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On March 22, 2020, I entered the Grace Bible Presbyterian Church’s 

pulpit for a very different service. A total of three people were in the building. 

Over the next six weeks, we would adjust the service details, but one truth 

became painfully apparent. These services were not corporate worship. From 

the start, we had the goal of assisting with family worship. We were not trying 

to replace our services but to offer resources. The internet opens many doors 

for these resources. On May 10, we resumed services. As the piano played 

the introduction, joy overcame me—worship had returned. 

Each Christian must 

navigate the details of returning 

to church. There is one thing we 

must acknowledge: permanently 

staying home for the healthy 

would be a grave mistake. The 

timing of your return to church will vary, Christian, but return you must. 

Today, our Christian experience emphasizes the personal over the 

corporate. We tend to think of church in terms of getting. Each Sunday, we 

challenge the pastor to bless us, despite our grumpy disposition. When this 

is our goal, the pastor can accomplish this task, whether we sit in our living 

rooms or sit together in one location. This notion, however, misses the 

glorious picture of corporate worship. In worship, we are active in our giving. 

We are giving glory to God, and we are seeking to exhort and encourage 

those with us. 

This vital role of giving and ministering to others helps us to grasp the 

need to gather together for our corporate worship. There are many reasons 

corporate worship is not possible online. For example, consider the organic 

nature of encouraging one another with our singing (Col 3:16), or the fact we 

cannot eat the same bread and drink from the same cup when we sit spread 

across the city. For sure, there is a virtual facsimile to these aspects of 

worship, but they are not the real thing. Another reason, a pressing gospel 

reason, is about access. When God drove Adam and Eve from the Garden, 

He placed a flaming sword to keep them from the tree of life (Genesis 3:24). 

Fallen humanity lost the life-sustaining joy of walking with God in the 

garden. The work of our Savior restores our access. In this present age, we 

have a taste of it. 

In Hebrews 10:19-25, we read, “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 

enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He 

consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High 

Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full 

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession 

of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us 

consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking 

the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 

exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 

approaching.” 

Corporate worship is a taste of our access to the Father. Our gathering 

together means more than convenience. Our gathering is itself a very picture 

of the gathering which will happen in eternity. Christ’s cross-work 

extinguished the flaming sword. We have now been brought near by the 

blood of Christ. Here, the writer roots the church’s assembling (v. 25) in the 

doctrine of our access to the Father. With boldness, the church enters the 

Holiest by the blood of Jesus and draws near to God with a sincere heart in 

full assurance of faith. 

The picture of assembling finds final 

expression at the end of the Bible. In 

Revelation 21, God places the new 

Jerusalem upon the new Earth. In this 

one city, all of God’s people dwell in the 

presence of our God. Video conferencing 

is a powerful tool. It is a tool that helps us 

navigate the distance between us. Our 

Triune God gave corporate worship to be 

a foretaste of Heaven. That foretaste only is manifest as we gather together 

to lift our voices together in praise of our God. 

As this pandemic ends, may the people of God do what the people of 

God always have and always will—meet together for worship. 
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