
TACOMA BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

INSIDE    —    Missionary stories Page 2    —    Bible lessons Page 3    —    Animals on the loose Page 5    —    Birthdays Page 5    —    Puzzles Page 4

The GazetteThe GazetteThe Gazette
G

JANUARY, 2021 
VOLUME 1, ISSUE 5

TBPC TUBE
TIME TRAVELERS

PART FIVE

Some of the boys, under the leader-
ship of Jake Sawaya, had taken an 
old piece of netting they found by 

the bank of the river, weaved several 
long sticks through the holes, waded 
out into the water, and pushed the poles 
down into the soft bottom.

The boys didn’t know 
it, but this river was 
the home to more than 
40 different types of fish, and it wasn’t 
long before they could see their net 

bowing in the middle and shaking back 
and forth. They grabbed hold of the 
sticks, yanked them out of the muddy 
bottom and pulled the net to shore.

Dragging it up on the bank they found 
the net filled with barbels, other types 
of carp, catfish, and a few spiney eels.
Titus looked at the unfamiliar fish and 

asked, “Do you think they are good to 
eat?”

“They look fine to me,” replied 
Ephraim. “Me too!” said Adam. “Me 
three!” said the hungry Jake. Luke 
picked through the pile of fish with a 
stick and agreed.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



John G. Paton 
was a famous 
Scottish 

Presbyterian 
missionary to the 
South Seas of the 
world. Born in 
1824 and living 
into the early 
20th century, the 
exploits of Paton 
for Christ are well 
documented, and 
anyone who is 
interested in the 
work of missions 
should acquaint 
him or herself with 
this man’s efforts. 
Married twice, 
both of his wives 
were testimonies 
to the challenge 
and joy of serving 
Christ on the 
mission field.
Before Paton be-

came a well-known 
missionary, he was 
just a boy growing 
up in Scotland, and 
like many boys, he 
often had his eyes upon his father. Paton said that 
their home was a modest one — it was a typical 
dwelling place of the time and place — it consisted 
of a “but” and “ben” and a chamber in between.
Those terms may not be familiar, but it is a com-

mon description of an architectural style found 
throughout Scotland. It describes a two-room cot-
tage.
Paton tells us that the little room between the but 

and the ben was rather small, with room for only 

a bed and a small 
table and chair. 
This room in their 
cottage had one lit-
tle window through 
which a little light 
passed.
This room, he 

says, was the 
sanctuary of the 
house. The mis-
sionary statesman 
says that his father 
would go into this 
room often, usually 
after every meal, 
and ... we children 
got to understand 
by a sort of spir-
itual instinct (for 
the thing was too 
sacred to be talked 
about) that prayers 
were being poured 
out there for us, as 
of old by the High 
Priest within the 
veil in the Most 
Holy Place. We 
occasionally heard 
the pathetic echoes 
of a trembling 

voice pleading as if for life, and we learned to slip 
out and in past that door on tiptoe, not to disturb the 
holy [parley].
What a great way for children to remember their 

father — as their intercessor with the Savior — and 
the efforts brought forth rich rewards. Above all, 
this daily effort on his children’s behalf demonstrat-
ed the character of the love that Mr. Paton had for 
his little ones, and the renowned missionary never 
forgot it.         — Edited by Pastor Fisher

The character of love on display
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Parents
This is no simple task you have before you, to raise cove-

nant children. John Angell James, who I reference from time 
to time, made the statement once that it is an interesting and 
important moment in the domestic history of any couple when, 
either by birth or adoption, they add to their titles those of 
mother and father.

Reverend James was speaking in somewhat under-stated 
terms. By interesting, he meant gut-wrench-
ingly, rollercoaster-like, wonderfully chal-
lenging. And by important he meant a life 
and death, awesomely vital moment when 
you take on one of the most essential and 
critical duties in Christendom. 

In order to care for and feed your children 
biblically, you must get the Word of God 
in your heart— because it is the instruction 
book for all of life.

