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MURDER
HORNETS

Deadly insect can kill 
up to 30,000 (bees) 

at one time

WILD ANIMALS ON THE LOOSE

SEE HORNETS, PAGE 6

Murder hornets, also 
known as Asian gi-
ant hornets, are the 

world’s largest wasps. These 
hornets naturally occur in 
Asia, but humans have ac-
cidentally introduced them 
into North America where 
they pose a threat to native 
wildlife, as they kill other 
insects, including smaller 
wasps and bees.

These hornets don’t 
actively hunt humans, but 
they can kill humans with 
potent stings if they feel 
threatened, especially when 
people are allergic to their 
venom.

Murder hornets grow up 
to 2 inches long, or about 
the length of a human 
thumb. They have yellow 
or orange heads that con-
trast with their mostly dark 
brown or black thoraxes — 
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BY PASTOR 
ROBERT ANDERSON

(Pastor of Tacoma Bible Presbyterian 
Church 1967-2004)

Recalling when Heritage was estab-
lished, the first thing that comes to 
mind is the general enthusiasm with 
which the idea of starting our own 
Christian school took hold on the con-
gregation, even among those who were 
more hopeful of first erecting a new 
church building at a different location. 

Members who had seen in their own 
children the collision of the public 
secular education with the teaching of 
the Scriptures, those who had children 
ready to start schooling, those who 
thought it desirable to have a witness 
for Christ in that forum, and those who 
witnessed the meetings of the Bible 
Presbyterian General Synod,  where 
Dr. Robert Kofahl, then President of 
Highland College in California (where 
many of our pastors, teachers, and 
missionaries were being educated) 
strongly encouraged Bible Presbyterian 
pastors to start Christian schools — 
these came together to give impetus 
to the founding of Heritage Christian 
School.

In 1969 a fifteen-acre strip of prop-
erty running between Bridgeport Way 
and 67th Avenue West, which belonged 
to Willard Carlson’s mother-in-law, 
came up for sale. With prayer to God, 
the church undertook the purchase. The 
consensus at the time was to em-
ploy the Bridgeport side for a church 
building and the 67th Avenue side for 
a school. 

The church session asked Dr. Howard 
Carlson, who was home on missionary 
furlough, to head up the school effort. 
While plans for the building were in 
progress, in 1971 a kindergarten class 
of five children was commenced in 
the Sunshine SS room of the church’s 
5 South G Street property, under the 
instruction of Mrs. Bonnie Carlson. 

After a church-wide contest to name 
the new school, the proposal from 
Psalm 61:5, by Mrs. Peggy Marcelia, 
was chosen. 

I recall the day when the first step in 
building got under way.  The builder, 
Bob Drohman, arranged for a few of us 
to meet at the property; with measuring 
tape in hand, we made our way through 
the spindly growth of fir trees to mark 
out the exact site for the building and a 

parking area.  It was an exciting time! 
When the land was cleared, it fell to 

my lot to stand night watch over the 
fire that had been burning the huge pile 
of uprooted timber and undergrowth.  
The foundations were laid, the wood 
structure went up, stud by stud, rafter 
by rafter, and the school eventually 
opened in 1972 with K-3 students and 
one teacher, Mrs. Molly Bothwell. 

In the late 1940’s, I attended Cozy 
Corner No. 3, a one-room country 
school, for three years (the likeness of 
such a school is portrayed on the Iowa 
State Quarter.)  At that small school, I 
heard the teacher read from books by 
Laura Ingalls Wilder, who was then 
still living in Missouri. Years later, 
when the building was dismantled, my 
father purchased the bell, which he 
later brought to Tacoma and donated to 
be hung in the bell tower at Heritage, 
where it used to be rung every day.

God blessed the church with con-
siderable congregational talent in 
Heritage’s establishment in leadership, 
organization, and construction skills. 
We can say, as Alexander Graham Bell 
famously once asked, “What hath God 
wrought?”

HERITAGE — THE BEGINNING
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As you may recall, a group of the adult men had 
gone down the stairs behind the pyramid to the 
rooms under the platform at the head of the church 

building. They were looking for a mysterious key that 
they had discovered earlier.

It was Mr. Montgomery who noticed that the counter 
above the floor safe might give them clues as to what 
had become of the lost key. There was a small gap in the 
corner under one of the cabinets. Tiny footprints in the 
dust wandered out from the hole to a spot on the counter, 
and then returned directly to the gap. However, it looked 
like something else had been dragged along and back 
through the hole by the owner of the footprints.

