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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 
SEPTEMBER 19TH, 2021 
“Knowledge to Self-Control” 
MESSAGE: Adding Self-Control 2 Peter 1:6  
 
THE INTRODUCTION 
 
 AS THE WORLD TURNS 
 
  Recreating the Past  
 
  Felix: Happy by Name, Sad by Guilt 

 
  AT CAESAREA 
 
  THE ACCUSERS 
 

Acts 24:1-3  And after five days the high priest 
Ananias came down with some elders and a 
spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before the 
governor their case against Paul.  (2)  And when he 
had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse 
him, saying: "Since through you we enjoy much 
peace, and since by your foresight, most excellent 
Felix, reforms are being made for this 
nation,  (3)  in every way and everywhere we 
accept this with all gratitude. 

 
  THE REAL STORY 
 

    Slave to Governor 
 
   The Drucillas 
 
   A Summary 
 

Tacitus, in his History, declares that, during his 
governorship in Judaea, he indulged in all kinds of 
cruelty and lust, exercising regal power with the 
disposition of a slave; and, in his Annals, he 
represents Felix as considering himself licensed to 
commit any crime, relying on the influence which 
he possessed at court.  

 
 PAUL’S ADDRESS 
 

Acts 24:24-26  After some days Felix came with his 

wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul 
and heard him speak about faith in Christ 
Jesus.  (25)  And as he reasoned about 
righteousness and self-control and the coming 
judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, "Go away 
for the present. When I get an opportunity I will 
summon you."  (26)  At the same time he hoped 
that money would be given him by Paul. So he sent 
for him often and conversed with him. 

 
 FELIX’S REACTION   
 

THE MESSAGE 
 
THE TEXT 

2 Peter 1:5-7  For this very reason, make every 
effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and 
virtue with knowledge,  (6)  and knowledge with 
self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, 
and steadfastness with godliness,  (7)  and 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love. 

 
 THE CONTEXT 
 
  A Proper Biblical View 

 
While we are zealously performing the duties of 
good Citizens and soldiers we certainly ought not to 
be inattentive to the higher duties of Religion. To 
the distinguished Character of Patriot, it should be 
our highest Glory to add the more distinguished 
Character of Christian. G. WASHINGTON 

 

2 Peter 1:3  His divine power has granted to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him who called us to his own 
glory and excellence. 

 
SELF-CONTROL 
 
 WHAT IS IT?  
 
  Three Places to Look 
 

Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
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joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness,  (23)  gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. 

 

John 8:34  Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say 
to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 

 

Romans 6:22  But now that you have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit 
you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal 
life. 

 
  A Compound Word 
 

Ephesians 6:10  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
the strength of his might. 

 
  Beware 
 
Devotion without discretion is like hasty servant 
that runs away without his errand. Profession of 
faith without temperance is turned into hypocrisy, 
or such a preposterous zeal, that (it) is like fire not 
on the hearth to warm but in the top of the 
chimney to set the house on a flame.  ADAMS 
 

HOW DO WE ACHIEVE IT? 
 
  Recognize the Need 
 
  Acknowledge the Weakness 
 
  

Isaiah 66:2b  …this is the one to whom I will look: 
he who is humble and contrite in spirit and 
trembles at my word. 

 

John 15:5  I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. 

 
  Seek the Victory 
 

1 John 5:1-4  Everyone who believes that Jesus is 

the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of 
him.  (2)  By this we know that we love the children 
of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments.  (3)  For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome.  (4)  For 
everyone who has been born of God overcomes 
the world. And this is the victory that has overcome 
the world—our faith. 

 
 WHY IS IT IMPORTANT RIGHT NOW? 
 
  It serves as a notable contrast. 
 

Uncontrolled passion and lust lead 
to a dead end and usually 
wreckage. 

 
It gives witness, because it is so 
powerful, to the even greater grace 
and power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Peter 2:12  Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day of visitation. 

 

1 Peter 3:15-16  but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord 
as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,  (16)  having 
a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 
put to shame. 

 

1 Peter 4:3-6  For the time that is past suffices for doing 
what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and 
lawless idolatry.  (4)  With respect to this they are 
surprised when you do not join them in the same flood 
of debauchery, and they malign you;  (5)  but they will 
give account to him who is ready to judge the living and 
the dead.  (6)  For this is why the gospel was preached 
even to those who are dead, that though judged in the 
flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit 
the way God does.  


