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SEE TIME, PAGE 7

T he muddy water churned and bolted through narrow canyons, 
it climbed over rocks and spilled down steep falls, carrying the 
whole group with it. There was no need to swim; the current kept 

everyone moving and bunched up together.
Finally, they came to the place where the river fed into a wider 

and calmer one. They floated for awhile and got their strength back. 
Then Ezekiel noticed that on the far bank to their right stood a thick 

grove of palm trees. Their feathery fronds 
moving in the gentle breeze seemed to be 
beckoning him to the shore. He swam until 
he could get his footing, and then began 
directing the others toward the shore near 
the grove.

The air here was cool and dry, and they 
all helped each other out of the water 
and onto the bank. Luke, Jake, and 
Josiah M. sprawled on the ground 
under a tree. Little groups did 
the same in the shadow of the 
palms.

Eleanor said to those 
around her, “Do you hear the sound of the wind 
in the palm branches?”

Julia said, “Yes! And I don’t hear the thunder 
and rumbling we heard before when we dove 
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SOLOMON THE
RUNAWAY TORTOISE

WILD ANIMALS ON THE LOOSE

Solomon, a 150-pound tortoise, escaped his enclosure at 
a home in Tennessee, and was on the run for 74 days.

After he escaped, he disappeared, and his owners 
wondered if he was trying to make it back to Africa, his 
native land.

He did not take any major roads and he was not seen on 
any trails or pathways, and his owners wondered how far 
he might roam once loose in the wilds of Tennessee.

In the 75 days, Solomon covered an eighth of a mile and 
was discovered in a construction site munching on grass.

“I guess that we will never know the full details of 
Solomon’s great adventure and how he managed to elude 
us all for so long,” Lynn Cole, his owner, told the news 
outlet. “No matter his traveled course or intent, thanks to 
the gentleman and his son who happened to be driving by 
at that moment, Solomon is now safely at home and, as 
such, so much joy has been returned to our family.”

Psalms 50:10  For every beast of the forest is Mine, And 

the cattle on a thousand hills.
For a few days, Solomon was a wild creature. With the 

Coles he had all sorts of provisions and lavish care shown 
to him. But it is not just the domesticated animal that has 
special accommodations by the hand of God their Creator.

Can you locate the verses that tell us that the Creator has 
provided for His creatures in these ways?

• “Foxes have holes.”
• “Young lions gather themselves  together, and lay them 

down in their dens.”
• “The high hills are a refuge for the goats, and the rocks 

for the conies.” 
• “The spider takes hold with her hand, and is in king’s 

palaces.”
• “The birds of the air have nests.”
• “The eagle mounts up, and in rocks inaccessible, makes 

her nest on high.” 
• “As for the stork, the fir trees are her house.”
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PARENTS
1) Parents (are) warned not to abuse their authority by 

provoking their children. In the best of parents there is not 
only natural affection, but also natural corruption; (and 
for this reason if they are not careful) 
they will be very prone, not only to be 
rash, but furious, with their children, 
simply to have them bend to their will 
at the moment; therefore is this bridling 
caution needful: “And you, fathers, do 
not provoke your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the training and admo-
nition of the Lord.” Ephesians 6:4  

2) Parents are (also) commanded not to 
neglect, but to lay out and improve their 
authority in instructing their children. 
This also is necessary, because parents 
are … too apt to be fondly indulgent, 
and on that account careless to bring up their children 
in such courses as are necessary for knowing and doing 
the will of God. Both, therefore, are of special use. Do 
not provoke but instruct. The well-instructed child is in 
God’s way to be an obedient child, and more responsive 
to instructing parents. 

        — Rev. Thomas Lye, Edited By Pastor Fisher

HUSBANDS AND WIVES
“Two are better than one, because they have a good 

reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his 
fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has 
not another to lift him up.” — Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

You have given yourselves up to each other and have in 
the presence of God pledged yourselves to each other’s 
burdens, to consult each other’s peace of mind, and to 
concur invariably in endeavoring to render the journey 
as pleasant to each other as possible. Thus, joined by 
faith and love, you have committed a trust to each other. 
Neither of you have your happiness in your own hands. 
Neither of you have it in your power to be completely 
happy without the consent of the other. 

