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If you wander up onto 
the platform in the 
main auditorium of the 

church and walk behind 
the big pyramid-shaped 
backdrop on the right-
hand side, you will see a 
door. Behind that door, 
stairs lead down into a 
storage area, sometimes 
referred to as the dun-
geon, which includes a 
few small rooms and a 
little kitchen area. In the 
floor of that kitchen is a 
safe — this month our 
story begins down there.

Down in the “dungeon” 
Mr. Brillhart, Mr. Fisher 
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The GazetteThe GazetteThe Gazette
Tube time 
travelers’ 
adventure 
continues

SEE TIME, PAGE 7

PART EIGHT

This gentleman, who lives 
in Canada, obviously 
loves raccoons. They 

seem to love him too, though 
it may be the hot dogs, Oreos, 
grapes, and dog food that he 
supplies that makes him so 
popular.

This video, which you can 
find on YouTube, features 
about 25 raccoons on a cold 
winter night, politely, for the 
most part, eating 10 pounds of 
hot dogs.

The relationship that he 
enjoys with these wild animals 
is fun to watch and it reminds 

us that there was a time before 
the fall of Adam when the 
relationship between us and 
the animals God created must 
have been much different from 
a lot of what we see now.

“Sing to the LORD with 
thanksgiving; Sing praises 
on the harp to our God, Who 
covers the heavjens with 
clouds, Who prepares rain for 
the earth, Who makes grass 
to grow on the mountains. He 
gives to the beast its food, And 
to the young ravens that cry.” 
— Psalms 147:7-9

Last week’s question was…

What does the Bible say that 
God does “in the seas and all 
deep places?”

The Answer: according to 
Psalm 135:6, is “whatever He 
pleases.”

In the Bible there is a tree 
described like this: Its leaves 
were lovely, its fruit abun-
dant, and in it was food for 
all. The beasts of the field 
found shade under it, the 
birds of the heavens dwelt in 
its branches, and all flesh was 
fed from it. 

What was that “tree” really?
— Pastor Fisher

WILD ANIMALS ON THE LOOSE

The raccoon whisperer
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Can you convert the sinner from the error of his way? 
The answer must be “Yes”; or the language would be 
pointless. But how can you do this? Not by some merit 

or effort of your own — this would invade the office and 
glory of the Lord Jesus because He only delivers us from the 
wrath to come — He only saves his people from their sins. 

It cannot be by actually changing someone — this would 
invade the work and honor of the Holy Spirit, for we are 
saved by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. 

There is, therefore, only one way in which you can be said 
to convert a sinner, and that is instrumentally. The fact that 
God chooses to use you and me to be a witness to others 
does not take anything away from His work. A pen is nothing 
without a hand to use it. An instrument always supposes and 
requires an agent.

The opposite is not true, however. The agent does not 
always need an instrument. Yet, what God is not compelled 
to do from weakness, he chooses to do from wisdom. He 
therefore works by means. 

Among the Corinthians, God gave the increase; but Paul 
planted and Apollos watered. Their faith came not from them, 
but Paul and Apollos were ministers by whom they believed. 
This reference does not mean, however, to confine this work 
to ministers. James alludes not only or chiefly to them, but to 
Christians at large. All may be useful in a thousand ways to 
accomplish this blessed and glorious design. 

We all want to help others when and where we can, and 
this is the most dramatic way to do so. “He saves a soul from 
death, and hides a multitude of sins!” And what is every other 
achievement compared with this? 

All those who walk by faith and believe the Word of God 
know that the value of the soul, the dreadfulness of eternal 
death, and the absolute necessity of forgiveness in order to 
secure the man’s escape from the damnation of hell, are all 
involved in this effort, and what other work can rise to that 
level? 

Sadly, many are only interested in helping others if it helps 
them. If it increases their reputation, earns them some regard 
or, in some cases helps them, in their minds, on their way to 
heaven. But true charity does not seek its own but the welfare 
of the object; and if that end be answered, the benefactor is 
satisfied. 

