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SATELLITE CONSTELLATIONS
H ave you ever heard of a sat-

ellite constellation? This is 
the term used to describe vast 

satellite networks.
The launching of satellites was a 

limited activity until the last de-
cade. Beginning in 2010, things be-
gan to heat up satellite-wise. From 
the 1950s until then, about 10 to 60 
satellites were launched each year. 

Just in the last two years, 2,700 
have been sent into low earth orbit, 
raising the total number to 7,500.

But organizations like Amazon 
and others, as well as China, have 
proposed launching new “constella-
tions” of satellites that will lead to 
65,000 more shortly, and the total 
from all sources is pushing 100,000.

As you can imagine, this is 
causing some concern. There are 
already, due to collisions and 
attrition, believed to be some 128 
million pieces of space debris float-
ing around our planet, and obvious-
ly with the sorts of increases being 
proposed, that will only get worse.

Great efforts are needed to track, 

not only the satellite traffic it-
self, but all the junk that develops 
through collisions and other prob-
lems.

The next time your phone service 
balks, just remember that out there 
are thousands of satellites trying 
to keep you connected. The greater 
the demand for service, the more 
complex the issues become.

This network is nothing, of course, 
compared to the providence of 
God – that system whereby, with 
His perfect knowledge and wisdom, 
God works all things together for 
the believer’s good.

“Your faithfulness endures to all 
generations; you have established 
the earth, and it stands fast. By your 
appointment they stand this day, for 
all things are your servants.”

— Psalms 119:90-91

Westminster Confession of Faith
CHAPTER V Of Providence
I. God, the great Creator of all 

things, doth uphold, direct, dispose, 
and govern all creatures, actions, 

and things, from the greatest even to 
the least, by his most wise and holy 
providence, according to his infal-
lible foreknowledge, and the free 
and immutable counsel of his own 
will, to the praise of the glory of his 
wisdom, power, justice, goodness, 
and mercy.

SPACE QUESTIONS 
1) Where does it say that the Lord 
hangs the earth upon nothing? 
2) In which Book of the Bible are 
stars most often mentioned? 
3) What two books come in second 
in their mention of stars? 
4) What three books come in third?

(See answers on page 9)

ANSWERS TO HORNET QUES-
TIONS from LAST MONTH

How many times are hornets 
mentioned in the Bible and by what 
authors? Three times in the ESV and 
the Books are by Moses and in the 
Book of Joshua.

How are these hornets employed? 
To drive out the Canaanites.

WILD WONDERS
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As Mr. Harr hurried up the 
steps to fetch a hammer, 
Mr. Brillhart and the others 

began pulling open cabinet doors 
in the abandoned kitchen under 
the platform. He pulled one open 
casually and there, right in front of 
him, was a pile of shiny objects.

At the back of the cabinet was 
another rat hole. This was the 
place where the pack rat stored his 
treasures, at least some of them 
anyway.

There were pens from the office, 
a few used communion cups, an 
earring, a bracelet, a pile of juice 
box straws, a handful of paperclips, 
a few coins, and several sets of 
keys.

It was hard to tell how long some 
of the pieces had been hidden in 
the cabinet, but it was clear that he 
had been collecting things for some 
time.

“Hey, look at this!” said Mr. 
Brillhart. “I found his stash!”

The men gathered around and 
looked over the assorted pile of 
pack rat treasures.

“There are some keys in there,” 
observed Mr. Sawaya.

Just then, the owner of the 
treasure appeared at the hole in the 
back of the cabinet with what could 
best be described as a menacing 
grin — his yellow teeth chattering 
as he emitted a protest.

****
The mothers had made their way 

back out into the yard and were 
standing around the swings in 
the playground talking with the 

younger children, the ones who had 
heard the music coming from the 
tube.

“What kind of music was it?” 
asked Mrs. Onstot.

“It’s hard to describe, Mom,” 
replied Micah.

“It was sort of like a harp. It 
sounded like what I always thought 
angel music might sound like,” 
said Eden.