However, the imperfection of human nature can, and 
does, sometimes cause this journey to sink into the con-
dition of those miserable creatures to whom the greatest 
unhappiness of the journey is that they are obliged to 
travel together!

To avoid the evils into which the infirmities of our 
nature may plunge us, we should enter early on the use of 
preventives.  

First, pay attention to the preservation of that affection 
for each other which first determined you to be partners 
for life. In the continuance of this alone you will find the 

sufferings of the present state consider-
ably reduced. Trials and difficulties are 
the common lot of humanity, and you 
cannot hope for an exemption from them. 
Rough roads, dark nights and stormy 
days are to be expected, but while your 
affections continue undiminished you 
will in this circumstance find a consid-
erable alleviation of the difficulties with 
which you have to contend. The trials 
which occur by the way will be less felt 
when they serve as occasions of proving 
afresh the care and tenderness which the 
travelers have for each other.

          — Rev. James Bean, edited by Pastor Fisher

SINGLES
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.” —  Revelation 21:1-2

Marriage is a beautiful thing. It is something that God 
has given to us that should be respected, honored, and 
even desired. However, it is not the goal. The chief end 
of man ... We must continue to have the right attitude and 
focus in our lives and that is to glorify God in every part 
of our lives and at all times. We are a part of the bride of 
Christ. Jesus tells us in Matthew 22:30 that there is no 
marriage in heaven. Even this beautiful gift that is mar-
riage will only last for as long as we are here on the earth, 
but on that last day, when God will dwell with his peo-
ple, the greatest of weddings takes place between Christ 
and his bride. All who are in Christ will take part in this 
wedding. Both marriage and singleness reflect this great 
day—one in giving a picture of Christ and his church, the 
other as the bride who waits faithfully for her husband’s 
arrival.        — Tyler Brillhart

TEENS
“Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the 

one who understands obtain guidance, to understand a 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 8
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
4   Peg Marcelia
9   Jennifer Stone
10 Ian Hutton

BIBLE QUIZ
The initials of your answers form one of the names of 
our Lord.

1) The first duke on record
2) The mount on which Aaron died
3) Aaron’s wife 
4) An Apostle whom the Greeks took for their God , 
Jupiter
5) The place where the Israelites murmured for
water
6) The father of Moses
7) A ruler of the Jews , who secretly sought Jesus 
that he might be taught by him
8) A name given to Simon Peter
9) A prophet in the reign of King Asa

ANSWERS NEXT ISSUE

ANSWERS TO THE MEMBERSHIP RIDDLES 
FOR MAY
— His Mom grew up in the same church as Pastor and 
Bonnie. (Craig Robinson)
— He has an extensive “car” collection. (Fred Aschen-
brenner has a model car collection)
— He attended a college in California where Alex 
Mesler served as a teacher. (Dr. John Battle)
— This family, which knew no Spanish, had 5 exchange 
students from Mexico and Guatemala living with them. 
(The Jim Freys)
— She hiked the Great Wall of China…while pregnant. 
(Mandy Fisher)
— She has lived in 15 different homes in her relatively 
young life. (Kelsey Frey)
— She played in a clarinet trio with Debby Frey and 
Pam Arndt. (Susan Padgett)
— He lettered in five sports and activities in high School 
including band. (Aaron Frey)
— She was born in the year that Mount St. Helens erupt-
ed, but not in the state of Washington. (Karen Harr)

ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUIZ FOR MAY
Find the name of the king described by answering the 
questions.
Find the eastern king, whose lying awake at night had 
important consequences. The initials of the following 
reveal the name. (AHASUERUS) (Esther 8:1)
1) A woman whose discretion and courteous behavior 
led to great exaltation. (Abigail – I Sam 25:3)
2) The place where an eminent high priest died. (Hor 
– Num 20:27)
3) The cousin of Saul who was captain of his host. 
(Abner – I Sam 14:50)
4) A violent opposer of the rebuilding of the temple. 
(Sanballat – Neh 4:7)
5) One whose ill-timed zeal provoked the anger of the 
Lord. (Uzza – I Chr 13:10)
6) A servant, the first named in Scripture. (Eliezer – 
Gen. 15:2)
7) A city of refuge. (Ramoth – Josh 20:8)
8) A monosyllabic name , the early home of an old 
Testament character. (Ur – Gen 11:31)
9) An Old Testament name of Christ. (Shiloh – Gen 
49:10)

ANSWER TO ALEX MESLER’S QUESTION 
IN JUNE 2021 EDITION
Question: Who would the scribes and prophets know 
would be the last to carry the Messianic gene?
Answer: “God will provide Himself for an offering.”

PUZZLES

SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit a short article, 
family news and/or pictures, or if there 
is anything else that you would like to 
contribute, please send it to tacomabpc@
gmail.com. We reserve the right to edit or 
exclude any submitted material.
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BY PASTOR FISHER

During the British civil war in the 
mid-1600s, one of the gentlemen 

involved had his quarters invaded 
and was beaten down. He was taken 
prisoner and eventually lost his life. The 
gentleman in question could have easily 
escaped, reports Abraham Cowley, but 
he remained too long, putting on his 
sash and adjusting his wig.

When he was confronted with the 
matter, the gentleman said that he 
would escape like a person of quality, or 
not at all — and so he did not.

He had a false sense of what was 
important, and paid the price. He 
assumed that by appearing as a 
carefully appointed gentleman, he 
would be treated in a generous way —
not like the common rabble. It was a 
fatal presumption. So, he surrendered 
as a gentleman and lost his life in the 
process, and history remembers him, 
not as a genteel man of quality, but 
rather as a fastidious fool.

The prophet Jeremiah was sent 
among a people gathering for worship 
at the temple in Jerusalem, who had 
determined that they could safely 
ignore both the word and the warning 
of God. They embraced both idolatry 
and the worldliness that surrounded it, 
while giving to Jehovah a half-hearted 
acknowledgment.

Trusting in their wisdom, their 
might, and their wealth, they thought 
they would escape the terrible and 
frightening judgments that God had sent 
against them. They thought that if the 
prophet had their perspective instead 
of his doomsday outlook, he would see 
that his prophecies were preposterous. 

They had given, they imagined, 
evidence of their education and wisdom 
by becoming religiously pluralistic. 
They had strengthened their position 
in the world by making prudent and 
profitable alliances, and financially, in 
the world of trade and business, they 
were simply too big to fail. Jeremiah’s 

message might have had some traction 
before they had become so civilized and 
sophisticated, but now, his message was 
more for an uneducated, cruder, less 
opulent people and age.

To all of this Jehovah, not Jeremiah, 
had a reply.

 “Thus says the Lord: ‘Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, Let not 
the mighty man glory in his might, Nor 
let the rich man glory in his riches; But 
let him who glories glory in this, That 
he understands and knows Me, That I 
am the Lord, exercising lovingkindness, 
judgment, and righteousness in the 
earth. For in these I delight,’ says the 
Lord.” Jer 9:23-24

In verse 23 there is a list of the three 
most formidable weapons men use in 
their resistance to God and His Word. 
They are the three pillars of carnal 
security — worldly wisdom, human 
might and wealth. It is vital that we 
keep this perspective in view as we 
look at these words, because they have 
often been taken out of their context 
and used as a kind of “proverbial” 
saying, without any reference to the real 

dangers involved.
The people on whom these things 

are about to come, will not accept or 
believe the danger they are in, and 
one of the reasons is that they have 
made wisdom, might and wealth equal 
to, rather than a result of, covenant 
blessing. This is a subtle, but very 
important point.

