there be such 
transcendent beauty in Christ as amazes 
the angels, man in the state of nature 
sees none of this beauty. The veil is 
upon his heart. A man in the dark is 
in danger every step he takes; so man 
in the state of nature is in danger, at 
every step, of falling into hell. …the 
darkness in which a sinner is, while 
in an unregenerate state, is worse than 
natural darkness; for natural darkness 
affrights. But the spiritual darkness 
is not accompanied with horror, men 
tremble not at their condition; nay, they 
like their condition well enough. ‘Men 
loved darkness.’ (John 3:19). This is 
their sad condition, till Jesus Christ 
comes as a prophet to teach them, and 
to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God.” 
— Watson

BLINDNESS FROM PAGE 3

THE LOST SEA, TENNESSEE
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PARENTS
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is 

old he will not depart from it.” — Proverbs 22:6
There are three things that parents must be careful about in 

assessing the spiritual welfare of their children.
The first is the natural tenderness of heart that most 

children have. The fact that they are easily touched by events 
or stories about God and His people may be a sign of grace 
at work in their hearts, but it may also 
be just the natural inclination of a young 
heart.

This is not to say that such tenderness 
should always be suspect, but that when 
it is evident, it should be attended with 
a prayer of thanksgiving and a request 
that the Holy Spirit would be at work and 
using it for the child’s growth in grace.

“You shall love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might.” 
— Deuteronomy 6:5  

Cultivating a tender love for God and 
His Word is a vital part of this work.

The second thing is the accumulation of knowledge, even 
about spiritual matters. The Holy Spirit certainly uses this 
and is essential to the practical application of it in the heart of 
a child, but sometimes young and old alike can be deceived 
by the possession of head-knowledge alone. Added to this is 
the child’s natural desire to please, which might translate into 
nothing more than a performance in memory work. 

Parents must cultivate this in the lives of their children 
so that it produces evident fruit in the way that they think, 
speak and act.

While we encourage the learning, parents must not be 
content with the mere accumulation of it. Again, where it 
is evident, there should be sincere thanksgiving and ardent 
prayer that the knowledge will not just fill the mind but the 
heart with true faith.

The third area is the knowledge of sin. It is possible to have 
a basic knowledge of sin but not really know the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin. Children need to understand that it is not 
just a matter of good or bad behavior, right or wrong, but 
a matter of disobedience to God that carries consequences 
unless there is forgiveness in Christ.

Without a proper understanding of sin, they cannot have a 
proper need of their Savior, and without that they cannot be 
saved.

         — Pastor Fisher

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let 

the wife see that she respects her husband.” — Ephesians 5:33  

OVERCOMING SELFISHNESS IN MARRIAGE
Selfishness is the great enemy of a blessed and productive 

marriage. It often manifests itself in subtle ways and 
becomes an issue before one even realizes it.

Here are a few things to remember to help 
keep it from catching you off guard in a 
loving Christian relationship.

a) Remember why you chose your mate.
b) Remember what you promised your 

mate.
c) Remember how you won your mate.
d) Remember that love deserves love in 

return.
e) Remember that you pledged your love 

before God.
f) Remember what marriage did to you —

it made you one flesh.
g) Remember the character of true love.

Here are a few things to do that will help to short-circuit 
selfishness:

• Accentuate the good in your mate.
• Minimize infirmities (beware of building them up into 

odious faults).
• Stir up what is good in your mate.
Make these three things a concerted effort — something 

worked on and cultivated — and you will find that love 
kindles love.        — Pastor Fisher

               
TEENS

“My son, do not forget my law, but let your heart guard 
my commandments; for length of days and years of life 
and peace they will add to you.” — Proverbs 3:1-2 (LSB)

Solomon writes here as a father to a son, “do not forget 
my law.” He is not speaking of his own decrees as king, 
but the law of God that he has held in his heart. While 
Solomon turned from God’s law in his own life (1 Kings 
11), there are some who believe that he turned back to 
God in his later life based on his writings in his latter 
days. Solomon’s writings point to an unending devotion 
to God. To not forsake him or his law. To fear the Lord. 
Solomon’s life should serve as a warning to us in many 
ways. If Solomon did turn back to God in repentance, 
then it is a wonderful picture of God’s mercy and how 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 10
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS
2 Liana Tamminga
3 Jin Yong
4 Gray Sinding
10 Walt Zeiger
20 Joe Sinding