Now this is the commandment, and these 
are the statutes and judgments which the 
LORD your God has commanded to teach 
you, that you may observe them in the land which you are 
crossing over to possess, that you may fear the LORD your 
God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I 
command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the 
days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.  And 
these words which I command you today shall be in your 
heart.” — Deut. 6:1-2,6

This needs to be a concerted effort, not a casual one. It is in 
the Word that you will find out not only what to do and how to 
do it, but why. The better you know it, the better you can apply 
it, and the better you know what to be praying about in regards 
to your children and your parenting.

— Pastor Fisher

Husbands and Wives
“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. Now 

as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit 
in everything to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.” 
— Ephesians 5:22,24-25

A heart let out so far to another person, as marriage requires, 
needs to be even closer to God.

It is clear from what we see in Ephesians five that the service 
that God is calling for from the wife to her husband and the 
husband to his wife, has to be rendered as unto the Lord. 

A man whose heart is not close to the Lord cannot hope to 
love his wife as Christ loves His Church; and no wife can 

render submission to her husband as God requires without first 
possessing a heart-consuming love to Christ.

When our hearts are near to Him, they are refreshed by Him, 
they are supported by Him, they are counseled by Him, and 
they are consoled by Him.

The heart that abides in the comforts of Christ is the heart 
that will be faithful to its mate.         — Pastor Fisher

Teens
“Look carefully then how you walk, not as 

unwise but as wise, making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil.” —Ephesians 
5:15-16

In this stage of life there are a lot of things to 
be thinking about. Where will I go to college? 
What do I want to do with my life? Who do 
I want to be? Many think these questions 
won’t have to be answered for awhile, but 
this doesn’t mean we should put them off. 
Paul makes the point in Ephesians chapter 
5 to be wise and to make the best use of the 

time we have. Use the time you have now to grow in a deeper 
understanding of God and His Word. Opportunities in life will 
come and go, but the one thing that will last forever is the Word 
of God. It is our guide in the joyful times as well as the sorrow-
ful times. It gives peace when there seems to be only confusion 
and doubt. As you look to your future and what comes next, 
keep close the truth and direction that God gives us.

The young adults today are the future pastors and leaders of 
tomorrow. While that can tend to be a cheesy phrase to use, the 
truthfulness is still there. God will preserve His Church, He has 
promised that, but He does so by using faithful people. What-
ever school you end up going to or career path you take, the 
Christian is the light that will shine. Stand firm in the faith now 
so when trial and tribulation come, you can be ready.

— Tyler Brillhart

Singles
“If we prepare our children to be husbands and wives, and God 

calls and equips them to be single, we have lost nothing. On the 
other hand, if we do not prepare our children to be husbands and 
wives, and they (like the overwhelming majority of people) end 
up married someday, we have lost a great deal. Prudence would 
point towards the necessity to prepare our children for marriage, 
and to do so with diligence.” — Dr. Voddie Baucham, What He 
Must Be ... If He Wants To Marry My Daughter.

Dr. Baucham here is speaking of raising up children to be 

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS
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SEE BIBLE, PAGE 4
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CHURCH MEMBER RIDDLES

1. He has sailed the “seven” seas but spends lots of time 
cleaning up after trees.
2. He lived in this town in Wyoming, but never saw a 
“friendly ghost.”
3. She pitched in a championship softball game and won!
4. He is building a major “railroad” in his basement.
5. He has his own YouTube channel and watches things 
from above us all.
6. These among us were all born in another country.

BIBLE QUIZ
Answer the questions and then solve the puzzle at the 
end.

1. A tree with which a famous temple was built.
2. A tree under which idols were buried.
3. A prophet whom a king of Judah slew with the sword.
4. A city in Egypt, prophesied against by three prophets.
5. A tree into which one climbed to see Christ. 
6. The place where the spies obtained the bunch of 
    grapes. 
7. One called “the beloved physician.” 
8. One whose heart the Lord opened.
9. One from whom our Lord was a descendant.
10. One who caused her son to deceive.
The above initials form a name by which our Lord was 
called in the Old Testament — what is it?

