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Scientists are constantly discovering new things, or understanding in new 
ways, about God’s marvelous creation. Having studied bats very closely for 
over 80 years, you would think that researchers would have these creatures 

all figured out — not hardly.
The belief among them right now is that previously they did not properly under-

stand the way bats use their sonar-detecting gifts. Up until recently they thought 
bats calculated distance by their sonar. They would emit a sound and it would 
bounce off a moth or other insect, and the bat would determine how far away it 
was from the prey and zero in on it.
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Over 110 years ago there was a serious riot in 
Nebraska City. It made headlines throughout the 
state, and word of it spread throughout the country 

during the following weeks.
The riot was the result of an attempt to bring law and 

order to bear on some of the lawless elements of Nebraska 
City. It all began when a group 
called the Law & Order League 
insisted that the sheriff of Otoe 
County do his duty and bring a 
halt to criminal activity within the 
city limits.

When the sheriff attempted to 
put an end to what was a growing 
problem in not only Nebraska 
City, but also in other towns 
and municipalities around the 
State of Nebraska and the whole 
country, those involved resisted. 
They roughed up the sheriff and 
someone even managed to get his 
revolver from him.

You must understand that losing 
your revolver to a criminal is 
one of the worst things that can 
happen to you as an officer — 
Daniel, Dick and Dave will all 
tell you that it is probably one of 
the most serious things that can 
happen to any policeman.

With help, the sheriff was finally 
able to get control of the situation 
and the criminals were charged, 
including the ring-leader; but 
even in 1903 there were problems 
with the judiciary following 
through, and by late afternoon 
that Sunday, the lawbreakers were 
back at it.

For 10 more years until 1913, 
this crime continued to cause 
trouble and grief in the state. 
Arrests and fights, court cases and arguments shifted back 
and forth across the face of cornhusker society. In 1913, 
the Nebraska State Legislature had three major issues to 
grapple with, and one of them was this criminal activity. 
The Omaha Bee, a city newspaper, offered a political 
cartoon personifying the three great issues — one was 
a woman urging the legislature for the right to vote; 

the second was an executioner, asking the legislature to 
continue to permit the exercise of the death penalty within 
the state; and the third figure was the one we are referring 
to — a baseball player petitioning state lawmakers to 
allow them to play ball on Sundays.

The 1903 riot in Nebraska City involved the fans and 
the local baseball team, all of 
whom were fined, including the 
manager, for violating the ban on 
Sunday baseball.

One hundred years ago the 
Nebraska Legislature lifted that 
ban and opened the floodgates 
for the eventual elimination of 
all laws or ordinances restricting 
Sunday activity (if you could 
play ball, why couldn’t you get 
a haircut?). And it was not just 
Nebraska, but in Chicago, New 
York and other major cities, 
baseball lead the way for the 
erosion of all laws calling for a 
day of rest.

Christopher “Christy” 
Mathewson (1880 – 1925), 
nicknamed “Big Six”, was an 
American Major League Baseball 
right-handed pitcher. He was 
among the most dominant 
pitchers of his (or any) era and 
ranks in the all-time top-10 in 
major pitching categories such 
as wins, shutouts, and ERA. 
Mathewson was one of the first 
five men elected to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame.  

Mathewson also played 
professional football. Between 
seasons with the New York Giants 
baseball team, he played for the 
Pittsburgh Stars in the NFL.

During this time, when 
Mathewson was setting the standard for other ball players 
on the field, he earned for himself another nickname: 
Mathewson was known throughout the country as the 
“Christian Gentleman.” He was given this title for his 
strict refusal to pitch on Sunday, the Lord’s Day.

Simply put, he, and many others, did not believe that  

A CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN



PARENTS
Part of our duty as parents is to be sure that those 

looking to us understand the emptiness of this world as 
opposed to the fullness of Christ.

The challenge comes in when we talk about being used 
by the LORD to show our children that pursuing their 
chief end — that is, glorifying and enjoying God forev-
er — is better than anything that “the 
desires of the flesh and the desires of the 
eyes and pride of life” can ever manage 
or hope to provide for them.