21 Josiah Montgomery
23 David Zanghi
24 Ellie Sawaya
25 Marti Taylor
26 Nellie Lensch

30 Susan Padgett
31 Glen Luebke
     Marcus Wagner

1) Who is the first Jewish camel owner in the 
Bible?
2) Who was out meditating in the evening 
when he saw camels coming toward him?
3) Why was the camel “unclean” to the Jews?
4) Where do you find the oddest menu for a 
meal in the Bible? 
5) What do locust, camel’s hair, honey and 
leather have in common?
6) In which book of the Bible are camels 
mentioned most often?
7) What are numbers 2 and 3 in camel 
references?
8) Who had so many camels that they could 
not be numbered?
9) Who came to the King of Israel with a 
caravan of camels?
10) How many camels does the Bible say the 
magi brought to Jerusalem in search of Jesus?
(Answers on Page 11)

BIBLE QUIZ

YOUTH 
GROUP
TIME
The youth group met Feb. 16 
and Feb. 19 for fellowship, 
teaching, worship, and fun. 
If you are a parent of a 
Jr. high or high school-aged 
student and would like more 
information, please contact 
Tyler Brillhart 
at 360.689.9189 or 
tybrillhart@gmail.com.
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serve Him because He first loved me.’
“John was wise; the rest of the day’s 

ride was spent in silence. The two 
children, weary from the events of the 
past few days, became drowsy and 
nodded off into a nap that was broken 
only late in the day, when a general 
alarm of excitement moved like a 
shock wave through the whole troop.

“It was June the 15th, in the year of 
our Lord 1099.”

As Abu-Duwani spoke this way, 
I was confused by the old man’s 
Christian references and his tender 
attitude toward my fellow Englishman, 
John Aldershot. After all, this man 
had kidnapped Abu’s parents. I started 
to ask him about all of this, but he 
quickly went on with his story, and as 
he did, all became clear.

“The excitement that rippled through 
the army arose because those in the 
very front of the march had come 
within eyesight of their destination—
Jerusalem!” continued the old 
storyteller.

“The Crusaders galloped off in two 
directions and soon surrounded the city 
and began making camp. A thousand 
campfires now littered the hills and 
valleys around the ancient city, 
throwing dancing shadows against the 
city walls, giving a holiday atmosphere 
to a very serious affair.

“In the weak light of dawn, the city’s 
defenders made many appearances on 
the walls. A ram’s horn trumpet would 
sound on near a particular section, and 
a band of turbaned and scarfed heads 
would appear above the edge of the 
wall, either chanting praise to “Allah,” 
or death to the Crusaders below, 
while thrusting their weapons into the 
brightening sky.

“This went on all day, Thompson. 
But just after dark, the big knight, John 
of Aldershot, came to the children 
who were enjoying some roasted 
meat before one of the many fires, 
and sat down next to them. For a few 
moments, he just sat there staring into 
the fire as it crackled and popped and 
sent little ribbons of sparks into the 

dark night.
“‘Children,’ he said softly, ‘tomorrow 

there will be a great battle here. It is 
best that you be with your own people 
when it begins. This is best, whatever 
the outcome may be.’

“Throwing a small piece of wood 
into the fire and sending a shower 
of glimmering sparks into the air, he 
continued. ‘In a few moments I will 
release you. You must quickly make 
your way to the city and get inside. 
Young man,’ he said to my father, 
‘protect your sister.’

“Looking into the dark eyes of the 
two children, he added, ‘I hope that 
both of you will remember and think 
about the talk we had today and will 
think about Jesus, the King of kings. 
Men and women are foolish because 
of sin, and sadly, they often harm one 
another, but Jesus came to save us all, 
please remember that from our time 
together.’

“He paused, pointed toward a gate in 
the wall and said, ‘Go now!’

ARABIAN FROM PAGE 2

SEE ARABIAN, PAGE 8
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“As they stood, John placed a small 
pouch in my father’s hand. It was filled 
with coins.

“‘Take them to the edge of the camp 
and the path to the gate,’ he ordered a 
small band of foot soldiers.

“As they walked just to the edge of 
the firelight, my father noticed that the 
aunt of me turned and looked back. 
Twisting his own head around, my 
father saw John of Aldershot, lit up by 
the warm light of the fire, resting on 
one knee and praying.

“The aunt of me jumped back into 
the circle of light, ran over to the 
praying figure and kissed him softly 
on the cheek. She quickly ran back 
into the darkness and rejoined my 
father and their guardians.”

I took a swallow of tea and then 
asked, “Abu Duwani, did they make it 
safely inside the walls of Jerusalem?”

“Yes, Thompson, quite safely.”
My host chewed a bit of meat, sipped 

some of the thick tea and continued. 
“The next day the sun seemed 

reluctant to rise. Men and horses were 
anxious and restless. Eventually, the 
sun rose above the rim of clouds to the 
east and there was enough light for the 
clash to begin.