When he pointed out his find, Mr. McKown said, “A 
pack rat! That is what made those prints and he has 

carried the key away with him.”
“It did have a bright red fob tied to it,” replied Mr. 

Fisher.
“That and the shiny key would have gotten his 

attention,” added Mr. Brillhart.
Mr. Davis got his eyes on the counter level and peered 

in the hole. “It’s pretty dark in there,” he said. “I can get 
a flashlight, but I think we are going to have to tear into 
the wall if we are going to find that key again.”

“Are we sure that’s where it has gone?” asked Mr. 
Fisher. “I wish I could remember if I put it down there.”

“Let’s start with the light first. If we can’t see anything, 
then we can ask about tearing out some of the wall.”

PART THIRTEEN

SEE TIME, PAGE 8

TUBE TIME 
TRAVELERS
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MISSIONARY
PARADE OF FLAGS



PARENTS
Over the next couple of months I will be filling in the 

Parents section of the Bible Lessons. Our seminar on child 
rearing was postponed. I was to speak on fatherhood. These 
next few issues of the Gazette will be a condensed version 
of the presentation I was going to give. This first part is 
simply an introduction of the importance of fatherhood and 
over the next few issues I will be expounding on the bibli-
cal passages that I have included.

As many of you who are reading this 
know, I became a father in August to twin 
girls. Since that time I cannot picture life 
without my daughters. When I kiss them 
goodbye in the morning or hold them at 
night, I am reminded of my responsibil-
ity of fatherhood that has been given to 
me by God through His word, “Behold, 
children are a heritage from the LORD, 
the fruit of the womb a reward” (Psalm 
127:3). And, of course, this is true.

Along with this blessing is also a call 
to be so many other things. A father is 
called to reflect the character of God to his children (Psalm 
103:13), to bring them up in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4), provider and protector (1 Tim-
othy 5:8), an example of a godly man in the way he treats 
his wife (Ephesians 5:25-37), spiritual leader (Deuterono-
my 6ths :6-9, James 1:22), teacher (Proverbs 22:6), and one 
who constantly lifts his family up before the Lord in prayer.

All of this sounds great and is very encouraging, but the 
reality is this is not even close to what fatherhood looks like 
in the church today, let alone in the world. The U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2020 reports that “18.3 million (one in four) live 
without a biological, step, or adoptive father in the home.” 
According to the Census Bureau report, the consequences 
of this for children are:

• 4 times greater risk of poverty
• 7 times more likely to become pregnant as a teenager
• More likely to face abuse or neglect
• More likely to abuse drugs or alcohol
• 2 times more likely to drop out of high school
• More likely to commit a crime
• More likely to end up in prison
• 279% more likely to carry illegal firearms and deal drugs
Having a present and active father in the home is the num-

ber one factor for determining if a child will: graduate high 
school, stay out of prison, and wait to have children until 
after they are married. Our society today tells us that we 

don’t need both parents in the house. One can do the job of 
the other. This is just simply not true. This is not to say that 
single parents are weak. On the contrary, those who work 
hard because of their love and desire to care and provide 
for their children are some of the strongest people out there, 
but this does not dismiss the biblical picture of a father and 
a mother in the house raising and caring for their children 
together. God designed parenting as a partnership between 

the mother and father – both taking dif-
ferent roles that bring about a godly and 
biblical upbringing.

        — Tyler Brillhart

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
Two are better than one, because they 

have a good reward for their toil. For if 
they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe 
to him who is alone when he falls and has 
not another to lift him up! 
— Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

Marriage is one of the things that dis-
tinguishes us from the rest of creation. It 

separates us from brute licentiousness while producing the 
kindness and faithfulness that stems from love.

There is no union the quality of which is so intimate, the 
obligation of which is so binding, the consequences of which 
are so momentous.

The trend toward abolishing marriage or rendering it so 
general as to be meaningless will prove, if allowed to go 
unchecked, destructive to society and to morality itself.

It will, of course, be most damaging to women and chil-
dren, no matter how much progressive thinkers would like to 
suggest otherwise.

The Word of God on the matter, set down in His Word, not 
only defines marriage, but lifts it up to its proper place in 
society.

It reminds us that marriage is a divine and not a human 
ordinance. It reminds us that it is marriage in which the phys-
ical pleasures that God created may be legitimately enjoyed. 
It is there that we discover that it is designed to show forth 
the relationship of Christ and His Church. It is the Bible that 
tells us it is indissoluble outside of adultery.

