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Everyone was inside the fence with the gate securely 
closed. White knuckles gripping the chain links, 
everyone’s eyes were fixed on the father raccoon. He 

hissed and arched his back and made his hair stand up, 
trying to make himself look bigger and convince every-

one that he was ferocious.
Micah asked his Dad if he thought the raccoon 

would attack, but before he could answer, Gresham 
said, “No, he is afraid of us, too!”
With that Isaiah shook the fence and growled at the 

tense father coon, but he stood his ground. 
Mrs. Sawaya said, “Look!” and in the darkened 

SEE TIME, PAGE 9
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to the ark and beyond

The GazetteThe GazetteThe Gazette
G

MARCH, 2021 
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 7



Tyler Brillhart was born at 
Tacoma General but Dalton 
was delivered by UPS.

Really.
Her mother didn’t know 

she was pregnant until she 
was giving birth. She went 
into labor at the family 
property and Dalton’s 
grandfather (who worked for 
UPS) delivered her. It was 
apparently a healthy delivery 
and she went on to be raised 
in Port Orchard and he in 
Poulsbo.

Both were active in musical 
theater through high school 
and beyond. It was there 
they first met. The musical 
was called The Last 5 
Years, a two-person show 
in which the actor tells the 
story from beginning to end 
and the actress from end to 
beginning. It was late fall, 
2016.

Tyler was so nervous when 
proposing he was holding 
the box upside down. The 
ring eventually made its 
way onto her finger and the 
two were married in a small, 
private ceremony in May, 
2017.

For most of their married 
life Tyler has held down 
more than one job. They 
include youth pastor, retail 
employee and mall security 
guard.

Tyler was raised in a 
Christian home, believing 
in God and Jesus and what 
the Bible taught. He says 
he can’t remember a time 
when he didn’t believe 

those things. “If you were 
to ask me what my religious 
beliefs were, I would say, 
‘Christian.’ ”

After high school he 
realized he wasn’t walking 
with the Lord. “I talked 
the Christian talk but was 
by no means walking the 
Christian walk,” he said. He 
can’t pinpoint an exact day 
he got saved but he became 
convicted of his sin and 
began to study the Bible and 
seek out mentorship. A love 
for the saints and for God’s 
word quickly developed and 
his prayer life proliferated.

Dalton did not grow up 
in the church. Her life was 
filled with a love for the 
world and the behavior that 

went along with it. After 
Tyler and Dalton met she 
began seeking answers 
about heavenly matters. She 
also doesn’t know that her 
conversion happened at an 
exact moment, but over time 
she recognized a change, and 
the sin she once embraced 
she hated. She began to pray 
and drink in God’s word and 
was able to recognize the sin 
in her own life.

Tyler graduated from 
Northwest University in 
2020 with a Bachelor’s of 
Ministry Leadership.

Tyler is the lead singer and 
rhythm guitarist in a band 
named Skyline.

Dalton enjoys camping 
with her family but camping 

isn’t really Tyler’s thing. 
Together they try to make a 
Disneyland trip at least once 
a year.

A perfect evening would 
be cozying up to some Thai 
food and watching the Lord 
of the Rings (but not the 
Hobbit, that one doesn’t 
exist in their book).

The two are expecting 
twins in August. They 
became members of the 
Tacoma Bible Presbyterian 
Church on January 17. 
Tyler is now employed at 
the church as Assistant to 
the Pastor and he will be 
presented by the Session to  
be taken under care of the 
Great Western Presbytery in 
April.

NEW MEMBERS MOMENT

Time to meet the Brillharts

PAGE 2 — MARCH, 2021                   TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH GAZETTE



Parents
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF PARENTING IN RE-

GARDS TO THE GOSPEL?
1) To glorify and serve God.
a) By acknowledging that your child is a gift from God 

(Psalm 127:3).
b) By acknowledging the truth concerning your child, sin 

and his or her need of salvation (Galatians 
3:22).

c) By exercising faith in the power of the 
Covenant and the Promises of God con-
cerning them (Acts 2:39).

2) To make the most promising part of 
your testimony for Christ a priority.

a) If you have children, you have a mis-
sion field to work in already (Dt. 6:5-7).

b) To teach them to love the Gospel and 
the work of the Kingdom rather than to 
despise it (Ps. 78:2-8).

3) To assure the most beautiful, realistic, and accountable 
context for the presentation of the Gospel message.

a) Displaying its fruits in the home.
b) Showing that faith is real in real situations.
c) Challenging them with what true faith requires of them.

— Pastor Fisher

Husbands and Wives
John Newton gave some very sound advice to a friend who 

was newly married. He told him that he could not love his 
wife too much if he loved her in the proper order before God. 

