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The GazetteThe Gazette
There is big trouble in the 

Windy City! Chicago is 
beginning to have more and 

more trouble because of a growing 
trend in the downtown areas.
It is not rats or other low-class 

vermin, but coyotes, raccoons, 
skunks, possums, and various 
other “barnyard” animals that are 
plaguing the city.
One Chicago alderman suggest-

ed to a woman who was afraid a 
coyote might harm her little dog, 
that when she came upon one of 
the roaming carnivores, she should 
pick up her dog and hold it in front 
of her to make the little pooch look 
bigger.
The woman was not impressed 

with the alderman’s suggestion.
At the edge of the city, and 

creeping ever more toward the 
heart of Chicago, are pigs, goats 
and horses.
The city council is concerned 

because animal control is neither 

budgeted nor well-equipped to 
handle these types of creatures.
If you are aware of Chicago’s 

past — as the meat-packing 
capital of the world — you will 
appreciate the irony that stems 
from their not knowing what to 
do with animals in 2020.
How often are swine mentioned 

in the Bible? Three times Jesus 
either refers to or deals with 

swine — what are the three 
occasions?
Last time we asked how many 

different sorts of owls are men-
tioned in the Bible?
Here is the answer:
1. Short-eared
2. Little
3. Fisher
4. Screech
5. White

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

1    Quinton 
      Blackburn
2    Gresham Davis
5    Emmalani 
      Wagner
6    Andrew Fisher
11   Judith Collins
      Eden 
      Montgomery
12  G.W. Fisher
16  Fred 
      Aschenbrenner
21 Winter 
      Bracewell
26 Margaret 
      Sinding
30 Dick Flood
      Linda Lane 
31  Kelsey Frey

Wild animals on the loose

Pig corrals in 1900s Chicago

INSIDE THIS EDITION     —    Missionary stories Page 2     —     Bible lessons Page 3     —     Puzzles Page 4     —     Time Tube travelers Page 6



An old missionary who 
had the distinction of 
hearing the great George 

Whitefield, compiled a group of 
missionary stories for children, 
and this is part of one of those 
stories.
One other thing I should tell 

you first is that when he went to 
hear Whitefield, he was not in 
the least concerned with his sin, 
his soul or the Savior. White-
field was famous, and the man 
just wanted to be able to brag 
to people that he had heard him 
preach.
But Jesus had this man marked 

out for Himself, and though he 
came to hear Whitefield with no 
intention of finding Christ, Jesus 
had every intention of finding 
him.
Here is part of one of this man’s 

stories for children.
And when they shall say unto 

you Seek unto them that have 
familiar spirits and unto wizards 
that peep and that mutter: should 
not a people seek unto their 
God? for the living to the dead? 
ISAIAH 8:19 
The Christian religion differs 

from all kinds of superstition in 
nothing so much as in this that 
its grand and inspiring princi-
ple is love. God is love; Christ 
is love; the Holy Spirit is love; 
redemption is a scheme of love; 
regeneration is an act of love; 
sanctification is a work of love; 
all spiritual enjoyments on earth, 
and all the blessedness of heav-
en, spring from love. What a 
divine and animating principle! 

But in [other religions and cults] 
the very reverse is the case. Fear 
is the only principle that is felt 
and known in their idol wor-
ship and leads them to deeds of 
charity to acts of self-denial and 
to dreadful sacrifices to avert 
threatened calamities. What can 
inspire them with such fears? 
They are afraid at the signs of 
heaven, at the changes of the 
seasons, at the fury of the ele-
ments, at the events of Provi-
dence, at beings that are seen and 
not seen. The flight of a crow 
across their path will prevent 
them from undertaking a journey. 
Their cattle and their children 
often die as they suppose from 
sorcery and witchcraft. Wiz-
ards inspire them with terror, 
and while Satan leads them like 
slaves captive at his will, they 
worship him with awful appre-
hensions and will offer him their 
most precious and endearing ob-
jects with the hope of appeasing 
his vengeance.
But while idolatry exercises 

such a degrading influence over 
its dedicated followers, Christi-
anity drives away these fears and 
brings love and peace and hope 
and joy to the mind. No sooner 
are poor superstitious idolaters 
turned from darkness to light and 
from the power of Satan unto 
God, than they set the powers of 
evil at defiance. They are freed 
from this slavery; they seem to 
breathe more freely, and to live 
under a new dispensation and 
rejoice in Christ as their great 
deliverer.

Missionary stories
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George Whitefield was born 
in Ireland in 1714. He was the 
youngest of seven children, with 
five brothers and one sister.