James knew this; and so he mentions nothing else by way 

of motive but the thing itself. He does not tell his brethren 
that if they convert a sinner they shall be applauded here, 
or recompensed at the resurrection of the just. It is true that 
they will derive honor and advantage from their usefulness. 
They that water, shall be watered also. The sinners they save 
will pray for those who witnessed to them of Christ. And 
should the newer converts be called home first they will be 
welcomed in heaven by those who were instrumental in their 
salvation with joy. And in the Day of the Lord Jesus, those 
same souls will be the crown and joy of those who witnessed 
to them on earth of the redeeming grace to be found in 
Christ.

But this is the effect, and not the principle of their zeal. It 
is enough if they succeed — enough if they can save a soul 
from death, and hide a multitude of sins. 

And notice that James makes it clear that this is the 
satisfaction that comes from even just one hopeful prospect. 
Some may be privileged to bless many. But James speaks 
of “the sinner,” and “a soul.” This agrees with the language 
of our Lord, who tells us “there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repents.” 

This brings the encouragement home to all. All cannot be 
Luthers, to reform countries; or Whitefields, to preach to 
thousands; or Careys, to translate the Scriptures into other 
tongues. But can you do nothing? Surely some soul is thrown 
in our way to whom you may be useful; a child, an employee 
or employer, a relative, a neighbor. 

Is this prospect a mystery to believers? Do most not know 
that if one is used to convert a sinner, he or she will save a 
soul from death and cover a multitude of sins? 

No, it is well known among believers, but many behave as 
if it was a secret. Yes, many know it, but they do not act on 
the knowledge.

This challenging expectation must be present to the mind at 
all times, and in all conditions; when you are alone, and when 
you are in company; when you pray, and when you speak; 
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise up; you must bind 
it as a sign upon your hand, and wear it as a frontlet between 
your eyes, and write it upon the posts of your door and upon 
your gate: “Let him know, that  he which converts a sinner 
from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins.”

—William Jay (Edited by Pastor Fisher)

THE HOME MISSIONARY

“Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a 
soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”

— James 5:20



Parents
WHAT DOES “SPOILING” SOMEONE REALLY 

MEAN?
We have all heard of the spoiled child, but you might be 

surprised where that idea comes from. Your thought may be 
that it means that the child is turned “rotten” by overindul-
gence, and there is a sense in which that is what is intend-
ed, but the actual context is a little more 
involved.

To spoil something is to rob, plunder or 
pillage it. The idea was originally that the 
over-weaning parent robbed his or her son 
or daughter of those character traits nec-
essary and essential to becoming a proper 
man or woman. 

A parent often speaks of a child as being 
“a little spoiled,” as though that were an 
evidence of parental affection. Perhaps it 
is if we grant that affection will act with 
conscious “unwisdom.”

Proverbs 19:1-2  — Better is the poor 
who walks in his integrity than one who is perverse in his 
lips, and is a fool. Also it is not good for a soul to be without 
knowledge, and he sins who hastens with his feet.

— Pastor Fisher

Husbands and Wives
Genesis 2:23-24  — And Adam said: “This is now bone of 

my bones and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore, a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh.

That is the procedure—a man leaves his father and moth-
er — is joined to his wife and they become one flesh. The 
description is a rather short one, but the results, by the grace 
of God, can be deep and lasting. 

All the things that shake-up and disturb this commitment 
arise from the hatred and malice of Satan, the sinfulness of 
the world and our own naturally selfish hearts. The problems 
that sometimes ensue are not due to any flaw in the institu-
tion, but to the problems created by the presence of sin in the 
world, the jealousy of the evil one, the vain imagination of 
human society or the willfulness of men and women.

Satan despises this institution. The Lord has determined 
that marriage should be an earthly picture of the relationship 
that exists between Christ and His Church. The Jealous One 
loathes that image and will do all within his power to weak-
en, undermine and mar it.

But never forget that his malice is no match for Christ’s 
desires for, and promises to, those who are brought together 
by His hand of love.

