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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 

DECEMBER 27TH, 2020 

WHAT DO YOU FEAR IN THE NEW YEAR? 

MESSAGE: What Do You Fear in the New Year? 

 

THE INTRODUCTION: FEAR AND THE 

INCARNATION 

 

Perspective 

 

 On the Edge 

 

 Big Waves Ahead 

 

Isaiah 41:10  Fear not, for I am with you; Be not 

dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, 

Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 

righteous right hand.' 

 

Fear and the Incarnation Story 

  

 

 It Begins with Zacharias and Ends with Joseph 

 

Luke 1:11-12  Then an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him, standing on the right side of the altar of 

incense.  (12)  And when Zacharias saw him, he was 

troubled, and fear fell upon him. 

 

Luke 1:64-65  Immediately his mouth was opened 

and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, praising 

God.  (65)  Then fear came on all who dwelt 

around them; and all these sayings were discussed 

throughout all the hill country of Judea. 

 

Matthew 2:22  …that Archelaus was reigning over 

Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to 

go there. And being warned by God in a dream, 

he turned aside into the region of Galilee. 

 

 Fear-At Large 

 

Zephaniah 3:14-17  Sing, O daughter of Zion! Shout, 

O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O 

daughter of Jerusalem!  (15)  The LORD has taken 

away your judgments, He has cast out your enemy. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; You 

shall see disaster no more.  (16)  In that day it shall 

be said to Jerusalem: "Do not fear; Zion, let not your 

hands be weak.  (17)  The LORD your God in your 

midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over 

you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He 

will rejoice over you with singing." 

 

Luke 1:67-75  Now his father Zacharias was filled 

with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, 

saying:  (68)  "Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For 

He has visited and redeemed His people,  (69)  And 

has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house 

of His servant David,  (70)  As He spoke by the 

mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since 

the world began,  (71)  That we should be saved 

from our enemies And from the hand of all who 

hate us,  (72)  To perform the mercy promised to our 

fathers And to remember His holy 

covenant,  (73)  The oath which He swore to our 

father Abraham:  (74)  To grant us that we, Being 

delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might 

serve Him without fear,  (75)  In holiness and 

righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 

 

Types of Fear 

 

Reverence and Dread. 

 

Reverence of God is… 

 

Proverbs 14:26-27  In the fear of the LORD there is 

strong confidence, And His children will have a 

place of refuge.  (27)  The fear of the LORD is a 

fountain of life, To turn one away from the snares of 

death. 

 

Dread of the world and its circumstances is… 

 

Galatians 2:11-13  Now when Peter had come to 

Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he 

was to be blamed;  (12)  for before certain men 

came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; 

but when they came, he withdrew and separated 

himself, fearing those who were of the 

circumcision.  (13)  And the rest of the Jews also 

played the hypocrite with him, so that even 

Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. 

  

Reverence is a gift of… 

 

Dread is a tool of… 

 

Reverence leads to… 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1  Therefore, having these promises, 

beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of 

the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 

God. 

 

Dread produces… 

 

Numbers 13:31-14:3  But the men who had gone up 

with him said, "We are not able to go up against the 
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people, for they are stronger than we."  (32)  And 

they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the 

land which they had spied out, saying, "The land 

through which we have gone as spies is a land that 

devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom 

we saw in it are men of great stature.  (33)  There 

we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came 

from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in 

our own sight, and so we were in their 

sight."  (14:1)  So all the congregation lifted up their 

voices and cried, and the people wept that 

night.  (2)  And all the children of Israel complained 

against Moses and Aaron, and the whole 

congregation said to them, "If only we had died in 

the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this 

wilderness!  (3)  Why has the LORD brought us to this 

land to fall by the sword, that our wives and 

children should become victims? Would it not be 

better for us to return to Egypt?"   

 

Reverence does not… 

 

Psalms 19:9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring 

forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and 

righteous altogether. 

 

Dread, on the other hand, lives in…  

 

Those who reverence God… 

 

Proverbs 19:23  The fear of the LORD leads to life, 

And he who has it will abide in satisfaction; He will 

not be visited with evil. 

