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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 

FEBRUARY 14, 2021 

THE LOVE THAT CAN NEVER BE SEVERED BY FAMINE, OR NAKEDNESS, OR PERIL, OR SWORD 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 A Precious Thing 

 

Her interest in people and other animals was warm, personal, friendly. She always found something to excuse, and as a 

rule to love, in the toughest of them even if she had to put it there herself.  TWAIN 

 

A Special Valentine 

 

Romans 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. 

 

1 John 4:10  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins. 

 

1 John 4:19  We love Him because He first loved us. 

 

THE MESSAGE 

 

Romans 8:28-39  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 

who are the called according to His purpose.  (29)  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 

brethren.  (30)  Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also 

justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  (31)  What then shall we say to these things? If 

God is for us, who can be against us?  (32)  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 

for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  (33)  Who shall bring a charge 

against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  (34)  Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 

furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for 

us.  (35)  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  (36)  As it is written: "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE KILLED ALL DAY 

LONG; WE ARE ACCOUNTED AS SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER."  (37)  Yet in all these things we are more 

than conquerors through Him who loved us.  (38)  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,  (39)  nor height nor depth, 

nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

 

 The Love that Pierces Famine 

 

  The Early Church 

 

Acts 11:27-28  And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch.  (28)  Then one of them, 

named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine 

throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar. 

 

  The Present 

 

   The Delicate Balance 
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   The Justice of God 

 

Ezekiel 14:12-13  The word of the LORD came again to me, saying:  (13)  "Son of man, when a land 

sins against Me by persistent unfaithfulness, I will stretch out My hand against it; I will cut off its supply 

of bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it. 

 

  The Love that Pierces It 

 

Psalms 37:23-26  The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, And He delights in his 

way.  (24)  Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; For the LORD upholds him with His 

hand.  (25)  I have been young, and now am old; Yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, Nor his 

descendants begging bread.  (26)  He is ever merciful, and lends; And his descendants are blessed. 

 

Psalms 33:18-20  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope in His 

mercy,  (19)  To deliver their soul from death, And to keep them alive in famine.  (20)  Our soul waits 

for the LORD; He is our help and our shield. 

 

Psalms 37:18-19  The LORD knows the days of the upright, And their inheritance shall be 

forever.  (19)  They shall not be ashamed in the evil time, And in the days of famine they shall be 

satisfied. 

 

   The Nature of the Promise 

 

   The Nature of Persecution 

 

Oh, dreary, dreary was the lot of Scotland's true ones then— 

A famine-stricken remnant, wearing scarce the guise of men; 

They burrowed few and lonely 'mid the chill, dark mountain caves, 

For those who once had sheltered them were in their martyr-graves 

 

    Two Things 

 

Acts 11:29  Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren 

dwelling in Judea. 

 

Romans 12:9-15  Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.  (10)  Be 

kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one 

another;  (11)  not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  (12)  rejoicing in hope, 

patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;  (13)  distributing to the needs of the saints, 

given to hospitality.  (14)  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  (15)  Rejoice with 

those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep. 

 

   Today 

 

The World Watch List 2020 does not give much hope for the persecuted communities. Indeed, it presents a grim picture of 

the situation of Christians globally making it very clear that the persecution encountered by them continues to get 

worse. The report identifies that, “in 2020, 260 million Christians live in World Watch List top 50 countries where 

Christians are at risk of high, very high or extreme levels of persecution. This is up from 245 million in 2019.” The report 

also emphasizes some important, negative changes within global trends of the persecution of Christians. 
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According to the report, the situation in China continues to worsen as more and more churches in China are experiencing 

pressure at the hands of the Chinese state. Indeed, in the reporting period, over 5,500 churches have been destroyed, 

closed down or confiscated. In India, Christian minorities are subjected to extreme persecution which manifested in at 

least 1,445 physical attacks and death threats against Christians in 2019. In Nigeria, in 2019, approximately 1,350 

Christians were killed for their faith. Indeed, these numbers do not give much hope to the persecuted. FORBES 

MAGAZINE 

 

 The Love that Covers Shame 

 

  Paul in Rags 

 

 2 Corinthians 11:25-27  Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was 

shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep;  (26)  in journeys often, in perils of waters, in 

perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in 

the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;  (27)  in weariness and toil, in 

sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness— 

 

  Historically 

 

   Is It Getting Easier? 

 

 The Final Two Examples 

 

  Peril & Sword 

 

   Peril 

 

If God were not their protection, even in this land of freedom, the followers of the Lamb would be cut off or injured. It is 

the Lord's providence that averts such injuries, or over rules events, for the protection of his people. ROBINSON 

 

Time never yet was when the Lord's people could be safe, if circumstances removed restraint from the wicked. 

ROBINSON  

 

   Sword 

 

This means violence carried to the utmost extremity. It is persecution which stops not with smaller injuries but inflicts 

even death. HALDANE 

 

If they endure such things, so did he. He knew they were to be thus tried when he chose, called, and justified them. From 

eternity his love has been set upon them, (Jeremiah 31:3  The LORD has appeared of old to me, saying: "Yes, 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.).  He has 

died for their sins, He is risen for their justification, reigns in glory for their good, intercedes for them above, is merciful 

and sympathizing towards them, and never changes, for he is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Surely, he will never 

permit the sorrows of his saints to chill or change his love to them. PLUMER 

 

   Stephen 

 

WHAT IS IT LIKE? 

 

Romans 8:38-39  … neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present 

nor things to come,  (39)  nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate 

us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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…whatever we may be called upon to suffer in this life, nothing can deprive us of the love of him who died for us, and who 

now lives to plead our cause in heaven, and, therefore, these afflictions, and all other difficulties, are enemies we may 

despise. HODGE 

 

WHAT S YOURS LIKE? 

 

 So, where do we go from here? Well, knowing the character of God’s love for you—what does your love for Him 

look like? 

 


