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THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 AMBASSADORS  

 

 PERSONA NON GRATA 

 

  Not Invited, But Appointed 

 

Matthew 10:16, 22, 24-25  "Behold, I am sending you 

out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as 

serpents and innocent as doves. …and you will be 

hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who 

endures to the end will be saved. A disciple is not 

above his teacher, nor a servant above his 

master.  It is enough for the disciple to be like his 

teacher, and the servant like his master. If they 

have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 

much more will they malign those of his household.” 

 

  Spiritual Xenophobia 

 

John 15:18-20  "If the world hates you, know that it 

has hated me before it hated you. If you were of 

the world, the world would love you as its own; but 

because you are not of the world, but I chose you 

out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is 

not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, 

they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, 

they will also keep yours. 

 

 SILENCING THE AMBASSADORS 

 

  Intimidation 

 

Jude 1:16-19  These are grumblers, malcontents, 

following their own sinful desires; they are loud-

mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain 

advantage.  (17)  But you must remember, 

beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  (18)  They said to you, "In the last time 

there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly 

passions."  (19)  It is these who cause divisions, 

worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 

THE TEXT 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7  For to us a child is born, to us a son is 

given; and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.  (7)  Of the increase of his government and 

of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 

David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 

this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD 

of hosts will do this. 

 

THE ONE ON WHOSE SHOULDER RESTS 

THE MANTLE OF GOVERNMENT 

 

 The King’s Reign 

 

Jeremiah 23:5-6  "Behold, the days are coming, 

declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and 

deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land.  (6)  In his days Judah will 

be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is 

the name by which he will be called: 'The LORD is 

our righteousness.' 

 

Matthew 28:18-20  "All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me.  (19)  Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit,  (20)  teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age." 

 

 The Ambassador’s Challenge 

 

  Is the King Reigning? 

 

If He Were Not the Sinful World 

Would Implode 

 

Genesis 6:5  The LORD saw that the wickedness of 

man was great in the earth, and that every 

intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually. 

 

Genesis 6:11-12  Now the earth was corrupt in God's 

sight, and the earth was filled with 

violence.  (12)  And God saw the earth, and 

behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted 
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their way on the earth. 

 

 An Adjusted Focus 

 

Galatians 3:14  so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of 

Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we 

might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 

  

Galatians 3:26  for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 

God, through faith. 

 

Ephesians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 

 

There is nothing sufficiently noble in the characters of the greatest 

monarchs,  nothing  wise enough  in  their  maxims,  nothing  gentle  

enough  in their  administration,  nothing  sufficiently  glorious  in 

their  courts  or  exploits,  fully  to  represent  the  grandeur and  

glory  of  Messiah's  government. MacCOLLUCH 

 

HE IS or shall be called WONDERFUL  

 

Psalms 89:6-7  For who in the skies can be 

compared to the LORD? Who among the heavenly 

beings is like the LORD,  (7)  a God greatly to be 

feared in the council of the holy ones, and 

awesome above all who are around him? 

 

He is wonderful in his person, works, and sufferings. ALEXANDER 

 

Revelation 15:2-4  And I saw what appeared to be 

a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those 

who had conquered the beast and its image and 

the number of its name, standing beside the sea of 

glass with harps of God in their hands.  (3)  And they 

sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the 

song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and amazing are 

your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true 

are your ways, O King of the nations!  (4)  Who will 

not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you 

alone are holy. All nations will come and worship 

you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." 

 

  Embarrassed Ambassadors 

 

All his works are wonderful in their contrivance, execution, 

connection, and design. MacCOLLUCH 

 

   Even In His Suffering 

 

Lamentations 1:12  "Is it nothing to you, all you who 

pass by? Look and see if there is any sorrow like my 

sorrow, which was brought upon me, which the 

LORD inflicted on the day of his fierce anger. 

 

Psalms 69:20  Reproaches have broken my heart, so 

that I am in despair. I looked for pity, but there was 

none, and for comforters, but I found none. 

 

Isaiah 53:3-6  He was despised and rejected by 

men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces he 

was despised, and we esteemed him 

not.  (4)  Surely he has borne our griefs and carried 

our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 

by God, and afflicted.  (5)  But he was pierced for 

our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us 

peace, and with his wounds we are healed.  (6)  All 

we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—

every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid 

on him the iniquity of us all. 

 

   False Ambassadors 

 

Revelation 5:12 & 13  "Worthy is the Lamb who was 

slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and might and honor and glory and blessing!" "To 

him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 

blessing and honor and glory and might forever 

and ever!"  

 

COUNSELOR 

 

 Past, Present and Future 

 

 Poor Intelligence 

 

 Sound Direction 

 

…a counsellor,  prophet,  or  authoritative  teacher  of  the  truth, a  

wise  administrator  of  the  church,  and  confidential  adviser  of  

the  individual believer. ALEXANDER 

 

Isaiah 11:1-2  There shall come forth a shoot from 

the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall 

bear fruit.  (2)  And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest 

upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
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Colossians 2:3  … (In Christ) are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:28-31  God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing things that are,  (29)  so that no 

human being might boast in the presence of 

God.  (30)  And because of him you are in Christ 

Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 

righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption,  (31)  so that, as it is written, "Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord." 

 

THE CONCLUSION 

 

 BE ASHAMED 

 

  The Coming Disengagement 

 

1 Corinthians 4:12b-13  …When reviled, we bless; 

when persecuted, we endure;  (13)  when 

slandered, we entreat. We have become, and are 

still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all 

things. 

 

 WE ARE NOT ASHAMED 

 

There were certain ministers of state who had the right to go 

in and see the king whenever they chose to do so, and the pure 

in heart have just such a right given to them to go in and see 

their King at all times. In Christ Jesus, they have boldness and 

access with confidence in corning to the throne of the 

heavenly grace. Being cleansed by the precious blood of 

Jesus, they have become the ministers, that is, the servants of 

God, and he employs them as his ambassadors, and sends 

them on high and honorable errands for Him, and they may 

see him whenever their business for him entitles them to an 

audience with him. CHSPURGEON 