Mrs. McKown wondered if it 
might be Julia but wasn’t sure 
where she would find a musical 
instrument.

Mrs. Montgomery asked Mrs. 
Anderson, “If this playground 
is really attached somehow to a 

valve in that underground kitchen, 
shouldn’t we be able to find that 
connection?”

“Perhaps,” said Mrs. Anderson 
thoughtfully. A moment later she 
added, “We could get some shovels 
from the shed and dig a little.”

Isaiah had his ear on the tube, but 
the music had stopped some time 
ago and all had grown quiet again.

Micah sat looking into the mouth 
of the slide and Ruth stood with 
Molly nearby.

Eden, Gresham, Reid and Eli 
stood outside the fence clutching 
the links with their fingers, 

PART FOURTEEN

SEE TIME, PAGE 10

TUBE TIME 
TRAVELERS
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David is a third generation Tacoman, but he’s 
been tainted by 6 yrs in Southern California 
and 5 in Portland. He grew up in Fircrest and 
graduated from Curtis High School. He studied 
business at Pacific Lutheran University and 
studied cybersecutiry and the University of 
Washington. He works in IT and Cybersecurity 
... when he works. When he’s not working 
he likes to fiddle with cars, enjoys theology, 
off-roading and visiting friends far and wide. 
Visits may include, but not be limited to: robust 
fellowship around a carnivorous feast and 
provocative conversation.

NEW MEMBER MOMENT

DAVID 
HAMMERSTROM

BY PASTOR FISHER

Most American school children are taught that the War 
of 1812 was fought, in great part, because of the impress-
ment of American sailors into the British Navy. The British 
Empire was at war with France at the time, and though we 
were a neutral nation, officers from British warships would 
board American vessels at sea. If they found any sailors with 
a British, Irish, Australian, or Scottish accent, they would 
label them deserters from the British Navy and take them 
into custody.

We asked the King of England to stop this mistreatment of 
American sailors, but the King and his government refused 
to change their ways and so, when other abuses arose, the 
matter became intolerable and drove us into a second war 
with England.

Now, while this is the popular understanding of the matter, 
it might surprise you to know that Naval history tells it a 
little differently — not British Naval History, but U.S. Naval 
history. For example: the idea that is usually given is that 
these American sailors were resident citizens of the US who 
were denied their rights and seized by the British on the 
high seas. This was seldom the case and American sailors 
whose ships docked in England were not molested at all—
only ships at sea were subject to search and seizure.

Also, the reality was that many of the men taken were 
deserters from the British Navy. They were lured into deser-
tion by American merchants who paid higher wages than the 
Admiralty, but who were reluctant to pay American sailors 

what they demanded. 
“Many thousands of British seamen,” said Governor 

Strong of Massachusetts, in addressing the Legislature, May 
28,1813, “deserted that service for a more safe and lucrative 
employment in ours.” 

Secondly, President Washington had urged the need for, 

REAL STORY OF THE WAR OF 1812

SEE WAR OF 1812, PAGE 5
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THE CONGREGATION’S GOT TALENT

and the building of, a strong United 
States Navy. He knew that the ocean 
wall was our best defense against 
foreign invasion, and a strong Navy 
was the best guarantee of the safety of 
American commerce and trade on the 
high seas. But Jefferson, who was not 
fond of the military and opposed any 
sort of standing army or navy, ignored 
President Washington’s wise advice, 
and in his administration he allowed 
the military to sink into all but oblivion.

This forced the US to draw experi-
enced sailors from other sources — the 
British Isles in particular — and many 
Americans believed that Britain had 
the right to demand that those who 
were nothing more than deserters be 
returned. One of our Founding Fathers, 
the highly respected and honored Gou-
venuer Morris, wrote…

“That we, the people of America, 
should engage in ruinous warfare to 
support a rash opinion, that foreign 
sailors in our merchant ships are to be 
protected against the power of their 
sovereign, is downright madness.”