Simply put, it is no easy task, especially 
in the context of our times, to explain to 
them that being a hero or a princess of 
the faith, will bring more joy than any 
creator of cartoon characters has ever 
imagined.

So, here are just a few thoughts to help 
us key in on this matter.

1) We cannot do this — it is the work of 
the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believ-
er, and it is a result of union with God through Christ. It 
begins, as we said, by the redemption of the soul because 
no one who dreads God and His law can ever enjoy Him.

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1)

2) Finding joy and happiness in the Lord is a result of 
communion with Him.

“Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the 
man who trusts in Him!” (Psalms 34:8)

3) The better they understand their new nature in Christ, 
the more clearly they will see that temporal things cannot 
bring lasting happiness.

4) Because God is the fountain of all good, He is the 
spring of all happiness. As God, He can draw the sweetest 
happiness and contentment out of the bitterest well.

We can point our children to these truths by teaching 
them the Word, bearing testimony to it ourselves, and en-
couraging them in their own communion with the LORD.

— Pastor Fisher
HUSBANDS AND WIVES

Marriage begins a journey that in many respects is 
shrouded in mystery. It is full of unknowns — even to-
morrow is an uncertainty — and what your lives will look 
like in the years to come is much anticipated by you and 
those who love you, but it remains hidden in the future.

There is another sense, however, in which all the events 
and circumstances which will make up the story of your 

lives together are carefully charted and thoughtfully 
planned out in intricate detail. Things that will have a 
tremendous impact on your future may already be in 
motion, though they are utterly hidden from your view at 
the present.

You two are the ones who will live that plan out, day by 
day, and your God is its Architect. As the great Director, 

He does not view these events from afar. 
He is not a disinterested bystander, but 
an active Administrator of the events and 
circumstances that He has ordained for 
you as a couple.

“The LORD looks from heaven; He sees 
all the sons of men. From the place of 
His dwelling He looks on all the inhab-
itants of the earth; He fashions their 
hearts individually; He considers all 
their works.” (Psalms 33:13-15)

On the one hand, the whole thing is ex-
citing and intriguing. On the other hand, 
it is a bit unsettling because it is undeni-

able that over those years there will be challenges as well 
as blessings, changes and adjustments, moments of deeply 
felt joy and delight intermixed with times of sorrow and 
pain. It is the nature of life in this world that nothing stays 
the same and everything keeps changing. Everything that 
is, except God and His Word.

In Him you will find a constant and reliable source of 
mercy and goodness, and His Word an unfailing guide 
through all the uncertain times.

— Pastor Fisher

SINGLES
“Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather ap-

peal to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, 
the older women as mothers, and the younger women as 
sisters, in all purity.” (1 Timothy 5:1-2)

I have already written about the commands of God not 
to team up with unbelievers. If we are Christians we must 
marry a Christian. Since that is established, let us consid-
er a Christian. How do we view and treat one another in 
Christ? As family, members of the same body. In patiently 
waiting for the Lord’s timing for marriage, we must deal 
with our thoughts and actions. In 1 Corinthians 6 and 7, 
Paul gives clear instruction on sexuality and purity, and 
what is acceptable and what must be avoided. Outside of 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 13
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WORK 
DAY
Many people came 
out Saturday, May 1 
to work to improve 
and beautify the 
church campus. From 
weeding and raking 
to spreading cedar 
chips and whacking 
Scotchbroom, there 
was no shortage of 
work for those able to 
make it. The stone wall 
near the play area was 
repaired thanks in part 
to Dick Flood’s tractor, 
and the playground 
structure was fortified. 
It was a good time of 
hard work, fellowship, 
and, naturally, pizza for 
the crew. Thank you to 
all who came!

For more photos, go to
tacomaBPC.org.
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“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from 
the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.”

— Colossians 3:23-24



CHURCH MEMBER RIDDLES FOR MAY
1) His Mom grew up in the same church as Pastor and 
Bonnie.
2) He has an extensive “car” collection.
3) He attended a college in California where Alex 
Mesler served as a teacher.
4) This family, which knew no Spanish, had 5 exchange 
students from Mexico and Guatemala living with them.
5) She hiked the Great Wall of China ... while pregnant.
6) She has lived in 15 different homes in her relatively 
young life.
7) She played in a clarinet trio with Debby Frey and 
Pam Arndt.
8) He lettered in five sports and activities in high 
School including band.
9) She was born in the year that Mount St. Helens 
erupted, but not in the state of Washington.

