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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 

OCTOBER 11, 2020 

STRIVING IN PRAYER—PART 3 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

THE GAME YOU CAN’T SEEM TO WIN 

 

 Siblings and Older Friends 

 

 The Big Game 

 

 Real Life Call to Duty 

 

Ephesians 6:10-19  Finally, my brethren, be strong in 

the Lord and in the power of His might.  (11)  Put on 

the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the wiles of the devil.  (12)  For we do 

not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 

principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 

the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 

wickedness in the heavenly places.  (13)  Therefore 

take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 

all, to stand.  (14)  Stand therefore, having girded 

your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate 

of righteousness,  (15)  and having shod your feet 

with the preparation of the gospel of 

peace;  (16)  above all, taking the shield of faith 

with which you will be able to quench all the fiery 

darts of the wicked one.  (17)  And take the helmet 

of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God;  (18)  praying always with all prayer 

and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this 

end with all perseverance and supplication for all 

the saints—  (19)  and for me, that utterance may 

be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly 

to make known the mystery of the gospel, 

  

   WHY SUCH A FAVORITE? 

 

It is armor forged on no earthly anvil, and tempered by no 

human skill. JOHN EADIE 

 

   BEGGING FOR ACTION 

 

    An Illustration 

 

   WHAT ABOUT YOU? 

 

THE ACTIONS REQUIRED 

 

STANDING YOUR GROUND 

 

Ephesians 6:11  Put on the whole armor of God, that 

you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. 

 

Ephesians 6:13  Therefore take up the whole armor 

of God, that you may be able to withstand in the 

evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

 

 The Meaning 

 

  Upright and Active   

 

…to stand in front of (the enemy), with the view of opposing. 

EADIE 

 

The Christian armor is not worn for idle parade, or as holiday 

attire. The enemy must be encountered. EADIE 

 

  The Wiles 

 

2 Corinthians 2:11  lest Satan should take 

advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his 

devices. 

  

 The Necessary Preparation 

  

The believer has not only to defend himself, but also to attack 

his spiritual enemies; and the latter is as necessary to his 

safety as the former. It will not do for him to act only on the 

defensive, he must endeavor to subdue as well as to resist. 

CHARLES HODGE 

 

PRAYING 

 

Ephesians 6:18-20  praying always with all prayer 

and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this 

end with all perseverance and supplication for all 

the saints—  (19)  and for me, that utterance may 

be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly 

to make known the mystery of the gospel,  (20)  for 

which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may 

speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

 

Romans 15:30  Now I beg you, brethren, through 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the 

Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to 

God for me. 

 

 Priorities 

 

Acts 26:22  Therefore, having obtained help from 

God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small 

and great, saying no other things than those which 

the prophets and Moses said would come— 

 

It is not armor or weapons which make the warrior. As the 

Christian has no resources of strength in himself, and can 

succeed only as aided from above, the apostle urges the duty 

of prayer. HODGE 

 



2 
 

Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly to the 

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need. 

 

 The Meaning 

 

  God and God Alone 

 

Psalms 71:4-6  Deliver me, O my God, out of the 

hand of the wicked, Out of the hand of the 

unrighteous and cruel man.  (5)  For You are my 

hope, O Lord GOD; You are my trust from my 

youth.  (6)  By You I have been upheld from birth; 

You are He who took me out of my mother's womb. 

My praise shall be continually of You. 

 

   An Illustration 

 

  Specifically Expressed Needs 

 

  Not Seasonal, but Perpetual 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18  pray without 

ceasing,  (18)  in everything give thanks; for this is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

 

 Watchful and Persevering 

 

  In What? 

 

The Christian's armour will rust except it be furbished and 

scoured with the oil of prayer. GURNALL 
 

  Hindrances 

 

 Worldliness:  

 

Ephesians 6:5-9  Bondservants, be obedient to those 

who are your masters according to the flesh, with 

fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to 

Christ;  (6)  not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, 

but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God 

from the heart,  (7)  with goodwill doing service, as 

to the Lord, and not to men,  (8)  knowing that 

whatever good anyone does, he will receive the 

same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or 

free.  (9)  And you, masters, do the same things to 

them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own 

Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality 

with Him. 

 

 Time-Efficiency:  

 

Colossians 1:9-12  For this reason we also, since the 

day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and 

to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of 

His will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding;  (10)  that you may walk worthy of 

the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every 

good work and increasing in the knowledge of 

God;  (11)  strengthened with all might, according 

to His glorious power, for all patience and 

longsuffering with joy;  (12)  giving thanks to the 

Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. 

  

  

 On the Behalf of all Saints 

 

  Yourself 

 

  Your Loved Ones 

 

  All Men (Saints and Sinners) 

 

Proverbs 15:8  The sacrifice of the wicked is an 

abomination to the LORD, But the prayer of the 

upright is His delight. 

 


