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M r. Fisher, now in the spotlight of 
his fellow parents’ stares, started to 
explain what had happened back in the 

main part of the building. 
“Down under the platform in the church, 

there is a small kitchen. In the floor of that 
kitchen is a sort of circular safe.”

“Yes,” continued Mr. Brillhart, “and inside 
that safe we found a sort of valve that you 
could turn with a key. Only we didn’t have any 
key and didn’t know where it was or where to 
look for it exactly.”

At that moment the dining room door by the 
kitchen swung out, and everyone turned with 
a hopeful glance, but there was a sigh when 
it became clear that it was just the younger 
children coming in to listen. 

“We decided to search the drawers and 
cabinets down there and finally found a key,” 
added Mr. Davis.

“I reached down into the hole, inserted the 
key and tried to turn it, but it would not budge. 

TUBETUBE
TIME TRAVELERS

PART ELEVEN
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TRUE PRIDE AND PREJUDICE
It is interesting to note how society at large will often 

recognize the wisdom of the Bible without acknowledging 
that the wisdom itself is in the Word of God.

Phrases and quotes are plagiarized regularly (kids, that 
means stolen) from the Scriptures with no reference to the 
source or the author. I heard 
someone on television the 
other night say,

Pride goeth before destruc-
tion, and an haughty spirit 
before a fall.

— Proverbs 16:18  
I doubt the script writers 

made any reference to the 
book of Proverbs when they 
added it to the dialog, and the 
actor certainly didn’t do so.

Now, whether God the Holy 
Spirit is given credit for the 
wisdom of this statement or 
not, it is true.

Every August marks the an-
niversary of an ugly moment 
in church history. In fact, it is 
the anniversary of one of the 
worst persecutions in history. 
Period. But it offers to us an 
example of the proverb…

Pride goeth before destruc-
tion, and an haughty spirit 
before a fall.

— Proverbs 16:18  
King Charles IX of France 

had been assured by the 
pope and his mother, Catherine de Medici, that if he could 
disarm the leaders of the Protestant forces in France by 
pretending friendship, and then turn on them quickly and 
massacre them and their followers, he could rid his country 
of the blight of the Reformation once and for all.

The youthful king agreed, and said that he would order it, 
“provided not a single one is left to reproach me.” With that 
command, the dreadful St. Bartholomew’s Massacre began. 

Despite the best efforts of the Roman Catholic forces to 
fulfill his wishes, they failed, and though tens of thousands 
were slaughtered — no one knows exactly how many, but 
conservative estimates range from 70,000 to 100,000 — 
they failed to extinguish everyone who might be left to 
reproach the young ruler.

At first, the victory seemed complete and definitive, and 

growing boldness seized the criminal forces backed by 
Rome; so much so, that they publicly boasted in the deed. 
The pope struck a gold commemorative medal in honor of 
the occasion. But, in fact, the forces that remained were 
strong enough to force Charles into concessions that gave 

the Huguenots more liberty 
than they enjoyed prior to the 
massacre. 

Within two years, at the age 
of 23, the manipulated king 
was suffering from TB and 
subject to bloody coughing 
spells and hemorrhages. He 
died that year haunted by 
the murders he had ordered 
and feeling betrayed by his 
mother and others who had 
assured him of the peace it 
would bring to the nation and 
the satisfaction it would bring 
to his own soul.

At the end, he only allowed 
three people to be present in 
his chamber — two servants 
and his nurse. They testified 
that at one point the king 
cried out so mournfully that 
it brought them all upright. 
When the nurse asked what 
troubled him, he is reported as 
saying to her ...

‘Ah! nurse, nurse,’ said the 
king, ‘what bloodshed and 
what murders! Ah! What evil 

counsel have I followed! Oh! my God, forgive me them 
and have mercy upon me, if it may please Thee! I know not 
what has come to me, so bewildered and agitated do they 
make me.  What will be the end of it all! What shall I do? I 
am lost; I see it well.’ 

What seemed like early success soon gave way to despair, 
demonstrating that a sense of victory can easily bring on a 
hasty, dangerous, and sometimes fatal pride that drives men 
to their destruction.

