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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 

AUGUST 29th, 2021 

“The Gospel Opens Us to Life” 

 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 HEARING, ADMIRING, BEHOLDING 

 

  The Boy 

 

  The Store 

 

  The Gift 

 

 BELIEVING, KNOWING, EXPERIENCING 

 

COMPARING WHAT WAS WITH WHAT IS 

 

Ephesians 2:11-12  Therefore remember that 

you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called 

Uncircumcision by what is called the 

Circumcision made in the flesh by 

hands—  (12)  that at that time you were 

without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. 

 

 WHAT WAS BY NATURE   

  

  Christless 

 

As Christ is the only redeemer of men, and the only medi

ator between God and  

man, to be without Christ, 

was to be without redemption and without access to God

. HODGE 

 

  Aliens 

 

Ephesians 4:17-19  … in the futility of their 

minds.  (18)  They are darkened in their 

understanding, alienated from the life of God 

because of the ignorance that is in them, due 

to their hardness of heart.  (19)  They have 

become callous and have given themselves 

up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind 

of impurity. 

 

  Strangers 

 

As the heathen were not included in the covenant God m

ade with his people, they  

had no interest in the promise... HODGE 

 

  Hopeless and Godless 

 

WHAT IS BY GRACE 

 

2 Peter 1:3-4  …has granted to us all things that 

pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own 

glory and excellence,  (4)  by which he has 

granted to us his precious and very great 

promises, so that through them you may 

become partakers of the divine nature, having 

escaped from the corruption that is in the world 

because of sinful desire. 

 

 CHRIST’S SACRIFICE OPENED UP ALL 

 

 CITIZENS 

  

…having escaped from the corruption that is in 

the world because of sinful desire. 
 

  Recognized and Acknowledged 

 

  Hopeful Sons and Daughters 

 

WHAT TO DO 

 

2 Peter 1:5-9  For this very reason, make every 

effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and 

virtue with knowledge,  (6)  and knowledge 

with self-control, and self-control with 

steadfastness, and steadfastness with 

godliness,  (7)  and godliness with brotherly 

affection, and brotherly affection with 

love.  (8)  For if these qualities are yours and 

are increasing, they keep you from being 

ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  (9)  For whoever lacks these 

qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, 

having forgotten that he was cleansed from his 

former sins. 

 

MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION 

SURE 

 

 TAKE THEM OFF THE SHELF 

 

  Diligently 

 

To the end that this saving work of grace described in 

the preface may thrive, the Apostle here seriously 
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exhorts gracious persons not to satisfy themselves with 

the sight of one or some few graces in themselves; but to 

give more than ordinary diligence that they may see 

every grace drawn forth to exercise, and “showing its 

spiritual life” in fruits. NISBET 

 

  Christ Opened the Door 

 

…they who discern in themselves a saving work of 

grace, and know the privileges spoken of before to be 

theirs, are not now to sit down idle and satisfied, but to 

be 

the more active and diligent in the exercise of grace and 

holy duties. NISBET 

 

  An Essential Part of Our Witness 

 

Acts 4:13  Now when they saw the boldness of 

Peter and John, and perceived that they were 

uneducated and untrained men, they 

marveled. And they realized that they had 

been with Jesus. 

 