He advised his friend to look on his wife while he read 
what Newton was writing to help him understand what he 
meant. He said, look on her and realize that you do not have 
ALL her love. She loves her parents and family and a thou-
sand friends, he wrote. 

“But there is a peculiar regard due to you, which she 
cannot, will dare not, to transfer to another. Just so, the Lord 
leaves us scope enough for the exercise of affections towards 
creatures. But there is a sense in which we must love him 
wholly and only. To him our love must remain supreme and 
unrivaled.”

We love our spouse best, when we love our God first.
                      — Pastor Fisher

Teens
“Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather 

train yourself for godliness.” — 1 Timothy 4:7
Once professing Christians seem to be falling prey to the 

progressive nature of the world. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us 
that the Bible is sufficient for us in how we live and what 
we believe. To separate ourselves from the inspired Word of 
God is to separate ourselves from truth. To train ourselves for 
godliness is to latch on to the truth of Timothy’s 2nd letter 

(3:16-17), that Scripture is “profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work.” Everything that con-
tradicts that which Scripture teaches falls 
into this category of irreverent, silly myths. 
Stand on the foundation of the revelation 
that God has given to us through his Word 
and you will have all you need to be able to 
refute the lies of the world.      
      — Tyler Brillhart

Singles
“That you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.” 

— Song of Solomon 8:4b
While the Song of Solomon is written in such a way that 

expresses a passionate love between a husband and a wife, 
this does not mean it doesn’t contain wisdom and truth for 
those in all walks of life. This line about not stirring or wak-
ing up love until it pleases is mentioned three times through-
out the book (2:7, 3:5, 8:4) and is given as advice to these 
young women. This is incredibly wise advice for those who 
are single. To try to force love because we’re anxious for it 
can often lead to hurt, heartbreak, and/or sin. If we find our-
selves in this place it is crucial that we work on our reliance 
and dependency on Christ to fulfill this desire of our lives. 
Ultimately it is God who decides marriage for us or a life 
devoted to singleness. If we do meet someone who we seek 
to pursue, some things to consider: Is this person a Christian 
and do you have similar goals in life? (2 Cor. 6:14) If you 
seek a husband is he willing to lead (if you are a man, are 
you able to lead in love)? (Eph. 5:25) If you seek a wife, is 
she modest and not seeking worldly praise? (1 Pet. 3:3) Are 
you committed to being exclusive to each other? (Gen. 2:24) 
Of course there is so much more, but these can be things to 
consider as you pray and wait.        

        — Tyler Brillhart

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 7
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“Being 
confident 
of this very 
thing, that 
He who 
has begun 
a good 
work in 
you will 
complete 
it until 
the day 
of Jesus 
Christ.”
— Philippians 1:6

CHURCH MEMBER
RIDDLES 
1) He is engaged in an international 
project that includes the US, Austria, 
and Mexico.
2) Her great grandmother played Bar-
ney Fife’s mother on the Andy Griffith 
Show.
3) She sang at a concert across the 
street from the church before the school 
was the school it is now, but when it 
wasn’t the school it was before.
4) She likes to spend time cycling 
through the neighborhood on her lime 
green bike.
5) He used to fell trees, now he builds 
estates.
6) He is a gifted artist who enjoys cre-
ating portraits of the famous.
7) She was the one member onsite at 5 
S G when the fire broke out.
8) She is a true farmer’s daughter.
  
ANSWERS TO 
FEBRUARY RIDDLES
1) He worked renting cars in Florida 
and NJ. (Pastor Fisher worked for 
Econo Car Auto rentals)
2) He was a desk clerk at a large hotel. 
(Dr. John Battle served as a desk clerk 
at the Christian Admiral Hotel)
3) He once had his arm broken by a 
baseball bat. (Andrew Fisher had his 
FINGER badly  broken by his brother 
when he stepped near him as he was 
finishing his swing.)
4) He is almost finished building a 
pick-up truck. (Dick Flood is very close 
to finishing a handcrafted model of a 
Chevy Pick-up.)
5) He is an experienced, but young, 
motorcyclist. (Titus Hutton can be seen 
circling the church property on clear 
days!)
6) How many preacher’s kids attend 
the church? (9)
7) He has a friend who used to look 
like Chingachgook (think James Feni-
more Cooper). (George Peters)
8) She was saved from a fir tree by 
Thanksgiving. (Barb Robinson)

9. Her husband was an expert on ea-
gles. (Marti Taylor)
10. She hails from the “Rainbow 
Nation.” (Pam Zinghi is from South 
Africa — Also known as the “Rainbow 
Nation.”
                      