By boasting in these things as though 
they were theirs by some right of their 
own, rather than as the result of God’s 
grace and blessing on them, they 
presumed upon their independence 
from Him and their accountability to 
Him. They were, in effect, using the 
blessings of God to deny Him. 

This is a dangerous game:
“Because you did not serve the LORD 

your God with joyfulness and gladness 
of heart, because of the abundance of 
all things, therefore you shall serve your 
enemies whom the LORD will send 
against you, in hunger and thirst, in 
nakedness, and lacking everything. And he 
will put a yoke of iron on your neck until 
he has destroyed you.” Deut 28:47-48

“If, when we receive the gifts of God’s 
bounty, we either do not serve him at 
all or serve him with reluctance, it is 
a righteous thing with him to make 
us know the hardships of want and 
servitude. Those deserve to have cause 
given them to complain who complain 
without a cause.” — Henry

If we do not keep this perspective 
going in, we become tempted to think 
that the passage is simply saying, 
“If you are wise, do not forget, it is 
a gift from God.” This is a simple 
and incomplete understanding of the 
prophet’s message. He is declaring that 
the man or woman who relies on, and 
boasts in, his or her own wisdom, while 
death and judgment are climbing in at 
the windows, is a fool. Human wisdom, 
fleshly might, and accumulated wealth 
form no wall against the consequence 
of sin, arrogance, rebellion and 
perversity.

GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS
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POST-PANDEMIC PARTY
Many families 
stayed after the 
main service 
Sunday, July 
11, for a post-
pandemic 
celebration meal. 
After 18 months 
of COVID 
restrictions, the 
pot luck was 
a special treat 
for the church 
family. 
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TIME FROM PAGE 1
into the river.”

“The judgment must be over,” added 
Rueben.

“What do we do now?” asked 
James.

Before anyone could answer, a ripe 
fig fell from a tree and landed on 
Matthias’ forehead. Unsure of what 
had happened he slowly reached up 
and grabbed it, in case it was a scorpi-
on or something. The fig squished in 
his hand.

Suddenly everyone realized that the 
grove was full of date palms and fig 
trees. They ate freely from both.

Ephraim, looking around and sur-
veying the terrain, said to Audrey and 
Claire, “This could be Jericho, or at 
least near it. If it is, the city can’t be 
too far away.”

Marcus overheard the conversation 
and, with Adam and Amos, started 
getting up to explore. Soon all the 
others were on their feet too. Ener-
gized by the figs and dates, they were 
ready to look around.

****
In the dining room, the adults were 

busy. They had opened a computer 
and Mr. Wagner was compiling a list 
of the information each one had. It 
dawned on Mrs. Montgomery that the 
younger kids, still hanging around the 
playground, had information too, so 
she asked Mrs. Fisher and Mrs. Frey 
to join her, and they went to speak 
with Eden, Annaliese, Micah, and the 
others.

Meanwhile, Mr. McKown and Mr. 
Anderson reported on the fact that 
there was no evidence that the kids 
had ever been in the garage.

“There was nothing in there but 
those goofy raccoons,” reported Mr. 
Anderson.

Mr. Sawaya added that they were 
not out at the southern edge of the 
property either. “We didn’t see any-
thing that would make us think that 
they even went that way, let alone 
were hiding down there.”

At the playground, Mrs. Montgom-
ery and the other ladies opened the 
gate and crunched their way across 
the gravel to the swings. She asked 
Eden, “Where do you think your 
brothers are?”

“I don’t know for sure,” she replied, 
“but they got to wherever they went 
going down that slide!”

Mrs. Fisher, joined now by Mrs. 
Onstot, asked Micah and Ruth, “Do 
you know where Christian is?”

Both children pointed to the slide.
Mrs. Frey got Jackson and the others 

together and asked the same question 
and got the same answer.

The ladies returned to the dining 
room and reported that in the minds 
of the children the others went down 
that slide and never came out.

****
Selah and Christian were chewing 

on some figs as Marcus and the Harr 
boys walked by. They got to their feet 
and followed them.

Julia said, “Why don’t we spread out 
a bit?”

