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SUNDAY
MAKING

NYC once 
had a high 
view of the 
Lord’s Day

SECULAR

Valentine’s Manual of 
Old New York is a 
sort of history of the 

city, published in 1922. A 
full page of the manual is 
dedicated to a photograph of 
the Curb Market on Broad 
Street.

The Curb Market was the 
somewhat renegade alterna-
tive to the NYSE. On any 
given day the streets were 
thick with market traders 
who, because they traded 
stocks in the streets, were 
known as Curb Market 
Traders.

But the picture in Valen-
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Christian Onstot bent down and picked up the piece 
of paper that had settled at his feet. With all the 
noise and commotion going on, no one noticed as 

he unfolded it and read, “We love and miss you. The 
grownups are trying to save you.”

Christian tapped 
James on the 
shoulder and 
showed him the 
note.

“Where did this 
come from?” he 
asked. “How did 
you find it?

“It just came 
fluttering down 
at my feet,” said 
Christian.

The sound of the 
cymbals and drums 
had stopped, and a 
tall, handsome man 
was conversing 
with a small group 
of others from the 
back of his chariot. 
The conversation went on for a while as the important 
figure checked scrolls and pointed to the lines of carts 
and wagons filled with grain and waiting to approach 
the massive silos.

Emmalani turned to Abby and asked, “Do you think 
that might be Joseph?”

Abby said, “Yes, I am sure it is!”
She turned to Luke and said the same thing and soon it 

was whispered down the line.
At the same time, 
James stepped 
out from the 
crowd and said, 
“We need to talk 
about something. 
Christian found 
a new note. Let’s 
go back behind 
this silo.”

The whole 
crowd of kids 
moved around 
into the shadow 
cast by the silo 
and Christian 
read the note out 
loud.

****

Jackson had let the note slip down the slide and had 
then suddenly jumped in after it. He thought for a 
moment he might be swept away, but in the end, he just 
plopped out on the ground among the others.

TUBE
PART TWELVE

Time Travelers

SEE TIME, PAGE 8
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A few years ago, while in England, I saw a sea gull swoop 
down and steal the ice cream out of a woman’s cone while 
she was walking and talking.

It was almost impossible to stop the birds from stealing an 
edible taken outside. But now there is hope…

How can beachgoers keep pesky seagulls from swiping 
their snacks? Apparently, simply staring at the birds might 
do the trick, according to a study published in August. 
Researchers tempted herring gulls in coastal Cornwall with 
bags of fried potatoes, and tested how the birds behaved 
when they were watched and when they were ignored. 
Gulls became more cautious about inspecting food when 
placed under human surveillance, and many of the birds 
lost interest in the fare altogether. In contrast, when the 

team ignored the gulls, the birds always pecked at the bag 
of tasty taters. 

— Edited from livescience.com
In which book of the Bible are birds mentioned most 

often?
In which of the Gospels are they never mentioned?
Where in the Bible does it say that the birds will “quake” 

with fear?

FROM LAST TIME
Who in the Bible seems to have shepherded his sheep 

using dogs? Job
In what Book of the Bible do they first appear? Exodus
In what Book do they last appear? Revelation

WILD ANIMALS ON THE LOOSE

PREVENTING THEFT BY SEAGULLS



PARENTS
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he 

is old he will not depart from it.” — Proverbs 22:6
This is not a new subject. The world is old, and we have 

the experience of thousands of years to help us. We live 
in days when there is a mighty zeal for education in every 
corner of the world. We hear of new schools rising on all 
sides. We are told of new systems and new books for the 
young of every sort and description. And 
still, the vast majority of children are not 
trained in the way they should go, for 
when they reach adulthood, they do not 
walk with God.

How can we account for this state of 
things? The plain truth is that the Lord’s 
commandment in our text is not regard-
ed, and therefore, the Lord’s promise in 
our text is not fulfilled.