BIBLE QUIZ
Where, in the King James Version are 
these passages found? How, if at all, 
are they changed in the NKJ or the 
ESV?
1. “Every imagination of the thoughts 
of man’s heart was only evil continual-
ly,” showing the need of Divine grace 
and discipline. 
2. “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed.” 
3. “Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” 
4. Where is Jehovah described as, 
“Glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders?” 
5. “Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.”  
6. “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to 
do evil.” 
7. “Love thy neighbor as thyself. “
8 “Thou shalt honor the face of the old 
man.”
9. “Let me die the death of the righ-
teous.” 
10. “Be sure your sin will find you 
out.”

KEY TO LAST MONTH’S 
BIBLE QUIZ 

KEY TO BIBLE STUDY--Do GOOD 
1. D-eborah. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. Judges 4:9 
2. O-badiah.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Kings 18:7
3. G-ehazi. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Kings 5:20, 22 
4. O-bededom . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. 2 Sam. 6:10 
5. O-rpah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . Ruth 1:4 
6. D-avid. .   . . .        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2 Sam. 18:24

ANSWERS NEXT ISSUE

PUZZLES

SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit 
a short article, family 
news and/or pictures, or 
if there is anything else 
that you would like to 
contribute, please send 
it to tacomabpc@gmail.
com. We reserve the right 
to edit or exclude any 
submitted material.
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SEE LEAMAN PAGE 6

BY PASTOR FISHER 
Graveside service, January 4, 2021

I had the privilege of making the 
acquaintance of Mrs. Leaman before I 
became the pastor of the church 16 years 
ago, but it was not until then that I really 
got to know her. 

Babe, and I am using her nick-name 
because one of the last times I was able 
to see her, she told me, for the first time, 
how much it meant to her that I called her 
“Babe.” She said that, to her, it was her 
name, and it made her feel very much at 
home when I referred to her by her fa-
miliar name. Just that statement says a lot 
about the woman you all know and love.

But as I was saying, Babe was nearly 
ten years older than I am now when I 
came to the church, so obviously there 
is a great part of her life that I have only 
heard about in story and legend.

Whenever I would visit with her, I 
would ask her about her childhood and 
younger days as wife and mother. She 
wasn’t one to dwell with melancholy 
on the past, but she did have some great 
stories to tell and some sad ones too — 
but she always went back with a smile to 
resting and trusting in the Lord.

She, of course, even when I first came 
to Tacoma, had not slowed down very 
much, even at 80 years of age. Babe was 
still trying to roto-till her own garden and 
loved mowing her lawn and doing things 
I wish I could do right now. 

She was a woman of action—she loved 
to garden, so she gardened. She loved 
sports — so she watched it (even the 
Mariners) avidly. She loved the Word 
of God — so she read it faithfully. She 
believed in prayer — so she prayed 
continually.

Simply put, if she had something to do, 
she did it.

This spirit was revealed repeatedly in 
both positive action and quiet acquies-
cence or submission—in accepting the 

LORD’s will in regard to her dear family 
members called home before her, and 
sometimes under difficult circumstances 
— you know how she bore those things 
before the Lord with grace and submis-
sive faith. We have all been witnesses to 
it.

It is that, if-there-was-something-to-do, 
do it, attitude that was evident in every 
aspect of her life. 

She loved the Lord Jesus Christ and 
believed the Gospel, and though this 
loving faith was often communicated to 
me verbally, it was also conveyed in a 
way that Babe herself may not have fully 
realized.

There was an air about her, especially 
over these last few years, where she 
seemed to me to be like a woman sitting 
in a train station waiting to catch the next 
ride home; coat and hat on, bags packed, 
ticket in her hand, just waiting for the 
station master to call her train.

I remember that very image flashing 
though my mind the last time I saw her. 
The next thing that had to be done was 
to go and to be with Jesus and she was 
sitting there, ready to go.  

She said this many times, and I am 
sure many of you heard her say so, but 
when she said it, it was more than just an 
expression with her; it was obviously her 
expectation and her plan — the next thing 
to do.

And the nature of God’s call for her just 
fits that scenario so beautifully. The call 
came and she was out the door and gone. 
Her ride arrived and she was ready to 
board it and go home. Thankfully for her, 
no lingering, no delay.

Psalm 121 was one of Babe’s favorites, 
and it is a very appropriate one when 
remembering her.

Psalms 121:1-8 — A Song of degrees. I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. My help cometh 
from the LORD, which made heaven 
and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to 
be moved: he that keepeth thee will not 
slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. The 
LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy 
shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall 
not smite thee by day, nor the moon by 
night. The LORD shall preserve thee from 
all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.  The 
LORD shall preserve thy going out and 
thy coming in from this time forth, and 
even for evermore.