“Yes.” said Julianna. She, along 
with Gray and Riley, started to move 
toward the south of the grove. Titus, 
Luke, Marcus, and Rueben joined 
them.

Jake, along with both Josiahs, James 
and Matthias, headed north.

The rest fanned out and moved to-
ward the west, away from the river.

Once past the grove, the group ex-
ploring to the west ran into a cliff of 
sorts. It towered above them and was 
peppered with openings. The open-
ings were caves — some very deep 
and long, others shallow and narrow.

The biggest one offered shelter for 
the night, which was slowly coming 
on them. The cliff was already in 
darkness and its shadow was creeping 
across the grove and toward the river 
as the sun set. Several of the group 
offered to go fetch the others back 
from the north and the south.

Ezekiel and a few of the others went 
out and gathered dead and dry palm 
fronds, and brought them into the 

cave. With patience, Christian O. was 
able to get a little flame started by 
using friction.

They carried it into the cave and, 
using the fronds and some dried up 
branches, they were able to get a 
good, comforting fire going. It lit up 
the cave and the smoke curled up to 
the ceiling and drifted out the en-
trance.

Abigail came in with an armload 
of dates and figs and laid them in a 
corner for food. As she did so, she 
saw a broken urn leaning up against 
the wall. Going back and grabbing a 
flaming stick from the fire, she used it 
as a torch and found several such jugs 
in a niche of the cave.

Some of the jars were empty, but 
some had crumbling scrolls that had 
been rolled up tightly and slipped into 
the jars. Others had nuts of some sort, 
but only a few were unbroken.

There had been a bit of commotion 
at the cave entrance when the group 
that had gone south to explore had 
arrived. Marcus and the others had 
found something unexpected!

“We were walking along the river-
bank when something fluttered down 
out of the sky and landed in front of 
us,” Gray said.

“It was a slip of paper with writing 
on it,” said Rueben, pulling it from 
his pocket. “It says, ‘Kids Come 
Home!’ It’s written in crayon.”

“Well, now we know that they know 
we are missing!” said Luke.

“Yes,” said Abby, “But what can we 
do about it?”

At that moment Jake, both Josiahs, 
James and Matthias arrived back 
too. Everyone moved into the cave 
and found seats on rocks and ledges 
around the large open cavern. They 
chatted in little groups, eating figs 
and dates. Amos, Eleanor, Emmalani, 
Audrey, and Ephraim, using some 
of the line and hooks they had found 
earlier, tried to catch a few fish. 

After hooking a few, they brought 
them into the cave, inserted a stick 
though their mouths and cooked them 

SEE TIME, PAGE 8
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BIBLE, FROM PAGE 3
proverb and a saying, the words of the wise 
and their riddles. The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom 
and instruction.” — Proverbs 1:5-7

This passage gives us two things to take 
away; the first is that a wise person desires 
wisdom and understanding of the things of 
life. The second is that the fear of the LORD 
is how to tell if a person is wise or seeks true 
wisdom. The first truly depends upon the 
second. If one does not have a fear of the one 
true God, it doesn’t matter what his IQ is. It 
doesn’t matter how much one has achieved in 
the realm of science; he is a fool. Throughout 
the book of Proverbs, a person who refuses 
to acknowledge God for who he is, is called 
a fool. We are to always seek after God first, 
before anything else. When we are confront-
ed with the words and ways of the world, we 
may consider what is said, but we must also 
hold it up to what God has said in His word. 
           — Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the 

counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but 
delights in the law of the LORD, and on his 
law he meditates day and night.” — Psalm 
1:1-2

The word ‘blessed” here is used in a way 
that is to express happiness or contentment. 
One who is truly blessed in the LORD will 
not do certain things. We do not identify with, 
nor look like, those who belong to the world, 
because we belong to Christ and therefore we 
must live like it. This is shown to us in the 
second part of this passage. We delight in the 
instructions and the ways that God has set 
before us by his word. It is one thing for us 
to know God’s law; it is another to practice 
it. Throughout life there will be a lot of ways 
and opportunities the world will use to pull us 
away from God’s law. It is these times when it 
is crucial that we both know and practice the 
ways that God has commanded us to live, that 
we may glorify him in all we do.