                      — Pastor Fisher

Teens
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom” 

— Proverbs 9:10a
There are a lot of intelligent people in the 

world who can explain the various ways 
the universe works and functions. Many of 
these intelligent people will also tell you 
that to believe in the existence of God is 
impossible and foolish. Neil DeGrasse Ty-
son says, “The more I look at the universe, 
the more I am convinced there’s no God.” 
Tyson is a very intelligent man, but as 
another proverb says, “The fool says in his 
heart there is no God.” (14.1a) You can be 
very intelligent and lack wisdom. To stand 

in reverence and fear of God is to stand apart from the rest of 
the world, yet the Bible tells us it is the beginning of wis-
dom. Our goal in life is not to be a friend of the world. Jesus 
tells us that if we love him, the world will hate us because it 
hated him first. Continue to seek wisdom by growing in your 
love for Christ.

.           — Tyler Brillhart

Singles
“Therefore what God has joined together, let no one sepa-

rate.” — Mark 10:9
This verse is one that rings true for both people already 

married as well as those who seek marriage. The context 
of the verse is Jesus teaching about divorce. It’s two people 
becoming one flesh. To separate is like splitting yourself in 
half. When we are looking to be married or desire it, we must 
view it in the biblical way of joining together with another 
person to take on all the joys and sorrows of life together. 
This aspect of marriage helps us to understand the picture 
of Christ and his bride, the Church. If we are truly joined 
together with Christ through his death and resurrection, then 
it is impossible for ourselves or anything else to separate us 
from that love (Rom. 8:38). Singleness is not just a time to 
prepare our hearts for all that God requires of us in marriage, 
but a time to reflect on and rejoice in our eternal union with 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 5

TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GAZETTE                        APRIL, 2021 — PAGE 3



CHURCH MEMBER
RIDDLES FOR APRIL
1) He used to ride motorcycles for a 
living.
2) She once showed her pygmy goats 
at the Puyallup Fair.
3) He grew up in a family of seven 
children.
4) His aunt and uncle and their kids, 
live in a treehouse!
5) Yet another member was 1 of 7, 
but the first of this kind.
6) He played the Clarinet until some-
one introduced him to the trombone. 
Thinking the spit-valve was cool, he 
played the trombone from 6th grade 
through his senior year in college.
7) Several of our members entered 
mines this month (not all in the same 
family). Can you name them?
8) Their mother was a waitress in a 
rooftop restaurant overlooking the 
ocean.

CHURCH MEMBER 
RIDDLE ANSWERS FOR 
MARCH
1) He is engaged in an international 
project that includes the US, Austria, 
and Mexico. (David Wagner)
2) Her great grandmother played 
Barney Fife’s mother on the Andy 
Griffith Show. (Eva Battle)
3) She sang at a concert across the 
street from the church before the 
school was the school it is now, but 
when it wasn’t the school it was 
before. (Mandy Fisher)
4) She likes to spend time cycling 
through the neighborhood on her 
lime green bike. (Linda Lane)

5) He used to fell trees, now he 
builds estates. (Ron Ulman, Esq.)
6) He is a gifted artist who enjoys 
creating portraits of the famous. 
(Dave Sinding)
7) She was the one member onsite 
at 5 S G when the fire broke out. 
(Johanna Meenk)
8) She is a true farmer’s daughter. 
(Nellie Lensch)
  
BIBLE QUIZ
Track down these phrases from the 
KJV and like last time, compare 
them with newer translations if you 
like.

1) Where is there first found the 
command to “love and serve the 
Lord with all the heart and with all 
the soul?” 
2) “The apple of his eye.” 
3) “As thy days so shall thy strength 
be.”
4) Where is it said,”Them that honor 
Me I will honor; and they that de-
spise me shall be lightly esteemed?”
5) “A man after my own heart.”
6) “Man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on 
the heart.”
7) “Lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and in their death they were 
not divided.”
8) “Thou art the man.”
9) “The half was not told me.”
10) “There is death in the pot.”
11) “Shall we receive good at the 
hand of God, and shall we not re-
ceive evil?