BIBLE QUIZ FOR MAY
Find the name of the king described by answering the 
questions.

Find the eastern king, whose lying awake at night had 
important consequences. The initials of the following 
reveal the name.
1) A woman whose discretion and courteous behavior 
led to great exaltation.
2) The place where an eminent high priest died.
3) The cousin of Saul who was captain of his host.
4) A violent opposer of the rebuilding of the temple.
5) One whose ill-timed zeal provoked the anger of the 
Lord.
6) A servant, the first named in Scripture.
7) A city of refuge.
8) A monosyllabic name, the early home of an old Tes-
tament character.
9) An Old Testament name of Christ.

CHURCH MEMBER RIDDLES FOR APRIL
1) He used to ride motorcycles for a living. Dick Flood 
with WHP

2) She once showed her pygmy goats at the Puyallup 
Fair. Kim Robinson
3) He grew up in a family of seven children. Walt Zei-
ger
4) His aunt and uncle and their kids live in a treehouse! 
Watchman Tamminga
5) Yet another member was 1 of 7, but the first of this 
kind. David Sinding
6) He played the clarinet until someone introduced him 
to the trombone. Thinking the spit-valve was cool, he 
played the trombone from 6th grade through his senior 
year in college. Martin Onstot
7) Several of our members entered mines this month 
(not all in the same family). Can you name them? An-
dersons and George Peters
8) Their mother was a waitress in a rooftop restaurant 
overlooking the ocean. Eva and Robert Battle

BIBLE QUIZ ANSWERS
Track down these phrases from the KJV and, like last 
time, compare them with newer translations if you like.

1) Where is there first found the command to “love and 
serve the Lord with all the heart and with all the soul?” 
Dt 11:13
2) “The apple of his eye.” Dt 32:10
3) “As thy days so shall thy strength be.” Dt 33:25
4) Where is it said, “Them that honor Me I will honor; 
and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed?” 
1 Sam 2:30
5) “A man after my own heart.” 1 Sam 13:14
6) “Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.” 1 Sam 16:7
7) “Lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death 
they were not divided.” 2 Sam 1:23
8) Thou art the man.” 2 Sam 12:7
9) “The half was not told me.” 1 Kings 10:7
10) “There is death in the pot.” 2 Kings 4:40
11) “Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
shall we not receive evil?” Job 2:10

ANSWERS NEXT ISSUE

PUZZLES

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
2   Jonathan Anderson
      Susan Arndt
      Peter McKown
      Ki Hyen Whang
15  Miriam Fisher
16  Jackson Frey

18  Melanie Sawaya
20  Anneliese Wagner
24  Amy Onstot
        Ethan Stone
30  Andy Yong
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Now, however, scientists believe 
that it is all about time and how fast 
sound travels. They placed bats in a 
helium-enriched environment in which 
sound travels faster than under normal 
conditions, and the creatures kept 
missing their targets by the amount of 
time that sound’s speed was increased 
in the chamber.

No one checked to see if their voices 
sounded funny after sucking in the 
helium.

“The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz 

saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  
Now it shall come to pass in the latter 
days that the mountain of the LORD’s 
house shall be established on the top of 
the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills; And all nations shall flow to it. 
In that day a man will cast away his idols 
of silver and his idols of gold, which they 
made, each for himself to worship, to the 
moles and bats, to go into the clefts of the 
rocks, and into the crags of the rugged 
rocks, from the terror of the LORD and 
the glory of His majesty, when He arises 
to shake the earth mightily.” 

(Isaiah 2:1-2, 20-21)
The bat is only mentioned in one other 

context (but in 2 places) in the Bible. 
What is that context?

LAST MONTH’S QUESTION
In the Bible there is a tree described like 

this: Its leaves were lovely, its fruit abun-
dant, and in it was food for all. The beasts 
of the field found shade under it, the birds 
of the heavens dwelt in its branches, And 
all flesh was fed from it. What was that 
“tree” really? 

