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Walter Thompson, a storyteller from the court 
of the English King, Henry II, sailed to North 
Africa in search of tales to bring back to the 

king’s court. In a port city he found an ancient and 
weathered storyteller named Abu-Duwani. Abu sent the 
children he was entertaining away and began to reveal 
a story unlike anything Thompson had ever 
heard before.

Abu-Duwani had just gotten to the part 
where his grandfather, a raider of Christian pilgrims on 
their way to Jerusalem, had come face to face with an 
army of Crusaders. The grandfather had led his men on a 
parallel trail and moved ahead of the approaching army. 
When the Englishmen drew near, they climbed the hill 
and, silhouetted against the blue sky, his grandfather and 
his men watched the army move along the trail below. 
Hiding among the raiders on the hill was Abu-Duwani’s 
young father, still a boy.

Walter Thompson tells us that Abu-Duwani went on 
with his story.

“The Crusaders soon noticed the menacing presence of the 
raiders, and a rider broke off from the head of the army and 
galloped swiftly to the middle of the line of march. Without 
missing a step, a group of horsemen in white tunics and a 

group of foot soldiers broke ranks and veered off 
toward grandfather and his assembled warriors.

“With a heart-piercing yell, my grandfather 
drove his heels into the flanks of his horse and headed down 
the hill, leading a charge into the company of troops making 
its way toward him. Like an avalanche, his men poured 
down after him.

“Meanwhile, my father’s sister sat on a flat rock under 
the shade of a tree near the entrance of my grandfather’s 
encampment. She was waiting for her father and her brother 
to return from the raids as usual. She kept a sharp lookout 

CHAPTER TWO

BY PASTOR FISHER

SEE ARABIAN, PAGE 7

AN ARABIAN TALE
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AUTHOR AND CONTEXT
Mollie Hunter, honored as 

Scotland’s greatest storyteller, 
has written many 
award-winning 
novels, including 
The King’s Swift 
Rider. A story on 
the independence 
of Scotland 
through the 
famed Robert the 
Bruce, The King’s 
Swift Rider 
depicts many of 
the major battles 
and clever tactics 
which were used 
to win Scotland’s 
freedom from English rule.

HISTORY 
The story of The King’s 

Swift Rider was inspired 
from the story of Scotland’s 
independence from English 
rule. As the author, Mollie 
Hunter, is from Scotland, we 
can assume the story of her 
country’s independence had a 
significant impact on the way 
she lived and wrote.

MAIN CHARACTERS
Martin Crawford, a 

young boy of 16, serves as 
the main character of the 
story; however, many other 
characters play important 
roles in the book, such as 
Robert the Bruce himself. 
Martin’s brother, Sean, comes 
into the story as prideful, but 

through Robert’s training, is 
made humble and considerate. 
These three characters make 

up a good portion 
of the feeling that 
the story gives 
the reader. Their 
sanctification 
throughout 
the story is 
remarkably 
described in a 
detailed manner. 

SUMMARY 
AND 
CONCLUSION 
The story begins 
and ends in a 

form that holds our hearts 
with feeling and compassion 
for both the English and the 
Scottish. In the middle, the 
main battles are described 
with a language that twists 
the imagination into the 
field of battle itself, tugging 
dramatically at our full 
engagement, thus creating 
in us the appearance of great 
focus and interest of the 
words on the page.

Overall, the story could be 
summarized as exciting, not 
ever giving a break to the 
reader, leaving us at the end 
of each chapter with a feeling 
of satisfaction, though still 
giving a notion of longing 
to know what happens next. 
Never before has a book been 
so vividly described as The 
King’s Swift Rider.