Don’t allow the world or circumstances to diminish the 
honor placed on this gift from God in your eyes.

— Based on the thoughts of 
William Jay, edited by Pastor Fisher

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 6
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BIBLE FROM PAGE 5
SINGLES

Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man 
who fears the LORD, who greatly de-
lights in his commandments! — Psalms 
112:1

Marriage, while it is certainly sanc-
tioned in Scripture, is also regulated there 
— carefully regulated — and conse-
quently, that regulation clearly rules out 
marriage for some.

But in doing so, it promises blessing 
in singleness because marriage is not to 
be entered into for the wrong reasons or 
contrary to God’s revealed will.

The Scripture gives a very specific list 
of things necessary for a proper mar-
riage, beginning with only marrying in 
the Lord. The hope of God’s blessing 
on any marriage is directly related to it 
only being undertaken according to those 
specifications.

If these specifications cannot be met in 
a relationship, it should not end in mar-
riage — the way of blessing is always the 
way of obedience.

The temptation may arise to compro-
mise on God’s instructions on the matter, 
but that should always be viewed as a 
determination to compromise on your 
happiness and blessing, because to act 
other than God commands warrants disci-
pline and not joy.      

                — Pastor Fisher

TEENS
“If they say, ‘Come with us, let us lie in 

wait for blood; let us ambush the inno-
cent without reason; like Sheol let us 
swallow them alive, and whole, like those 
who go down to the pit;’” 
— Proverbs 1:11-12

Back in the time this was written, there 
were some very violent robbers and high-
way men who would attack travelers and 
caravans that would pass through. Think of 
the parable of the Good Samaritan and the 
man who was attacked by those robbers. 
You may be thinking that this doesn’t 
really happen to us on a day-to-day basis, 
being tempted to go out and rob, beat, and 

leave for dead a traveling caravan. No, but 
there are other things to consider here. One 
of the aspects of sin is selfishness – seek-
ing our own pleasure and desires above 
anyone else’s and being willing to do a 
number of things to get what we want; not 
caring if someone else is hurting or if we 
were the ones who caused that hurt, but 
using others in order to get what we want. 
The Bible teaches us to deny ourselves, to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. Sin draws 
us away from these things and ultimate-
ly away from God. Those who seek to 
harm others and only look after their own 
interests are those who entice us to sin. Let 
us stay away from such people. Focus on 
things above, not on things below.

— Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“Why do the nations rage and the peo-

ples plot in vain? The kings of the earth 
set themselves and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the LORD and against his 
Anointed, saying, ‘Let us burst their bonds 
apart and cast away their cords from 
us.’” — Psalms 2:1-3

Jesus said that, “if the world hates you, 
remember it hated me first.” The world is 
constantly standing against God, so much 
so that in many places around the world 
it is against the law to be a Christian. You 
could get thrown in jail or even killed 
for your faith. The nations rage and plot 
against God and his Church. David starts 
this Psalm with the word ‘why’. He is not 
confused as to the motives of the nations 
who plot against God but instead is point-
ing out how foolish this is. Anyone and 
everyone who goes against the LORD is 
fighting a losing fight, for no one can stand 
against God! In the very next verse, the 
Bible tells us that God laughs at those who 
try to stand against him. God is not threat-
ened by the evil of this world. God will 
one day do away with evil and sin. This 
is a promise that we can hold on to even 
if things around us in the world look bad. 
When we stand with God we are standing 
in victory.

— Tyler Brillhart
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the middle section of their bodies 
between their heads and abdomens. 
Their large abdomens have alternat-
ing stripes of dark brown or black 
and yellow or orange. 

Murder hornets eat a range of in-
sects, particularly beetles, as well as 
tree sap and fruit. The hornets often 
hunt alone, but they are best known 
for their coordinated “slaughter” 
attacks on beehives, where multiple 
hornets launch an all-out assault on 
a colony of much smaller bees. 

Murder hornets can kill about 
30,000 individuals in a bee colony 
during a “slaughter” attack. After 
most of the adult bees are dead, the 
hornets focus on the bee larvae and 
pupae. 

Honeybees’ stings can’t pene-
trate hornets’ thick outer skin, but 
Japanese honeybees have a strategy 
to defend their colonies against 
these devastating hornet attacks. 
The bees swarm an invading hornet 
in unison and trap it in a tight ball 
of their combined bodies. They 
then vibrate their bodies together 
to heat up the ball until it is about 
116 degrees Fahrenheit (47 degrees 
Celsius), which is hot enough to kill 
the hornet inside but not too hot to 
kill the bees. 
Edited from:
livescience.com/murder-hornet

QUESTIONS ON HORNETS
How many times are hornets 

mentioned in the Bible and by what 
authors?