Answer: Babylon
— Pastor Fisher

BATS FROM PAGE 1

“In that day a man will cast away his idols of silver and his idols of gold, which they made, each 
for himself to worship, to the moles and bats; to go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the crags of 

the rugged rocks, from the terror of the LORD And the glory of His majesty ...”
— Isaiah 2:20-21
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An editorial 
cartoon from 

the 1913 
Omaha Bee 

shows capital 
punishment 
vying for the 

attention of a 
state legislator, 
along with two 
other issues of 
the day, giving 

women the 
right to vote, 

and legalizing 
baseball games 

on Sundays.

BASEBALL FROM PAGE 2

the fourth commandment allowed an 
exemption for the gifted baseball player. 
While his insistence did not stem the tide 
of opposition to Sunday being preserved as 
a day of rest, his testimony as a man more 
willing to honor God and His Word than 
man and his willful desires lives on to this 
very day — nobody talks about Mathewson 
without referencing his faithfulness as a 
Christian man.

A reporter, knowing the reason but 
wanting to taunt the player, asked him 
why he never pitched on Sunday. The 
wily sports legend replied, “Because my 
contract stipulates that I am not to play on 
Sundays.”

On the surface that may seem like a veiled 
answer, but you must understand the question. 
The reporter was implying that the pitcher was 
somehow letting his team down by not playing 
on Sunday, that it was a violation of some sort 
of code that he had a duty to play, Sunday or 
not, for the team’s sake.

Mathewson clarified the matter by making 
it plain that it was the team that had an 
obligation to him, to respect him for his 
convictions as a Christian. And respected 
he was. One reporter said that he had two 

sons and each of them had two heroes: 
Teddy Roosevelt and Christy Mathewson.

And while some may disagree on whether 
Sunday behavior should be legislated or 
not, or whether it is wrong to play baseball 
on the Lord’s Day, there are at least two 
things that must be admitted: 1) The tables 
are totally changed now, and hardly anyone 
would even consider an employer’s respect 
for a person’s convictions as a Christian 
important at all; in fact, few Christian’s 
would even bother to make it an issue of 
any kind. 2) No one has ever nick-named 
a ball player of any sort “the Christian 
Gentleman” for agreeing to use the Lord’s 
Day as a common day of work.

Have you ever seen a sports headline that 
singled out a player for his or her being a 
Christian gentleman or lady because he or 
she agreed with the rest of the world that 
working on the Lord’s Day was a non-issue 
and perfectly acceptable?

The world has changed a great deal since 
1913, and that is to be expected. But it 
seems that being a Christian in the first half 
of the 20th century meant something — 
whether you were “Birdie” Bowers, Eric 
Liddell or Christy Mathewson — and it 
still means something today.

— Pastor Fisher

SUBMISSIONS
If you would like 
to submit a short 
article, family news 
and/or pictures, or 
if there is anything 
else that you would 
like to contribute, 
please send it 
to tacomabpc@
gmail.com. We 
reserve the right 
to edit or exclude 
any submitted 
material.

“What I tell 

you in the dark, 

speak in the 

daylight; what 

is whispered 

in your ear, 

proclaim from 

the roofs. Do 

not be afraid of 

those who kill 

the body but 

cannot kill the 

soul. Rather, 

be afraid of the 

One who can 

destroy both 

soul and body 

in hell.”

— Matthew 10:27-28
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A special 
emphasis was 
placed on missions 
on Sunday, May 
16. In Sunday 
School Pastor 
Fisher covered 
missionary Sarah 
Hosmon and 
between services 
children from 
the congregation 
led a flag parade 
through the 
sanctuary to 
the front where 
the flags were 
assembled. The 
flags represent 
PMU missionaries 
at home and 
abroad and 
include Myanmar, 
Cambodia, Kenya, 
Brazil, Greece, 
and Lebanon for 
foreign missions 
and Minnesota, 
New York, Ohio, 
California and 
Washington state 
for home missions.
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A FLAG PARADE FOR MISSIONS



SEE TIME, PAGE 11

T hough no one was aware of it 
yet, there was some sort of con-
nection between what was going 

on in the tube slide in the playground 
and the mysterious valve in the circu-
lar safe in the kitchen floor under the 
platform in the church building.