ANSWERS NEXT ISSUE

PUZZLES

SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit 
a short article, family 
news and/or pictures, or 
if there is anything else 
that you would like to 
contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.
com. We reserve the right 
to edit or exclude any 
submitted material.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
2  Chloe Sawaya
8  David Wagner
13 Christian Onstot
     Martin Onstot
     Eleanor Harr
 

14 Reuben Montgomery
18 Jackie Ulmen
21 Audrey Fisher
25 Luke Anderson
30 Molly Onstot

“But the Lord 
said to Samuel, 
‘Do not look at 
his appearance 
or at his physical 
stature, because 
I have refused 
him. For the 
Lord does not 
see as man sees; 
for man looks 
at the outward 
appearance but 
the Lord looks at 
the heart.’”
— 1 Samuel 16:7



By Pastor Fisher
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BIBLE FROM PAGE 3
Christ that we can never be 
separated from.        
        — Tyler Brillhart

Children
“He (the Shepherd) goes out 

before them, and the sheep 
follow him, for they know his 
voice. A stranger they will not 
follow, but they will flee from 
him, for they do not know the 
voice of strangers”

— John 10:4-5.
I went to school for a little 

while over in England. The 
school was located on a sheep 
farm. In the time I spent there 
I learned a lot about sheep. 
One thing I learned was that 
sheep like to run away from 
anyone or anything they do 
not recognize, but yet will 
wander to far-away places 
and get lost. Shepherding 
was a common profession in 
the days of Jesus and it was 
often used to paint pictures 
to help us understand Jesus’ 
teachings.

We are a lot like sheep. We 
follow our Shepherd; yet we 
have a tendency to stray and 
get lost. Jesus is our shep-
herd. He cares for us, His 
sheep. He goes out before 
us and leads us. Reading our 
Bibles, praying, and being 
in fellowship with the other 
sheep helps us to stay close to 
Jesus and away from strang-
ers who might try to lead us 
away. If we belong to Jesus 
and we find ourselves wan-
dering like many sheep do, 
Luke chapter 15 tells us that 
the Shepherd will go after His 
sheep and bring them home. 
        — Tyler Brillhart

OUR NATIONAL
HERITAGE

Benjamin West, the colonial artist, 
began a painting of the American and 
British delegations that formulated 

the Treaty of Paris, bringing an end to the 
American War for Independence in 1783. 
The five American delegates are rendered 
in West’s well-known style. Benjamin 
Franklin, John Jay, John Adams, Henry 
Laurens and William Temple Franklin are 
gathered around a table and the treaty is 
draped in front of Benjamin Franklin. In 
the background is an unfinished landscape 
showing the basic outline of what seems 
to be the palace of Versailles.

The rest of the canvas is blank because 
the British delegation, growing more 
and more unhappy with the negotiations, 
refused to fulfill their agreement to 
pose for the historic painting and by the 

time the situation cooled, both men had 
passed away — a copy of this painting 
now hangs in the U.S. Department of 
State’s Diplomatic Reception Rooms in 
Washington, D.C.

The presence of the painting, with its 
obvious missing characters, is a sort of 
tribute. The Treaty was the declaration 
of a great accomplishment for the United 
States, so great that it left the enemy 
disgruntled and dissatisfied. 

The British were unhappy, but the 
troubled new nation was relieved and 
ecstatic. The Battle of Yorktown had 
ended the fighting in 1781, but not the 
hostility. British forces still occupied New 
York, King George III was vowing not 
to concede one acre of his dominions, 

SEE TREATY, PAGE 6



This oil 
painting, titled 
Surrender of 
Lord Cornwallis, 
completed in 
1820 by artist 
John Trumbull, 
depicts the 
British 
surrendering 
after the Battle 
of Yorktown in 
1781. Pictured 
are French 
(left) and 
American 
troops.
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TREATY FROM PAGE 5

and the Continental Army, unpaid 
and restless, was in a constant state of 
agitation. 