In contrast, Scripture says,
Do not remember against us our former iniquities; let 

your compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are 
brought very low. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the 
glory of your name; deliver us, and atone for our sins, for 
your name’s sake! — Psalms 79:8-9 



PARENTS
Raising covenant children in the admonition of the 

Lord is the best and highest kind of nurture, that which is 
drawn and fetched from the Word of the Lord. It is vital 
to train them not only in arts and sciences to make them 
worldly-wise and learned, nor only in the mysteries of 
trading and worldly employment to make them rich, nor 
only in matters of morality and civil honesty to make 
them sober and virtuous, but in the mys-
teries of true religion in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord in the words of 
faith and of good doctrine.

Abraham is set before us as a respon-
sible parent, living by faith. God called 
Abraham to endeavor to bring all that 
were under his command to be at God’s 
command. Abraham will not leave his 
children ... to their own genius, counsels, 
lusts, ignorance, idleness, superstition, 
or idolatry. He commanded them to keep 
the way of Jehovah. Abraham endeav-
ored to set up God in his family to instruct them in that 
way of faith, worship and obedience which God requires.

It was not a passive role, but an intensely active one that 
involved, faith, personal example, and instruction. 

— Rev. Thomas Lye, edited by Pastor Fisher

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
Two are better than one, because they have a good 

reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his 
fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has 
not another to lift him up! — Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  

When a man and a woman first determine to become 
partners for life (this is the true character and spirit of 
marriage despite the fact that you hear people say today 
that marriage is not that important—after all, it’s not like 
it’s forever), when this determination is made, there must 
be a concerted effort to keep that initial, mutual affection 
alive and fresh.

It is not expected that it will always have the same type 
of ardor it has at the outset. Much of that early affection is 
often immature and inexperienced and will wear or burn 
away. But that doesn’t mean that the affection itself has 
worn away. 

True affection improves with time. Time makes it hearti-
er, more resilient, steadier, and deeper — much deeper. 

By the grace of God, you can cultivate the richness of 
your affections for one another. The husband does this by 

being sure that his wife never loses that initial place as his 
preeminent friend and companion, when she is accorded 
the same deference today that she enjoyed on her wedding 
day.

On the other hand, let the wife remember the generous 
spirit she had toward her husband when their affection 
was new and fresh. First love is known for its ability to 
overlook all manner of things.

A wife helps to keep her affections 
warm when she continues to overlook in 
her old husband what she was happy to 
overlook in the young man who courted 
her.

— Pastor Fisher

SINGLES
“The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me 

this water, so that I will not be thirsty or 
have to come here to draw water.’” 

— John 4:15

This well known story in John’s gospel can be applied 
in many different ways. The way that comes to mind for 
me is from a recent reading of RC Sproul’s commentary 
of John’s gospel. The desire for marriage is not a bad 
thing. It is a good thing, but this good thing can be taken 
to the point of idolatry. We can get so caught up in the 
gift (marriage) that we fail to see the gift giver (Christ). 
While circumstances may be different, the application can 
be the same. This woman was seeking to fill an emptiness 
in her life that only Christ could fill. This woman had five 
husbands and it seems obvious that those relationships 
did not fulfill her. Christ is the only one who can fill our 
lives with meaning and purpose, to take something empty 
and make it full. A spouse will never satisfy a desire in 
us apart from Christ. Sproul writes, “She had not stopped 
trying to find happiness. Five times she had married, 
and every time she had entered into a marriage she had 
thought: ‘This is the one that will make me happy. This is 
the one that will last.’... Why was she doing that? Was it 
because she wanted to be sinful? No. She simply wanted 
to find happiness. She was lonely and empty. She was 
willing to grab at anything that might satisfy her thirst.” 
In all things let us remember not to overlook the gift giver 
in our desires for the good gift. 

— Tyler Brillhart

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 6
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BIBLE FROM PAGE 5
TEENS

“Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake 
not your mother’s teaching, for they are a graceful gar-
land for your head and pendants for your neck.” 
— Proverbs 1:8-9

This proverb begins with a command “hear” or in some 
translations “listen.” There is an urgency here that seeks 
to grab the readers’ attention; something important is 
about to be said. The urgency is to heed the instructions 
of our parents, especially in the time we are still maturing 
and growing as men and women of Christ. The Bible puts 
a great responsibility on those who would instruct and 
bring up in the LORD. Deuteronomy 6:7 tells parents to 
“diligently” teach their children to love God. This is our 
highest calling! No career we enter into or direction we 
take in life will ever come close to the calling we have to 
love God. A godly parent is to both teach godly disci-
plines but to also lead by example. Do not brush this off, 
but listen to and walk in the instruction of your parents 
as they lead you. It is this heeding of biblical instruction 
that causes us to grow in holiness that then produces this 
blessing, this garland and pendant, that is to be an exam-
ple and testimony to the world around us.

— Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields 

its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all 
that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but are 
like chaff that the wind drives away.” — Psalm 1:3-4

This is not the only time the Bible uses the picture of a 
tree and water to describe our relationship with Christ. 
Jesus describes himself as living water in John chapter 
4. Later on in the same book Jesus uses the image of a 
vine and branches (John 15). Living things require water 
to stay alive and here in this Psalm we see the different 
effects of the importance of water in life. The previous 
verse in this Psalm speaks of the man who delights in the 
law of the LORD. To meditate day and night upon this 
law is like a tree planted by the stream. We constantly 
grow and learn about God and what He requires of us. 
The Bible tells us that in doing this we will bear fruit and 
prosper. In other words, we will be pleasing and accept-
able to God. Just like we all get thirsty and need to drink 
water to survive, our souls need the intake of living water 
in order to survive. This living water is found in Jesus 
Christ, and his gospel is found in the Word of God!

— Tyler Brillhart
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WELCOME FRANCESCA & IMMAGIN
On August 12, Tyler and Dalton Brillhart welcomed Fran-
cesca Lee and Immagin Joy into their family. Francesca 
was born at 6:32 a.m., weighing 5lbs, 7oz, 18.5” long. 
Immagin arrived at 6:33 a.m. weighing 5lbs, 13oz, 18.5” 
long. Praise the Lord for these new covenant members to 
our church family.



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Allister Stone
7 Bob Mullen
    Craig Robinson
8 Julia McKown
11 Isaac Yong

15 James Montgomery
16 Zona Flood
      Bonnie Fisher
18 Angela Jackson
      Adam Harr

19 John Williams
21 John Battle
23 Karen Harr
25 Bill Sawaya
      Becky Bracewell

A POETIC PUZZLE

1) Who challenged Israel’s hosts to single fight?
2) What prophets hid in caves as dark as night?
3) What poet sounded forth his Maker’s praise?
4) Who was expelled from his home in early days?
5) What king neglected and despised God’s word?
6) What woman’s heart was opened by the Lord?
7) What conquering king the towers of Shemer 
raised?
8) Who would not come to hear her beauty 
praised? 
9) And who to heaven on fiery wheels was borne,
His mantle falling on his friend forlorn?

Take the initials, and in them you’ll find 
Wise words of counsel, for the young designed.

ANSWERS FOR JUNE’S PUZZLE
 THE BRANCH , Zec . 3:8 & 6:12. 
1) T - eman .... 
2) H - or ...
3) E - lisheba . 
4) B - arnabas .. 
5) R - ephidim . 
6) A - mram . 
7) N - icodemus . 
8) C - ephas . 
9) H - anani . 

MEMBER PUZZLE
Of Active Members...
1) Who lives farthest from the church? 
2) Who lives nearest? 
3) Who is the oldest living member? 
4) Which active members have taught a Sunday 
School class at one time or another? 
5) Who has the most number of family members 
attending the church (including through marriage)?

ANSWERS NEXT ISSUE

PUZZLES

Sergeant Stubby holds the 
distinction of being the only dog 
nominated for rank and then pro-
moted to sergeant through combat.

Stubby started as a normal 
civilian canine living near Yale 
University in 1917. While 
members of the 102nd Infantry 
trained on university grounds, 
Corporal James Robert Conroy 
became particularly fond of 
the Boston Terrier mix. When 
the unit shipped out for France, 
Conroy hid Stubby under his 
overcoat. Conroy's commanding 
officer eventually discovered 
Stubby. Fortunately, Stubby 
saluted the commanding officer 
upon detection and was allowed 
to stay as the official mascot of 
the 102nd Infantry Regiment.