When he was 4 years old he 
became seriously ill with the 
measles — something that 
would be easily cured today — 
and he nearly died. His father 
died when he was a baby and 
his mother raised him, teach-
ing him the things of the Lord.

Although George was a 
rebellious boy who caused 
trouble as a young man, by 
1735 he had committed his 
life to following the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He became a traveling 
preacher and one of the first 
open-air preachers, speaking 
to more than 40,000 people 
at one time about their need 
for a Savior.

GEORGE 
WHITEFIELD



Parents
Genesis 18:19    — For I have chosen him (Abraham), that 

he may command his children and his household after him to 
keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, 
so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has prom-
ised him.”

The saints of old were continually grafting principles of holy 
knowledge in their children. As husbandmen, when they have 
planted young trees, they set stays or props 
around them to keep them from bending. 

Children are young plants. The heavenly 
precepts of their parents are like stays set 
about them, to keep them from bending 
to error and profane sinfulness. When can 
there be a fitter season to disseminate and 
infuse knowledge into children than in their 
younger years?

— Edited from Thomas Watson
(The Beatitudes)

Husbands and Wives
Marriage is a wonderful thing.  Sadly, its reputation suffers 

awfully at the hands of sinners. Men and women often ignore 
God in every way in the matter and then blame the institution 
for their woes. Too many never pray about their relationship, 
too many refuse to be ruled by God’s Word in their marriage, 
and too many break the bonds of matrimony contrary to God’s 
Word—all the while wondering why things did not go well.  

The bonds of matrimony can be full of joy and blessing.  
They can be rich and useful and filled with contentment, peace 
and security and at the same time wonderfully touched by 
excitement, surprise and passion. 

The Puritans often have an understated way of saying things. 
David Dickson in his commentary on the Psalms put it this 
way, “Marriage is a state of life, well beseeming (or which 
looks good on) the godly (couple), and it neither hinders the 
fear of God, nor the (couple’s) felicity (happiness), but consists 
well therewith.”

— Pastor Fisher

Singles
Ephesians 5:15-16  — Look carefully then how you walk, not 

as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because 
the days are evil.

Singleness to the world looks a lot different than singleness 
in the Bible. The world paints a picture of freedom to do what-
ever you want. Paul calls us to make the best use of our time 
and to be wise in what we do. In singleness, this is devoting 

ourselves to the work of Christ without having divided inter-
ests (1 Cor. 7:32-35). To use the time of singleness that God 
has given you to devote yourself to the Lord is the direction 
for both those who are called to eventually get married and 
those who are not. Christ must be the center of our lives no 
matter what season we may be in because only he can truly 
fulfill us. The gift of singleness is an open door to opportunity 
to serve the Lord.        — Tyler Brillhart

Teens
Philippians 2:14-15   — Do all things with-

out grumbling or disputing, that you may 
be blameless and innocent, children of God 
without blemish in the midst of a crooked 
and twisted generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world.

Temptation is all around us to look and act 
a certain way. These expectations change 
as the culture and society changes. We are 
told there is no such thing as absolute truth, 
but only what you believe truth to be. The 
thing is, truth is the only thing that has never 

changed. When we take a stand on the truth that is Scripture 
and the message of the gospel, we have become enemies of 
the world. To hold to truth is to be set apart. The picture is 
painted that the teenage years are the years that rebellion is 
normal and is to be expected. We send a strong message to this 
generation when we submit to and obey our parents in joy and 
without grumbling. When we abandon truth, we have iden-
tified with this twisted generation, but when we embrace the 
truth that is Christ we shine as lights in the world.  
       — Tyler Brillhart

Children
Psalm 103:13 — As a father shows compassion to his chil-

dren, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.
There are a lot of pictures of God in the Bible. There are 

many titles given to him. It is good for us to reflect on these 
titles. One of these pictures that God gives to us to show

us His love is that of a father. This is a picture of both com-
fort and authority. Our parents care for us and provide for us. 
They seek what is best for their children. Our Heavenly Father 
knows what is best for us. One day, when we grow up we will 
no longer depend on our parents like we do when we are chil-
dren, but we will always depend on God to lead us and care 
for us. And just like our parents will always be our parents, 
when we know Jesus, we will always be children of God.

— Tyler Brillhart

BITE-SIZED BIBLE LESSONS
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LAST WEEK’S ANSWER
• The Proverb is found in Proverbs 
15:1 — It starts with the tenth letter 
down on the right-hand column and 
begins with the letter A.