Mr. Brillhart and the other men 
climbed the stairs and walked out 
onto the platform, still unsure of what 
had just happened. They made their 
way down the outer isle through the 
red, purple, and blue reflections cast 
by the sun streaming through the 
stained glass. 

 They went through the foyer, 
through the coffee room and down the 
stairs. Just as they got to the bottom 
of the stairs, Mr. Frey pushed open 
the furnace room door and they star-
tled each other.

“Something odd just happened in 
there,” said Mr. Frey. “We were look-
ing around when the ground began to 
tremble, and this strange yellowish 
light leaked out of all the seams and 
chinks in the furnace duct work.”

“That’s strange,” said Mr. Davis, “the 
same thing happened down under the 
platform a few minutes ago when we 
were fiddling with a valve we found 
inside the old safe down there.”

The men continued to compare notes 
as they made their way outside to join 
the others. Some of the men grabbed 

a bottle of water and began drinking 
and munching as they talked.

****
The children in the tube found them-

selves now in the harshest terrain and 
circumstances that they had encoun-
tered so far on their journey.

They tumbled out onto a dry, hot 
precipice surrounded by deep valleys 
and ravines. There was little vegeta-
tion, and off to the east roiling col-
umns of thick black smoke climbed 
high into the already darkened sky. 
As they got to their feet after tum-
bling out of the tube, they could see 
lightning and large glowing rocks 
shooting out of the menacing clouds. 

The rocks looked like they were be-
ing shot from heaven, and when they 
disappeared behind the ridges beyond 
there would be a brilliant light, then a 
loud explosion, and the ground would 
tremble with the impact.

The scene was so unsettling that 
even some of the older ones were 
concerned. They huddled together 
as the sun, already weakened by the 
smoke and clouds, began to set. On 
the horizon, however, the sky glowed 
with the light of what looked like a 
million fires.

“Is this the end of the world?” one 
of the children asked.

“No,” said Ezekiel, “I think not.”
“No,” said Adam, “So far it seems 

that we have been carried through 
Bible History, and if that is correct, 
the old man we saw by the fire must 
have been Abraham, and that fire over 
there — that looks like it might be 
Sodom and Gomorrah.

Identifying the scene helped them to 
deal with the awful nature of it.

Meanwhile, Abby had wandered 
over the edge of the rock they were 
on.  She nudged Luke who was with 
her, and pointed to the next ridge 
over. There, standing darkly against 
the orange glow on the horizon, was 
a pillar that looked like the shape of a 
person.

TUBETUBE
TIME TRAVELERS
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****
Mr. Anderson. Mr. Sawaya, and Mr. 

McKown were walking back to the 
patio behind the church to join the 
others. Mr. Anderson looked back 
occasionally to be sure that the old 
raccoon was not following them.

They walked down the driveway, 
ducked under the maple tree, and 
joined the crowd now gathering 
around the hastily assembled food 
table. All the adults were talking at 
once, but the children who had not 
gone into the slide were all sitting 
up in the playground equipment — 
swinging, climbing, hanging — but 
no one dared to go near the slide.

“Why do you think you saw Abby’s 
shoes at the end of the tube slide?” 
asked Annaliese.

Ruth replied, “How do you know 
that they were Abby’s shoes?”

“Um, well, I am pretty sure they 
were,” said Annaliese. “I remember 
them not because of the shoes, but 
because of the socks — one had black 
and white polka dots and the other 
had orange and green stripes. I no-
ticed them this morning because they 
were different.”

Gresham took a bite of apple as he 
leaned against the climbing wall. He 
then turned and scurried up the wall 
and scooted over to the slide. Every-
thing still looked very normal, and he 
was tempted to jump in, but his moth-
er called him, and he went back out 
and slid down the wall to the ground.

