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THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS 

1 TIMOTHY 3:16 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 RENDERING THE EXTRAORDINARY 

ORDINARY 

 

 THE EXTRAORDINARY MYSTERY 

 

THE TEXT 

 

1 Timothy 3:14-16  I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing 
these things to you so that,  (15)  if I delay, you may know how 
one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the 
church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the 
truth.  (16)  Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of 
godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the 
Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed 
on in the world, taken up in glory. 

 

 THE CONTEXT 

 

  Paul’s Desire 

 

 As you see in verse 14, the Apostle Paul was hoping to 

see Timothy soon, but he could not know for certain whether God, 

in His wise and good providence, intended to allow Paul to make 

the journey and visit his son in the faith and fellow worker. 

 

  The Pillar and Buttress 

 

  No Homogenization 

 

Is anything more venerable, or more holy, than that 

everlasting truth which embraces both the glory of God and the 

salvation of men? JOHN CALVIN 

  

Psalms 19:7-9  The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 
simple;  (8)  the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 
heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the 
eyes;  (9)  the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the 
rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 

 

 THE CHURCH’S MESSAGE 

Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was 
manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, 
proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken 
up in glory. 

 

Great Indeed, We Confess 

 

The Mystery or The Secret of Godliness 

 

Romans 16:25-27  Now to him who is able to strengthen you 
according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret 
for long ages  (26)  but has now been disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith—  (27)  to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

 

Christianity is a mystery, a mystery that could not have been 

found out by reason or the light of nature, and which cannot be 

comprehended by reason, because it is above reason, though not 

contrary thereto. It is a mystery, not of philosophy or speculation; 

but of godliness, designed to promote godliness. HENRY 

 

The Gospel is called a Mystery, because it is hid from natural 

reason, nor can ever be understood by any one, without Divine 

manifestation, and supernatural Revelation; so that in this 

Mystery, we must not confide in our own reason, but in the word 

of God: And that we may understand the word of God, we must 

beg the illumination of the Spirit. DICKSON 

 

He Was Manifested In The Flesh,  

 

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 

 

1 John 4:9-10  In this the love of God was made manifest among 
us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him.  (10)  In this is love, not that we have loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 

 

Vindicated By The Spirit,  

 

   Rejected of Men 

   Approved by the Spirit 

 

Romans 1:4   (Jesus) was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the 
dead… 
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Seen By Angels,  

 

They attended his incarnation, his temptation, his agony, his 

death, his resurrection, his ascension; this is much to his honor, 

and shows what a mighty interest he had in the upper world, that 

angels ministered to him, for he is the Lord of angels. HENRY 

 

Revelation 5:11-12  Then I looked, and I heard around the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of 
thousands,  (12)  saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb 
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing!" 

 

Proclaimed Among The Nations,  

 

   Preached to the Gentiles 

 

Acts 13:45-49  But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were 
filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by 
Paul, reviling him.  (46)  And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, 
saying, "It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to 
you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of 
eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.  (47)  For so 
the Lord has commanded us, saying, "'I have made you a light for 
the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 
earth.'"  (48)  And when the Gentiles heard this, they began 
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as 
were appointed to eternal life believed.  (49)  And the word of 
the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. 

 

Isaiah 11:10  In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a 
signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his 
resting place shall be glorious. 

 

Isaiah 60:1-3  Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory 
of the LORD has risen upon you.  (2)  For behold, darkness shall 
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD 
will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.  (3)  And 
nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 
your rising. 

 

   By Men 

 

Psalms 118:21-23  I thank you that you have answered me and 
have become my salvation.  (22)  The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone.  (23)  This is the LORD's 
doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

Believed On In The World,  

 

   Adored by All 

 

Revelation 5:9  … a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your 
blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, 

 

Who would have thought that the world, which lay in wickedness, 

would believe in the Son of God, would take him to be their 

Saviour who was himself crucified at Jerusalem? HENRY 

 

Taken Up In Glory. 

 

1 Peter 3:22  who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been 
subjected to him. 

 

Hebrews 1:1-9  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  (2)  but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of 
all things, through whom also he created the world.  (3)  He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high,  (4)  having become as much superior to angels 
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs.  (5)  For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are 
my Son, today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be to him a 
father, and he shall be to me a son"?  (6)  And again, when he 
brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels 
worship him."  (7)  Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels 
winds, and his ministers a flame of fire."  (8)  But of the Son he 
says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of 
uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.  (9)  You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, 
has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your 
companions." 

 

…to this very day he manifests the glory of his Deity, shewing 

what power he hath in heaven and earth, that all things are put 

under his feet. DICKSON 

 

Godliness is a mystery in all its parts and branches, from the 

beginning to the end, from Christ's incarnation to his ascension. It 

being a great mystery, we should rather humbly adore it, and 

piously believe it, than curiously pry into it … further than the 

holy scriptures have revealed it to us. HENRY 