How are these hornets employed?

LAST MONTH’S QUESTIONS
In which book of the Bible are 

birds mentioned most often? 
ANSWER: GENESIS

In which of the Gospels are they 
never mentioned? 
ANSWER: JOHN

Where in the Bible does it say that 
the birds will “quake” with fear? 
ANSWER: EZEKIEL 38:20

HORNETS FROM PAGE 1



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 Joan Isenberger
    Matthias Wagner
5  Keren Anderson
    Isaiah Wagner

9 Aimee Davis
10 Gideon Fisher
17  Sarah Yong
18  Ezekiel Wagner

19  Selah Sinding
26  Debbie Frey
27 Kristen Wagner
29 David Stone

BIBLE QUIZ
1) The Lord God says that 
He keeps us as the apple of 
the eye. What does He say 
you should keep as the apple 
of your eye?
2) What did Moses put on 
the big toe of Aaron?
3) Pressing milk produces 
curds and pressing anger 
produces strife—what 
produces blood when you 
press it?
4) What does the shepherd 
rescue from the mouth of 
the lion besides two legs?
5) Who disfigured their 
faces and why?
6) Solomon says you should 
remember the Creator in the 
days before what become 
few?
7) Who was supposed to 
use his sword like a barber’s 
razor and divide the hair of 
his head and beard into three 
parts?
8) Before God bends down 
to feed His people what 

does he loosen on their jaw?
9) According to the Book 
of Hebrews, what of ours 
should “acknowledge His 
name?”
10) What do all the things 
referred to in this quiz have 
in common?

CHURCH MEMBER 
QUIZ
1) How many people in the 
church either attended or 
have a family member who 
attended Shelton College?
2) How many members 
were born in the Pacific 
Northwest?
3) How many on the east 
coast?
4) In how many states will 
you find other members 
of the Bible Presbyterian 
Church?
5) How many of our 
members have ever been 
to Wittenberg, Germany, 
where Martin Luther lived 
and worked?

PUZZLES
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SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit a short article, family 
news and/or pictures, or if there is anything else 
that you would like to contribute, please send it 
to tacomabpc@gmail.com. We reserve the right 
to edit or exclude any submitted material.

ANSWERS FOR SEPTEMBER PUZZLE
1) W-idow of Nain — Luke 7:12
2) A-braham — Genesis 12:12,13
3) I-shmael — Genesis 21:18
4) T-imothy — 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15
5) O-nesimus — Philippians 10
6) N-ehemiah — Nehemiah 1:3,4
7) T-abitha — Acts 9:39,40
8) H-aggai — Haggai 1:3,4
9) E-lijah — I Kings 18
10) L-ot — Genesis 14:14
11) O-badiah — I Kings 18:7,9
12) R-amah — I Samuel 25:1
13) D-avid — I Samuel 13:14

CELEBRATING 
THE BRIDE TO BE

Several ladies 
gathered this 
month to 
hold a bridal 
shower for 
Kathryn Stone. 
There was 
wonderful 
food, 
fellowship, 
encouraging 
words, and a 
nice time of 
gift-opening.  



****
Ezekiel, Ephraim, Luke, Audrey, 

Eleanor, Claire and the two Christians 
were standing very still, knee deep in 
the Nile. In their path lounged a very 
large crocodile. She sat motionless in 
the river with just the tip of her snout 
and her unblinking eyes above the 
waterline.

“What do we do?” asked Audrey.
“She may not be able to see us at all,” 

replied Ezekiel.
The big croc remained still as the 

kids sloshed past her much to their 
relief, but just as Christian Sinding 
walked past the long tail, the croc 
suddenly lunged forward and grabbed 
a distracted ibis. The bird was gone in 
a matter of seconds.

The group moved down river through 
the Papyrus rushes and explored the 
edge of the Nile.

Meanwhile, back up the river, Abby, 
the two Josiahs, Julianna, Adam, 
Amos, Matthias, James, and Titus 

were watching Joseph give orders and 
directions to people all around him.

“It’s hard to believe that he was once 
a slave and even a prisoner here, seeing 
him now,” whispered Amos.

“Yes, he seems to be in charge of 
everything and everybody!” said 
James.