In total, Stubby participated in 
four offensives and 17 battles 
on the Western Front over the 
course of 18 months. Stubby 
overcame multiple injuries to 
help protect his allies from en-

emies, locate missing soldiers, 
and alert fellow troops to duck 
for cover when he heard the 
whine of incoming artillery 
shells. Stubby also wore a 
specially designed gas mask to 
protect him from mustard gas. 
Some soldiers even claimed 
that Stubby captured a German 
soldier by refusing to let go of 
his pants until fellow soldiers 
found him.

The charismatic canine met 
multiple presidents and led sev-
eral parades across the country. 
He was also presented with a 
gold medal from the Humane 
Education Society. 

— Edited from 
https://bit.ly/389qU1M

Dogs appear about 40 times in 
Scripture.

Who in the Bible seems to 
have shepherded his sheep using 
dogs?

In what Book of the Bible do 
they first appear? Last appear?

WILD ANIMALS ON THE LOOSE

Sergeant Stubby — the most 
decorated war dog of WWI
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So, I turned the key around, re-
inserted it, and sure enough, when I 
applied a little muscle,” continued 
Mr. Fisher, “the valve moved.”

“And that’s when it happened,” 
said Mr. Brillhart. “The hole glowed 
with a powerful yellow light and the 
ground began to tremble.”

“This yellow light…” said Mr. 
Wagner, “…what color yellow was 
it? Was it like the sun, or like the 
yellow on a stop light?”

“Come to think of it,” replied Mr. 
Fisher and pointing outside, “it was 
the same color yellow as that slide.”

“So was the yellow filtering into 
the furnace room!” said Mr. Frey.

“And the ground trembled?” asked 

Mr. Anderson.
“Yes, both under the platform and 

in the furnace room.” 
“Abigail’s sox.” A small voice 

whispered loudly from the back of 
the room.

All the adults turned to see Micah 
— wide eyed and saying again, 
“Abigail’s sox!”

****
Flying along again through 

the tube, the older children had 
different reactions. Some were 
getting tired of being thrown around 
in this yellow stream of light, while 
others were excited to see where 
they might land next. Up and down, 
swirling around, they had no control 

over where they were going or how 
quickly they would get there.

This time, it seemed to some that 
they were a little longer in the tube 
than usual. At one point they had 
begun to slow down and before 
them they saw an old man weeping 
and holding what looked like a 
bloody rag in his hands, but before 
they could begin to get a better 
look, they picked up speed and were 
now traveling very fast.

Matthias, Ezekiel, and Marcus 
were the first to come flying out 
of the tube. They tumbled into a 
dark, warm, dry room. They landed 
on something noisy but unstable, 
and the impact of their bodies 

TIME FROM PAGE 1

SEE TIME, PAGE 9
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TIME FROM PAGE 8

SEE TIME, PAGE 10

started what seemed to be a noisy 
landslide.

Soon Gray and Selah came sliding 
down too, with more of the stuff 
they landed in carrying them down.

Jake, Luke, Josiah, James, and 
Reuben tumbled in next, and when 
they reached the bottom, the others 
realized that they were slowly 
getting buried in whatever this 
pebble-like stuff was. When Josiah 
tried to stand up, he simply sunk 
more deeply into its soft surface.

Soon enough, the whole crowd 
was there: Adam, Julia, both 
Christians, the other Josiah, Luke, 
Abigail, Eleanor, Amos, Julianna 
and the Fisher kids.

Some of them coughed because of 
the dust, others tried to see in the 
dark, tall room. Way up at the top of 
this place was a shaft of light that 
pierced the dust, shining a square of 
light on the upper end of the pebbly 
pile.

It looked “grainy,” for want of a 
better description.

Ezekiel picked up a handful of 
the stuff and it slipped between his 
fingers. 

Julia, who had done the same, 
said, “It is like very coarse sand or 
slick shiny pebbles.”

Just as Ezekiel was about to agree, 
there was a loud noise up near the 
window where the light had been 
shining in. Suddenly, all went dark 
and then there was an unfamiliar 
rushing sound.

As the sound grew louder, 
everyone realized that the stuff 
they were in, whatever it was, was 
getting deeper and deeper.

****
“What do you mean, Abigail’s 

sox?” asked Mrs. Onstot.
Eden answered for the still wide-

eyed Micah, “That’s when we saw 
them — Abigail Anderson’s feet!”

“Yes,” said Gresham. “When the 
tube and the ground shook and the 

tube began to glow, we saw Abigail 
Anderson’s feet!”