“The ground trembled as the 

assembled army marched on the 
walls. The scene was filled with the 
whistling sound of a million arrows, 
the clank of armor, the shouts of men 
and the neighing and snorting of 
horses.

“The walls were alive with thousands 
of men throwing death down upon 
the attackers. Below a phalanx of 
hardened troops pushed at the gates 
causing them to bulge inward.

“At first light, my father had left 
the security of his uncle’s home and 
entered the streets bustling with all 
the activity necessary to carry out 
the defense of the city. Carts full of 
arrows and spears, wounded soldiers, 
and supplies of all sorts were moving 
through the alleyways and streets.

“My father made his way back to the 
gate that stood opposite the camp of 
John of Aldershot. He finally reached 
the open court on the interior side of 
the gate. Running amid the noise of 
battle, ducking under the cover of a 
walkway when a shower of arrows 
rained down on the court, he finally 
reached a narrow entrance where 
troops constantly marched hurriedly to 
and fro. 

“Spying a momentary break in the 
action, he slipped into the entrance 
and ran down the well-worn stone 

stairs, passing a series of olive 
presses, across the room and back up 
another longer flight of stairs toward 
the daylight.

“As my father reached the wooden 
deck that hugged the great stone wall, 
a black-robed soldier turned and faced 
him. Suddenly the man’s eyes rolled 
back, and he almost fell on top of my 
father as his limp body collapsed and 
tumbled down the stairs pierced by a 
well-aimed arrow.

“The parapet was thickly manned 
with archers, spearmen, and even 
rock-throwers, all casting a hail of 
death down on the attacking Crusaders 
below.

“My father found a narrow slit, used 
as a rope slide, from which he could 
peek out over the battlefield. From the 
safety of this little nook, he searched 
the tangle of soldiers, horses, and 
weapons below for John Aldershot.

“Under him, he heard and felt 
the great gate spring open, and he 
watched as a swarm of berobed 
warriors poured out onto the open 
field beyond the walls.

“Riding forward to meet them, my 
father saw the giant of a man, John of 
Aldershot, ready to do battle.”

NEXT TIME: An Unexpected Turn 

ARABIAN FROM PAGE 7
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THE DUCK-BILLED PLATYPUS
What glows greenish blue, has a duck bill and is furry?

The Platypus is already one of 
the strangest critters on earth 
with its duck bill and webbed 

feet, otter-like furry body and a tail 
like a beaver, but recently scientists 
discovered that they glow greenish 
blue under UV lighting.

Researchers became curious when 
they discovered that other night-
time hunters glowed in this way 
as well. They were studying flying 
squirrels in Chicago and one of their 
experiments was to see what the 
creature might look like in ultra-
violet lighting. To their surprise, they 
glowed greenish blue! Next they 
looked at possums who also hunt at 
night, and found the same thing. This 
led to the test on the platypuses (no, 
it is not platypusii).

The hypothesis is that the green 
sheen makes the animals less visible 
at night, but more tests are needed to 
establish that issue.

Another odd thing about the 
platypus is that it is only one of a few 
venomous mammals. Spurs on the 
back of its hind feet secrete a venom 
that won’t kill a human but can cause 
serious swelling and “excruciating” 
pain according to the Australian 
Platypus Conservatory.

As you may know, these creatures 
live in only one place in the world, 
and yet they endure severe weather 
changes in their region in Tasmania.

Live Science says, “The bill of 
a platypus, sometimes called a 
duck-billed platypus, has a smooth 
texture that feels like suede. It 
is also flexible and rubbery. The 
skin of the bill holds thousands of 
receptors that help the platypus 
navigate underwater and detect 

movement of potential food, such as 
shrimp.”

This creature is another example 
of God’s creative power and 
wisdom. It is unique and curious in 
its appearance and habits. The first 
time one was exhibited in England 
it was labeled a fraud created by 
sewing parts of various animals 
together.

No fraud here, however. It is just 
a wonder created by a holy God for 
His own pleasure and our delight.

“O LORD, how manifold are your 
works! In wisdom have you made 
them all; the earth is full of your 
creatures.” — Psalm 104:24

WILD WONDERS

PLATYPUS QUESTIONS
1) Where in the Bible is a 
description of what is arguably 
the greatest maritime disaster 
in human history?

2) Who are described in the 
Bible as being “like irrational 
animals, creatures of instinct, 
born to be caught and 
destroyed?”

3) According to the law of 
Moses could one eat a platypus 
pie?

Answers Page 11
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even the vilest of sins are not beyond 
God’s power or willingness to 
forgive.