           — Tyler Brillhart

over the fire. They all shared in 
the fish dinner, and then threw 
some extra wood on the fire, 
making it snap, spark and pop, 
and then they all tried to sleep.

****
“Do you think our message got 

through?” Eden asked nobody in 
particular. 

“Well, Gresham said it disap-
peared and it hasn’t come out 
the other end,” replied Eli.

Micah added, “Do you think 
they will write us back?”

“It’s hard to tell,” answered 
Eli.

They all decided to go and get 
a snack from the table outside 
the dining room. They worked 

their way down the hill and to 
the snack table. As they got 
closer, they noticed that a bag of 
Chip-Ahoy cookies was behav-
ing strangely. It seemed to be 
moving — from the inside!

The bag suddenly slid along 
the table, away from the ap-
proaching kids. They stopped, a 
little startled. Then very slowly 
a long black beak appeared 
around the open end of the bag, 
then a black head with a tuft of 
feathers on top, and finally, a 
beady black eye.

A jay had gotten all the way 
into the bag!

Isaiah ran up and hit the table 
hard with his hand. The jay 
wiggled out of the bag with 

TIME FROM PAGE 7

SEE TIME, PAGE 9
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TIME FROM PAGE 8
a big chocolate chip cookie in his 
mouth, hopped to the end of the table 
and then flew into the big pine tree 
nearby.

For a moment the children forgot 
about their brothers and sisters and 
laughed at the jay, but while they 
were laughing a squadron of jays 
swooped in over their heads, grabbed 
the bag, and flew off.

****
Inside the dining room the situation 

was becoming clearer. The older boys 
and girls most certainly disappeared 
down the slide, but the how and 
where was still a mystery. 

“Does anyone have any more infor-
mation?” asked Mr. Wagner. “What 
was discovered in the storage areas 
and closets?”

The men who had explored the 
furnace rooms reported that there was 
nothing to be found there, but then 

Mr. Frey remembered the light.
“Well, there was a strange yellow 

light that suddenly shone out of every 
seam and turn in the duct work. It 
was really strange—it blinked on and 
then off and then on again for just an 
instant.”

“Yes, and the same thing happened 
down under the platform,” added Mr. 
Fisher.

“Yes,” replied Mr. Frey, “and the 
ground shook too!”

“But here is the really strange part,” 
said Mr. Fisher. “I think I did that.”

“What do you mean, you did it?” 
asked Mrs. Montgomery.

“Yes,” Mrs. Onstot said, “are you say-
ing you made the ground shake under 
the church? How could you do that?”

All the adults were looking at Mr. 
Fisher and waiting for his explanation.

****
The cave suddenly filled with light 

as the sun appeared over the river to 

the east. In fact, the light started to 
get very bright and very yellow.

It was a light you could almost feel, 
and, as it spread along the floor and 
the walls of the cave, it touched on 
the sleeping kids and woke them. 

Some of them rubbed their eyes. 
Others tried to turn towards the wall 
to catch a little more rest. Suddenly 
the ground began to tremble—very 
slightly at first. In fact, it was so sub-
tle that no one would have realized it 
except for the fact that Julia noticed 
that some very small grains of sand 
and little pebbles were dancing on a 
flat rock by her head.

She called out, but almost as soon 
as the words left her mouth, the 
ground began to rise in the back, and 
the walls of the cave began to move 
inwards, rolling the kids toward the 
center. Before they knew it, they were 
back in the tube, tumbling and rolling 
on to the next stop.

                     TO BE CONTINUED
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BABY SHOWER TIME!

Several ladies gathered July 10 to celebrate Dalton Brillhart’s 
babies which are due in August. Babies — plural — as she’s 

expecting twins! There was wonderful food, fellowship,
a devotional, and a nice time of gift-opening.  