Mount Rainier has stood on the horizon 
of Babe’s view her whole life long. Bon-
nie mentioned to me the other day that 
when she first met Babe, it was on one of 
those days when the mountain dominated 
the horizon. And Babe said to her, “Did 
you see that mountain? “And Bonnie 
thought, she has seen it her whole life and 
still she admires its beauty and grandeur.

For some of the natives of the area, 

DORIS “BABE” LEAMAN: 1925-2020

Reflections on a God-honoring life

Doris Leaman went to be with the 
Lord Christmas Day, 2020.
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its mass and grandeur took on god-like 
qualities and superstitiously they looked 
on it as divine. But Doris Leaman looked 
beyond the hills, beyond the mountain, to 
the God who made them all — her hope 
came, not from the hills, but from the 
Creator of the hills.

Her confession was, and is…
Psalms 121:2 — My help cometh from 

the LORD, which made heaven and 
earth.

In Jeremiah, you read…
Jeremiah 3:23 — Truly in vain is sal-

vation hoped for from the hills, and from 
the multitude of mountains: truly in the 
LORD our God is the salvation of Israel.

David was very clear in his expression 
when he said, my help comes from the 
LORD.

He did not simply mean that the help 
was sent out by God, but intimately from 
God. From His own wealth and His own 
self and supply is the way to look at it, 
and Babe believed that this is exactly 
what God did—He came in the Person of 
His Son to help her.

And in matters relating to death and life, 
in matters relating to salvation, redemp-
tion and the hope of eternal life—He 
alone is the one who can supply any help, 
and Babe knew that and she placed all 
her hopes, not wishfully, but confidently 
upon it. She knew and believed that Jesus 
Christ by His death on the cross had 
supplied for her everything for finding 
forgiveness of her sins, peace with God 
and eternal life.

Sometimes things happen in your life 
that undoubtedly confirm to you what 
you already know to be true. This is a 
little hard to explain, but I hope that I can 
make it clear.

Babe knew that God loved her and had 
redeemed her through the blood of His 
Son Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. 
She was convinced of that truth in her 
heart and fully persuaded.

But the reality of that was confirmed 
to her throughout her life, and one of 
the events that helped seal it for her was 
something we shared and spoke about 
often in conversations together.

It was God’s blessed provision of a 
second loving spouse. She would often 
say to me with wonder and love, “Some 
people never find even one, but the Lord 
blessed us with two.”

She saw this, and many other such 
things, as evidence of the truth that… 

Psalms 121:5-6 — The LORD is thy 
keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy 
right hand. The sun shall not smite thee 
by day, nor the moon by night.

Babe suffered more than one loss in this 
world, but she always found her solace, 
her courage and her contentment in the 
LORD.

She believed with all her heart the 
words of Jesus…

John 10:11 — I am the good shepherd: 
the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep.

It is this that separates the Lord Jesus 
Christ from all the gods and holy men 
of mankind’s corrupt spiritual imagina-
tion—not one of them dares to say such a 
thing, not one of them is pictured making 
such a promise, not one claims to have 
made such a sacrifice, and not one of 
them could even be imagined to deliver 
on such a promise.

But Jesus does ...
John 6:47 — Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, He that believeth on me hath ever-
lasting life.

And because of that promise it is said 
here in this Psalm…

Psalms 121:8 — The LORD shall 
preserve thy going out and thy coming in 
from this time forth, and even for ever-
more.

This is precisely why Babe came across 
as a woman ready to go when the LORD 
called. She had nothing to fear in regard 
to going out of this world — her way was 
preserved, watched over, guarded and 
guaranteed by her Savior.

And she had nothing to fear going into 
eternity — her entrance there was equally 
preserved by her LORD and Savior.

She is no longer sitting in her humble 
earthly home waiting for her train to be 
called—it’s been called, and now she 
stands in her glorious heavenly home 
never to leave the presence of the Good 
Shepherd. 

If there is any sense of looking for the 
next thing to do in heaven, Babe is ready 
and waiting for the next thing to do, get 
her flesh back, glorified and adorned by 
the power of God.

1 Corinthians 15:53-58 — For this 
perishable body must put on the imper-
ishable, and this mortal body must put 
on immortality. When the perishable 
puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come to 
pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, where 
is your victory? O death, where is your 
sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my 
beloved brothers, be steadfast, immov-
able, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor 
is not in vain.