Training children is a subject that 
concerns most people. There is hardly a 
household that is not affected by chil-
dren. Parents, nurses, teachers, guardians, uncles, aunts, 
brothers, and sisters — all have an interest in them. Few 
can be found who could not influence some parent in the 
management of his family or affect the training of a child 
by suggestion or advice. All of us can do something here, 
either directly or indirectly, and I wish to stir everyone up 
to remember this.

This is a subject that all concerned are in great danger 
of falling short of in their duty. This is generally a point 
in which men can see the faults of their neighbors more 
clearly than their own. 

  — Rev. J.C. Ryle, edited by Pastor Fisher

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“Two are better than one, because they have a good 

reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his 
fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has 
not another to lift him up!” — Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

What a wonderful thing it is when two persons, who 
perhaps have never met before, become joined together 
by the blessed providence of God. These two different 
people are brought together by Him to find in one another 
a relationship unlike any other in the world.

They are joined by Him to “form one absolute 
communion of wishes, joys and sorrows.”

Most other relationships are not only optional but may 
be terminated at pleasure. But this is permanent and in-

dissoluble.  “You cannot marry for a given period. It is for 
life,” except under the dire circumstances involving the 
violation of covenanted promises before God and man.

Consequently, the marriage connection or relationship 
is unique and most important, and it can never be viewed 
with indifference.

It cannot be carelessly or casually tinkered with by legis-
latures, politicians, magistrates or even theologians.

           — Based on the thoughts of 
        William Jay, edited by Pastor Fisher

SINGLES
“For God gave us a spirit not of fear 

but of power and love and self-control.”
     — 2 Timothy 1:7
Fear can be powerful and overwhelm-

ing. The fear of being alone or not 
finding someone can be overwhelming. 
However, fear is not the spirit that God 
has given to us. God desires us to rely on 
and trust in him. One of the qualities that 

a follower of Christ has that seems to be very unique (es-
pecially in the realm of dating) from the rest of the world 
is self-control. To the world, self-control might just be 
seeking someone who is in a good career and can support 
a family. For a Christian, self-control goes well beyond 
that, as the first thing we seek is one who is a Christian. 
It is very easy to settle and just look for someone who is 
kind and loving. It’s another thing to obey God and wait 
for someone who is godly. The world may look down 
upon you, but to be in submission to God and his Word is 
far more important.

If you are one of the singles of the church and are will-
ing to sit down and talk for a future issue of the Gazette, 
please contact me!

— Tyler Brillhart

TEENS
“My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.” 

       — Proverbs 1:10
We will look at the next few verses next month, but this 

one verse can carry a lot of weight. As you know, we live 
in a fallen and sinful world. No matter where you go you 
will come into contact with those who will entice you to 
sin. It may be something small or it may be something life 
altering. Either way the Bible is clear, “the wages of sin 
is death.” All sin leads to death. Something we may view 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 6
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BIBLE FROM PAGE 5
as small is still worthy of the wrath of God. 
This is why the Bible is constantly calling us to 
holiness and obedience, to flee from temptation 
before it ever gets a hold on us! The Christian 
life requires sacrifice. Sometimes this means 
cutting out those who would tempt us and pull 
us into things that God has forbidden. Jesus 
tells us that we must “cut off” what causes us 
to sin. By our personal study of the Word and 
our daily prayer life we are drawn closer to 
God and further away from the things of this 
world.

— Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 

judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous; for the LORD knows the way of 
the righteous, but the way of the wicked will 
perish.” — Psalm 1:5-6

This is one of my favorite verses to show that 
God is in complete control! God knows every-
thing. Not just our outward actions, but who we 
are on the inside. A lot of people can act like 
a completely different person than who they 
really are. God knows it all. Some people try to 
hide their wickedness and present themselves 
as someone righteous while others just let their 
wickedness out in the open. Either way, God 
will do away with all wickedness one day. It 
will not stand. Sometimes the world seems 
scary and bad people seem to be taking over. 
This verse assures us that is not the ultimate 
end. Those who belong to God, the righteous, 
will be the ones to stand and share in the vic-
tory of Christ. The wicked will be done away 
with. God does and always will win!