Thirdly, while there were some 
impressments, it happened less often 
than many people were led to believe. 
United States Representative Gaston of 
North Carolina declared on the floor of 

the House ...
“…at the moment war was declared, 

though inquiry was made, I could not 
hear of a single native seaman detained 
by British impressment.”

All of this takes nothing away from 
the bravery and sacrifice of those who 
fought to maintain our national sover-
eignty. The war came on us and, in the 
end, we had to defend ourselves.

However, as is so often the case, at 
the time of the war, most people heard 
what they wanted to hear, and the truth 
did not have much impact on their 
opinions. The motives for those who 
drove the nation into war and those 
who opposed it were mixed, of course. 
Some were true patriots; some were 
fiery belligerents, and others were pure 
mercenaries.

Of the three, the mercenaries are usu-
ally the most dangerous and in 1812 
there were plenty of men who were 
ready to take advantage of the situa-
tion. In one way or another, they knew 
they could profit from the matter and 
so they said what had to be said to gain 
the most advantage: politically, person-
ally, or financially. 

There have always been men and 
women like this and there always will 
be — not only in politics and the secu-
lar world, unfortunately, but also in the 

Church and the spiritual world as well.
Jude was inspired by God the Holy 

Spirit to specifically address this dan-
ger in the Church, and he deals with it 
under his general admonition that be-
lievers be vigilant and diligent in ear-
nestly contending for the faith against 
certain men who creep into churches 
unawares. These individuals, and they 
are as likely to be women as men in the 
present day, are ungodly and turn the 
grace of our God into a means of get-
ting a worldly advantage in some way. 
They deny the Lord God and Jesus 
Christ, speaking evil of things that they 
don’t know and taking what they do 
know, naturally, and using it to corrupt 
themselves and others.

Speaking of them, Jude writes…
“Woe to them! For they have gone in 

the way of Cain, have run greedily in 
the error of Balaam for profit, and per-
ished in the rebellion of Korah. These 
are spots in your love feasts, while they 
feast with you without fear, serving 
only themselves. They are clouds with-
out water, carried about by the winds; 
late autumn trees without fruit, twice 
dead, pulled up by the roots; raging 
waves of the sea, foaming up their own 
shame; wandering stars for whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness 
forever.” — Jude 1:11-13

WAR OF 1812 FROM PAGE 4

On Nov. 14 the church was treated to special music, first by 
Julia McKown on guitar, with Amy Onstot on piano, followed by 
Ezekiel Wagner, who read the hymn story then played ‘Tis So 
Sweet to Trust in Jesus.
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FALL CLEANUP



PARENTS
“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 

gave himself up for her.”  — Ephesians 5:25
Last month I gave some important statistics that should be 

considered when it comes to fathers being present and active 
within their homes. The impact it has on their children is cru-
cial. This is good, and a foundation to build upon, but there is 
more required than just being present and active. There is also 
the importance of modeling godly behavior 
and setting the example as the head of the 
home.

One of the greatest examples to set is the 
example of a husband. Paul Washer says 
the best thing a man can do for his children 
is to love their mother. Ephesians 5 says, 
“Love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her,” and 
“In the same way husbands should love 
their wives as their own bodies” (vv. 25 
& 28). When a man loves his wife in the 
biblical way, we are not only fulfilling a 
command from God, but we are modeling 
two major things to our children. 

The first is to our sons. They see how a man is to treat a 
woman. They see what is to be expected of them as men, 
husbands, and fathers. They see how they are to lead a family 
in gentleness and biblical authority.