LEAMAN FROM PAGE 5

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2    Tyler Brillhart
3    Brian Harr
4    Rebecca Montgomery
5    Amos Harr
12  Abigail Anderson
      Marge Blauvelt

13  Andy Marcelia
14  Christian Sinding
      Malou Sinding
16  Ruth Onstot
18  Chris Lensch
19  Eva Battle

21  Shannon Connolly
      Bob Montgomery
22  John Yong
26  Eli Hutton
30  Karen McKown
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BIBLE FROM PAGE 3

Children
“My son, do not 

despise the LORD’s 
discipline or be wea-
ry of his reproof, for 
the LORD reproves 
him whom he loves, 
as a father the son in 
whom he delights.” 
— Proverbs 3:11-12

Discipline is a 
necessary part of 
life. When we view 
discipline as some-
thing established 
by God for our own 
benefit we can start 
to see the good that 
comes from it. In this 
passage from Prov-
erbs we can see that 
discipline is done out 
of love for us. God 
disciplines us be-
cause he loves. Our 
parents discipline us 
because they love us. 
The church disci-
plines us because it 
loves us. The purpose 
of discipline is not 
to embarrass us or to 
bear us down. On the 
contrary, discipline is 
designed to bring us 
to repentance and lift 
us up; to pull us off 
of a destructive path 
of sin and move us to 
a right way of living 
in humble obedience 
to God.

    — Tyler Brillhart
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This is one of three new species of sharks 
recently discovered off the coast of New 
Zealand.

Part of what makes the kitefin shark so 
fascinating is that it naturally glows in the 
dark. In fact, all three of the new species have 
that quality.

The kitefin shark prowls the ocean at a depth 
of 1000 feet and eats other sharks, fish and 
even crustaceans.

Why these sharks glow like this is still a 
mystery, though scientists imagine that it is 
to camouflage them, because otherwise they 
would appear backlit against the light at the 
surface.

The discovery of these new species in 
February of this year has made scientists 
reflect in a fresh way on all the things that are 
still being found by humans in the depths of 
the sea.

Once again we see that God created 
marvelous things, like glowing sharks, for His 
own glory, that we have been unaware of for 
thousands of years.

Nehemiah 9:6  You alone are the LORD; You 
have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, 
with all their host, The earth and everything 
on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You 
preserve them all. The host of heaven worships 
You.

Last week’s question was:

Where does the Bible say you will find 
innumerable teeming things, livings things 
both great and small?

The answer, found in Psalm 104:25, is in the 
great wide sea.

What does the Bible say that God does “in 
the seas and all deep places?

ALL CREATURES 
BRIGHT & SCARY

WILD ANIMALS ON THE LOOSE

You alone are the LORD; You have made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their 
host, The earth and everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve 

them all. The host of heaven worships You. — Nehemiah 9:6  
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BY PASTOR FISHER 
A Memorial Tribute on Facebook

Regrettably, present restrictions prevent 
us from coming together to remember our 
loved ones who are being called home by 
the Lord as we might wish. One of the dis-
advantages to this present dilemma is that it 
prevents us from being able to review their 
testimony for Jesus Christ and to mark His 
work in and through them by His saving 
grace.

Most recently, the Lord summoned our 
friend and sister in Christ, Janet Mullen, 
from this world into His glorious presence. 
Janet’s hope and trust in the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ at the cross of Calvary 
is not secret to anyone who knows her. She 
expressed her love for God and His Word 
freely, and demonstrated it dramatically in 
her loving spirit and service to all.

Janet was full of life and could hardly be 
persuaded to slow down, even when her 
health made keeping up the pace a chal-
lenge. It is no surprise to those who know 
her that she was busy right up to the very 
last second of her life in this world. 

Many of us have benefited from Janet and 
Bob’s generosity, often shown in the most 
quiet and unassuming ways. Many of us 
have been encouraged by Janet through a 
hug, a phone call, a kind gesture or offer.

Sometimes, I think it is safe to say, Janet 
tried too hard, but Janet was a woman 
without malice, and it is that genuineness of 
spirit that we will miss.

Her commitment to the church and its 
ministries was remarkable. Though I am 
sure that she felt that she couldn’t do some 
things, she was always ready to do some-
thing; and to be sure that the people who 
could do what she could not, had everything 
they needed that she could supply, from her 
prayers to refreshments!

Her lively sense of humor was infectious. 
One of the last jokes we shared had to 
do with a rabbit’s favorite way to travel 
(by Hareplane, of course), and she would 

always greet you with a smile. She would 
stick her head into my office, wave, and 
greet me with a joyful hello. Janet managed 
to do that even when, at times, her own 
heart was heavy.

It was hard, on occasion, to see her over-
whelmed with tears; but it is a reminder to 
us that this world, even for those who love 
to show love, can be burdensome. After we 
would pray or just when she was finished 

unburdening her 
heart, she would 
invariably say 
that God is 
good, and go off 
resting in that 
goodness.

Janet believed 
with her whole 
heart that God 
loved her and 
sent His only be-
gotten Son into 
the world to pay 
the price for her 
sins. Ultimately, 

that is where she found her peace. Over the 
last few years, as more medical problems 
surfaced, she expressed often how she was 
ready to go to be with the Lord Jesus. He 
had done all the things necessary to assure 
her that death was just the entrance into a 
much greater sense of life which I am sure 
she is now enjoying to her fullest capacity.