Micah, Isaiah, and Jackson sat in 
the stones in the play yard. The boys 
were talking about how they missed 
their brothers and sisters, when 
a Steller Jay swooped down and 
grabbed a cookie right out of Micah’s 
hand. He hardly knew what hap-
pened, it was so sudden. And before 
the others realized it, two more jays 
who were sitting high in the limbs in 
the big tree next to the playground, 
dropped off the branches, glided full 
speed toward the boys, stole their 

snacks, gave a loud mocking squawk 
and were gone.

The boys jumped to their feet and 
yelled at the birds. The girls had seen 
the whole thing and Eden and the oth-
ers laughed. Molly said, “Can’t you 
boys stop a few birds from stealing 
your cookies?!”

The commotion drew the attention 
of the chatting parents as they mis-
took the boy’s yelling as a sign that 
something more serious was hap-
pening. Many of them ran up to the 
fence to investigate. While they were 
grilling the boys as to why they had 
yelled out, the squad of jays saw new 

opportunities below.
Cookies, sandwiches and pieces of 

fruit beckoned, and Mrs. Fisher, wav-
ing a sandwich as she spoke, provided 
a perfect target.

****
Back at the wilderness, all the kids 

had made their way over to the ledge 
where Abby had seen the strange 
figure. It was Julia who said, “If that 
is Sodom,” pointing to the burning 
valley beyond the parched hills, “then 
that might very well be Lot’s wife.”

“Yes,” whispered Jake loudly, “re-

TIME FROM PAGE 10

SEE TIME, PAGE 12



SEE TIME, PAGE  13
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TIME FROM PAGE 11
member, she was turned into a pillar 
of salt!”

No one wanted to stay here, and 
they were anxious to be on their way, 
but they had no way of controlling the 
situation. Hungry and tired, they tried 
to get comfortable, because there was 
really no place to go.

Ephraim and Luke were on their 
stomachs looking down into the dark-
ened valley below. Luke said, “Do 
you hear that?” It was hard to hear 
anything above the rumble of thunder 
on the horizon, but Ephraim heard 
something too — it was the sound of 
water.

The boys called some others over 
and it was decided that a few should 
climb down and investigate. But 
when they were ready to go, the 
others joined them at the edge of the 
valley.

Emmalani spoke up, “I think that we 
should stick together.” 

“Yes,” said Julia. Audrey, Claire, 
Eleanor, Selah and the others pushed 
off the edge and scooted into the dark 
valley below. As everyone began 
skidding and sliding downward, they 
realized that the sides of the ravine 
were steeper than they had judged, 
and they were soon out of control.

Some of the bigger and heavier boys 
tumbled past the girls and soon they 
heard a series of splashes as Ezekiel, 
Reuben, James, Marcus, and Matthias 
rolled into the raging stream. 

The water was muddy and carrying 
all sorts of debris with the boys. It 
was just a moment later when another 
series of splashes marked the sliding 
of the rest of the kids into the small 
river. Riley, Gray and Abby bumped 
over the edge of the bank and into the 
muddy water and Julianna was close 

behind with the rest of the girls.
Jake had managed to grab hold of 

a branch from a scrubby bush, but 
when Luke came by, he grabbed his 
foot. Jake could feel the branch give a 
little, but it held them above the water 
below. Jo Jo and Josiah M. were right 
behind Luke however, and each of 
them grabbed hold of Luke — that 
was enough. The whole bush pulled 
out of the parched earth — roots and 
all — and they all fell, with a huge 
splash into the middle of the water.

****
It had now been almost an hour 

since the kids going down the slide 
had disappeared, and parental pa-
tience was wearing thin. The adults 
decided that they all had bits and 
pieces of information, and that they 
needed to sit down and put it all 
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BIBLE FROM PAGE 3
marriage, those who are in Christ we 
must view as members of our family. 
Older believers as fathers and moth-
ers. Younger as brothers and sisters. 
Just as we would defend the dignity 
and purity of members of our own 
family, we must be ready and willing 
to defend the dignity and purity of 
those who are members of our Chris-
tian family as well. This includes not 
just against someone else’s thoughts 
and intentions, but our own thoughts 
and actions towards someone else 
too. We are to strive for purity and 
dignity, respecting and loving our fel-
low Christians as brothers and sisters 
in Christ.