— Tyler Brillhart
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SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit a short 
article, family news and/or pictures, 
or if there is anything else that you 
would like to contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.com. We 
reserve the right to edit or exclude any 
submitted material.

tine’s Manual is unique because the 
streets are completely deserted. The 
author is careful to point out that 
this is the case because it is Sunday, 
when no business was allowed.

But about this time the whole 
civil law system regarding Lord’s 
Day observance in New York 
City collapsed under the weight of 
wholesale disregard of the law. It 
began with the taverns and pubs, 
which were to be closed on Sunday 
by the order of both city and state 
law.

The laws were in place when the 
great immigrant influx of the late 
1800s took place, but by the turn of 
the century, the outright refusal of 
whole elements of various ethnic 
communities to obey the law just 
overwhelmed the police and the 
courts, and the results almost led 
to a general state of anarchy in the 
metropolis.

In essence, the city and the state 
were forced to change the laws. 
If they had refused to do so it was 
obvious that a general atmosphere 
of lawlessness would soon over-
take the city. If a mob could keep a 
grog shop open despite the law, the 
police and the courts — what else 
could they do?

The only move open to the legis-
lature and the city council was to 
suspend the laws regarding liquor 
sales on Sunday — and that opened 
the gates to the suspension of all 
Lord’s Day observance in the city. 
Interestingly, the crowds seemed 
willing to trade that for a return to 
general order — secularize Sunday, 
free it from the chains of Christian 
practice, and we will not press the 
issue in other areas, was the unspo-
ken agreement.

Those who believe that there is no 
spiritual element to such things and 
that the devil himself does not take 
advantage of such situations are 
simply naive and foolish.

When Paul described Elymas as 

an agent of hell, he is described as 
an “…enemy of all righteousness, 
who did not cease perverting the 
straight ways of the Lord (Acts 
13:10).

Some would be content to say 
that it was unconstitutional to 
have such laws to begin with and 
that you cannot legislate Christian 
morality. Without getting into 
that discussion too deeply—the 
truth is that someone’s morality is 
always being legislated, but more 
importantly, that was not really the 
issue—the mob did not resist the 
law because they were constitu-
tionalists, but because they were 
opposed to God’s Law.

In the kingdoms of men what 
three things threaten law and 
order?

Three things threaten the law: 
ignorance, resistance and oppres-
sion — in the kingdoms of men, 
that is ...

“They are darkened in their un-
derstanding, alienated from the life 
of God because of the ignorance 
that is in them, due to their hard-
ness of heart.” — Ephesians 4:18

“Ah, stubborn children,” declares 
the LORD, “who carry out a plan, 
but not mine, and who make an 
alliance, but not of my Spirit, that 
they may add sin to sin.” 
       — Isaiah 30:1  

“Woe to those who devise 
wickedness and work evil on their 
beds! When the morning dawns, 
they perform it, because it is in the 
power of their hand. They covet 
fields and seize them, and houses, 
and take them away; they oppress a 
man and his house, a man and his 
inheritance.” — Micah 2:1-2  

It is quite different in the King-
dom of Heaven. Nothing, and no 
one, can ever safely challenge the 
authority of God.

MATTHEW HENRY: He is nev-
er safe that has God for his enemy.

— By Pastor Fisher

SUNDAY FROM PAGE 1



OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1    Alex Mesler
5    Johanna Meenk
6    Ron Ulmen
10  George Peters
15  Josiah Anderson

16  Jim Frey
17  Tinsy Luebke
18  Juliana Frey
19  Barb Robinson
21  Jay McKown

26  Daniel 
       Montgomery
29  Dalton Brillhart

A POETIC PUZZLE
A man of God’s own heart the name received? 
The initial letters form a Scripture exhortation.
1) Whose son was raised by Christ’s almighty power?
2) What friend of God proved faithless for one hour?
3) Whose youthful life was saved for future fame?
4) Who cast a lustre on a mother’s name? 
5) On whose behalf did Paul the apostle plead?
6) O’er fall’n Jerusalem whose heart did bleed? 
7) Whose life was saved that many might rejoice? 
8) Who for the ruined temple raised his voice? 
9) Who did with Baal’s prophets long contend? 
10) To whom did Abram prove the firmest friend? 
11) Who feared to tell the king the prophet’s word?
12) Where dwelt the judge so faithful to the Lord?
13) And who, though oft by Satan’s wiles deceived.