THE KING’S 
SWIFT RIDER

A BOOK REVIEW — BY EZEKIEL WAGNER

YOUTH GROUP
GAME NIGHT 
VERSION 2.0

The youth group met for the second time Jan. 19, 
as more than a dozen Jr. high students gathered for 
fellowship, worship, and fun. They enjoyed games, pizza,  
and a lesson on how the Bible came to be and why we 
are able to trust it. The youth group will continue to 
meet each month. If you are a parent of a Jr. high or 
high school-age student and would like more 
information, please contact Tyler Brillhart
at 360.689.9189 or tybrillhart@gmail.com.
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SEE FISH, PAGE 6

NOT YOUR USUAL SWIM PARTNER
A t 3.5 feet in length and 100 lbs, 

this is not the sort of fish you 
want to feel go brushing by 

you when you are splashing around 
down at Seaside. 

What makes the fish unique, aside 
from its interesting color and size, 
is the fact that it is the only known 
“warm-blooded” fish. Unlike other 
fish, the moonfish can keep its 
innards warmer than the temperature 
of the water it is swimming in.

A Live Science article reports: “In 
the study, the researchers attached 
temperature sensors and satellite 
tags to moonfish that allowed 
tracking of the fish’s movements 
and habitat preferences for up to 
eight months. The team monitored 
the moonfish body temperatures 
while the fish dove, finding that no 

matter what depth they were at, the 
fish’s body temperature hovered 
around 9 degrees Fahrenheit (5 
degrees Celsius) warmer than the 
surrounding water.”

The researchers found the opah’s 
blood vessels in the gill tissue 
are arranged in such a way that 
the vessels transporting cool, 
oxygenated blood from the gills to 
the body are in contact with those 
that move warm, deoxygenated 
blood in the opposite direction, from 
the body to the gills. In that way, 
the outgoing blood warms up the 
incoming blood. 

The researchers found the opah 
is able to increase the temperature 
of its heart, which likely helps the 
fish dive to depths and remain there 
for longer periods than they would 

otherwise be able to do. Other 
endothermic fish such as tunas and 
lamnid sharks, which can’t warm 
their hearts, must return to the 
surface in between deep dives to 
warm up, the researchers noted. The 
opah, however, are known to spend 
most of their time at depths between 
160 and 1,300 feet (50 and 400 
meters) without regular visits to the 
surface for warming up. (Jeanna 
Bryner Live Science Editor-in-Chief)

So, the next time you are at the 
Oregon Beach, keep your eyes open 
for the golden-eyed moonfish. One 
just never knows what might be 
swimming around out there!

And God said, “Let the waters 
swarm with swarms of living 
creatures, and let birds fly above the 

WILD WONDERS
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PARENTS
“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 

thanksgiving.” — Colossians 4:2

William Hendriksen writes this about prayer, “Prayer is 
the most important expression of the new life. As such is 
it the means of obtaining for ourselves and for others the 
satisfaction of needs, both physical and spiritual. It is also 
a divinely appointed weapon against the 
sinister attack of the devil and his angels, 
the vehicle for confession of sin, and 
the instrument whereby the grateful soul 
pours out its spontaneous adoration before 
the throne of God on high.”

Prayer is one of the greatest ways 
that parents can care for and love their 
children. God has commanded us to 
pray. It is not a ritualistic action that we 
perform because we are Christians, but 
it is communion with our God mediated 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. It is personal 
and impactful. To bring our petitions and 
thankfulness directly to God is an amazing reality. That an 
all powerful and infinite God would draw us to himself is 
something that we consider enough. 

Just as we pray for our own needs and give thanks for 
the things in our lives, we also have this charge to pray for 
others. We pray for our friends and we pray for our family 
and for those we love who do not know Christ to come to 
a saving knowledge of who he is. Time and time again we 
can look at our lives and the testimony of Scripture and 
see God’s faithfulness in answering prayer. To cover our 
children in prayer is absolutely crucial.

Praying for them: That God would guard their hearts 
from the constant draw of the world that seeks to pull them 
away from the truth. That they would grow in wisdom to 
make choices that honor God with their friends and other 
relationships. That they would remain rooted in the truth of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Praying with them: Setting the example and teaching 
them how to pray. Walking with them in this intimate act of 
coming before God. Letting them hear your heart for them. 
Being specific in what you pray. When Paul says to “be 
watchful” he is bringing forward the implication of staying 
alert for specific things to pray for rather than vague and 
empty repetition. 