Answers next issue

LAST MONTH’S PUZZLE ANSWERS 

1 Who was reigning in Judah when Joseph returned from
   Egypt with the child Jesus? Archelaus 
2 What prophet preached by the side of a river?
   Ezekiel or John the Son of Zacharias (others could be
   named) 
3 Who called the Sadducees a generation of vipers? John
   the Son of Zacharias and Jesus
 4 Who ministered unto Jesus after the temptation in the
    wilderness? Angels 
5 Who were the first called of the disciples? Andrew and?
   (perhaps John) 
6 To whom was the command given follow me and I will
   make you fishers of men? Peter and Andrew 
7 What four disciples were fishermen? Peter, Andrew,
   James and John 
8 Whose birthday was celebrated by dancing? Herod’s

PUZZLES

SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit a short article, family 
news and/or pictures, or if there is anything else 
that you would like to contribute, please send it to 
tacomabpc@gmail.com. We reserve the right to 
edit or exclude any submitted material.

BIBLE FROM PAGE 3
“marriage material” in a biblical sense. However, this does not 
take away from the main point. You do not have to be a child to 
learn, grow, and act like the man or woman who God is calling 
you to be. As Dr. Baucham stated, if you train to be a husband 
and/or wife by a biblical standard striving for godliness, and 
God calls you to singleness there is nothing lost. You have used 
that singleness to work on sanctification, and God has further 
conformed you to the image of Christ. The call to singleness is 
a high call. One that, like all callings from the Lord, God will 
equip you for.

To be single and to desire marriage is a good thing as well, but 
you in your singleness must prepare for marriage while you are 
yet single. Men, learn and grow into what it means to lovingly 
lead a family, to lay down your life. Women, learn and grow into 
what it means to joyfully submit. By doing so you are not only 
answering and obeying according to the calling God has for 
you now at this time, but if you are called to marriage, you are 
honoring and loving your future spouse by growing in sanctifi-
cation.          — Tyler Brillhart

Children
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all cir-

cumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
— 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Christians are the only people on this earth who can have a 
true understanding of what it means to be thankful. For someone 
who does not know Jesus as their Savior, joy is temporary. It is 
bound to this life only. For the Christian, joy is everlasting, for 
the things of this world will come and go. There is loss, hard 
times, things that cause us to fear…and even if things don’t get 
better here on the earth, our sights are not set on things of the 
earth but to things of heaven.

The Bible tells us that we have access to God through Jesus. 
When we pray we are speaking directly to God. When you 
wake up in the morning pray over the day ahead! When some-
thing goes wrong, pray about it. When something goes well, 
give thanks to God for it! There is always a reason to pray and 
because of this we have a reason for joy and thankfulness. And 
for our friends and family that may not know Jesus, be sure to 
pray for them as well so they can know the joy and peace that 
you have too!         — Tyler Brillhart
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The family that built this 
snowman was not expect-
ing this visitor, but the 

rabbit recognized a free meal in 
the snowman’s nose and helped 
himself.

Apparently, the snowman had 
little to say about rabbit lunching 
on his nose. The rabbit finished 
off his snack and hopped on in 
search of other treats leaving the 
snowman sniffless.

Last edition we asked about 
what Joseph said the birds would 
eat. The answer, the chief baker 
— the sad understanding of his 
dream and interpreted by Joseph 
(Gen. 40:16-19).

We also asked the question, 
where does the Bible say storks 
make their homes? The answer 
is…

Psalms 104:17 — Where the 
birds make their nests; The stork 
has her home in the fir trees.

The Bible doesn’t speak of rab-
bits but where does Job say the 
snow vanishes or hides itself?

What does the Book of Prov-
erbs say about snow in summer?

What Bible Presbyterian 
Church has had snow in every 
month of the year?

When is snow last mentioned 
in the Bible?

WILD ANIMALS ON THE LOOSE

‘Hey! Dats my node!’
FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
7 Titus Hutton
9 Kim Zeiger
15 Claire Fisher
16 David Sinding Jr.
17 Gregg Arndt
19 Janet Mullen
20 Reid Davis
22 Amy McMillan 
      Marty Hall
24 David Sinding Sr.
25 Pearl Lee 
      Riley Hutton
26 Micah Onstot

THE 
CHURCH 
BODY
The Tacoma 
Bible Presby-
terian Church 
congregation 
gathers for a 
group photo at 
its new home 
on Tyler Street 
in March, 
2018. 
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Time travelers continued
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Meanwhile, Ezekiel, Josiah Montgom-
ery, Emmalani, and Julia were trying to 
get a fire started.