The second way that is modeled is to our daughters. When 
we love our wives in the way we are commanded to in 
Scripture, our daughters see the standard for a husband. He is 
a person who knows how and when to be gentle, “husbands, 
live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor 
to the woman as the weaker vessel” (1 Peter 3:7), and when to 
stand strong in her defense and for her honor. These examples 
are all set by being in the Word and reflecting on the Word, 
being obedient to the commands of God that are given out of 
his love for us.              — Tyler Brillhart

TEENS
“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 

How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate 
knowledge?” — Proverbs 1:22

It has been said that the greatest question someone could 
ask is simply “why?” Why are things the way they are? Why 
do bad things happen to good people? Why do good things 
happen to bad people? Some of the great philosophical minds 
became great because they asked “why.” However, many of 
the why questions can be answered in Scripture. To study 

and to know Scripture is to be able to answer many of these 
questions. The one question Scripture seems to leave us in 
suspense about is the question of “how long.” If we know our 
Bibles, we know that God’s patience with sin and wickedness 
will eventually run out and evil will be done away with; but 
we don’t know when that will be.

Each of these three types of people (the simple, the scoffer, 
and the fool) are all satisfied in their own ways and live by 

their own desires. They hate knowledge. 
They hate the truth that is God and his law. 
We look at our world today and can ask the 
same question, how long? How long will 
sin be allowed to run wild? We do not know 
this answer, but what we do know is that 
Christ will indeed return and make all things 
new. Wickedness will be no more, and never 
again shall we ask the question “how long?” 
And what a great and wonderful day that 
will be!      — Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“He who sits in the heavens laughs; the 

Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his 
wrath, and terrify them in his fury.” — Psalm 2:4-5

Last month there was a focus on the earth. The nations. This 
month the scene shifts to heaven. We have a picture of the 
One who is enthroned in heaven. A laugh comes from God 
on the throne towards the nations of the world. For me, this is 
such a great comfort when I think of the turmoil in the world. 
When things feel out of control to us, the Lord in heaven 
is not set back in His plans. God is in perfect and complete 
control. There is nothing that we, as creatures, can do to 
cause God to shake and worry. In fact, this passage paints the 
opposite picture. It is not God who trembles because of the 
wickedness of man, but He is the one who causes the nations 
to tremble. 

This is a very scary thing, the wrath of God. For one day 
the entire world will experience this wrath. However, there is 
good news! Those who belong to God in Christ are not under 
the wrath of God. We have been saved from this wrath. We 
are counted as righteous because of the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. Christ took the wrath of God upon himself, in 
our place. It is good for us to pray for the nations of the world, 
that people would come to know the love of Christ and look 
to him as their hope and salvation. And it is our jobs to shine 
the love of Jesus out to the world around us in hopes that 
more people would come to know this wonderful love of God 
and escape the wrath that is to come.    — Tyler Brillhart

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Gresham Davis
5 Emmalani Wagner
6 Andrew Fisher
9 Micah Neff
11 Judith Collins

12 G.W. Fisher
     Eden Montgomery
16 Fred Aschenbrenner
17 John Meenk
21 Winter Bracewell

26 Margaret Sinding
30 Dick Flood
      Linda Lane
31 Kelsey Frey

BIBLE QUIZ
1) Who wore royal robes of 

blue and white? 
2) Where in the Bible do 

you find a green couch?
3) In what Book of the 

Bible do you find a great red 
dragon?

4) Where do you find a 
black vulture?

5) According to the Bible, 
you don’t ever want some-
thing yellow — what is it?

6) Those who were brought 
up in purple came to em-
brace what?

7) Clothes of scarlet keep 
those who have them from 
being afraid of what?

8) Which Book of the Bible 
mentions white most often? 
Which one comes in second?

(Answers on Page 9)

LAST MONTH’S 
PUZZLE ANSWERS
BIBLE QUIZ

1) The Lord God says that 
He keeps us as the apple of 
the eye. What does He say 
you should keep as the apple 
of your eye? THE LORD’S 
TEACHING — Prov. 7:2

2) What did Moses put on 
the big toe of Aaron? THE 
BLOOD OF A RAM — Lev. 
8:23

3) Pressing milk produces 
curds and pressing anger 
produces strife — what pro-
duces blood when you press 
it? THE NOSE — Prov. 
30:33

4) What does the shepherd 
rescue from the mouth of 
the lion besides two legs? 
A PIECE OF THE EAR — 
Amos 3:12