* ANSWERS NEXT WEEK TO 
PUZZLE ABOVE

SOME FIRST QUESTIONS FROM THE BIBLE:
1. What is the first name of the woman mentioned after 
    Eve?
2. What is the first mountain mentioned?
3. Who was the first pilgrim?
4. Who was the first man named by the Lord before his 
    birth?
5. Who was the first to weep?

To find it you’ll need to start at the correct letter.

HIDDEN VERSE PUZZLE

PUZZLES

SUBMISSIONS
If you would like to submit a short article, family news and/or pictures, or if there is anything else 
that you would like to contribute, please send it to tacomabpc@gmail.com. We reserve the right to 
edit or exclude any submitted material.
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One of the most familiar refrains of 
this season comes from the hymn, 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory.”  

In most American versions each verse is fol-
lowed by the response:

Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!

In England, however, another tune is often 
used. Gloria in excelsis Deo is often sung in 
place of the one written by James Montgom-
ery, the Scottish publicist and hymn writer.

Montgomery’s parents were missionaries 
and they both died in Barbados when he was 
only six. This led to a somewhat unstable 
start to life for the young boy, but when he 
was hired to write for a newspaper, he found 
his calling and never turned back.

Eventually he owned his own paper and was 
jailed twice for taking an editorial position 
that was not popular with the King and the 
British government, but he remained a god-
ly Christian throughout his life and left a 
lasting testimony to his faith in some 400 
hymns, ten of which may be found in our 
Trinity Hymnal, including, of course, this 
one.

Now, as is often the case, a verse has been 
dropped from the poem as it was originally 
composed by Montgomery on Christmas Eve 
in 1816. He published it that night in the 
evening edition of his newspaper — perhaps 
when you read it you can imagine why this 
verse has been dropped from this otherwise 
popular hymn.

Sinners, wrung with true repentance, 

  Doomed for guilt to endless pains, 
Justice now revokes the sentence; 
  Mercy calls you, break your chains; 
   Come and worship, — 
Worship Christ the new-born King.

This verse has been replaced at different 
times throughout history, but the original 
beautifully expresses the call of the Gospel 
that true repentants may hear the mercy call 
of the Gospel and break their chains of sin 
and death, that justly sentence them to God’s 
holy judgment, by coming and worshiping 
Christ, the Savior, the new-born King.

Hebrews 2:14-15 Inasmuch then as the 
children have partaken of flesh and blood, 
He Himself likewise shared in the same, that 
through death He might destroy him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
release those who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.

The sound of the Gospel is always comfort-
ing and encouraging to the truly repentant. It 
is like the balm of Gilead to the ailing soul; 
as a light that shines in the darkness to those 
who walk in the shadow of death; and like 
the joyful sound of a trumpet that wakes the 
dead to spiritual life. 

Psalms 95:6-7  Oh come, let us worship and 
bow down; Let us kneel before the LORD our 
Maker. For He is our God, and we are the 
people of His pasture, and the sheep of His 
hand. Today, if you will hear His voice…

Rutherford says, “The doctrine of the Gos-
pel is like the dew and the small rain that 
distills upon the tender grass, wherewith it 
doth flourish and is kept green.”

ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY
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Up the ramp creatures of every 
description climbed, crawled, 
and galloped. The children 

standing near the bow of the ark and 
looking down toward the open door 
watched as the great 
vessel seemed to 
swallow them up. 
There were low growls and high-
pitched cries, moans, bellows, and 
roars.

Jake bumped Luke’s arm and said, “Do 
you think we can get inside?”

Claire piped up and said, “I don’t think 
there is room for us on that ramp — one 
of those animals would push us off.”

Selah, Abigail, and Julianna agreed. 

“We might even get trampled,” said 
Eleanor.

Matthias, Marcus, Ephraim and Rue-
ben were standing together and trying 
to identify the various animals. They 
had picked out wambats, sunbears, and 
Aye-Ayes. Adam and Amos saw what 
looked like a Gharail, but they weren’t 
sure. Ephraim interrupted the fun with 
a serious question.

“I don’t know exactly how we got here 
and I am unsure of how we are going 
to get home, but I do know this: It is 
going to start raining soon and what 
will we do then?”

James overheard the question and 
asked the group gathered around him 

about it. Soon everyone was discussing 
what to do when it would start to rain.

Meanwhile, the long line of creatures 
continued to wend its way into the 
belly of the ark.

Back at the church, Mr. Onstot had 
gathered all the younger children 
around. He assured them that every-
thing was OK and that he would get 
the other parents and they would figure 
out what was going on.

Ruth really wanted Micah to take her 
up to the slide, but Mr. Onstot made all 
the children promise to stay put.