Abby, Audrey, Eleanor and Selah 
had gathered some dried palm leaves 
and scattered pieces of wood, and 
had stacked them up into two piles. 
Emmalani and Julia were trying to 
get a spark by striking two rocks 
together, while Ezekiel and Josiah had 
used a piece of netting twine and two 
sticks to make a bow that they could 
twirl back and forth, hoping to cause 
enough heat by friction to ignite their 
kindling.

The two projects worked almost 
simultaneously. Julia clacked one rock 
against another, and a shower of small 
sparks fell on some of the broken-up 
palm leaves and a thin trail of smoke 
rose from the pile as a small flame 
appeared.

At almost the same time, the boys 
watched as the dead grass they had 
placed on a rock began to smolder 
under the back-and-forth twist of their 
stick on the rock.

Very carefully, they both nursed their 
little flames until they were able to get 
a good fire going.

Matthias, Gray, Rueben and James 
found some thick reeds by the side of 
the river and cut them down with some 
of the sharp tools they discovered. 
They took some of the fish and skew-
ered them so they could roast them 
over the fire.

Amos, Riley, and Christian Onstot 
gathered big leaves to wrap the fish in, 
and then set these enveloped fish on 
hot rocks that had been placed in the 
middle of the fire.

They were all gathered around the 
two fires, talking and listening to the 

fish sizzle and pop in the fire’s heat. 
The sun was almost down, and a fresh 
breeze swept up from the south along 
the riverbank.

Julianna looked up the river and said to 
the two Christians, “What is that funny 
looking place?” The boys looked north 
and there, in the last shadow of the day, 
they could see a strange sort of moun-
tain or tower, they weren’t sure which, 
shining in the last rays of the sun.

* * *
Back at TBPC, everyone was still 
laughing about the BIG SPILL caused 
by Mrs. Sawaya and Mrs. Anderson.

For the kids riding the tube through 
time, it seemed like they had been 
gone a long while; but to the parents 
and children back at the church, hardly 
any time had gone by at all, leading 
the adults to still believe that this was 
some sort of trick being played by the 
older kids.

Mr. Wagner and Mr. Montgomery 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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asked if anyone had a key to the ga-
rage. They were not sure how the older 
children could have gotten in there 
and managed to lock the padlock on 
the outside, but they thought that they 
better look. Mr. Frey had the key and 
he tossed it to Mr. Wagner who almost 
caught it. He misjudged however, and 
the key bounced off his wrist and it 
skittered across the grass and under the 
old chest of drawers standing against 
the back of the garage. 

The two men tilted it forward while 
Isaiah looked behind and under the 
chest for the lost key.

The problem was, by tilting it forward 
all the drawers fell out. Ruthie and 
Gresham had walked over to see what 
was going on and one of the drawers 
fell on Ruthie’s foot. She wasn’t hurt, 
but she did dance around on one foot for 
a while going, “Ow, ow, ow!” It made 
Gresham laugh. Ruthie laughed too.

Eden ran over and they all helped put 
the drawers back in the chest. Isaiah 
had found the key and gave it to Mr. 
Wagner. He put it in the lock and tried 
to turn it—but it would not budge. 
“Maybe it is rusty,” Mr. Montgomery 
suggested.  “Well, if it is, then the 
children didn’t go in there,” said Mr. 
Onstot.

Mr. Wagner didn’t think it was rusted; 
he believed that they had the wrong 
key. So, he asked Mr. Frey if it might 
be another one. Mr. Frey pulled his 
big ring of keys out of his pocket and 
realized that he had indeed given them 
the wrong one. 

He slipped the right one off the ring 
and, counting to three, tossed it over to 
the men by the door.

