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PRELUDE 
 
MEDITATION: I AM HE WHO LIVES—REVELATION 1:18 
 

We do not leave Jesus impaled on the cross 

because He died but once for sin.   

 

Hebrews 10:12-13  But this Man, after He had 

offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down 

at the right hand of God,  (13)  from that time 

waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 

 

 We look beyond the cross to our risen, 

conquering LORD whose victory over death is complete 

and whose glory is endless. 

 

Revelation 1:10-18  I was in the Spirit on the 

Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud 

voice, as of a trumpet,  (11)  saying, "I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last," 

and, "What you see, write in a book and send it 

to the seven churches which are in Asia: to 

Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira, 

to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to 

Laodicea."  (12)  Then I turned to see the voice 

that spoke with me. And having turned I saw 

seven golden lampstands,  (13)  and in the 

midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son 

of Man, clothed with a garment down to the 

feet and girded about the chest with a golden 

band.  (14)  His head and hair were white like 

wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a 

flame of fire;  (15)  His feet were like fine brass, 

as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the 

sound of many waters;  (16)  He had in His right 

hand seven stars, out of His mouth went a 

sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance 

was like the sun shining in its strength.  (17)  And 

when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But 

He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, "Do 

not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.  (18)  I 

am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I 

am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the 

keys of Hades and of Death. 

 

 Focus on the Scene 

 

  John’s State 

 

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full 

of grace and truth. 

 

John 20:30-31  And truly Jesus did many other 

signs in the presence of His disciples, which are 

not written in this book;  (31)  but these are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you 

may have life in His name. 

 

John 21:24-25  This is the disciple who testifies of 

these things, and wrote these things; and we 

know that his testimony is true.  (25)  And there 

are also many other things that Jesus did, 

which if they were written one by one, I 

suppose that even the world itself could not 

contain the books that would be written. 

Amen. 

 

But was he prepared for what he was 

about to hear and see?  

 

(17)  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as 

dead. 
 

(17b) "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the 

Last.  (18)  I am He who lives, and was dead, 

and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. 

And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 
 

 Christ’s Words 

 

(17b) Do not be afraid” 
 

(11) "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First 

and the Last," 
 

A name which can suit no being but that God, who is 

self-existent and eternal, who was before all other 

beings, and who shall live forever. JOHNSTONE 

 

(18)  I am He who lives, and was dead, and 

behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I 

have the keys of Hades and of Death. 
 
MEDITATION: THANKS BE TO GOD—1 CORINTHIANS 
15:57 
 

 Praise Today, verses Praise Last Week 



 

Luke 24:21  But we were hoping that it was He 

who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, 

besides all this, today is the third day since 

these things happened. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:51-57  Behold, I tell you a 

mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all 

be changed—  (52)  in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 

trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be 

changed.  (53)  For this corruptible must put on 

incorruption, and this mortal must put on 

immortality.  (54)  So when this corruptible has 

put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on 

immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 

saying that is written: "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP 

IN VICTORY."  (55)  "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR 

STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR 

VICTORY?"  (56)  The sting of death is sin, and 

the strength of sin is the law.  (57)  But thanks 

be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 Today is our great Thanksgiving Day.   

 

  Consider death, it has a sting.  

 

(56)  The sting of death is sin, and the strength 

of sin is the law.  
 

  Hades 

 

The grave, or the Greek word Hades, means, what is 

unseen, the invisible world, the abode of the dead in the 

widest sense. It depends on the context whether the 

immediate reference be to the grave, the place of 

departed spirits, or hell, in the modern sense of that 

word. Here where the special reference is to the bodies 

of men and to the delivery of them from the power of 

death, it is properly rendered the grave. HODGE 

 

These Two Have Been Conquered for You by 

Christ.  

 

  Raised 

 

1 John 3:2  Beloved, now we are children of 

God; and it has not yet been revealed what 

we shall be, but we know that when He is 

revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see 

Him as He is. 

 

Philippians 3:20-21  For our citizenship is in 

heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for 

the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  (21)  who will 

transform our lowly body that it may be 

conformed to His glorious body, according to 

the working by which He is able even to 

subdue all things to Himself. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:42-45  So also is the 

resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in 

corruption, it is raised in incorruption.  (43)  It is 

sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in 

weakness, it is raised in power.  (44)  It is sown a 

natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There 

is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 

body.  (45)  And so it is written, "THE FIRST MAN 

ADAM BECAME A LIVING BEING." The last 

Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

 

Revived 

 

Isaiah 60:19-22  "The sun shall no longer be your 

light by day, Nor for brightness shall the moon 

give light to you; But the LORD will be to you an 

everlasting light, And your God your 

glory.  (20)  Your sun shall no longer go down, 

Nor shall your moon withdraw itself; For the 

LORD will be your everlasting light, And the 

days of your mourning shall be 

ended.  (21)  Also your people shall all be 

righteous; They shall inherit the land forever, 

The branch of My planting, The work of My 

hands, That I may be glorified.  (22)  A little one 

shall become a thousand, And a small one a 

strong nation. I, the LORD, will hasten it in its 

time." 

 
MEDITATION: CROWNED WITH GLORY AND HONOR—
HEBREWS 2:9 
 

Hebrews 2:9  But we see Jesus, who was made 

a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of 

death crowned with glory and honor, that He, 

by the grace of God, might taste death for 

everyone. 

 

Hebrews 2:6-8  But one testified in a certain 

place, saying: "WHAT IS MAN THAT YOU ARE 

MINDFUL OF HIM, OR THE SON OF MAN THAT 

YOU TAKE CARE OF HIM?  (7)  YOU HAVE MADE 



HIM A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS; YOU 

HAVE CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND 

HONOR, AND SET HIM OVER THE WORKS OF 

YOUR HANDS.  (8)  YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS 

IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." For in that He 

put all in subjection under him, He left nothing 

that is not put under him. But now we do not 

yet see all things put under him. 

 

 As one puts it, the universal reign is not yet, but 

the destines King is already crowned. 

 

 A Look at the World 

 

We see not as yet all things put under Him. But since we 

see Jesus crowned with glory and honour in Heaven we 

are altogether without doubt as to His universal 

monarchy on Earth. Every knee shall bow to Him, and 

every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. SPURGEON 
 

 When the Kings of the Earth… 

 

Psalms 2:2-6 & 9-12  … set themselves, and the 

rulers take counsel together, against the LORD 

and against his Anointed, saying,  (3)  "Let us 

burst their bonds apart and cast away their 

cords from us."  (4)  He who sits in the heavens 

laughs; the Lord holds them in 

derision.  (5)  Then he will speak to them in his 

wrath, and terrify them in his fury, 

saying,  (6)  "As for me, I have set my King on 

Zion, my holy hill." … break them with a rod of 

iron and dash them in pieces like a potter's 

vessel."  (10)  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

be warned, O rulers of the earth.  (11)  Serve 

the LORD with fear, and rejoice with 

trembling.  (12)  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 

and you perish in the way, for his wrath is 

quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge 

in him. 

 

Many of the Strongest Rebels Already Subdued 

 

 Not Just the Work 

 

For Just a Moment 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18  For if we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 

bring with Him those who sleep in 

Jesus.  (15)  For this we say to you by the word 

of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain 

until the coming of the Lord will by no means 

precede those who are asleep.  (16)  For the 

Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 

with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 

Christ will rise first.  (17)  Then we who are alive 

and remain shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And thus we shall always be with the 

Lord.  (18)  Therefore comfort one another with 

these words. 


