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This is not something you 
will see every day, a Great 
Blue Heron swallowing a 

baby alligator! Believe it or not, 
the heron managed to get the 
whole thing down in one gulp.

It happened at a lake near Or-
lando, Florida, on December 5th.

The wildlife photographer who 
took the picture, Shellie Gilliam, 
said it took the heron half an 
hour to swallow this unexpected 
lunch.

The big bird’s diet is described 
as “highly variable and adapt-
able.” It includes insects, ro-
dents, birds, snakes, turtles, fish 
and —obviously — reptiles.

They are quiet hunters who 
stand still until their prey comes 
by, then they strike it with the 
strong bill, pick it up and swal-
low it. 

What did Joseph say the birds 
would eat? 

Where does the stork makes it 
home?

Last time we asked how many 
times swine appear in the Bible. 
Using the NKJV, the number is 
20 times in 19 different verses.

Jesus makes mention of swine 
or has some connection with 
them in Matthew 7 and 8, and in 
Luke 15.
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How would you like to 
be known by the name 
Mussoodoondhutt? That is 

the transliteration of the name of a 
young man who lived in India. 
I am going to call him Muss for 

short. Muss came to know Jesus 
while he was in college in India. 
No one witnessed to him, but he 
read the Bible and other Christian 
works while a student, and the 
Lord Jesus made him His very 
own by faith.
After he graduated from college, 

he sought out a Christian mission-
ary to baptize him. The mission-
ary listened carefully to Muss’ 
testimony and was thrilled to hear 
how God had blessed His Word in 
the heart of the young man.
But he told Muss that he did not 

think it was wise to be baptized 
just yet. The young man was 
disappointed, but the missionary 
explained why. He told him that 
no one in his family or among his 
friends knew about this yet and 
that once they heard, he might 
find the way very hard. 
He did not want him to make the 

commitment unless he understood 
the consequences, for fear that 
Muss might be tempted to deny 
the faith and thereby bring shame 
on himself and the Gospel.
Muss, thankfully and by the 

grace of God, saw the wisdom 
in this and agreed to wait. After 
some time he contacted his family 
and friends and let them know of 
his decision.
The missionary was right about 

the reaction. Muss’ father wrote 
him immediately saying:

“Mussoodoondhutt! I understand 
that you propose to abandon the 
religion of your ancestors, and to 
become a Christian; do you know 
what will be the consequences? 
That day we shall disown you 
for our son, and celebrate your 
funeral obsequies; that day you 
forfeit your right to your inheri-
tance; that day you will be driven 
from your caste, and be treated as 
the offscouring of all things; that 
day your relatives and kinsmen, 
and all that know you, will pass 
you upon the street, and cover 
you with scorn and contempt; that 
day you will subject yourself to 
a hundred civil disabilities, and 
sink into eternal infamy. Mus-
soodoondhutt! Are you a fool? Is 
this to be the end of your superior 
education? You, who are so well 
known and so highly respected 
in Calcutta, are you thus to be 
overwhelmed in disgrace and 
ruin? Reconsider this question, I 
entreat you, and act not the part of 
a madman or of a fool.”
But the young man was unmoved 

in his love for Christ and was 
willing to go on.
Now, his father, seeing that he 

would not be swayed by anger, 
tried sweetness and bribery. He 
told him to go to England and be a 
Christian, sending him the money 
for the journey and asking him to 
go away.  But Muss replied, “No, 
father! I cannot act the part of a 
hypocrite. I return the bribe of a 
hundred pounds. I will not go to 
England that, in a strange coun-

Missionary stories

2

At the age of 10, Scottish-born 
David Livingstone began working 
14-hour days at a cotton mill. 
He used his first paycheck to 
help provide food for his family, 
including his younger broth-
ers and sisters. He was given 
a small portion to spend on 
himself and he bought a book 
on Latin grammar.

His father read the Bible with 
his family every evening and 
much of Sunday was spent at 
church or reading God’s Word.

Livingstone became an explorer 
and missionary to Africa. In 1884, 
he led villagers on a lion hunt in 
which he was attacked, leaving 11 
permanent tooth marks.