At that moment a messenger pushed 
his way in through the crowd of people 
around Joseph’s chariot and delivered a 
message to him. Joseph broke the seal 
and read the message and as he did, 
his eyes enlarged and then filled with 
tears. He barked a few more orders and 
then turned his chariot away from the 
silos and carts. His beautiful horses 
reared slightly in their harness, shook 
their heads, snorted, and then lurched 
forward, carrying the chariot and 
Joseph down the road.

Titus said, “Let’s follow him!” But 
then he realized they had no way to do 
so and kicked the sand at his feet.

Nearby, Julia, Emmalani, Riley, 
Gray, Selah and Reuben, Jake, and 

Marcus from among the boys were still 
exploring the various buildings. 

Jake, Reuben and Marcus had found 
a large chest in the corner of a mostly 
empty building. Jake lifted the lid 
and inside were all sorts of Egyptian 
trinkets. There were scarabs and 
amulets of different sorts. 

Julia and the girls had found a lyre 
and Julia strummed it to hear what it 
sounded like. She was able to get a 
pleasant sound out of it and started to 
play a song and the girls joined in with 
singing.

****
“What was that?” cried Micah. 
“What was what?” replied Eden and 

Ruth.
“Music!” said Micah. “I heard 

music!”
“Out here in the playground?” asked 

Annaliese.
Eli, Micah, Ruth, Annaliese, Eden, 

Isaiah, Gresham and Jackson were all 

TIME FROM PAGE 3

SEE TIME, PAGE 9

PAGE 8 — OCTOBER, 2021                      TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GAZETTE



TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GAZETTE                                 OCTOBER, 2021 — PAGE 9

TIME FROM PAGE 8

SEE TIME, PAGE 10

sitting in the stones around the mouth 
of the tube slide, but Micah was closest 
to the opening.

They had been casually tossing 
stones about and Micah had turned to 
throw one into the tube when he heard 
a strange strumming noise and what 
he thought were voices — “very faint 
and sort of echoing” is the way he 
described them.

All the other children stood up 
and laid an ear against the tube, 
while Micah poked his head inside. 
They couldn’t really hear much that 
they could identify, but there was a 
vibration in the tube.

Eli strained to see if he could make 
out any of the words, but the harder he 
tried to listen, the less distinct and clear 
the voices became. Isaiah laid his hand 
on the rim of the mouth of the tube, 
where the vibration was the strongest. 

“There is a rhythm to it,” he said. 
“It’s not random, but it has a beat to 
it.”

He leaned down and picked up a 
stone and began to tap on the tube with 
it in three quarter time. 

Down in the basement the men found 
an LED flashlight and were ready to 
peek into the hole in the wall.  

Mr. Anderson leaned across the 
counter and punched on the light. The 
hole was fairly small, but there at the 
far end were two beady eyes staring 
back at him.

“He is in here,” he said. “And he’s 
looking right at me.”

“Can you see the key?” asked Mr. 
Davis.

“No, there doesn’t seem to be 
anything right here. I guess we may 
need to open some of the wall if we 
want to find the key,” replied Mr. 
Anderson.

“Does anyone else want to take a 
look? — he’s just sitting there staring 
back at me.”

Mr. Brillhart took the light and peered 
in. The pack rat jumped forward 
and Mr. Brillhart jumped back a 
little, startled by the big rat’s sudden 
movement. 

“No, the area’s not very big and you 
can’t see anything lying around in 
there from here,” he said.

“I think there is a hammer up in the 
copier room,” added Mr. Harr. “I’ll go 
up and get it.”

As Mr. Harr started to climb the 
stairs, the others began exploring the 
cabinets — pulling open doors and 

looking around — and that is when it 
happened ...

****
The daylight was beginning to fade, 

and a soft breeze was rustling the long 
curtains as Julia continued to play the 
lyre. Long panels of setting sunlight 
sprawled across the floor through tall 
narrow windows.

Selah was talking with Gray when 
she stopped abruptly. “I thought I heard 
something,” she said to Gray. “Me 

The TBPC Gazette is a publication of Tacoma Bible Presbyterian Church — 6202 S Tyler, Tacoma, WA 98409
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TO BE CONTINUED

too,” said Riley, “like a tapping noise.”
“Yes, in time with the music,” added 

Selah.
They strained to hear it, but the more 

they tried, the more it faded away.
Meanwhile, Marcus, Jake and Reuben 

had moved on to the next room. It 
was rather strange looking. The walls 
were tall like the other rooms, and it 
had the same vaulted windows. On the 
walls were frescoes of birds, cats and 
crocodiles all hiding among papyrus 
reeds.