Janet did not like to be fussed over, so 
there is a certain sweet irony in the fact 
that there cannot, at present, be the sort of 
service that we might usually have. But one 
thing she would not want ignored is the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. She would want no 
one to think that by her works she somehow 
justified her soul. No, it was because she 
was justified by the work of Jesus Christ 
that she gave herself and her energies to 
others in His name.

I say to anyone who knew Janet but 
doesn’t know the saving power of Jesus 

Christ, Janet was who she was, joyful, 
generous and loving, because of the work of 
Christ in her. It was through faith in Him for 
the forgiveness of her sins that she had hope 
of eternal life. You can hear her say in the 
background, “You betcha!”

We are already missing her, and we will 
miss her more as each one of the things that 
she did for others and for the church be-
comes obvious. It is not so much the things 
she did but the way she did them with joy 
and contentment that we will miss most. 

At our small group, which Janet attended, 
we looked at 1 Thessalonians 5, where Paul 
says…

1 Thessalonians 5:9-11  For God did not 
appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died 
for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with Him. Therefore 
comfort each other and edify one another, 
just as you also are doing.

Janet lived by, with and for Jesus Christ in 
this world, and so she continues to do in the 
kingdom of heaven. To God be the glory!

No sickness , or sorrow , or pain,
Shall ever disquiet her now;
For death to her spirit was gain,
Since Christ was her life when below,
Her soul has now taken its flight
To mansions of glory above,
To mingle with angels of light,
And dwell in the kingdom of love.

The victory now is obtain’d;
She’s gone her dear Savior to see;
Her wishes she fully has gain’d
She’s now where she longed to be.
Then let us forbear to complain,
That she has now gone from our sight;
We soon shall behold her again,
With new and redoubled delight.

Please remember to keep Bob, Elizabeth 
and the whole family in your prayers, and 
thank you for all the kind tributes to God’s 
servant, Janet Mullen.

JANET MULLEN: 1951-2021

A TRIBUTE TO A FAITHFUL SAINT



Time travelers continued
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
doorway to the garage two beady eyes 
appeared. Then, just a little lower down, 
six more winked in the light as the ba-
bies looked out into the bright yard.

The father bristled one more time, 
arching his back high, and the mother 
and the three coon kits ran out of the 
doorway, around the garage and down 
the fence line out of sight. When they 
were gone, the father relaxed, sat down 
on his bottom, looked at all the faces 
beyond the fence, yawned and waddled 
off after his family.

***
As the kids from the tube tunnel 

approached the great structure ahead 
of them, they noticed a number of 
small creatures scattering before them. 
Jerboas hopped into the shadows, mice, 
Indian gerbils, and Sundevall’s jirds 
scurried into the shadows.

The kids were feeling brave with their 
weapons and armor, but that was about 
to quickly change. Before them was 
a long stairway rising at a very steep 
angle towards a deck on about the fifth 

level of the great building they were 
approaching. On either side of the stairs 
were archways leading into rooms that 
were darkened by deep shadows.

In one of these shadowy archways a 
pair of eyes glowed in the dark. Adam 
was the first to notice them and he held 
out his hand to stop the others. Ezekiel 
asked, “What’s wrong?” It was Julia 
who answered in a heavy whisper, 
“Eyes!” pointing to the dark passage 
beside the stairs.

“Big eyes!” added Selah.
Suddenly, the eyes blinked, and two 

rows of white, sharp teeth appeared 
beneath them. 

“They look like tiger eyes to me,” said 
Ephraim. And just as he did, a large 
Caspian tiger with cinnamon-colored 
stripes stepped out into the light with a 
menacing growl.

Jake, with Josiah, James and Reuben, 
along with Ezekiel and Adam, called 
Julia and Emmalani to the front. The 
boys had given the two girls some of 
the weapons that they had found. The 
armed boys and girls now stood in a 
semi-circle, and the others peered over 

their shoulders at the menacing crea-
ture.

Unsure exactly what to do, they stood 
there facing the big cat.

“Should we try backing up together?” 
offered Amos.

“That might work,” said Marcus and 
they all slowly began to walk backward, 
while facing the tiger.

They took just a few steps before the 
cat lowered into a crouch and it was 
clear he was about to spring out on 
his strong legs toward them. No one 
screamed or yelled, but there was a sort 
of gasp that came from the crowd of 
boys and girls.