It was not until three months after 
the treaty had been signed, and two 
years after Yorktown, that word finally 
reached Philadelphia of peace with 
Great Britain. The combination of 
Franklin’s diplomacy and General 
Washington’s resolve to maintain a 
standing army had won the day and with 
the news of the Treaty, a celebration 
swept the streets of the nation’s capital 
two years after the war “ended.”

Every Lord’s day, you and I get to 
celebrate the event that ended a great 
war over 2,000 years ago. We often do 
it with a modest meal, not a banquet 
in the traditional sense of the word, 
and the quiet celebration serves the 
dignity and the awesome character of 
the conflict’s end far better than any 
“boisterous festival” ever could.

And yet, we do not want to miss the 
joy it affords — the sort of joy that 
comes from a sense of overwhelming 
peace and security provided, not by 
a piece of paper or a standing army, 
but by the promise of the Living God, 
sealed with the blood of His only 

begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and confirmed in your hearts by His 
Holy Spirit.

We are born sinners and that 
sinfulness makes us the friend of the 
world and the enemy of the God who 
made us.

“Do you not know that friendship with 
the world is enmity with God? Whoever 
therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God.” 
— James 4:4b

So, the war is a real one — between 
all men and women who are born 
sinners, and who naturally love the 
world, who are hostile toward their 
Maker—the God who made them. As 
long as the sinner loves the world and 
minds the things of the flesh, there can 
be no peace. 

Thus, from the side of the creature, the 
whole affair looks grim. No matter how 
long one remains arrayed against God, 
no matter what weapons are raised or 
what allies are enlisted, one can never 
gain the victory and never find peace—
one remains at odds with God and there 
can be no peace.

But thankfully, Paul tells us that there 
is a way of peace — a way to be found 
in and through the Lord Jesus Christ ...

“But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. For He 
himself is our peace, who has made us 
both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility by 
abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that he might 
create in himself one new man in place 
of the two, so making peace, and might 
reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. And he came and preached 
peace to you who were far off and 
peace to those who were near. For 
through him we both have access in 
one Spirit to the Father.” — Ephesians 
2:13-18

The treaty is established then, between 
the sinner and His God by the blood of 
Christ shed for him or her on the cross 
at Calvary — by that blood, He killed 
the hostility. 

And the promise sealed by that treaty 
is this: Jesus says,

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
hears My word and believes in Him 
who sent Me has everlasting life, and 
shall not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death into life.” 
— John 5:24  
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Time travelers continued
FROM PAGE 1

and Mr. Davis swept the rooms by the 
light of their phones. Mr. Fisher pointed 
out the safe in the floor of the kitchen. 
Mr. Brillhart, never having seen it be-
fore, knelt, and flipped back the heavy 
circular door to the inground vault.

He shined his light into the tubular 
hole and there, at the bottom of the 
round shaft was a valve. No one had 
noticed it before, but there it was. Mr. 
Fisher and Mr. Davis took turns look-
ing in and they all agreed that it looked 
rather strange and that the knob to open 
or close the valve was missing.

The three men began going through 
the cabinets and drawers finding noth-
ing at first, but then Mr. Davis, reaching 
into the back of a drawer and feeling 

around, found a large key-shaped de-
vice. Pulling it out he said, “This might 
be something.”

All three shined their phones on it and 
they agreed that it might just fit in the 
top of the valve. Since Mr. Fisher had 
the longest arms, and the valve was em-
bedded very deeply in the shaft, he took 
the key and reached down to the valve. 
The key slipped into a slot at the top 
of the valve very easily and Mr. Fisher 
tried to give it a twist.

None of them was exactly sure what 
to expect, but it didn’t matter because, 
though try as he might, Mr. Fisher could 
not make the key turn. It was an awk-
ward position, and it was difficult to get 
his full strength behind the effort, but it 
was not moving.

Mr. Brillhart said, “Maybe it’s in back-

wards. Try it the other way.”
Mr. Fisher pulled the key from the 

slot, turned it around and reinserted it.
“Here goes,” he said, attempting to 

twist the key in the valve. 
At first it seemed as if the position of 

the key didn’t matter, but as he tight-
ened his jaw and squinted his eyes and 
tried one more time, the key began to 
slowly turn, and as it did, two things 
happened. A strange yellow glow lit up 
the inside of the safe and there was a 
definite rumble under the floor of the 
church dungeon.