Through his life he kept his 
eyes on the eternal prize no 
matter what his endeavor: 
“(I am) serving Christ when 
shooting a buffalo for my men 
or taking an observation, (even 
if some) will consider it not 
sufficiently or even at all mis-
sionary.”

DAVID
LIVINGSTONE

SEE MUSS, PAGE 4



Parents
The theologian, Dr. Robert L. Dabney, once pointed out that 

the last prophecy regarding the coming of the Gospel Age 
promised an evident revival among parents who would exhibit 
faithfulness to God and their children and a renewal of godly 
holiness in the home.

The prophet Malachi, under the direction of God the Holy 
Spirit said,

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
Before the coming of the great and dreadful 
day of the LORD. And he will turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, And the hearts 
of the children to their fathers, Lest I come 
and strike the earth with a curse. 
— Malachi 4:5-6

 After 400 years of silence, when Gabriel 
appears to Zacharias, the father of John the 
Baptist, this promise is renewed.

“Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your 
prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you shall call his name 
John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice 
at his birth. For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and 
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will 
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will 
also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘TO TURN 
THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN,’ and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.” — Luke 1:13-17  

Sometimes, trying to raise children in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord seems like a daunting task — it seems that way 
because it is — but it is important to remember that behind your 
efforts is the covenant intention of God. The first half of your task 
is obvious to you as a Christian parent because your hearts are 
turned toward your children in love, as disciples of Jesus Christ.

What you are looking for is the work of the Spirit on the 
other side: His turning of the hearts of the children to their 
fathers. This is where trust in the covenant promise of God and 
confidence in His wisdom, power and grace is to be exercised 
by men and women of faith.

— Pastor Fisher
Husbands and Wives

Isaiah 61:10 — I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul 
shall be joyful in my God; For He has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righ-
teousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, And 
as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

The great and glorious jewel of the Christian, as the Bride of 
Christ, is his or her justification through the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ at Calvary. 

It is the thing that makes the bride beautiful. It is the thing that 
the bride possesses that is of the greatest value. It is the thing 
that shows just how much she is loved.

Brooks wrote, “A sincere Christian looks upon the righteous-
ness of Christ as that which renders him most splendid and 

glorious in the eyes of God.”
Now, it must be the prayer of both husband 

and wife that God will graciously equip you 
to maintain this picture in your relationship 
for the rest of your lives together. It is by 
putting Him first in your love and care, that 
you can best preserve what you have.

There is one who is, if we may use the term, 
insanely jealous of the Bride of Christ.  Satan 
despises the love and communion that exists 
between Christ and His redeemed, and that 
jealousy drives him to aim at and disturb 
marriages — the picture of the relationship 

between Christ and His Church — out of sheer spite. 
The only way you can protect yourselves from the malice that 

pours out from that jealousy is by praying that the Lord will pre-
serve your union and protect it by His grace — increasing your 
love for each other and guarding your fidelity to one another 
before Him.

— Pastor Fisher
Singles

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; “The LORD is 
my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”  
— Lamentations 3:22,24

The word ‘steadfast’ is seen throughout the Bible, and many 
times it is used to describe God’s love. To be steadfast is to be 
unchanging or immovable. This speaks to the faithfulness of 
God in our lives. Think about the times when God has made 
clear his provision for you. We can often miss it if we are 
focused on other things or people. To have our heart and mind 
set on Christ as our ultimate fulfillment of any and every want 
or desire is where we must be. Our ultimate goal in life should 
never be focused on worldly wants and desires; our ultimate 
goal in life is to glorify God in the way we live. God knows the 
desires of our hearts, and if those desires are to come to pass 
they will do so in God’s timing. Until then, let our current situ-
ations and circumstances drive us deeper into relationship with 
our everlasting Father.

— Tyler Brillhart

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS

3

SEE BIBLE, PAGE 5



4

Last Issue’s Answers
The answer to the Proverb puzzle is found in Proverbs 13:20  
“Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the com-
panion of fools will suffer harm.”
                            