To keep God’s law and guard the 
commandments in your heart is our 
way of avoiding the sins of Solomon. 
It’s almost like Solomon is saying, 
“Don’t be like me. Don’t live the 
way I did. I turned from God, but you 
don’t have to.” There are many things 
in this life that are going to try and 
pull us away from God, many things 
that tell us that we can live any way 
we desire and still be a Christian. 
God gave us his expectations and 
requirements not as suggestions, but 
as commands. He has used the lives 
of sinful men and women to serve 
as warnings of lives lived in pursuit 
of fleshly desires. Let us continue to 
meditate upon the law of God, for this 
is the only way to have true peace in 
this life.

                     — Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“O Yahweh, how my adversaries 

have become many! Many are rising 

up against me. Many are saying of my 
soul, ‘There is no salvation for him in 
God.’” — Psalm 3:1-2 (LSB)

The great preacher, Charles 
Spurgeon, spoke on this psalm by 
saying, “If all the trials which come 
from heaven, all the temptations 
which ascend from hell, and all the 
crosses which arise from earth, could 
be mixed and pressed together, they 
would not make a trial so terrible as 
that which is contained in this verse. 
It is the most bitter of all affiliations 
to be led to fear that there is no help 
for us in God.” As Christians, we 
will have many who come against 
us in the small ways of critiques and 

insults, and some will even suffer 
persecution for the sake of Christ. 
There is a temptation to go to this 
place where David was here, to feel 
there is no help for us in God. 

We must remember that if we are in 
the hand of God, we are secure. This 
doesn’t mean hard times will never 
come, or that we will not suffer the 
consequences of sins we commit, 
but in Christ we are secure in our 
salvation. “For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:38-39). So often when we 
feel God is far off, it is not because 
he is, but because we have distanced 
ourselves from him. When we meet 
times of trouble or commit sin, we 
should run faster towards God and his 
great mercy. When we turn to him in 
repentance, he offers forgiveness and 
grace.

         — Tyler Brillhart
(LSB = Legacy Standard Bible)

BIBLE FROM PAGE 5

BRILLHART 
BAPTISM
Francesca and 
Immagin Brillhart 
were baptized 
Sunday, Feb. 6, 
by Pastor Fisher, 
alongside their 
parents Tyler and 
Dalton.



ANSWERS for BIBLE QUIZ 
(Page 6)
1) Abram (Gen. 12:16)
2) Isaac (Gen. 24:64)
3) Because it chews the cud but 
does not part the hoof (Lev. 11:4).
4) Jesus speaks of people straining 
out a gnat while swallowing a camel 
(Matt. 23:24).
5) They were the clothes and food 
of John the Baptizer (Mark 1:6)
6) Genesis (22 times)
7) Judges (4) and Matthew (3).
8) Midianites & Amalakites (Judges 

7:12)
9) The Queen of Sheba (1 kings 
10:2)
10) ZERO. There is no mention of 
any camels in the divine record.

ANSWERS for PLATYPUS 
STORY(Page 9)
1) Revelation 8:8,9
2) Those who indulge in the lust of 
defiling passion and who despise 
divine authority (1 Peter 2)
3) No (Leviticus 11:10)

ANSWERS KEY SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit 
a short article, family news 
and/or pictures, or if there is 
anything else that you would 
like to contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.com. 
We reserve the right to edit 
or exclude any submitted 
material.

The TBPC Gazette is a publication of Tacoma Bible Presbyterian Church — 6202 S Tyler, Tacoma, WA 98409

Editor-in-Chief: Pastor G.W. Fisher — Production Editor: Brian Harr — Please submit any comments to tacomabpc@gmail.com

THE RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP
MEET KRISTEN (KRIS) WILSON
Kristen Wilson was born in Omaha, Nebraska, and moved 
to the Lakewood-Steilacoom area in 1966. Her father, now 
deceased, was a social worker, and her mother is a retired 
RN. She grew up primarily in Steilacoom, raised a daughter 
there, who is raising Kristen’s grandson there as well.

Kris retired after 40 years in the fitness industry, including 
30 years in psych/mental health. She describes herself as 
outdoorsy and loving the rain. She enjoys outdoor activities and 
says it is in nature that she feels “closest to my Father and my 
Lord Jesus Christ. ... I see God in all things and everywhere.”

MEET THE HARRS
Brian and Karen Harr, along with Adam, 12, Amos, 
10, and Eleanor, 8, moved to University Place in the 
summer of 2020. Brian and Karen had previously 
lived in Los Angeles for 20 years and have been 
married since 2006.

Karen was born and raised in University Place and 
grew up in the Tacoma Bible Presbyterian Church. 
She works part-time at Heritage Christian School 
and Brian is a retired newspaper editor. The family 
has two cats, Tapatio and Cholula.

On Sunday, Feb. 6 the church welcomed new members, Kristen Wilson, Steve Battistin, and Brian and Karen Harr.
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