5) Who disfigured their 

faces and why? THE PHAR-
ISEES TO BE SEEN OF 
OTHERS — Matt. 6:16

6) Solomon says you 
should remember the Creator 
in the days before what be-
come few? YOUR GRIND-
ERS OR TEETH — Eccl. 
12:3

7) Who was supposed to 
use his sword like a barber’s 
razor and divide the hair of 
his head and beard into three 
parts? EZEKIEL — Ez. 5:1

8) Before God bends down 
to feed His people what does 
he loosen on their jaw? THE 
YOKE — Hosea 11:4

9) According to the Book 
of Hebrews, what of ours 
should “acknowledge His 
name?” THE FRUIT OF 
OUR LIPS — Hb. 13:15

10) What do all the things 
referred to in this quiz have 
in common? BODY PARTS!

WE ARE WAITING 
FOR SUBMITTED AN-
SWERS TO OUR PEO-
PLE QUIZ

1) How many people in 
the church either attended or 
have a family member who 
attended Shelton College?

2) How many members 
were born in the Pacific 
Northwest?

3) How many on the east 
coast?

4) In how many states will 
you find other members 
of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church?

5) How many of our 
members have ever been to 
Wittenberg, Germany, where 
Martin Luther lived and 
worked?

PUZZLES

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SNAPSHOT

Each Sunday the 
children are blessed to 
be led by Sunday School 
teachers Jonathan 
Anderson and Tinsy 
Luebke. The teens are 
led by Tyler Brillhart.
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A THANKSGIVING FEAST FOR ALL

ANSWERS for BIBLE QUIZ 
(Page 9)

1) Mordecai 
2) Song of Solomon
3) Revelation
4) Leviticus
5) Hair
6) Ash Heaps
7) Snow

8) Leviticus (16);
    Revelation (15)

ANSWERS TO SPACE 
QUESTIONS (Page 2) 

1) Job 26:7
2) Revelation (13 times)
3) Genesis and Job
4) Deuteronomy, Psalms
    and Matthew

ANSWERS KEY SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit a short article, 
family news and/or pictures, or if there 
is anything else that you would like to 
contribute, please send it to tacomabpc@
gmail.com. We reserve the right to edit or 
exclude any submitted material.



watching the others and wondering 
what might happen next. 

Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Montgomery, and 
Mrs. Anderson marched by on their 
way to the shed and soon came back 
with two shovels and a pickax. They 
looked very determined.

Looking at the other three, Eli said, 
“Moms with digging equipment! 
Now things will get interesting!” 

****
Meanwhile, things inside the tube 

were chaotic. Thankfully, none of the 
crocodiles had slipped into the tube, 
but every once in a while, one of the 
kids would see a frog go swooping 
by as they careened and swirled 
through the ever-twisting tube.

No one had any time to think about 
what to expect next and before they 
knew it, they were spilling out onto a 
sandy dune. The sun was just rising 
in the east.

The first one to land in the cool 
sand was Josiah Montgomery. He 
landed on his back and watched 
as one friend after another spilled 
onto the sloping sand dune. As 
always, they were all a bit dizzy and 
disoriented. They sat or sprawled 
in various positions, shaking their 
heads, shrugging their shoulders, and 
trying to get their equilibrium back.

Emmalani stood up first. She 
looked to her left and saw a pathway 
between the dunes. There was a long 
line of workers trudging along with 
Egyptian taskmasters pushing them 
and urging them on their way. They 
were carrying bundles of straw.

When she pointed it out to Julia and 
some of the other girls, they all knew 
that they had moved forward in time 
but were obviously still in Egypt.

One by one the travelers got to 
their feet and looked around. They 
watched as the last of the slaves filed 
by, followed by a guard.

Jake thought the smart thing to do 
was to follow them, so he slid down 
the dune saying, “I’m following 

them. I want to see where they are 
headed and get out of this sand.”

The travelers followed, all either 
running or sliding down the dune to 
the trail.