Answers for some first questions from the Bible:

• What is the first 
name of the wom-
an mentioned after 
Eve? Adah — Gen-
esis 5:19

• What is the first 
mountain men-
tioned? Ararat

• Who was the first pilgrim? Abram

• Who was the first man named by the Lord before his birth? 
Ishmael

• Who was the first to weep? Hagar

NEW PUZZLE 

1) Who was reigning in Judah when Joseph returned from 
Egypt with the child Jesus? 
2) What prophet preached by the side of a river? 
3) Who called the Sadducees a generation of vipers?
4) Who ministered unto Jesus after the temptation in the 
wilderness? 
5) Who were the first called of the disciples?
6) To whom was the command given “follow me and I will 
make you fishers of men?” 
7) What four disciples were fishermen? 
8) Whose birthday was celebrated by dancing?

Find the answers in the next issue

PUZZLES

SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit a short article, family news and/or pictures, or if there is anything else 
that you would like to contribute, please send it to tacomabpc@gmail.com. We reserve the right to 
edit or exclude any submitted material.

try, and among a strange people, I may 
avow my attachment to the Redeemer. I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to salvation to 
everyone that believeth. No. But in my 
native land, in the city where I was born 
and brought up, and where, you say, I 
am so highly respected, I wish to bear a 
public testimony to the truth, and give 
an example to my fellow students, and to 
all men, of that decision which I think it 
becomes them to manifest at the present 
time. Nothing will, I hope, prevent me 
from soon carrying my determination 
into effect.”
And so, satisfied that Muss had count-

ed the cost and made his decision, the 
missionary baptized him, and Muss had 
printed in the Gazette of Calcutta (yes, 
that really is the name) an announcement 
of his baptism with this poem that he 
wrote for the occasion:

Long sunk in superstition’s night 
By sin and Satan driven 
I saw not, cared not for the light 
Which leads the blind to heaven. 
I sat in darkness; reason’s eye
Was sunk, was closed in me;
I hasten’d to eternity
O’er error’s dreadful sea.
But now, at length, thy grace, O Lord! 
Bids all around me shine;
I love thy sweet, thy precious word,
I bow before thy shrine.
I’ve broke affection’s tenderest ties
For my dear Saviour’s sake;
All  — all I have beneath the skies, 
Lord! I for thee forsake.

MUSS FROM PAGE 2
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The people who walked in darkness 
Have seen a great light; Those who dwelt 
in the land of the shadow of death, Upon 
them a light has shined. You have mul-
tiplied the nation And increased its joy; 
They rejoice before You According to the 
joy of harvest, As men rejoice when they 
divide the spoil. For You have broken the 
yoke of his burden And the staff of his 
shoulder, The rod of his oppressor, As in 
the day of Midian. For every warrior’s 
sandal from the noisy battle, And gar-
ments rolled in blood, Will be used for 
burning and fuel of fire. For unto us a 
Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And 
the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of His government and peace There will 
be no end, Upon the throne of David and 
over His kingdom, To order it and estab-
lish it with judgment and justice From 
that time forward, even forever. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 
— Isaiah 9:2-7

Commenting on these verses, Matthew 
Henry says, “... it is matter of comfort to 

us, when things are at the darkest, that he 
who forms the light and creates the dark-
ness has appointed to both their bounds 
and set the one over against the other. He 
can say, ‘Hitherto the dimness shall go, 
so long it shall last, and no further, no 
longer.’  ”

And so, it was, that in the fullness of 
time — the piled-up evidence, the grow-
ing light, and the patient expectation — 
all gave way to the blessed fulfillment of 
all that was promised. God chose, in the 
fullness of time, to push open the gates 
and release the pressure created by all 
these things and His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, was born in Bethlehem. The glory 
of the LORD was being revealed, And all 
flesh saw it together; because “the mouth 
of the LORD had spoken it.”

When the Lord speaks on any single oc-
casion, the whole testimony of His glory 
as God is attached to His Word. All His 
divine attributes, from His holiness and 
righteousness, to His justice and omnipo-
tence, are behind those words. Any given 
promise carries such weight, because it is 
the Word of the Living God, that it must 

and will be performed.
In this case, however, you have His 

promises — from the promise at the fall 
of man to the close of the prophetic period 
— a period covering thousands of years 
and a host of types, symbols, pledges 
and promises — all coming to fruition 
with the full faith and confidence of the 
Almighty bringing it to pass, just as He 
had spoken it.   

