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“A SACRIFICE OF PRAISE”

THE INTRODUCTION

YOUR PRIESTHOOD
The Restoration of the Truth
The Scriptural Evidence

Revelation 1:5-6 ...who loves us and has freed us, (or as some
texts say, washed us) from our sins by his blood (6) and made
us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory
and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Revelation 5:9-10 "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to
open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and
people and nation, (10) and you have made them a kingdom
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."

1 Peter 2:2-5 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual
milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— (3) if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good. (4) As you come to him,
a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen
and precious, (5) you yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

There he casts down the outward and bodily priesthood, which had
existed before under the old dispensation, as also the outward Church,
which he takes entirely away, as though he had said, "That outward
institution with the priesthood has all ceased, wherefore another
priesthood now begins, and another sacrifice is offered, even one that
is entirely spiritual.”

Therefore, those alone are the holy and spiritual priesthood, who are
true Christians and built upon this stone. MARTIN LUTHER

THE MESSAGE
Three Aspects
It is Holy Priesthood

WASHED

1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

His was the sacrifice which fully and forever accomplished that which
all the Levitical offerings proclaimed as necessary to redemption, but

the repetition of which clearly testified (that) they had never effected
(or accomplished). PINK

Hebrews 13:10-12 We have an altar from which those who
serve the tent have no right to eat. (11) For the bodies of
those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by
the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the
camp. (12) So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to
sanctify the people through his own blood.

SET APART

Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her, (26) that he might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with
the word, (27) so that he might present the church to himself
in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she
might be holy and without blemish.

Christ sustained all the transgressions of His people, made atonement
for them, removed the same from before God, and washed them from
all defilement by His soul travail, bloody sweat, and death; and in
consequence, they now stand before the Eye of infinite justice and
holiness as everlastingly righteous, and pure. PINK

It is a Spiritual Priesthood

..spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

John 4:23 ...the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father is seeking such people to worship him.

Micah 6:6-8 "With what shall | come before the LORD, and
bow myself before God on high? Shall | come before him with
burnt offerings, with calves a year old? (7) Will the LORD be
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of
oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of
my body for the sin of my soul?" (8) He has told you, O man,
what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?

Psalms 50:23 The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice
glorifies me; to one who orders his way rightly | will show the
salvation of God!"

It is an Active Priesthood

HEBREWS 13:(15) Through him then let us continually offer up
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
acknowledge his name.

NEW SACRIFICES




Hebrews 9:9-10 ...According to this arrangement, gifts and
sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the
worshiper, (10) but deal only with food and drink and various
washings, regulations for the body imposed until the time of
reformation.

Hebrews 9:11-14 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of
the good things that have come, then through the greater and
more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation) (12) he entered once for all into the holy places, not
by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his
own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. (13) For if
the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled
persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification
of the flesh, (14) how much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living
God.

Through Him Alone

Hebrews 4:14-16 Since then we have a great high priest who
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. (15) For we do not have a high priest
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without
sin. (16) Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.

It is rendered easy through
Him

Leviticus 19:2 "Speak to all the congregation of the
people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy,
for | the LORD your God am holy.

Ephesians 3:12 ...we have boldness and access with
confidence through our faith in him.

It is rendered acceptable in
Him.

WHEN

It is to be done continually.

Philippians 4:6-7 do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. (7) And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

WHAT

The days of offering fruits and animals is over, now,
every act of grace in God, or love in Christ towards us, is in its
own nature obligatory to thankful obedience (OWEN).

Revelation 19:5-6 And from the throne came a voice saying,
"Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small
and great." (6) Then | heard what seemed to be the voice of a
great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the
sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.

It is a Praise of Holy,
Awesome, Innocense

Revelation 19:1-5 After this | heard what seemed to be the
loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out,
"Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our

God, (2) for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged
the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her
immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his
servants." (3) Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The
smoke from her goes up forever and ever." (4) And the
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and
worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, "Amen.
Hallelujah!" (5) And from the throne came a voice saying,
"Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small
and great."

(O)ur "sacrifices"” are not the fruits of the ground or the firstlings of
our herds, but the adoration of our hearts and the devotion of our lives.
The contrast, then, is between the outward and ceremonial and the
inward and spiritual. PINK

It is to be audible.

It is to acknowledge His
name.

He has made Himself
known for this very purpose.

Christ has redeemed us wholly for Himself; our lips belong to Him, and
He claims that we shall speak of Him and praise Him continually. For
our own sake, for His sake, for the sake of those who hear us, it is an
indispensable element of a vigorous Christian life. There can be no
continuous joyful life within the veil, if we do not as priests continually
bring these sacrifices. MURRAY

CONCLUSION:

This is the great sacrifice of the church., the principal end of all its
ordinances of worship, the means of expressing our faith and trust in
the blood or mediation of Christ, and of giving up that revenue of glory
to God, which in this world we are entrusted withal. OWEN