And finally, thanksgiving. Children are a blessing from 
the Lord. We are to express to God our thankfulness for the 

gifts that he has given to us, in this context our children. 
What are you most thankful for when it comes to your 
children? Their health? Their faith? The joy they bring to 
you? It is also good to tell our children that we are thankful 
for them, that they are a great joy to our lives, that we are 
encouraging them in their walk in the faith, and that we 
are praying for them. How encouraging is it to hear that 
someone is thinking about us enough to pray for us? How 

much more encouraging would it be to 
our children for them to know that their 
parents are thinking of them and loving 
them enough to tell them they are praying 
for them?

               — Tyler Brillhart

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“However, let each one of you love his 

wife as himself, and let the wife see that she 
respects her husband.” — Ephesians 5:33

Husbands and wives have a mutual duty 
to love one another. It is true that this is 
listed as the peculiar duty of the husband in 

Ephesians and Colossians, but it is stated to be the duty of 
the wife in the Book of Titus (2:4).

“And so train the young women to love their husbands and 
children.” Titus 2:4 

This mutual bond of love is the evidence of grace in any 
marriage. It is the great comfort in marriage and is different 
from that which is simply sensual, or passion driven.

This sort of love flows out of a pure heart fervently and is 
not, as Steele says,

“…grounded on beauty, wealth, or interest; for these may 
soon wither and fail. Nor only upon grace and piety; for this 
may decay to the least degree, and in the opinion of both 
parties quite disappear but it must be grounded upon the 
command and ordinance of God, whereby of two they are 
made one flesh.

“And once the sacred knot is once tied, every man should 
think his wife, and every wife her husband, the fittest for 
them of any in the world. 

“True-hearted love will bring true content and constant 
comfort into that condition, will make all counsels and 
reproofs acceptable, will keep-out jealousy, that bane of 
marriage-comfort, will keep the thoughts fixed, and the heart 
chaste; for it is not the having a husband or wife, but the 
loving of them, that preserves from adultery.”

   — Richard Steele (Edited by Pastor Fisher)

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 9
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
7 Titus Hutton
9 Kim Zeiger
14 Eleanor Arndt
15 Claire Fisher
16 David Sinding, Jr.

17 Gregg Arndt
20 Reid Davis
22 Marty Hall
24 David Sinding, Sr.

25 Pearl Lee
      Riley Hutton
26 Micah Onstot
27 Jordan Arndt

BIBLE QUIZ
1) How many times are beards mentioned in the New 
Testament?
2) In which book of the Bible does it say not to trim your 
beard?
3) What famous preacher said that growing a beard was a 
“habit most natural, Scriptural, manly and beneficial?”
4) Who was famous for grabbing animals by their beards? 
5) Can you prove that King David had a beard?
6) Why did Joab grab Amasa by the beard?
7) Who pulled out the hair of his beard and sat down 
appalled?
8) Where is it implied that Jesus had a beard?
9) Who shaved his beard with a sharp sword?
10) Who went around with half-shaved beards?
(Answers on Page 9)

PREVIOUS QUIZ
(Here are the best answers the office could come up with)
1) How many people in the church either attended or have 
a family member who attended Shelton College? (45)
2) How many members were born in the Pacific 
Northwest? (Best guess: 91)
3) How many on the east coast or elsewhere? (Best guess: 
30+)
4) In how many states will you find other members of the 
Bible Presbyterian Church? (12)
5) How many of our members have ever been to 
Wittenberg, Germany, where Martin Luther lived and 
worked? (We don’t know!) 

We have one submission 
(Thank you Jonathan Anderson!)
1) 44 (including extended family)
Andersons x 5 (Robert Anderson attended)
Battles x 3 (Tammy Battle attended)
Lensches x 2, Harrs x 5 (Lensches attended)
Kathy Sinding, Dave Sinding, Sindings x 2, Sindings x 5, 
Stones x 4 (Kathy attended)
Joan Isenberger (attended)
Susan Padget, Arndts x 3, Fishers x 6, Fishers x 2 (Susan 
attended) (Editor’s Note: Pastor and Beth Fisher also 
attended Shelton)
Alex & Susan Mesler (Niece attended)
Bob Mullen (Sister attended)
2) 42 (church members not including covenant children)
3) 15
4) n/a
5) 7 (how do you know the answer? Nobody ever asked 
me!) 