The thing is certain, for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. One clear prophecy 
on any point pledges the divine perfec-
tions to bring it to pass. But where much 
is said on a subject it shows that God 
regards the matter as of great importance 
and would have us fully assured and often 
reminded of its accomplishment.  
— William Plumer

The LORD on high is mightier than the 
noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty 
waves of the sea. Thy testimonies are very 
sure: holiness becomes Your house, O 
LORD, forever. — Psalms 93:4-5 

What a glorious privilege is this, to have 
the star of the Word pointing us to Christ, 
and the loadstone of the Spirit drawing!  
— Thomas Watson

BY PASTOR FISHER

IN THE FULLNESS OF TIME

BIBLE FROM PAGE 3
Teens

May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound 
in hope. — Romans 15:13

The more we study God’s Word the 
better understanding we will have of the 
world around us. There are days where 
everything feels like it’s falling apart 
around us. This last year has been quite 
the rollercoaster of all kinds of things 
we didn’t expect. There were disap-
pointments and unknown outcomes, and 
every time things seemed to be getting 
better something else would happen. This 
doesn’t mean that there is no hope for the 
future, even though sometimes it may 

seem that way. As we dive deeper into 
God’s Word and see his character and na-
ture on display, we can take comfort that 
he is our hope, joy, and peace even when 
things seem uncertain. To understand, 
know, and believe that God is in complete 
control of everything that comes to pass is 
a comfort and peace no one else can give 
to us.           — Tyler Brillhart

Children
Let the word of Christ dwell in you rich-

ly, teaching and admonishing one another 
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.  — Colossians 3:16

When we are saved by Jesus we are 
made into a new creation. The old is 

gone and the new is here! God de-
sires our worship. Worship is not just 
something we do at church on Sunday, 
but we can and should worship God 
every day of our lives in everything we 
do. When we wake up, when we go to 
bed, when we go to school, when we’re 
playing with our friends. All of this can 
be done to and for the glory of God. 
The Apostle Paul tells us here to focus 
on the words of Jesus and to respond 
by singing songs to him and having an 
attitude of thankfulness because of the 
kindness and mercy that he has shown 
us. God delights in our worship and 
he uses it to bring us into a closer and 
deeper relationship with him.

— Tyler Brillhart
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Everything and everyone picked 
up speed and all were moving 
very quickly now, tumbling 

and rolling through a rainbow of light, 
round and round. At one point the tun-
nel of light seemed 
to turn upward, and 
as each boy or girl 
reached the crest of the loop in the 
slide, everything cleared for just an 
instant and they could look down on 
a mountain range. There, sitting on a 
plateau, sat the ark with the door open. 
Just a little below the ark, on a flat 
spot on the side of the mountain, you 
could see a little gathering of people 
and the smoke from a fire drifting up 
into the fresh, bright air.

If you looked back, you could see 
the tube tunnel, like a great rainbow 
arcing its way over the little family 
gathered around the fire down on the 
ground below.

But the smoke quickly curled its way 
up, up, up, and soon blocked out the 
whole scene, and the children were 
suddenly tumbling through the tunnel 
again, down, down, down.

***
At the church, Mr. Onstot had gath-
ered a few of the fathers and mothers 
and they were making their way to the 
back of the church to investigate. They 
moved in little groups, chatting as 
they went down the front walk, around 
the big rock, and into the backyard.

Eden, Anneliese, Isaiah, Gresham and 

Ruth were still watching the play-
ground from outside the fence, and 
Mr. Onstot thanked them for obeying 
and not trying to climb on the struc-
ture or to follow the others.

Mrs. Montgomery took Eden by the 
hand and asked her to describe exactly 
what was going on. Eden carefully 
explained that one child after another 
climbed up into the play tower, and 
jumped or slid into the big, twisted tu-
bular slide and, while everyone waited 
for them to come out at the bottom, no 
one did.

Mr. Anderson asked, “Did you hear 
anything?”

Gresham replied, “Just a sort of shout 
— it didn’t make any sense — there 

weren’t any real words.”

The parents decided that the older 
children had to be playing a trick on 
the younger ones.

Mr. Wagner said, “Martin, didn’t you 
say that you went up there and went 
down the slide yourself? Was there 
anything strange about it?”