And in the center was something that 
Reuben said looked just like a giant 
swimming pool but without any water 
in it. Jake went back to get the girls 
so they could see it too, and the whole 
group gathered near what we would 
call the shallow end of the pool.

Jake jumped down into the empty 
area and a little cloud of dust swirled 
upward in a shaft of sunlight.

“If this is a pool,” he said, “no one’s 
been swimming for a long time.”

There was a set of rounded stairs in 
the middle of the room and the others 
walked over and down them into the 
empty area. It was a faded shade of 
blue with vermillion trim around the 
top edge.

They wandered down to the deep end 
where, on the wall, was what looked 
like the painting of a crocodile head.

Emmalani looked closer and while 
the head was clearly painted on the 
wall of the pool, the two eyes were 
like glass marbles and were three-
dimensional and were inserted into 
the side of the pool. She reached up 
to touch one of the eyes and when she 
did, it pushed in slightly, and the room 
was suddenly filled with loud clanking 
and grinding noises. 

Panels on all sides of the pool 
creaked open and jets of water began 
shooting into the pool. Large, fast, 
gushing jets of water. One at Marcus’ 
feet knocked him down. Another 
near Emmalini’s head knocked her 
into Julia and both of them fell over 

Marcus.
The water was flowing in so 

intensely that they were underwater 
when they went down and when they 
finally managed to get to their feet 
again, it was already waist deep.

The current caused by the water 
rushing in was too strong to fight and 
they soon found themselves spinning 
around in a giant vortex. 

Down at the riverside, Claire and the 
others were wading along when she 
felt a slight pull at her ankles and the 
sandy bottom under her feet began to 
give way. Christian Sinding felt it too, 
and cried out to Luke, but it was too 
late, all of them were being carried 
back down river as the current pulled 
away at them and eroded their footing 
on the bottom.

Audrey and Ephraim tried to grab 
hold of a papyrus plant, but it simply 
uprooted.

Ezekiel gulped as a crocodile went 
sliding past him caught in the same 
current.

Suddenly, Luke found himself pulled 
completely under water, with Claire 
right behind him, and the others, 
though they were swimming as hard 
as they could against the current, soon 
were pulled down too.

The group was sucked into a square 
sort of pipe, and then, like being shot 
from a cannon, they were spit out into 
the pool room and joined the vortex of 
spinning friends, river debris, assorted 
frogs and fish and the occasional 
crocodile.

Back among the silos, carts, and 
crowds, Josiah Montgomery and the 
others with him had decided to make 
their way back to the silo.  The sun 
was low in the sky, and they had all 
arranged to meet back at the original 
spot at sunset.

As they walked past the buildings 
the others had been exploring, Josiah 
Anderson stopped short.

“That’s Luke,” he said. “He’s 
shouting and its coming from that 
building over there!”

Adam was the first through the door 

and he was shocked by what he saw. 
Abby and Juliana were right behind 
him, and soon Amos, James and Titus 
were all staring at the same sight.

They were in a strange room with 
what looked like a giant pool in the 
middle, and there, swirling around and 
around, were their friends and siblings, 
and the water was rising quickly.

Matthias looked around, and there 
on the wall behind him was a painted 
jaguar with the same marble-like eyes 
that Emmalani had seen earlier. He 
pointed the picture out to James, who 
instinctively reached up to touch them, 
and when he did, the same clanking 
and grinding sounds began, but this 
time, the eerie sounds were made 
by panels in the windows and doors 
beginning to close them up.

Soon, the only light in the room came 
from skylights way above them in the 
ceiling. While the newcomers looked 
up and sought something to climb on, 
the water covered their feet, then their 
knees and finally lifted them off the 
deck and into the swirling vortex with 
the others.

Abby watched a crocodile tail go by 
followed by a whole army of bug-eyed 
frogs.

Up and up they all went, rising 
higher and higher in the room. 

Jake figured if they could get high 
enough, they might be able to climb 
out of the skylights and escape, but as 
they got closer to the roof, the current 
of the vortex kept pulling them away 
from the openings.

Finally, the water reached the ceiling, 
and everyone was pulled under. They 
were all being drawn to one of the 
skylight openings and sucked out.

As they flew free of the building, 
they found themselves back in the 
tube, tumbling on to their next 
destination.

****
What was in the cabinet? Where 

would the kids land next? All this next 
time!

TIME FROM PAGE 9