Matthias and Marcus trotted on 
ahead of the others, the brothers 
being anxious to catch up with the 
line ahead.

The rest of the troop was satisfied to 
hang back and follow the footprints 
of the slaves and soldiers. Some of 
them walked in groups, chatting 
away; others walked alone, thinking 
of home. Time travel was getting 
tiresome for some of the kids.

Though the weather was obviously 
quite hot, it did not feel too warm to 
the hikers.

Adam wondered where they might 
be in the long story of Israel in 
Egypt. Was Joseph still alive or 
maybe even Moses?

They moved along rather quickly 
and when they rounded one dune 
or hill, a city sprawled out before 
them, and the stark landscape gave 
way to a plain intersected by a wide 
river. The city was not complete, 
and construction was going on 
throughout the region.

The line of slaves with their 
burdens of straw could be seen 
snaking its way into the part of the 
city where scaffolding and ladders 
showed that a great building program 
was going on.

Matthias and Marcus stopped at a 
small ridge that looked down on the 
city, and soon the others caught up 
with them.

Ephraim had gotten his bearings by 
the sun and knew that the city must 
lie south of the Great Mediterranean 
Sea. Ezekiel, with Josiah and James 
had clambered up a slope that 
reached even higher than the ridge 
and from that height, they could see 
to the north. Though the view was a 
bit hazy, they could see the Sea far 
off in the distance. This confirmed 
that they were on the Delta.

Julianna asked no one in particular, 

“Do we dare go into the city?”
“Why not?” replied Eleanor. “No 

one ever seems to know we are 
around.”

Selah added, “Besides, it could be 
very exciting to see what’s going 
on.”

Everyone had his own idea about 
what to do and where to go, and it 
was Christian Onstot who finally 
said, “Why don’t we just do what we 
did last time? Split up into groups 
and explore with a time and place to 
meet later?”

Everyone agreed, and so they began 
to gather into knots of kids. When 
some of the younger ones seemed 
a little hesitant, it was decided that 
each group would take a few if they 
wanted to go with them.

When it was all over there were 
four groups. One was made up 
in such a way, that they jokingly 
referred to themselves as the “A” 
group. It was made up of Adam, 
Amos, Audrey, Eleanor, and Abigail. 
They took Claire along too.

Another group that joined together 
was made up of Selah, her brother 
Christian, Riley, Julianna, Titus 
and Gray. They decided to call 
themselves the “Wild Cats,” because 
they were full of curiosity.

Ezekiel, Ephraim, Josiah M., Julia 
and Emmalani formed a third group 
and took Christian O, with them. 
They decided to call themselves the 
“Explorers.”   

The final group was an all-male 
team consisting of Luke, Josiah A. 
Matthias, James, Reuben, Jake, and 
Marcus. They decided that, being in 
Egypt, they would call themselves 
the “Crocs.”

Settled into their groups, they 
started down into the city as the 
morning sun began to climb higher in 
the sky.

 
****

“He looks annoyed,” said Mr. 
Davis.

TIME FROM PAGE 3

SEE TIME, PAGE 11
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TIME FROM PAGE 10

“Annoyed is probably 
not quite the right word,” 
added Mr. Anderson.

“Anybody want to reach 
in there and grab the 
keys?” asked Mr. Sawaya.

Mr. Harr returned with 
the hammer and was 
surprised to see everyone 
sort of crushed up against 
the wall opposite an open 
cabinet.

“What’s going on?” he 
asked.

“Well, we won’t need the 
hammer,” said Mr. McKown. 
“We just need a brave soul to 
deal with the rat.”

Mr. Harr shifted around 
and looking over Mr. 
Fisher’s shoulder, could 
see the rat, who had now 
entered the cabinet shelf 
and was patrolling his 
territory and protecting his 
property.

 
Mr. Montgomery said, 

“This is silly. Give me that 
hammer.”

Mr. Harr handed it over 
and Mr. Montgomery 
banged it loudly on the 
counter under the cabinet. 
His plan was to frighten 
the rat back into his hole.