Mr. Fisher quickly turned the key back 
to the original position.

****
The kids in the tube were getting used 

to circling around and careening past 
one another as they traveled from one 
spot and time to another. The tube car-

SEE TIME, PAGE 8



PAGE 8 — APRIL, 2021                      TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GAZETTE

ried them up and down, twisting to the 
right and to the left and they were all 
traveling at different speeds at different 
times.

When the tube would carry them high 
into the air, they could sometimes see 
below for a just a few seconds before 
they began hurtling downward again, 
but they were always all moving in the 
same direction through the same scenes.

At one point, the tube carried them 
higher than they had ever been. It 
seemed to reach right into space itself 
and at the crest, just as before, the tube 
seemed to fade a bit and they could see 
out into the blackness of space. Before 
them sparkled more stars and heavenly 
lights than they had ever seen in their 
lives, but as spectacular as the sight 
was, it did not last long. As each one 
mounted the crest and caught a glimpse 
of the stars, they began a very quick de-
scent, traveling faster through a dozen 
twists and turns.

Now Luke, Jake, Ezekiel, and James 
were at the front of the group, with Ri-
ley, Abby and Audrey close behind. Just 
as they approached the bottom of the 
drop from the stars, something strange 
happened. In front of them, the tube 
suddenly split into two. There was no 
controlling who went where, Luke and 
Audrey went to the right and the rest to 
the left.

When the remainder of the kids came 
to the spot where the split had appeared 
it was gone and there was only one way 
to go, and they all flew through the tube 
following Luke and Audrey.

Ezekiel, James, Jake, Abby and Riley 
noticed that they were now alone and 
that they were traveling much slower. 
They made a few twists and turns and 
then a bright yellow light surrounded 
them.

****
Out in the playground area, the debate 

about removing the tube from the struc-
ture and dismantling it was going on 
among the women. Mrs. McKown had 
raised an important point and some of 

the other ladies had joined the discus-
sion.

Meanwhile, Eden, Annaliese, Ruth, 
and the boys noticed that the tube was 
vibrating even more, and now they 
could hear some rumbling too. It sound-
ed like someone was coming down the 
slide. Isaiah stuck his head in the mouth 
of the tube, and there, making the final 
turn in the tube, traveling feet first, was 
Abby Anderson!

He backed out of the way quickly, but 
just as Abby’s shoes poked out of the 
bottom of the slide, they disappeared. 
Gresham and Eli were certain that 
they saw shadows inside the tube, and 
they could feel the bumping of bodies 
as they moved through the slide, but 
like Abby’s feet, as quickly as they 
appeared, they all disappeared and 
everything was quiet again.

The boys and girls ran to tell the 
mothers what they had seen, but their 
explanation did not make much sense.

****
Inside the tube, Abby saw the fa-

miliar ground at the foot of the slide 
fade away as another fork in the slide 
suddenly appeared. She saw Emmalani, 
and Julia go flying by on her right and 
she slipped in right behind them. Now 
everyone was on the same course again 
and they were all climbing. They were 
not quite as high as before, but it was 
still night, and as they crested the rise 
in the tube, like hitting the top of a hill 
on a rollercoaster, the walls faded, and 
down below was a large tent. Out front, 
looking up into the star-spangled sky, 
was an old white-haired man, leaning 
on his staff by a crackling fire that 
danced in the wind.

But as usual, once they were over the 
crest, the scene was obscured by the 
tube again as they raced through twists 
and turns to the bottom.

Adam had been pushed to the front by 
the whim of the tube and as he looked 
ahead, for just an instant the tube split 
into two again, but just as he was 
almost at the split, it disappeared and 
he skittered along, with a trail of over 

twenty kids behind him.

****
Mr. Fisher twisted the key one more 

time, with the same results and so, he 
quickly turned it back.

