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You introduce a speaker to answer the question, “Why 
should I listen to him?” The writer of Hebrews “introduces” Jesus 

to believers who were confronted with varying opinions about Jesus that questioned 
the authority, trustworthiness, power, work, and person of the Christ. The author 
makes his case that Jesus Christ is superior to any savior a fallen world can imagine. 

Common among cults and other world religions is that Jesus Christ is (or, was) a 
created being. The first five chapters of the book of Hebrews make it clear that Jesus 
Christ is far more than that, better than all in many aspects of the faith: we will limit 
ourselves to chapter one and the issues of Jesus’ authority and person. 

Better Than Merely Human Spokesmen 

The writer of Hebrews asserts that Jesus is God’s supreme spokesman. Yes, God 
did speak through lesser voices in the past (v. 1). He used direct revelation, the giving 
and application of the law, visions, dreams, and angelic visitations. All of these means 
are wonderful, but our author insists that a better Spokesman is here. 

No matter whom God has spoken through in the past, he speaks through Jesus 
now (vs. 2-4). The main verb here refers to a final and full revelation. Jesus has 
revealed all God’s truth that we need to know. 

One with the Godhead 

First, the title “Son” does not indicate a created being, as the Jews well knew—which 
is why they tried to stone him for blasphemy. Jesus declared in John 10:30, “I and the 
Father are one.” By the phrase “brightness of his glory,” we understand that Jesus 
perfectly reflects the perfections of the Godhead. Finally, the phrase “express image of 
his person” declares that God carved his name into his world, and Jesus is that name. 

Agent and Inheritor 

Second, verse two’s use of the word “appointed” tells us that Jesus stands as the 
timeless beneficiary of God’s plan (Colossians 1:16b). Creation came into existence 
through the agency of the Second Person of the Godhead, and he inherits what he created. 

Sustainer 

Third, verse three records that Jesus holds all together by his powerful 
declaration. This is the work of God, not a created being. As the Apostle Paul says in 
Colossians 1:17, “He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.” 

Redeemer 

Fourth, verse three also reveals that Jesus completely paid the price of 
redemption. The word “purged” speaks of a one-time, purifying act. The phrase “sat 
down” suggests that his atoning work is finished (Levitical priests were to stand 
always in their ministry). See also verse thirteen and Psalm 110:1. 

Better Than Angels 

Sinful people love to talk about angels and the supernatural but hate their 
Creator. Some reduce Jesus to a created angelic being in order to make him more 
accessible, but doing so only reveals that they do not understand much about angels. 
It is time for all to turn from the fascination with created beings, and humbly gaze 
upon the Infinite. Jesus is superior to angels! Here’s why. 

Begotten 

Using the word “begotten” in verses four through six, the author indicates that 
by an eternal decree, Jesus entered into the relationship as Son to the Father (Psalm 
2:7), was manifested by the incarnation, and was confirmed in his relationship by the 
resurrection (Acts 13:33). This begetting refers not to physical procreation, but to the 
relationship within the Godhead in terms that accommodate our limited 
understanding. Begotten does not mean that Jesus is a lesser god or created being. It 
means that, fully God, he works within a covenantal framework of obligation and 
scope of activity (“decree”). 

Firstborn 

The phrase “firstborn of all creation” in verse six 
refers to Jesus as the unique preexistent Son; as the one 
existing before, and superior to, all creation (Psalm 89:27; 
Colossians 1:15): as the first to be resurrected from the 
dead (Colossians 1:18); and as the head of “many siblings” 
(Romans 8:29). The title of “Son” in this sense is only applied to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Heir 

As the firstborn Son, Jesus is the heir of the kingdom. Verses 7-14 explain that to 
him belong the service of angels, eternal authority, the absolute joy of righteousness 
which no other possesses, the eternality of the Godhead, and the place of favor in 
heaven. None of these things can be said of angels. Jesus is superior in every way. 

Conclusion 

Apostles and prophets cannot save because they are but men. Angels, as 
powerful as they are, are only creatures too. Jesus is the Creator, fully God and man 
(Hebrews 2)—we all had better be paying attention (Hebrews 10:26-31). Use 
Hebrews 1 to introduce our better Savior to those who deny him; here you see Who 
Jesus really is. Your Savior has been introduced. Are you listening? 
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