ANSWERS FOR AUGUST PUZZLE
1) G – oliath   I Sam 16:4,10
2) O – badiah   I Kings 17:4
3) D – avid   Psalms
4) I – shmael    Gen 21:13
5) S – aul ....    I Sam 14
6) L – ydia ... Acts 16:14
7) O – mri   I Kings 16:23,24
8) V – ashti   Esther 1:11,12
9) E – lijah    II Kings 2:19

AUGUST MEMBER PUZZLE (REVISITED) 
(Waiting for responses from congregation, hint, 
hint)  
Of Active Members ...
1) Who lives farthest from the church? 
2) Who lives nearest? 
3) Who is the oldest living member? 
4) Which active members have taught a Sunday 
School class at one time or another? 
5) Who has the most number of family members at-
tending the church (including through marriage)?

ANSWERS NEXT ISSUE

PUZZLES
By ALEX MESLER

Have you ever considered 
how enticing the expres-
sion, “a land flowing with 
milk and honey” would 
be to a people 3,500 years 
ago? One “thing” we can 
be pretty sure of is that 
there were no supermarkets 
that sold packaged milk 
and granulated sweets. The 
expression, “a land flowing 
with milk and honey” is 
used over 20 times in Scrip-
ture. What does it mean? I 
think it means a prepared 
land above all else. Cattle, 
goats and (camels?) for 
milk in abundance. And 
maybe the only sweetener 
known: honey. The land 
had a natural sweetness!

How many times have 
you walked the wilder-
ness of America and come 
across honey? I am an 
outdoors person and it has 
never happened to me. 
Am I complaining? Not 
at all. God has blessed us 
— and the world — with 
an economy that produces 
every tid-bit that the tongue 
desires. 

The lion Samson slew in 
Judges 14:5-9 was found by 
a swarm of bees. Samson 
had no need of a bee suit 
— but he had a desire for 
honey. Do you suppose 
that all the best places for a 

beehive were taken and this 
swarm settled for the belly 
of a dead lion? 

Honey is mentioned 56 
times in the Bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation. 
Jonathan, fighting the Phi-
listines, came across honey 
and needed the refreshment 
(I Samuel 14:27), which, 
incidentally, got him into 
trouble because of Saul’s 
curse. And we cannot 
overlook John the Baptizer, 
whose staple seemed to 
be locusts and wild honey 
(Matthew 3:4; Mark 1:6).

***
Who would the Old Testa-

ment Scribes and prophets 
believe to be the last hope 
of the Messiah (i.e. Messi-
anic gene)?

I believe they would have 
to lean to Joash because 
Athaliah destroyed all the 
royal seed (i.e. seed of Da-
vid — Davidic covenant) 
except for Joash whom 
Jehoiada protected for six 
years. When seven years 
old, he became King Joash 
(II Kings 11). 

Joash had sons; but 
the scribes and prophets 
would not know which son 
would continue the mes-
sianic line. Joash had two 
wives and begat sons and 
daughters (II Chronicles 
24:3).Q.E.D.

ISRAEL — THE LAND
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Eden asked, “Where is the note?”
After making sure it wasn’t stuck on 

him anywhere, he said, “Gone!”
Eli, Micah, Ruth, Annaliese, Eden, 

Isaiah, Gresham and Jackson all went 
to tell the parents that they had sent 
another note. They ran down the ramp, 
across the pavement, and opened the 
door again to the dining room, where 
the parents were broken up into groups 
and talking.

“How do we get their attention?” 
asked Ruth. 

Micah said, “Someone could shout.”
Eli said he had an idea, and he went 

over and turned off all the lights.
The grownups kept talking.
They settled down at a table to talk 

and come up with ideas. “Why don’t 
we each go to a table and tell that group 
about our notes,” said Annaliese.

And so they did. They each went up 
to a table and tapped an adult on the 
shoulder and said, “Excuse me.”