***
Free of the raccoon menace, Mr. An-

derson pushed open the gate and most 
everyone began spilling back into the 
yard. The men followed the raccoons to 
make sure they had really left and Mrs. 
Fisher, along with Mrs. Montgomery 
and Mrs. Wagner, set to work on taking 
the tube slide apart. The three women 
climbed up into the playground and 
meanwhile, Eden, Ruth and Annaliese 
gathered around the bottom of the slide 
once more.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Mrs. Fisher was just starting to work 
on unscrewing the slide from the wood-
en frame, when she heard a strange 
sound come echoing from deep inside 
the slide. She paused and asked the 
others, “Did you hear that?”

“Was that a sigh?” asked Mrs. Wagner.
“No, more like a gasp.” Replied Mrs. 

Montgomery.
Mrs. Fisher yelled down to the chil-

dren, “Did you hear anything?”
“Yes,” said Annaliese, “A funny sound 

like the wind, only noisier.”
“That must be it,” said Mrs. Mont-

gomery, “it was the wind whistling up 
the tube.”

Meanwhile, Gresham, Eli and Micah 
had crawled under the tube slide and 
were pressing their ears against the cool 
plastic to listen more carefully. The 
boys listened hard, but the only thing 
that they could hear was the ladies work 
above them.

The men had all formed a little circle 
and were talking in quiet tones. Con-
vinced that this was all just a trick that 
the older ones were playing on their 
younger brothers and sisters; they were 
talking about where the older ones 
might be hiding.

They decided to break up and search 
the grounds and building.

Mrs. Sawaya, Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. 
Davis and Mrs. McKown joined the 
other ladies on the tube slide project, 
while Mrs. Frey, Mrs. Onstot and Mrs. 
Harr started thinking about how it 
would be nice if there was something to 
snack on for everyone.

***
Back at the tower, the tiger was just 

about to leap forward when there was 
an ear-slitting roar from above. A cou-
ple of the kids dropped their weapons 
because they were all so startled. They 
quickly picked them up, however, and 
everyone began searching the upper 
floors of the enormous tower in front 
of them to find out where that terrible 
sound was coming from.

“There!” said Matthias, “Look there!”

He was pointing to the top of the third 
stage of ramps and staircases, almost at 
the abrupt and blunt top of the building. 
There, glowering down at the tiger was 
a powerful looking Asian lion, his mane 
in full display and his mouth opening in 
another loud echoing roar that bounced 
between the empty buildings and down 
the river.

In just a few bounds, the lion was 
down the stairs and face to face with 
the tiger. They circled once and then the 
lion gave another mighty roar.

Selah, Gray and Juliana all covered 
their ears, but their eyes were wide 
open!

The tiger crouched again, but this time 
in cowering submission. He backed 
slowly away from the lion and then 
turned and ran.

The lion gave another deafening roar, 
bounded back up the stairs and disap-
peared.

***
Mr. Davis was standing and listening 

as the fathers were deciding who would 
look where for the missing kids. He 
realized that one area had been over-
looked in the planning. At that moment, 
Mr. Brillhart and Mr. Fisher were walk-
ing down the stairs by the big fir tree to 
find out what was going on. 

Mr. Davis walked up to them, gave 
a quick run-down of the problem and 
suggested that they go search under the 
platform in the back of the church. The 
trio turned and went back up the steps.

Another group of fathers decide to 
search the utility rooms and a third 
group wanted to look over along the 
south end of the property that sloped 
down to the side street below. 

Mrs. Frey, Mrs. Onstot and Mrs. Harr 
all searched their own bags, cars and the 
church kitchen for snacks. They were 
able to compile a little pile of treats, 
juice boxes and water bottles. 

Mrs. Sinding came along, and she 
was able to dig a few more things 
out of her own car. She then walked 
over to the fence and asked the ladies 
dismantling the tube slide if they might 

have anything in their cars. There was 
a pause, and then all over the parking 
lot you could hear car horns beeping as 
one mother after another opened her car 
door remotely.

The four women went on a hunt from 
car to car. They managed to glean a few 
lunches packed away and a few items 
that had been lost under the seats — 
some of which were way too old to be 
eaten. 

In the end, they were able to set out 
two tables and fill them with a wide 
variety of assorted snacks, divided up 
sandwiches, carrot sticks, and celery 
filled with peanut butter.

Ruth, Annaliese, Micah, Gresham, Eli 
and Isaiah all came over to examine the 
selection and they helped themselves, 
but they did not linger at the tables. 
They went back to watch the moms 
take down the tube slide.

Eden had never left her post at the end 
of the slide and though she strained to 
hear any sound that might come out of 
it, the only thing she could say was that 
she had heard a sort of rumble a couple 
of times, but it might have just been the 
ladies working above.

The bolts were almost all out, and the 
crew below were ready to grab hold and 
lower the slide when Mrs. McKown 
said, “Wait a minute; what if they are 
really in there somehow? If we take 
this down, they might not be able to get 
back.” 