The rat had a different 
reaction, however. He 
leaped straight out of the 
cabinet towards the men, 
his front paws spread out 
and his mouth wide open.

 
****

Out in the play yard, Mrs. 
Davis lifted the pickax 
over her head and brought 
it down full force into the 

ground near the tube slide. 
The pick sunk deep into 
the earth – so deep that she 
couldn’t pull it back out by 
herself. Mrs. Montgomery 
grabbed the handle with 
her, and they pulled 
together.

There was a sudden 
sparking noise, a little 
puff of smoke rose from 
the hole ,and all the lights 
in and around the church 
blinked and went out.

 
****

With the rat in midair, 
sailing toward the men, his 
tail twisting to give him 
balance, the lights blinked 
and the entire underground 
room suddenly went dark!

The TBPC Gazette is a publication of Tacoma Bible Presbyterian Church — 6202 S Tyler, Tacoma, WA 98409
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We welcome Estevao (Steve) Battistin, 
from Brazil, to our congregation. Steve is 
presently under care of the Great Western 
Presbytery and will be undergoing his 
licensure examination in the near future. 
Meanwhile, Steve is studying at Tacoma 
Community College.

Steve, in conjunction with the Church and 
Heritage Christian School, is applying for 
an R-1 visa, under which we hope he will be 
able to serve the church as the Educational 
Assistant to the Pastor. Steve’s primary duties 
— should his visa be approved — will be 
to conduct Bible classes at Heritage. Other 
duties for the church at the school would 
include formation of ministries at the school, 
family outreach, discipleship of the students 
and their families.

Steve will also be leading worship at 
the church, preaching (especially after his 
licensure by the Great Western Presbytery), 
teaching and counseling.

Steve is a graduate of Western Reformed 
Seminary and has worked in both the 
Olympia and Providence (Bonner’s Ferry) 
BP Churches over the past few years. Steve 
has served these churches well as a student 
and intern. We look forward to the possibility 
of his ministry here, and we ask you to be 
praying that his visa will be approved in a 
timely fashion.

He was a freshman at Stadium 
High School when Robert Battle’s 
earth-science teacher said his 
second cousin was the president 
of Czechoslovakia. What? Battle 
was intrigued and when he pressed 
his teacher he was directed 
to the Tacoma-Pierce County 
Genealogical Society.

It didn’t take long before he 
was hooked on the study of 
family history. “I love helping 
people work on their own family 
histories,” Battle said.

Battle quickly began to 
have his articles published in 
genealogical journals, including 
the New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register. He 
particularly enjoyed his 2016 
article on “The Invented Irish 
Origins of Michael Cyprian 
O’Byrne of LaSalle Illinios.” The 
man in the title was one of Battle’s 
ancestors.

Enter the American Society of 
Genealogists, a group formed in 
1940 as an attempt to promote 
scholarship in genealogical 
writings. The group is made up 

of Fellows, limited to no more 
than 50, who are elected by other 
Fellows. They are selected based on 
their published genealogical work.

On October 10, Battle got the 
call that he had been selected 
as a Fellow in the ASG. “I was 
thrilled to be selected, though 
not quite worthy to be in such 
august company,” Battle said. 
“I am grateful to God that He 
has blessed my efforts in this 
relatively unimportant area of my 
life, in addition to the much more 
important blessings of salvation 
and a loving Christian family.”

On his appointment, the 
Society wrote, “Robert Battle 
has published many in-depth 
genealogical articles in scholarly 
journals over the past 20 years 
... His publications focus on 
the origins of English colonial 
immigrants, both to New England 
and to the American South. His 
articles demonstrate consistent and 
creative mastery of a wide variety 
of sources, and his writing displays 
skill and sensitivity in chronicling 
trans-Atlantic families.”

TIME TO MEET 
STEVE BATTISTIN

BATTLE TESTED —
GENEALOGICAL

SOCIETY APPROVED