The grownups kept talking.

They tried it several times, but the 
adults were concentrating so hard on their 
various ideas, they just didn’t notice the 
kids trying to get their attention.

****
Adam stood in the lengthening shade 

of the great silo. He called to Amos 
and Ephraim. “Come on, let’s explore 
a little.”

“Wait,” Ezekiel said. “Let’s form 
three groups and stick together in 
whatever we do. We can all meet back 
here before sunset.”

Julia, Emmalani, Riley, Gray, and 
Selah, along with some of the boys, 
Reuben, Jake, and Marcus, gathered 
into one group.

Ezekiel, Ephraim, Luke, Audrey, 
Eleanor, Claire and the two Christians 
gathered in another.

Abby, the two Josiahs, Juliana, Adam, 
Amos, Matthias, James, and Titus 
formed the third group.

“We will go over and see if that is 
really Joseph,” said Abby.

“Let’s go see if we can find the Nile 
River,” said Ephraim. “If this is Egypt, 
it should be easy to find.”

Julia said, “We will see if Joseph’s 
brothers are anywhere around.”

With their various assignments, the 
groups set off.

So far, the other people around them 
did not seem to see them or know that 
they were there. They were counting 
on still being invisible as they moved 
away from the shadow of the silo.

Julia, Emmalani, and the group 
with them started to look in the other 
buildings that were scattered around the 
area. Some of the buildings were open 
with pillared archways. Others had 
doors and guards.

“I’m pretty sure that if they are here, 
they might be behind one of those 
guarded doors,” said Jake.

“Yes,” said Selah. “Unless Joseph has 
already told his brothers who he is.”

“I doubt that,” said Riley, looking 
around at the long line of people 

TIME FROM PAGE 3

SEE TIME, PAGE 9
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TIME FROM PAGE 8

waiting to get grain.
Abby, the two Josiahs, Juliana, Adam, 

Amos, Matthias, James, and Titus tried 
to blend in with the crowd—it was hard 
getting used to being invisible. When 
Matthias stumbled and fell against a 
guard not far from the tall, handsome 
man they suspected was Joseph, he 
didn’t even flinch, and Matthias was 
relieved.

Of course, no one spoke the language, 
so it was hard to tell what was going on, 
but Adam noticed a key clue. There was 
a gold chain around the man’s neck and 
glistening in the sun was a signet ring.

Adam pointed them out to Josiah who 
said, “Those are the very symbols of 
power that Pharaoh gave to Joseph. It 
must be him!”

Down by the river, Ezekiel, Ephraim, 
Luke, Audrey, Eleanor, Claire and 
the two Christians were pushing their 
way through some papyrus plants. The 
water was shallow here, but as they 
made their way through the plants, it 
started to deepen.

Ezekiel stopped, sticking out his arms 
to halt the others. Luke said, “What’s 
the matter? Why are you stopping us?”

He didn’t need to answer. A wide-
eyed Claire pointed to a skinny-nosed, 
big-toothed crocodile with his snout 
and eyes just above the waterline. 
This was going to be a test of just how 
“invisible” they really were.

****
Mr. Fisher had been through all his 

pockets and realized that he must have 
laid the key down on the counter back 
in the underground kitchen.

Mr. Brillhart confessed that he hadn’t 
seen him do that, but then, he was still 
trying to figure out what was going on 
and why.

Their group decided to go find it and 
then come back and see what the others 
were thinking.

Their chairs skidded across the 
cement floor as they stood and Mr. 
Davis said, “We’re going back 
downstairs to get the key and we’ll be 
right back.”

A few of the other men said they 
wanted to come along. They marched 
down the long, narrow staircase behind 
the big triangle, and milled around 
looking for the key.

Mr. Montgomery noticed that on 

the counter, just above where the 
floor safe was located, there was an 
odd trail in the dust. As he looked at 
it more carefully, he could make out 
tiny footprints that came out from one 
direction and went back in another 
and it looked like something had been 
dragged along and into a small hole in 
the wall under one of the cabinets.
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