 

Those who live in fear… 

 

THE ONE THING TO BE SURE TO BE AFRAID OF 

FOR A SAFE AND HAPPY 2021 

 

Isaiah 8:13  The LORD of hosts, Him you shall hallow; 

Let Him be your fear, And let Him be your dread. 

 

1 Peter 3:13-16  And who is he who will harm you if 

you become followers of what is good?  (14)  But 

even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you 

are blessed. "AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OF THEIR 

THREATS, NOR BE TROUBLED."  (15)  But sanctify the 

Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to 

give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason 

for the hope that is in you, with meekness and 

fear;  (16)  having a good conscience, that when 

they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your 

good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 

 

 First, we must honor as holy, or that is, sanctify or 

hallow the LORD of hosts. 

 

  Hallow 

 

Psalms 19:7-10  The law of the LORD is perfect, 

converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is 

sure, making wise the simple;  (8)  The statutes of the 

LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The 

commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 

the eyes;  (9)  The fear of the LORD is clean, 

enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are 

true and righteous altogether.  (10)  More to be 

desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine 

gold; Sweeter also than honey and the 

honeycomb. 

 

  The Lord of Hosts 

 

2 Kings 6:17  And Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, I 

pray, open his eyes that he may see." Then the 

LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he 

saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses 

and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

 

Psalms 68:17  The chariots of God are twenty 

thousand, Even thousands of thousands; The Lord is 

among them as in Sinai, in the Holy Place. 

 

Psalms 19:1-4  To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of 

David. The heavens declare the glory of God; And 

the firmament shows His handiwork.  (2)  Day unto 

day utters speech, And night unto night reveals 

knowledge.  (3)  There is no speech nor language 

Where their voice is not heard.  (4)  Their line has 

gone out through all the earth, And their words to 

the end of the world. In them He has set a 

tabernacle for the sun, 

 

Isaiah 55:12  "…you shall go out with joy, And be led 

out with peace; The mountains and the hills Shall 

break forth into singing before you, And all the trees 

of the field shall clap their hands. 

 

 Secondly, you must let Him be your fear. 

 

Deuteronomy 26:8  So the LORD brought us out of 

Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched 

arm, with great terror (or fear-inspiring deeds) and 

with signs and wonders. 

 

Revelation 15:2-4  And I saw something like a sea of 

glass mingled with fire, and those who have the 

victory over the beast, over his image and over his 
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mark and over the number of his name, standing 

on the sea of glass, having harps of God.  (3)  They 

sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the 

song of the Lamb, saying: "Great and marvelous 

are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true 

are Your ways, O King of the saints!  (4)  Who shall 

not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For 

You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and 

worship before You, For Your judgments have been 

manifested. 

 

 Thirdly, let Him be you dread. 

 

Luke 12:4-5  "And I say to you, My friends, do not be 

afraid of those who kill the body, and after that 

have no more that they can do.  (5)  But I will show 

you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He 

has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to 

you, fear Him! 

 

…fear man less, fear God more. MH  

 

Hebrews 11:27  By faith he forsook Egypt, not 

fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as 

seeing Him who is invisible. 

 

Psalms 90:2; 93:1-2; 103:14-18 and 106:47-48  Before 

the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had 

formed the earth and the world, Even from 

everlasting to everlasting, You are God.  The LORD 

reigns, He is clothed with majesty; The LORD is 

clothed, He has girded Himself with strength. Surely 

the world is established, so that it cannot be 

moved.  Your throne is established from of old; You 

are from everlasting.  …He knows our frame; He 

remembers that we are dust.  As for man, his days 

are like grass; As a flower of the field, so he 

flourishes.  For the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 

And its place remembers it no more.  But the mercy 

of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting On 

those who fear Him, And His righteousness to 

children's children, To such as keep His covenant, 

And to those who remember His commandments to 

do them.  Save us, O LORD our God, And gather us 

from among the Gentiles, To give thanks to Your 

holy name, To triumph in Your praise.  Blessed be 

the LORD God of Israel From everlasting to 

everlasting! And let all the people say, "Amen!" 

Praise the LORD! 

 

 If someone asks you, what are you afraid of in 2021, 

I hope and pray you can answer… 

 