“Wait a minute,” said Mr. 
Anderson. “How do you know that 
they were Abby’s feet?”

“I’m the one who thought they 
must be Abigail’s feet,” said 
Annaliese. “It wasn’t because of 
the shoes she had on or because of I 
saw her face, it was because of the 
sox—one had black and white polka 

dots and the other had orange and 
green stripes. I noticed them this 
morning because they weren’t the 
same.”

“That’s right,” said Mrs. Anderson, 
“Abby couldn’t find the matches 
this morning, so I told her to wear 
what she had: I thought it was 
cute.”

Mr. Wagner scratched his head. 
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TIME FROM PAGE 9

TO BE CONTINUED

“Let me get this straight. Mr. Fisher 
turned a key that turned a valve in 
a safe under the church platform. 
When he turned that valve a yellow 
light — yellow like the slide outside 
— filled the hole where the safe 
is. At the same time, the ground 
trembled under his feet. In the 
furnace room, over there, Mr. Frey 
and those with him, saw a similar 
light in the ductwork of the heating 
and air conditioning system, and 
you kids saw the slide glow, felt it 
tremble and Abigail’s feet appeared 
and disappeared. Is that about 
right?”

All the witnesses agreed.
“Then, it seems to me,” said Mrs. 

Sawaya, “that if we go back and 
turn that valve, we might be able to 
bring the kids home.”

“Home from where?” asked Mr. 
McKown. “Where have they gone 
and how did they get there? I 
think we need to be careful about 
just turning valves we don’t know 
anything about.”

Several of the parents nodded 
agreement.

“Well,” said Mr. Montgomery. 
“Why don’t we do what 
Presbyterians do best and form a 
few committees. One to go check 
out this valve in the lower kitchen—
we can’t all fit down there—and 
one to examine that slide more 
carefully. What did you do with the 
key?”

Mr. Brillhart looked at Mr. Fisher. 
Mr. Fisher looked at Mr. Davis.

Mr. Davis gulped and said, “We 
aren’t sure. In all the excitement we 
each thought the other one had it—
but we’ll find it.”

****
The younger children had decided 

to try another note.
“What should it say?” asked 

Anneliese.
“We love and miss you,” suggested 

Eden.
“How about, ‘the grown-ups are 

trying to save you,’” countered 
Isaiah.

Ruth said, “Can’t we say both 
things?”

“That’s it,” said Micah, as 
Gresham shook his head in 
agreement.

The children went off in search of 
paper and crayons, and this time, it 
was Jackson who climbed up into 
the playground and dropped the 
folded sheet down the slide.

****
The room was dark, dustier than 

ever, and filling with this odd 
stuff that seemed to be pouring in 
through the upper window.

“(Cough) — I think — (cough) — 
I think I see a seam of light over 
there on the wall,” said Emmalani.

Everyone squinted in the dusty 
darkness in the direction she was 
pointing. There on the floor, was a 

little seam of light that ran up just 
above their heads.

“It’s a door!” cried Marcus. 
“Push it open!” said Julianna.
Rueben pushed hard on the door, 

and it opened, allowing a blinding 
shaft of light into the room. James 
Montgomery knelt and picked up a 
handful of the stuff still pouring in 
from above.

“Wheat! These are kernels of 
wheat!” he cried.

They all knelt and picked up some, 
and sure enough, they were being 
buried in wheat!

Jake stepped out into the sunshine. 
The structure they were in was 
one of many like it. He turned and 
looked up to the top of the one they 
had been in. Workers on a platform 
with a ladder were pouring baskets 
of wheat into a hopper that fed 
into a pipe that went in through the 
window.

Others of the Tube Travelers 
were moving out into the sunlight, 
blinking, rubbing their eyes, still 
coughing a little, but all looking 
around.

Ephraim looked at the clothing of 
the people working, milling about, 
and giving orders. He leaned over 
to Luke and said, “I think we’re in 
Egypt.”

“I think you’re right!” said Luke.
Just then, there was a loud 

clashing of cymbals, a beating of 
drums and a blast of loud trumpets.

The kids watched, as everyone 
stopped what they were doing 
and bowed in the direction of the 
strange sounds. 

Christian Onstot was distracted by 
a folded piece of paper that seemed 
to flutter down from nowhere and 
landed on the sand at his feet.