This time, Mr. Montgomery was ready 
to catch it, but Micah accidentally 
stepped right in front of him as the key 
came through the air. It conked Micah 

on the head, shot over to the wall, and 
fell down behind the chest of drawers 
— again!

* * *
The baked and roasted fish really hit 
the spot, and everyone was full. Even 
those who didn’t particularly like fish, 
realizing there was nothing else, gave 
it a try, and were surprised at just how 
good it tasted!

Full of fish, everyone slept well. As 
the first rays of daylight crept down 
the slope towards them, the three An-
dersons woke up and walked along the 
river. The water was still as glass and 
it was like looking in a mirror. A thin 
fog tumbled along the far shore.

Claire, Audrey and Ephraim sat up and 
blinked as the sunlight moved across 
their faces. Claire stood up, stretched, 
and ran down to the water’s edge. She 
picked up a dark brown rock and threw 
it as far as she could out into the river. 

It made a loud splash and a thousand 
rings moved away from the place 
where the rock hit the water.

The noise made the Andersons turn 
around quickly, and when they saw 
Claire, they waved and ran back down 
the river bank to the camp.

The Wagners and the Montgomerys 
stood up and fanned out to gather 
some fresh wood, all except Ezekiel. 
He, Julia, Josiah, James and Adam 
huddled together to talk about build-
ing a raft to go down the river to the 
mountain, or whatever it was.

While they were talking, Marcus and 
Eleanor came running back to the 
camp. In their quest for wood, they 
had climbed a small hill. When they 
reached the top, they realized that at 
the bottom, on the other side, there 
was a stand of palm trees, and more 
importantly, down by the river’s edge, 
there was a boat!

The group called everyone together. 
Standing there around the fire, they 
decided to finish the fish for breakfast, 
and then they would load the sleds and 
head up and over the hill to the palm 
tree grove and see about the boat.

Christian Onstot said, “Maybe we can 
pay someone to take us up stream.”

Josiah Anderson asked, “Do we have 
any money?”

Some of the group had a little money, 
so they put  it all together and made 
Titus the treasurer, and then finished 
off the fish.

* * *
Mr. Frey came over to the chest of 
drawers, picked it up and moved it 
aside. There, on the ground, was the 
key.

By now, most of the parents, as well 
as Gresham, Micah, Ruth, Isaiah, 
Annaliese and Eden were all gathered 
around the garage door. Mr. Montgom-
ery pushed the key into the padlock, 
and it went all the way in. He turned it 
slowly but firmly, and the lock popped 
open.

He unhooked it from the door latch and 
pushed open the door—immediately 
the alarm went off, screaming its high-
pitched and irritating warning.

Up in the church, Mr. Peters did not 
know what was going on in the back 
yard. Everyone was gone, so, he had 
locked the church doors and set the 
alarm just seconds before the men 
opened the garage door.

Mrs. Wagner ran to the parking lot and 
got Mr. Peters to go back and disarm 
the alarm while everyone stood around 
holding their ears.

Just as quickly as it started, the alarm 
stopped. Annaliese said, “I am sure 
that they are in there! Where else could 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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they go?” Mr. Wagner reached in and 
flipped the light switch on.
 

* * *
Adam, Amos, and Matthias pulled 
one sled; Ezekiel, Christian, and 
Luke pulled the other. It was hard 
going up the hill, but easy going 
down, and when they reached the 
bottom they were 
standing among a 
big grove of date and 
other palm trees, as 
well as some fig and 
pistachio trees.

They expected to see 
someone in this pleas-
ant grove, but there 
was no one around, 
and the only sound was 
that of the wind in the 
palms.

Making their way to 
the riverbank, they 
found, not one, but 
three boats, half in and 
half out of the water. 
They looked leaky, old, 
and abandoned. 

Jake and Josiah Ander-
son pushed one out off 
the bank, but it started 
to fill with water very 
quickly. They paddled 
back with their hands 
as frantically as they 
could, and James and 
Rueben splashed out 
into the river to fetch 
them to shore.