“I guess we better not fool with this 
too much until we know what it is and 
what we are doing when we turn that 
key,” said Mr. Fisher.

“Yes,” said Mr. Brillhart. “One of the 
deacons might know.”

“It sure seems strange, and the rum-
bling is a little unsettling,” offered Mr. 
Davis.

The three shut the safe and started 
back up the stairs to the auditorium.

Meanwhile, Mr. Anderson, who had 
started down the embankment, had 
slipped and gotten his foot caught in 
the crook of an old wild rhody branch. 
He was in an awkward position and 
struggling to get his foot free when Mr. 
Sawaya came sliding down into him.

The two realized that someone or 
something had worn a trail through the 
underbrush. It was not very wide, but it 
did wind from the parking lot above to 
the street below.

Mr. Sawaya asked Mr. Anderson if 
he was OK and Mr. McKown and Mr. 
Wagner called after them both, con-
cerned that they might have hurt them-
selves when they slipped and fell.

Mr. Anderson said, “Yeah, I’m fine. I 
just got my foot caught in this branch.” 
The two men chuckled at their plight.

“We are OK.” shouted Mr. Sawaya, 
“We will be out in a moment.”

But in the silence that followed, as Mr. 
Anderson tried to wrench his foot free, 
there was a chittering sound. It was an 
all too familiar noise by now and as Mr. 
Sawaya looked over Mr. Anderson’s 
shoulder, just a few feet away, back 
arched and teeth showing, was the very 
perturbed raccoon and his family.

Back at the church, Mr. Frey was 
getting concerned about Juliana as he 
swept the furnace room with the harsh 
light of his phone. All three men in the 
room felt the tremors, caused by the 

TIME FROM PAGE 7

SEE TIME, PAGE 9
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turning of the key by the men in the 
dungeon, but did not realize that they 
were the cause.

“What is that?” asked Mr. Onstot.
Mr. Hutton said, “Might be the moun-

tain — it’s been a while.”
Mr. Frey, who was a little deeper in 

the room, noticed little chinks of bright 
yellow light seeping out from the fur-
nace ducts, but they only blinked briefly 
and then all was dark again.

The ladies felt the shaking too and 
they were getting more concerned as 
Eden and the others came running up 
with the story of what they had heard 
and seen at the slide.

“We better share this with the men,” 
said Mrs. Montgomery and the others 
agreed. They sent Isaiah, Gresham and 
Micah to call the others back to the 
patio for a snack. 

Within a few minutes everyone was 

gathered around the table munching 
and chatting. Everyone, that is, except 
the men at the south end of the proper-
ty. Getting Mr. Anderson’s foot loose 
was proving more difficult that anyone 
had thought, and with the raccoon 
posturing and hissing a few feet away, 
it seemed best to get out of there sooner 
than later.

Mr. Sawaya untied Mr. Anderson’s 
shoelace, and Mr. Anderson wiggled his 
foot until it slipped out of the shoe and 
free from the crook in the branch. He 
rolled over, glad to have his foot free, 
and growled at the raccoon.

The animal was unimpressed by Mr. 
Anderson’s verbal threats and took a 
step forward. The two men found a 
hefty stick and used it to pry the shoe 
from the branch. Mr. Sawaya started 
climbing back up the embankment and 
reached out his hand and Mr. McKown 
pulled him out. 

Mr. Anderson started up the bank too, 
throwing his shoe up the hill first. He 
then turned, snarled once more at the 
old coon, threw the stick at him and 
pulled himself up the embankment. 

****
In the tube slide the kids were begin-

ning to bunch up and they all knew 
what that meant; they were about to 
spill out somewhere, but where? It felt 
warm, even hot as they tumbled out 
onto a flat precipice with deep ravines 
on either side.

In the distance, through the rippling 
hot air, they could see columns of black 
smoke circling into the air. Across the 
ridges before them came muffled explo-
sions and rumbling thunder as spears of 
lightning shot out from the smoke and 
clouds.

Under their feet, the ground trembled.
TO BE CONTINUED