                  — Tyler Brillhart

TEENS
“To know wisdom and instruction, 

to discern the sayings of understand-
ing, to receive instruction in wise 
behavior, righteousness, justice, and 
equity, to give prudence to the naive, 
to the youth knowledge and discre-
tion.” 
(Proverbs 1:2-4)

If there is one thing that is lacking 
in this world it is wisdom. Every-
one does things according to one’s 
own wants and desires. Proverbs is 
a book of wisdom. In the opening 
verses we see the purpose of this 
book, “to know wisdom and instruc-
tion, discern the sayings of under-
standing, receive instruction in wise 
behavior.” Proverbs uses the word 
“fool” several times and in several 
ways, but the ultimate meaning is al-
ways the same. Those who turn from 
God and cast away his instruction 
are fools. The Bible is our greatest 
tool, our weapon against the attacks 
of the world. These opening words 
remind me of 2 Timothy 3:16, “All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and 
is profitable for teaching, for cor-

rection, for reproof, and for training 
in righteousness, that the man of 
God be complete, equipped for every 
good work.” A challenge: Read 
through one chapter of Proverbs a 
day and you’ll read the whole book 
in a month. Another challenge would 
be to do this for a year. Let true, bib-
lical wisdom fill every day of your 
life and you will have a firm founda-
tion in taking on the ever-changing 
world.

      — Tyler Brillhart

CHILDREN
“Sing to the LORD with thanksgiv-

ing; Sing praises to our God on the 
lyre, who covers the heavens with 
clouds, who provides rain for the 
earth, who makes grass grow on the 
mountains.” (Psalm 147:7-8)

My mother reminded me the other 
day of the prayer I used to pray when 
I was little. It was full of thanksgiv-
ing for the life I had and the bless-
ings that God had covered me with. 
I think about my prayers now and I 
am convicted in that there was not a 
lot of thankfulness. Over and over in 
the Bible we are told to give thanks 
to the LORD, for he is good, for his 
love endures forever. God is the only 
one worthy of praise and thanksgiv-
ing, for everything good we have in 
our lives comes from Him. We live 
in a very beautiful area full of trees 
and mountains and flowers. Creation 
is something that is enjoyable and 
worth thanking God for because we 
get to enjoy the beauty of it. Think 
about all of the things in your life 
that you are thankful to God for. 
When you’re having a bad day, re-
member these things and praise God 
for them. God never gets tired of his 
children thanking Him for the good 
things he has so graciously given His 
children.

                  — Tyler Brillhart

TIME FROM PAGE 12
together. 

As Mr. Frey was making this 
point, a jay swooped over his 
shoulder, grabbed the sandwich he 
was eating, and finished it for him.

“Yes,” said Mrs. Montgom-
ery, “But perhaps we should go 
inside.”

The parents filed into the dining 
room and the jays pouted until 
one of them spied the table where 
Christian S. had gone to grab a 
cookie.

As the parents set up chairs and 
settled down, the children in the 
playground came up with an idea.

Eden said, “Why don’t we write 
a note and throw it down the 
slide?”

Isaiah replied, “Yes! If it gets to 
our brothers and sisters maybe they 
can send something back to us.”

Eli volunteered to get the paper 
and pencil and the others began 
thinking about what to write.

“Let’s make it simple,” said Ruth.  
“How about, “Kids, come home!”

Eli was back with the paper and 
a crayon since he couldn’t find a 
pencil. They all headed to the ta-
ble, scaring away the jays, and Mi-
cah wrote — “Kids Come Home!”

Eden folded it up and they pa-
raded their message up the wall, 
through the playground gate, and 
stopped at the climbing wall. 

“Who is going to drop it in?” 
Christian asked? 

“I will,” said Gresham, and he 
grabbed the paper, climbed up 
the wall and down to the slide as 
the others all gathered around the 
opening below.

“I am dropping it in!” cried 
Gresham.

The folded message slid to the 
first turn in the slide and stalled 
but a sudden gush of wind picked 
it up and carried it around out of 
Gresham’s sight.

TO BE CONTINUED