“No,” said Mr. Onstot, “it was just like 
you would expect and I fell out on the 
ground at the bottom.”

“It must be a trick,” said Mr. Ander-
son.

Mr. McKown went through the gate 
and looked up the slide from the 
bottom. Mrs. Sawaya started up the 
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ladder. They were both determined to 
get to the “bottom” of the matter.

***
The children who had disappeared in 
the slide started slowing down as they 
shot along in the colorful tube. This 
time it was James who came rolling 
out of the tube slide and on to the 
ground first. There was no grass, just 
mud — well, actually, muddy clay. He 
hit the ground and then shot like an 
arrow across the wet clay until he hit 
an embankment feet first.

Very quickly the others were shoot-
ing across the slick, watery clay and 
sliding into the wall of earth too. Little 
sprays of water would shoot out as 
each one careened through the mud 
and into the embankment.

James had managed to get to his feet, 
and he climbed up and out of the mud 
pit onto a field of thick green grass 
that ran down the slope of a great hill.
 
He followed the slope with his eye 
and it fell gently away to a great river 
that gleamed like polished gold in the 
setting sun. Here and there the banks 
of the river were crowded with palm 
trees, and as he looked up stream, he 
saw a strange and wonderful sight.

One by one, the kids pulled them-
selves up onto the grass, stood up and 
looked over the same scene — stop-
ping with an “ohh,” or a “wow,” or a 
gasp at the strange sight.

***
Back at the church, Mrs. Sawaya 
stooped down and looked into the tube 
slide. “Mr. McKown? Do you see any-

thing from down there?” she asked.
Mr. McKown climbed into the mouth 
of the slide a little way and said, “No, 
Mrs. Sawaya, nothing.”

Mr. McKown pulled out and Mrs. 
Anderson stuck her head inside.  She 
couldn’t see anything either, but she 
heard a little yelp from above and 
before she knew it, she saw Mrs. 
Sawaya’s feet coming down the slide 
right at her. She tried to get out of the 
way, but Mrs. Sawaya was moving too 
fast.  Mrs. Sawaya hit Mrs. Anderson, 
who bumped into Mr. McKown, who 
hit Mr. Anderson, who pushed the 
gate open, hitting Mr. Wagner, who 
stumbled backward and stepped on 
Isaiah’s foot. Isaiah fell over, knock-
ing into Annaliese.  Annaliese lost her 
balance and fell against Gresham, who 
bumped into Micah, who tried to grab 
a hold of Ruth, who reached out for 
Eden and they all went down together. 

Mrs. Sawaya sat up, smiled and said, 
“Well, at least we know the slide 
works!”

***
The 24, now 25 with the addition of 
Ezekiel, were sprawled on the grass, 
drying off in the sun. It had been a 
wild ride and they needed some time 
to rest before deciding what to do 
next.

Lying on his back with his arms be-
hind his head, Jake said to no one in 
particular, “I’m getting hungry.”

In fact, everyone was getting hungry. 
Matthias sat up and shielded his eyes 
from the sun and, squinting, he looked 
over at the strange building that sat 

down river from them.

“I think we might be able to get some-
thing to eat over there.”

“Yes,” said Selah, “I see some smoke. 
Maybe they are cooking something.”

“We might,” said Josiah Montgomery. 
“But it is a long way off.”

Rueben, who was kneeling nearby 
said, “We could build some rafts and 
float down the river to that thing and 
see what is around there. There are 
some tools over here that someone left 
behind.” 

“We could borrow them,” said Ab-
igail. “No one seems to be around. 
When we are done we can bring them 
back up here to these mud fields.”

Ephraim and Marcus walked over to 
examine the tools.  There were a few 
axes and several mauls, a hammer and 
some other sharp-bladed tools. There 
was also a handful of muddy sled-like 
things that you could drag across the 
grass.

Ezekiel said, “Let’s load up the sleds 
and start down to the river before it 
gets dark.”

Everyone agreed and they took the 
tools, put them on the sleds which 
they pulled with ropes down toward 
the river. It was a longer walk than 
they had expected and when they got 
to the river’s edge, it was much wider 
than they had thought.

Jake looked out over the muddy river 
and said, “Is there anything we can 
use for a fishing pole? I sure am hun-
gry.”

To be continued ...
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