PUZZLES

FISH FROM PAGE 4

earth across the expanse of the heavens. So God created 
the great sea creatures and every living creature that 
moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their 
kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:20-21

Is it not wonderful how often God surprises us by 
revealing something like this? Man says, “All fish are 
cold-blooded.” And God says, “No, I did not make them 
all that way, some I made this way!”

One day the eyes of men will look on their Maker, and as 
the prophet Isaiah says, they will see the Holy One of Israel.

FISH QUESTIONS
1) What book of the Bible mentions fish most often?
2) When Paul writes about fish, what is the context?
3) Where are men and women compared with fish and 
crawling things that have no ruler?
(Answers Page 9)
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on the approach and her youthful, clear 
eyes soon spotted a dust cloud rising 
lazily in the warm afternoon air.

“She stood on the rock and shaded 
her eyes from the bright sunlight 
with her slender and graceful fingers. 
She was looking expectantly for 
the familiar figure of her father, my 
grandfather, grinning and singing 
lustily at the head of his little army of 
raiders.

“But what she saw was a small 
figure, berobed in black, bursting into 
sight. It was my father running, his 
eyes bulging with terror. Close behind 
him rode a horseman, who leaned low 
in his saddle.

“The dear aunt of me, certain the 
rider was going to cut my father down, 
screamed. 

“But instead, the rider grabbed some 
of the billowing, over-sized robe my 
father was wearing, and with one 
mighty jerk, pulled him off his feet.

“My father kicked and punched, he 
yelled and he spit, but the man with 
the cross on his chest merely wrapped 
the excess cloak around the horn of his 
saddle and carried my father along.

“Behind this rider came a flood of 
others in the same snow-white tunics 
with the blood-red cross, flowing like 
water into a dry lake as they filled the 
camp’s clearing. My aunt got over the 
shock and turned to run away, but she 
found herself face to belt buckle with a 
giant of a man.

“Stunned, she stood anchored to the 
ground by feet that felt like lead. The 
big stranger simply and effortlessly 
slipped his hands under her arms and 
gently lifted her off the ground, much 
as a child would lift a doll.

“For the first time she saw the 
soldier’s face, at least part of it. A curly 
brown beard, a toothy grin, and two, 
twinkling brown eyes. The rest of his 
face, including his nose, was covered 
with a helmet of shiny bronze. The 
engaging smile threw her thoughts off 
balance, but she soon gathered herself 
and offered the expected high-pitched 

scream of terror, and began pounding 
and beating her little fists against the 
rock-hard chest of her captor.

“Laughing loudly at her punching 
protest, the giant slid her under one 
massive arm, mounted his anxiously 
prancing mount, and rode with her into 
the sea of soldiers.

I interrupted my friend at this point 
and blurted out, “Surely they were not 
killed, or you would not be here Abu-
Duwani!”

“You are correct, Thompson. The 
next morning, my father and his sister, 
gently tied back to back, were carried 
off by the troops. My aunt, facing 
backwards as they rode from the 
scene, wept at the sight of the burning 
tents, the only home she knew, eaten 
up by flames and sending columns of 
smoke into the late morning sky. She 
never spoke of that day without tears 
flooding her soft eyes.

“The main force was not hard to find, 
and soon the troop was back in its 
place among them, marching along in 
unbroken formation once again.

“When they stopped for the night, 
the troops broke into camps, fires were 
built and food prepared. The smell of 

freshly roasted goat meat wended its 
way through the camp and into the tent 
where my father and the aunt of me 
sat, tied together around a pole sunk 
deeply into the sandy soil.

