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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 

SEPTEMBER 5TH, 2021 

 
MESSAGE: (Pastor Fisher) “The Surety of Your Calling and 
Election –Faith to Virtue” 
 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 BIRD INTERESTS 

 

  Jays 

 

  God’s Birds 

 

The Certainty of Calling and 

Election 

 
If Christ came to purchase our redemption, then let us try whether we 

are the persons whom Christ has redeemed from the guilt and curse 

due to sin. This is a needful trial; for let me tell you, there is but a 

certain number whom Christ has redeemed. A (balm) may have a 

sovereign virtue in it to heal any wound, but it does not heal unless 

applied to the wound. And if it be so, that all have not the benefit of 

Christ's redemption, but some only, then it is a necessary question to 

ask our own souls, Are we in the number of those that are redeemed 

by Christ or not? WATSON 

 

   A Quick Visit to the Feeder 

  

 
Such as are redeemed by Christ are redeemed from the world. 'Who 

gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver (or redeem) us from 

this present evil world.' Gal. 1:4. Such as are redeemed by Christ are 

risen with Christ, Col. 3:1. As birds that light upon the ground to 

pick up a little seed, immediately fly up to heaven again; so, the 

redeemed of the Lord use the world, and take the lawful comforts of 

it, but their hearts are presently off these things, and they ascend to 

heaven. They live here, and (they) trade above. WATSON 

 

  Heavenly Trade 

 

   Strangers and Pilgrims 

 

Hebrews 13:14  …here we have no lasting city, but we seek 
the city that is to come. 

 

Hebrews 11:16  … desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for 
he has prepared for them a city. 

 

   Necessary Provision 

 

2 Corinthians 4:18  as we look not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen 
are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 

1 John 2:16  …all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh 
and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 
Father but is from the world. 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

THE CHRISTAIN’S BUSINESS 

 

2 Peter 1:3-8  His divine power has granted to (you) all things 
that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and excellence,  (4)  by 
which he has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of 
the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is 
in the world because of sinful desire.  (5)  For this very 
reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 
virtue, and virtue with knowledge,  (6)  and knowledge with 
self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness,  (7)  and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  (8)  For 
if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you 
from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

  Holy Provision 

 

   To Be Compounded 

 

   The Fidelity Fiduciary Bank 

 

 THE FIRST INVESTMENT 

 

to supplement your faith with virtue 
 

  Faith 

 
Hebrews 11:1-3 & 6  Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  (2)  For by it the 
people of old received their commendation.  (3)  By faith we 
understand that the universe was created by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are 
visible.  (6) And without faith it is impossible to please him, 
for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 
 

   Peace with God 

 

   Abraham and You 

 

Romans 4:20-25 & 5:1-2  No unbelief made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God,  (21)  fully convinced that God 
was able to do what he had promised.  (22)  That is why his 
faith was "counted to him as righteousness."  (23)  But the 
words "it was counted to him" were not written for his sake 
alone,  (24)  but for ours also. It will be counted to us who 
believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our 
Lord,  (25)  who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification. (5:1-2)  Therefore, since we have 
been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  (2)  Through him we have also obtained 
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access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 

   The Question 
 

Faith is the foundation of the following graces; indeed they are all in 

faith radically. Every grace is but faith exercised. TRAPP 

 

   Exploitation 

 

   As It Applies Here 
 

Saving faith, which grips Christ for pardon and strength, and daily 

flies to Him for both, must be held fast and renewed in the exercise of 

it... NISBET 

 

 PETER’S ANSWER 

 

  Virtue—What Is It? 

 
…granted to (you) all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory 
and excellence (virtue). 
 

Philippians 4:8  Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence 
(or virtue), if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things. 

 

   Not Stooping 

 

   But to Be… 

 

1 Peter 4:1-5  Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm 
yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has 
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,  (2)  so as to live for 
the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions 
but for the will of God.  (3)  For the time that is past suffices 
for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless 
idolatry.  (4)  With respect to this they are surprised when 
you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and 
they malign you;  (5)  but they will give account to him who is 
ready to judge the living and the dead. 

 

  Where Does It Arise From?   

 

Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  (23)  gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law. 

 

Ecclesiastes 10:2  A wise man's heart inclines him to the right, 
but a fool's heart to the left. 

 

Ephesians 6:14  Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt 

of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

 
In the present instance it is quite commonly, and I believe correctly, u

nderstood to convey the idea of fortitude, firmness, energy. LILLIE 
 

  Sailing With the Tide 

 

  Cultivating the Rich Field 

 

Titus 2:11-14  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people,  (12)  training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age,  (13)  waiting for 
our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ,  (14)  who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good 
works. 

 

   Beware Excuses 

 

THE CONCLUSION 

 

 THE GREAT HOUSE 
 

Conceive all this a glorious house the building up of a Christian. Let 

faith stand for the foundation, virtue for the walls, knowledge the 

windows that let in the light of God's truth to illuminate it. Let 

temperance be the mortar that keeps off the violence of wind and 

weather, for temperance diverts cunning corruption. Be patience, the 

pins and stays that hold together the frame, for patience will not be 

moved. Let godliness be the perfect form or model of it, that the 

structure may mock the rage and resistance of hell. Set brotherly 

kindness for the lodging chambers built to entertain friends. Charity 

is the roof. as Augustine says, of God's house in man's heart. ADAMS 

 

  The Crumbling Neighborhood 

 

  The Solid Home 

 

1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 

 

Ephesians 5:8-16  for at one time you were darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light  (9)  (for the 
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 
true),  (10)  and try to discern what is pleasing to the 
Lord.  (11)  Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them.  (12)  For it is shameful even to 
speak of the things that they do in secret.  (13)  But when 
anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible,  (14)  for 
anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
"Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you."  (15)  Look carefully then how you walk, not as 
unwise but as wise,  (16)  making the best use of the time, 
because the days are evil. 