***
The coast seemed clear now. The tiger 

and the lion were both gone and all that 
stood before the group was the steep 
flight of stairs — hundreds of steps — 
leading up to about the middle of the 
structure.

With the armed kids in front, they 
moved forward, and as they did, Adam 
said, “I think I know what this is. I 
believe that we have been traveling 
through time and we have gone from 
the ark to the Tower of Babel!” 

“Of course!” replied Ezekiel, “That’s 
what this is, Adam.”

“That would make this a ziggurat!” 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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said Emmalani.

“That would explain why no one is 
around,” added Reuben. 

“It also explains,” said Julia, “why 
everything looks incomplete and aban-
doned.”

Selah, Gray, Jake and Marcus all 
began mounting the stairs and soon 
the others were following. It was a 
long climb, and the day was warm and 
steamy. The dark sky to the 
south was moving up the 
river with deep rumbles of 
thunder.

From midway up the 
structure, one could see 
down river a long way. Rain 
was drifting down from the 
heavy black clouds and now 
they could see lightening 
darting and arcing between 
gaps in the billowing 
clouds.  

They were all on the 
mid-level, and instead of 
steps, the next level up was 
by a long ramp.

“With that storm coming, I don’t know 
if we should try and go up any further,” 
said Amos.

Titus, Jake, and Luke had already 
started up the ramp with Abigail and the 
others right behind. But the words of 
Amos made them all pause — maybe 
he was right.

At that moment, Eleanor pointed 
down to the bottom of the stairs. There, 
prowling back and forth and licking his 
chops, was the tiger.

“Maybe we can find some shelter up 
there,” offered Christian Onstot.

“One way or the other,” said Matthias, 
“the lion went up there and he clearly 
protected us from the tiger before. I 
say, let’s go up the ramp and look for 
shelter.”

They all agreed and up the ramp they 
started. It was steep and cluttered with 
tools, bricks, and even big jars full of 

tar. About halfway up, there was a ter-
rible crash of thunder and a brilliant jab 
of lightening and the heavens seemed to 
open up.

Hail the size of quarters started pelting 
the ramp, mixed with freezing rain. 
Everyone was holding onto each other 
as the jars began sliding down the 
ramp, falling over and spilling their oily 
contents on to the wet surface. The tools 
and bricks began sliding too and the 

kids jumped and dashed right and left to 
get out of the way.

As Christian Sinding jumped over a 
large jug rolling crazily down the ramp, 
he turned and yelled over his shoulder, 
“Look out below!”

Almost at the very top of the ramp 
Jake looked back. Luke was struggling 
and Titus had fallen, but Reuben had a 
hold of him. Jake reached out to grab 
Luke, but when Josiah lost his footing, 
he grabbed his brother’s ankle. 

Luke was jerked back just as Jake 
reached for him. Jake lost his balance 
and tumbled into Luke and the two of 
them carried Josiah and Reuben with 
them.

A human avalanche was forming at 
the top of the ramp and tumbling down 
into everyone else trying to keep his or 
her footing. Soon everyone was tum-
bling, tossing, and sliding. The tangle 

of arms and legs suddenly found itself 
swirling and twirling inside the yel-
low tube again, spiraling towards who 
knows what. 

Josiah Montgomery was the last to 
slip off the ramp and into the tube. He 
looked back up the slope, and there 
standing boldly in the torrential rain, 
watching them fade away, was the great 
lion.

***
Mr. Fisher opened the door to the 

stairs behind the pyramid on the 
platform at the back of the church. He 
flipped the light switch, but nothing 
happened. Pulling out his phone, Mr. 
Brillhart popped on the light and they 
started down the stairs.

“I don’t see them hiding down here in 
the dark,” offered Mr. Davis.

“No, its not likely,” said Mr. Fisher, 
“but we better check it out anyway.”

Out on the bank at the south end of the 
property, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Sawaya, 
Mr. Wagner and Mr. McKown began 
looking in the brush that grew uncut 
from the bank all the way down to the 
road. There were tunnels through the 
brush and Mr. Anderson started down 
one of them.

Mr. Frey, Mr. Hutton and Mr. Onstot 
were making a sweep of the basement 
utility rooms. They began with the one 
in the back of the kitchen. Mr. Frey hit 
the light switch, but once again, noth-
ing. Another phone was pulled out and 
used to illuminate the dark corners of 
the furnace room.

Back in the yard the women were 
debating whether to go ahead and 
remove the tube or not and down below 
Eden, Ruth, Annaliese and the boys felt 
something. It wasn’t an earthquake or 
anything that bold, but a tremor in the 
tube, and it was shaking more and more 
with each second.

NEXT TIME: Tunnels, Tubes 
and Tremors
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