“Eventually, a young boy brought 
my father and his sister a dish of bread 
and a pot of steaming meat and gravy. 
The youngster said, ‘My master says 
that if you give your word that you 
will not cause trouble, I am to untie 
you so you can eat. If you will not give 
your promise, I am to leave you to 
yourselves.’

“My father knew that if they did not 
eat, they would be too weak to do 
anything, so he promised that he and 
the aunt of me would offer no trouble. 
They were untied and the boy squatted 
nearby as they dipped big chunks of 
the bread into the pot and ate them 
hungrily. 

“The young observer spoke up and 
said, ‘You are blessed to be under 
the watchful care of my master, John 
of Aldershot. Not all of the men are 
as noble or kind as he. He is a true 
Christian knight and will see to it that 
no harm comes to you.’”

ARABIAN FROM PAGE 2

SEE ARABIAN, PAGE 8
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I interrupted Abu-Duwani at that 
moment, saying, “Wait! I have heard 
of this man! There is a plaque honoring 
him in the church in the village of 
Aldershot.”

“No doubt, Thompson,” replied Abu. 
“My father told me that although he 
had observed many fine warriors in 
those days, no one was as strong, as 
tall, or as adept at horsemanship in 
battle as John of Aldershot.”

The way this old Arab spoke of a 
Christian knight from England seemed 
strange and filled with an uncommon 
warmth of feeling. It seemed especially 
odd because the man had obviously 
killed his grandfather in battle, but 
I remained silent because I was 
completely mesmerized by Abu-
Duwani’s unfolding tale.

The old man continued, “On the 
march south, through upper Palestine, 
my father was treated firmly, but 
kindly. The jingle of harnesses and 
the rattle of armor were often attended 
by the pleasant chant that my father 
heard on the day they were captured. 
It’s simple yet beautiful words began 
to impact my father and his sister in a 
way that surprised them.”

As Abu-Duwani continued, adding 
details of the march south, the market 
square began to glow with cookfires in 
the various food stalls, and the flames 
of torches and lamps sent dancing 
shadows up and down the walls. The 

woman next to Abu-Duwani’s stall 
brought him a plate piled high with 
seared meat, and we stepped inside his 
modest doorway and sat down to eat 
the tender morsels with coarse bread, 
washed down with a thick, warm tea, 
and there, in his uncluttered and dimly 
lit home, his story continued.

“One day,” my host continued, “the 
English giant, John of Aldershot, 
ordered the guards to unbind my father 
and the aunt of me, and rather than 
having them ride along back to back 
on their usual donkey, the knight lifted 
them both onto his own big, powerful 
mount and pulled himself up behind 
them. At first, the aunt of me was a bit 
unsettled by this arrangement.

“The great horse towered over the 
chunky little donkey and was noticeably 
more spirited. The ground seemed too 
far away, and the horse seemed too 
skittish to be safe. I suspect my father 
may have been a little unsettled too, but 
he always denied it, perhaps a bit too 
much,” said Abu with a smile.

“Nevertheless, Thompson, the sister 
was soon comforted, for when big 
John Aldershot pulled himself into the 
saddle and reached his massive arms 
around them both, grabbing the reins, 
the frightening perch suddenly became 
a secure seat from which they could see 
much more than from the donkey’s back.

“As they moved along, the soldiers 
picked up the familiar chant once more. 
At the end of the song, the deep voice 

of John fell silent, and they rode along 
quietly for a while. As they rocked along 
to the horse’s gait, John eventually spoke 
to my father and his sister.

“Do you know my Jesus?” he asked. 
“He is the one I strive to serve with my 
whole life.”

“My father, gathering up some 
courage, spoke for the first time to his 
giant captor and asked, ‘Is He the One 
you have been singing about?’”

“Yes, yes,” said John softly.
“Our father taught us very little about 

such things,” my aunt replied. The 
big knight took this statement as his 
cue, and he began to share the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ with the two children 
enwrapped in his arms. 

“Think of it, Thompson, an English 
knight and nobleman telling the 
Gospel to two recently orphaned 
Arab children. Their mother had died 
about a year before the raid on their 
encampment from a fever that swept 
among them.