Julianna, Gray and 
Selah turned over 
another boat and saw 
a big crack in the hull. 
“Do you think we can 

fix them?” asked Emmalani. “It would 
be better than trying to build rafts,” 
replied Julia.

So they all set to work. Abby and 
Audrey got the fishing net off of one 
of the sleds and waded out to set it and 
trap dinner.

Josiah Anderson and Josiah Mont-

gomery, along with the two Christians, 
Onstot and Sinding, went back into 
the grove to see if there were any ripe 
dates or figs. 

Eleanor, Annaliese, Riley, Gray and 
Julia worked to pull the boats up out of 
the water and turn them over.

Ephraim, Marcus, Amos and Titus 
rummaged through 
the tools on the sleds 
looking for items that 
could be used to fix the 
boats.

Everyone was busy, 
but it was so very, 
very quiet—too quiet. 
There were no boats 
on the river. There 
were no people on the 
roads, slopes or hills. 
They did see a few 
birds and saw some 
animal prints, but this 
place was strangely 
silent.

And in the distance, 
sitting mutely by 
the river, was that 
thing.

Matthias walked over 
to Ezekiel and Emmal-
ani and said, “I just 
figured out what that 
thing looks like —a 
giant wedding cake!”

Adam, who was stand-
ing nearby said, “If all 
goes well, we’ll find 
out what it’s all about 
tomorrow.” 
 
NEXT TIME: 
THE MYSTERY 
UP RIVER!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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During the War for American 
Independence when the British were 
threatening New York, Lord William 
Howe was charged with making an 
appeal for peace with the American 
leaders. It was a mere gesture and had 
no real prospects of ending the conflict. 
This was in the summer of 1776.

In order to make his offer, Lord 
Howe sent a representative under a 
flag of truce with a letter for General 
Washington. The letter was addressed to 
George Washington, Esq.

When it was offered to General 
Washington’s representatives, they 
refused it, saying that there was no 
one in their army by that address. The 
British representative then asked how 
the general wished to be addressed. The 
Americans responded by saying, “You 
are well aware of his rank and standing 
in this army.”

Lord Howe tried to skirt the issue by 
sending the letter again — this time 
addressed to George Washington, Esq., 
Etc., Etc.

Again, the letter was turned away.
Finally, Howe asked if Washington 

would be willing to accept an emissary 

of his, a colonel, for a personal 
interview.

The general agreed and when the 
British officer appeared at the American 
headquarters, he was received with all 
military courtesy and exposed to the 
reality of the American army and its 
sincerity.

He sat down across the table from 
the impeccably dressed general and 
slid across the letter, still addressed to 
George Washington, Esq., Etc., Etc. 
The General told him that he could not 
accept such correspondence because 
it was addressed to him as a private 
citizen and he was not one; nor was he 
empowered to operate as a negotiator 
with the British. He was a representative 
of the American government, a general 
in command of an army, and could not 
and would not accept private letters 
from the enemy.

The colonel was dumbstruck and 
returned to Lord Howe duly impressed.

You see, the only way that General 
Washington would accept any sort of 
normal relationship was if his station 
and authority were recognized.

Now, this is a subtle but important 
point — men, women and children 
often seek a familiar and chummy 
relationship with God without first 
acknowledging His station and authority 
as God. 

These efforts do not blend with His 
Word.

For You are not a God who takes 
pleasure in wickedness, Nor shall evil 
dwell with You. The boastful shall 
not stand in Your sight; You hate all 
workers of iniquity. — Psalm 5:4-5

“The unthinking many imagine it to be 
a very easy matter to approach the Most 
High.”  — CH Spurgeon

The warm, peaceful and joyful 
relationship that exists between 
God and His people follows their 
acknowledgment of Him as the one 
true, holy and righteous God, who is the 
rightful Judge of all men, and their only 
Savior.

And Moses said to Aaron, “This is 
what the LORD spoke, saying: ‘By 
those who come near Me I must be 
regarded as holy; And before all the 
people I must be glorified.’” So Aaron 
held his peace. — Leviticus 10:3  

BY PASTOR FISHER

GEORGE WASHINGTON, ESQ., ETC., ETC.

WASHINGTONHOWE