He walked out the gate, down over the 
patio, up the stairs and then as soon 
as he was out of sight of the children, 
he ran for the church to find the other 

parents.

A few were outside, but most were still 
gathered in little groups and chatting in 
the church. Mr. Onstot asked the out-
side folks to come inside with him and 
he quieted everyone down saying, “I 
need to make an announcement — can 
I have your attention, please.”

Slowly the little groups of adults 
stopped talking and looked at Mr. 
Onstot.

He wasn’t exactly sure what to say 
because he wasn’t sure what was going 
on, but he swallowed hard and said, 
“Something is going on out at the play-
ground and I think some of the older 
kids might be playing a trick on the 
younger ones and I think we’d better 
address it.”

THE TBPC TUBE 
TIME TRAVELERS

PART THREE



At the ark, Josiah wandered back 
around the bow of the great boat and 
saw that on the other side there was 
some scaffolding still standing up 
against the ark. There was a ladder and 
it looked like if you could climb the 
ladder and walk out onto a platform, 
from there you might be able to get up 
onto the boat.

He ran back to the crowd of kids, and 
tugging at Titus’ sleeve he said, “I 
think we can get up on the boat!”

The two Christians were standing 
nearby and Christian Onstot looked at 
Christian Sinding and said, “What is he 
talking about?”

Christian S. walked over to his sister 
and said, “Can you come talk with 
Josiah?” 

Selah, Julia, Emmalani and Gray all 
went over to Josiah, who told them that 
he thought there was a way onboard 
the ark from the other side.

Luke was still watching the animals 
when he thought he heard a sound 
that wasn’t animal-like. It wasn’t a 
growl, or a bellow, or a cry — it was a 
rumble.

He looked up and the sky was getting dark. 

By now, several of the small groups 
of children were moving back around 
the bow to see Josiah’s ladder and 
platform. Sure enough, there it was; 
and though the ladder looked very tall, 
there was a platform at the top that 
seemed to touch the upper deck of the 
ark.

In the church, Mr. Wagner listened to 

Mr. Onstot and then leaned over to 
Ezekiel and said, “Go find your broth-
ers and sisters.”

Ezekiel trotted out the door, down the 
sidewalk and around to the playground. 
Gathered inside the fence he saw Eden 
and Anneliese, Isaiah, Gresham, and 
Ruth all talking excitedly.

“Dad wants to know where everyone 
is, where’s sister?”

“I am not sure,” said Anneliese. “She 
was up there, but now she’s gone.”

Ezekiel climbed up on the playground 
and Gresham shouted, “They went in 
the tube slide.” Zeke worked his way 
over to the slide and looked inside.

“There is no one up here!” he shouted 
down.

“Inside,” said Micah, “Inside the slide 
is where they went.”

Ezekiel leaned in, lost his footing, and 
fell headfirst into the slide.

At the ark, everyone had lost interest 
in the parade of animals, and all the 
kids were lining up to climb the ladder. 
The older kids let the younger ones go 
between each of them to help them up 
the long ladder.

There were ten boys and girls on the 
ladder when the wind began to pick up. 
“Faster,” yelled Jake as Luke was still 
not quite at the platform high above the 
ground.

Julia waited at the bottom, making sure 
everyone started up the ladder.

Abigail missed her footing and slipped 
a bit; Audrey was right behind her and 
grabbed her leg and helped steady her.

Up, up they went, and all twenty-four 
of them made it to the platform. But as 
more and more of them reached the top 
of the ladder, the more the platform it-
self creaked and swayed. In fact, it had 
moved so far away from the ark that no 
one could get on, not even by jumping.

There were two or three still on the 
ladder and the others were holding 
on to a loose railing tied together 
with ropes, when there was a loud 
“CRACK!”

Marcus cried out, “There are too 
many of us!” But it was too late. The 
legs of the scaffolding cracked one by 
one, the ladder broke away from the 
platform, and everyone began falling 
— well, not so much falling as tum-
bling and sliding, just like they had 
in the tube slide earlier.  They swirled 
around through a tunnel of flashing 
and changing colors.

Matthias turned a corner upside down 
and with so much speed that it made 
him a little sick to his stomach, but just 
as he swirled upright again, his brother 
Ezekiel fell from the ceiling above him 
and was caught in the current of kids 
— all swirling and careening down-
ward — but no one knew where they 
were headed. Was it back to the church 
or somewhere, sometime else?

Poor Mr. Onstot was having a hard 
time explaining things to the parents 
and other adults. They were having a 
hard time figuring out what all the fuss 
was about; but he understood, because 
he was not sure himself.

NEXT TIME: Among the Bricks!
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