“The children listened intently as John 
told them about the one, true and living 
God, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
as he explained to them about sin and 
its terrible wage of death. And surely, 
my friend, the blessed Holy Spirit must 
have been at work, because when the 
children looked inside their hearts, 
they found that this thing called sin had 
taken root in their own lives. But my 
father was not yet broken in spirit.”

TO BE CONTINUED

ARABIAN FROM PAGE 7
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ANSWERS for BIBLE QUIZ 
(Page 6)
1) 0
2) Leviticus (19:27)
3) Charles Spurgeon
4) David (1 Samuel 17:35)
5) Yes (1 Samuel 21:13)
6) To pretend to kiss him, but really 
to stab him (2 Samuel 20:9-10)
7) Ezra (Ezra 9:3)
8) (Isaiah 50:6))
9) Ezekiel (Ezekiel 5:1)

10) The men of David (2 Samuel 
10:4)

ANSWERS for FISH STORY
(Page 6)
ANSWER KEY
1) The Gospel of John
2) The resurrection (1 Cor 15)
3) Habakkuk 1:14-15

ANSWERS KEY SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit a short 
article, family news and/or pictures, 
or if there is anything else that you 
would like to contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.com. We 
reserve the right to edit or exclude 
any submitted material.

TEENS
“For the LORD gives wisdom; 

from his mouth come knowledge and 
understanding; he stores up sound 
wisdom for the upright; he is a 
shield to those who walk in integrity, 
guarding the paths of justice and 
watching over the way of his saints.” 
— Proverbs 2:6-8

This passage gives us two pictures 
to consider: God as the possessor of 
all knowledge and wisdom, and God 
as the protector of his people. Let 
us first give thought to the first part. 
The one who seeks true knowledge, 
wisdom, and understanding will 
find God because God is the source 
of true knowledge, wisdom, and 
understanding. So many people don’t 
seek true wisdom. They seek the 
wisdom of the world that is blurred 
and skewed. The wisdom of the world 
changes with the world. As new 
trends come out, so the understanding 
of the world changes to be in line 
with the rest of the world. God’s word 
does not change because God does 
not change. True wisdom is grounded 
in the unchangeableness of God. It 
remains true from the beginning all 
the way to the end.

We also see here that God guards 
the ways of those who are his. 
He is a protector, a shield. Some 

translations of verse 7 refer to 
God providing “victory” for the 
upright. The Greek translation of 
the Old Testament translates this to 
“salvation.” This suggests that true 
victory that comes with wisdom is 
the deliverance of God’s people. Our 
victory in Christ, our salvation, is 
guarded. The world cannot take it 
from us. They can come against us 
in every way, but those who belong 
to God, who fear him, are safe and 
secure in the salvation that we have 
in Christ Jesus.

                     — Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“As for me, I have set my King on 

Zion, my holy hill. I will tell of the 
decree: The LORD said to me, ‘You 
are my Son; today I have begotten 
you.’” - Psalm 2:6-7

We now see a picture of what God 

has planned to do in response to the 
growing corruption and ignorance of 
the nations that come against him. 
God is Lord and King over all. He 
created the world to know this and 
because of sin the world has turned 
from God. We read in the verses prior 
to this one that he laughs at those 
who come against him and he terrifies 
them in his wrath. So now God has 
said that he will set his King over the 
earth who will bring the nations into 
submission to him. No king of the 
earth will ever have true dominion. 
No ruler will ever remove God from 
his throne. Heaven and earth are 
God’s.

When God says “you are my 
Son,” this is a twofold description. 
This is the basis for the Davidic 
king, but it is also the first Old 
Testament reference to the Father/Son 
relationship in the trinity. The true 
Son, the true King, is Jesus. Jesus 
is who rules over the nations. Jesus 
is the one who brings the people to 
submission. For those who love Jesus 
and belong to him, we rejoice in this. 
But those who reject him and hate 
God, the judgment that Christ brings 
to the earth is truly terrifying. Stay 
close to Jesus and always remember 
that you belong to him and that is the 
best place we can be.

