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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 
MAY 16TH, 2021 

“MISSIONS IN DEED AND IN TRUTH” 

THE WORK OF MISSIONS: ACTS 12-13 
 
THE INTRODUCTION 
 

1 John 3:18  My little children, let us not love in word or 
in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

 
UNIVERSALITY 

 
  The “Cornelius” Lesson 
 

Acts 11:1-4  Now the apostles and brethren who were in 
Judea heard that the Gentiles had also received the 
word of God.  (2)  And when Peter came up to 
Jerusalem, those of the circumcision contended with 
him,  (3)  saying, "You went in to uncircumcised men and 
ate with them!"  (4)  But Peter explained it to them in 
order from the beginning… 

 

Acts 11:18  When they heard these things they became 
silent; and they glorified God, saying, "Then God has also 
granted to the Gentiles repentance to life." 

 
  The Commission 
 

Matthew 28:19-20  …and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  (20)  teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

 
  The Driving Potential 
 

Isaiah 45:22-23  "Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends 
of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.  (23)  I 
have sworn by Myself; The word has gone out of My 
mouth in righteousness, And shall not return, That to Me 
every knee shall bow, Every tongue shall take an oath. 

 
VARIETY 

 
  Missions Via Persecution 
 

Acts 11:19-21  Now those who were scattered after the 
persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 

Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to 
no one but the Jews only.  (20)  But some of them were 
men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had come 
to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord 
Jesus.  (21)  And the hand of the Lord was with them, 
and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. 

 
  Missions by Mandate 
 

1 Corinthians 3:7-8  So then neither he who plants is 
anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the 
increase.  (8)  Now he who plants and he who waters are 
one, and each one will receive his own reward according 
to his own labor. 

 
COMPASSION 

 

Acts 11:29-30  Then the disciples, each according to his 
ability, determined to send relief to the brethren 
dwelling in Judea.  (30)  This they also did, and sent it to 
the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

 
  A Means to An End 
 

James 2:14-16  What does it profit, my brethren, if 
someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can 
faith save him?  (15)  If a brother or sister is naked and 
destitute of daily food,  (16)  and one of you says to 
them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you 
do not give them the things which are needed for the 
body, what does it profit? 

 
RECRUITMENT 

 

Acts 12:24-25  But the word of God grew and 
multiplied.  (25)  And Barnabas and Saul returned from 
Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their ministry, and 
they also took with them John whose surname was 
Mark. 

 

  The Need for Help 

 
  Praying and Teamwork 
 

Luke 10:1-2  After these things the Lord appointed 
seventy others also, and sent them two by two before 
His face into every city and place where He Himself was 
about to go.  (2)  Then He said to them, "The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray 
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the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP 

 

Acts 13:3-5  Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid 
hands on them, they sent them away.  (4)  So, being sent 
out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and 
from there they sailed to Cyprus.  (5)  And when they 
arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews. They also had John as their 
assistant. 

 

Acts 13:42-49  So when the Jews went out of the 
synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might 
be preached to them the next Sabbath.  (43)  Now when 
the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and 
devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, 
speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the 
grace of God.  (44)  On the next Sabbath almost the 
whole city came together to hear the word of 
God.  (45)  But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they 
were filled with envy; and contradicting and 
blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by 
Paul.  (46)  Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, 
"It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken 
to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the 
Gentiles.  (47)  For so the Lord has commanded us: 'I 
HAVE SET YOU AS A LIGHT TO THE GENTILES, THAT YOU 
SHOULD BE FOR SALVATION TO THE ENDS OF THE 
EARTH.' "  (48)  Now when the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And as 
many as had been appointed to eternal life 
believed.  (49)  And the word of the Lord was being 
spread throughout all the region. 

 
OPPOSITION AND DANGER 

 

Acts 13:6-8  Now when they had gone through the island 
to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus,  (7)  who was 
with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. 
This man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to 
hear the word of God.  (8)  But Elymas the sorcerer (for 
so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to 
turn the proconsul away from the faith. 

 

Matthew 28:19-20  Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  (20)  teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age." Amen. 

 
REWARD 

 
  Sacrifice 
 
  Worth the Cost  
 
THREE QUESTIONS 
 

1. What does it look like, when…? 
2. What does it look like for…? 
3. Have you thought of…? 

 
If you cannot cross the ocean, 
And the heathen lands explore, 
You can find the heathen nearer, 
You can help them at your door. 
If you cannot give your thousands, 
You can give the widow's mite; 
And the least you do for Jesus 
Will be precious in His sight. 
 
If you cannot speak like angels, 
If you cannot preach like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, 
You can say He died for all. 
If you cannot rouse the wicked 
With the Judgment's dread alarms, 
You can lead the little children 
To the Saviour's waiting arms. 

 

 
If you cannot be the watchman, 
Standing high on Zion's wall, 
Pointing out the path to heaven, 
Offering life and peace to all; 
With your prayers and with your bounties 
You can do what heaven demands; 
You can be like faithful Aaron, 
Holding up the prophet's hands. 
 
If among the older people 
You may not be apt to teach; 
" Feed My lambs," said Christ our Shepherd, 
" Place' the food within their reach." 
And it may be that the children, 
You have led with trembling hand, 
Will be found among your jewels, 
When you reach the better land. 

 

 
 