               — Tyler Brillhart

BIBLE FROM PAGE 5
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Every year at this time, we point out 
how, as much as some things seem 
to change, there are other ways in 

which they remain the same.
When you set the timeless faithfulness 

of God over against the saga of mankind 
down through the ages, the contrast is 
overwhelming.

“God is not a man, that He should lie, 
Nor a son of man, that He should repent. 
Has He said, and will He not do? Or 
has He spoken, and will He not make it 
good?” — Numbers 23:19

Man, on the other hand, keeps 
pledging that he will be better and 
greater and further evolved with each 
passing year, and while he becomes 
marginally more sophisticated in some 
things, his basic problems, limitations, 
and difficulties remain the same, and 
he is able to regress at an alarming rate 
when left to himself.

His predictions are seldom accurate, 
his promises are suspect and often never 
fulfilled, and his performance is sub-
standard overall. He believes things about 
himself that are not evident, even expects 
them to a certain extent, but in doing so, 
he deceives himself and ends up having 
to create an alternate reality in order to 
make things appear as they are supposed 
to be, even though they are not.

As John Trapp says, the human heart 
is…

…inscrutable; It is full of turnings and 
windings, nooks and corners, wiles and 
sleights. — TRAPP

And all these things make even the 
best hearts unreliable, unstable, and 
subject to errors of all sorts in aim, 
performance, and judgment.

If man’s story 1,000 years ago is that 
he was constantly at war and suffering 
at the hands of uncontrollable natural 
disasters — what has changed?

If 500 years ago he was suffering 
under the oppression of capricious 

government regulation, subject to 
natural disasters, constantly at war, and 
pre-occupied by pop-culture events — 
what has changed?

And mankind’s greatest and most basic 
problem has always been the same—
ever since the fall, he has wanted to be 
God, been at war with the true God, and 
been a slave to sin in every generation, 
and it is this predicament that impacts all 
the other areas of his life and existence. 

Thomas Watson says of Adam,
“This worm, that was but newly crept 

out of the dust, now aspired after Deity. 
‘Ye shall be as gods,’ said Satan, and 
Adam hoped to have been so indeed ...”  
— WATSON

The temptation to be like gods has 
plagued men ever since and has been at 
the heart of man’s great dilemma. James 
Henley Thornwell says,

“The law of sin, as an operative 
element in the soul, is the virtual 
assertion of self-supremacy and 
self-sufficiency. It makes man a God 
to himself. ‘What else is sin?’ says 

the venerable Howe, ‘in the most 
comprehensive notion, but an undue 
imitation of God — an exalting of the 
creature’s will into a supremacy, and 
opposing it, as such, to the Divine?’ ” 
— THORNWELL

What Thornwell means is that sin 
does not lie quietly and inert in the soul 
of any man or woman — instead, it is 
a sort of driving power. In every form 
or manifestation, it is fundamentally a 
challenge to God and His Word.

The only ones who have ever escaped 
this condition and the problems it 
creates are those who have surrendered 
to the Gospel message and found 
peace with God through faith in the 
redeeming work of Jesus Christ on the 
cross at Calvary.

“Every man so long as he lies 
unrenewed and unreconciled unto God 
(how wise soever, or of how great parts 
soever he may seem to be to himself 
or the world), is nothing in effect but a 
madman, running to his own destruction 
in losing his soul and eternal life, 
when he seems most to gain the world, 
therefore he is called the fool.”  
— DICKSON

This is why John says that…
“Herein is love, not that we loved God, 

but that he loved us, and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.” 
— 1 John 4:10

The fact that God would send His Son 
to die for you and me, when we are by 
nature so jealous, so rebellious, so set on 
our own destruction, is evidence of the 
greatness of His love – a love that passes 
human understanding.

If you do not know this love, then 
you are trapped in that common God-
resisting, proud, and sinful state that 
leads to judgment—I pray that no one 
reading this is entering the New Year in 
such a condition.

— By Pastor Fisher

HAPPY OLD YEAR!


