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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

STRIVING IN PRAYER—PART 2 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

DESIRING TO BE HEARD 

 

 Radical Efforts 

 

 Counter Productive Demands 

 

  Violence Breeds Violence 

 

Proverbs 11:5b  …the wicked will fall by his own 

wickedness. 

 

  The Testimony of History 
 

Job 20:4-5  "Do you not know this of old, Since man 

was placed on earth,  (5)  That the triumphing of 

the wicked is short, And the joy of the hypocrite is 

but for a moment? 

 

OTHERS DESPERATE TO BE HEARD 

 

A NEW QUESTION 

 

 Last Week’s Question 

 

 This Week’s Is… 

 

  A Difference 

 

  What Is It Like? 

 

ROMANS 15:24 

 

 Paul’s Plan 
 

Romans 15:24  whenever I journey to Spain, I shall 

come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, 

and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I 

may enjoy your company for a while. 

 

 Paul’s Concern 

 

Romans 15:30-32  Now I beg you, brethren, 

through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the 

love of the Spirit, that you strive together with 

me in prayers to God for me,  (31)  that I may 

be delivered from those in Judea who do not 

believe, and that my service for Jerusalem 

may be acceptable to the saints,  (32)  that I 

may come to you with joy by the will of God, 

and may be refreshed together with you. 

 

  Urgency 

 

  The Task 

  

   Strive Together 

 

The word here employed signifies the strongest exertion, 

alluding to the struggle of wrestlers in the games. 

HALDANE 

 

   What Was He Asking? 

 

Genesis 32:24-32  Then Jacob was left alone; and a 

Man wrestled with him until the breaking of 

day.  (25)  Now when He saw that He did not 

prevail against him, He touched the socket of his 

hip; and the socket of Jacob's hip was out of joint 

as He wrestled with him.  (26)  And He said, "Let Me 

go, for the day breaks." But he said, "I will not let You 

go unless You bless me!"  (27)  So He said to him, 

"What is your name?" He said, "Jacob."  (28)  And 

He said, "Your name shall no longer be called 

Jacob, but Israel; for you have struggled with God 

and with men, and have prevailed."  (29)  Then 

Jacob asked, saying, "Tell me Your name, I pray." 

And He said, "Why is it that you ask about My 

name?" And He blessed him there.  (30)  So Jacob 

called the name of the place Peniel: "For I have 

seen God face to face, and my life is 

preserved."  (31)  Just as he crossed over Penuel the 

sun rose on him, and he limped on his 

hip.  (32)  Therefore to this day the children of Israel 

do not eat the muscle that shrank, which is on the 

hip socket, because He touched the socket of 

Jacob's hip in the muscle that shrank. 

 

SO, YOU WANT TO BE HEARD 

 

 In the Days of Isaiah 
 

Isaiah 64:7  And there is no one who calls on Your 

name, Who stirs himself up to take hold of You; For 

You have hidden Your face from us, And have 

consumed us because of our iniquities. 

 

 What About Our Great Intercessor? 

 

When God hears our prayers, it is neither for our own 

sakes nor yet for our prayers' sake, but it is for his own 

sake, and his Son's sake, and his glory's sake, and his 

promise's sake. BROOKES 
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Prayer is only lovely and weighty, as the heart is in it, 

and not otherwise. It is not the lifting up of the voice, nor 

the wringing of the hands, nor the beating of the chest, 

nor an affected tone, nor studied motions, nor angelic 

expressions, but the stirrings of the heart, that God looks 

at in prayer. BROOKS 

 

 He Makes the Striving Effectual 

 

• Hannah… 
 

1 Samuel 1:10  And she was in bitterness of soul, and 

prayed to the LORD and wept in anguish. 

 

• David… 
 

Psalms 61:1-2  To the Chief Musician. On A Stringed 

Instrument. A Psalm of David. Hear my cry, O God; 

Attend to my prayer.  (2)  From the end of the earth 

I will cry to You, When my heart is overwhelmed; 

Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 

 

• Elijah… 

 

James 5:17  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, 

and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and 

it did not rain on the land for three years and six 

months. 

 

• Hezekiah and Isaiah… 
 

2 Chronicles 32:20  Now because of this King 

Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, 

prayed and cried out to heaven. 

 

• The Savior… 
 

Luke 22:44  And being in agony, He prayed more 

earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops 

of blood falling down to the ground. 

 

 ELEMENTS OF STRIVING 

 

o Faith 
 

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to 

please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 

diligently seek Him. 

 

Mark 11:24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things 

you ask when you pray, believe that you receive 

them, and you will have them.   

 

o Perseverance (no fainting) 
 

Luke 18:1  Then He spoke a parable to them, that 

men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 

 

o Earnestness/Fervency 
 

Isaiah 62:6-7  I have set watchmen on your walls, O 

Jerusalem; They shall never hold their peace day or 

night. You who make mention of the LORD, do not 

keep silent,  (7)  And give Him no rest till He 

establishes And till He makes Jerusalem a praise in 

the earth. 

 

o A Fixed Mind 
 

Jeremiah 29:13  And you will seek Me and find Me, 

when you search for Me with all your heart. 

 

Isaiah 33:6  Wisdom and knowledge will be the 

stability of your times, And the strength of salvation; 

The fear of the LORD is His treasure. 

 

o Meekness 
 

Isaiah 66:2  For all those things My hand has made, 

And all those things exist," Says the LORD. "But on 

this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a 

contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word. 

 

o Forgiveness 
 

Mark 11:24  "And whenever you stand praying, if 

you have anything against anyone, forgive him, 

that your Father in heaven may also forgive you 

your trespasses. 

 

o Thanksgiving 
 

Philippians 4:6  Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 

God; 

 

1 Peter 3:8-12  Finally, all of you be of one mind, 

having compassion for one another; love as 

brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous;  (9)  not 

returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on 

the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called 

to this, that you may inherit a blessing.  (10)  For "HE 
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WHO WOULD LOVE LIFE AND SEE GOOD DAYS, LET 

HIM REFRAIN HIS TONGUE FROM EVIL, AND HIS LIPS 

FROM SPEAKING DECEIT.  (11)  LET HIM TURN AWAY 

FROM EVIL AND DO GOOD; LET HIM SEEK PEACE 

AND PURSUE IT.  (12)  FOR THE EYES OF THE LORD ARE 

ON THE RIGHTEOUS, AND HIS EARS ARE OPEN TO 

THEIR PRAYERS; BUT THE FACE OF THE LORD IS 

AGAINST THOSE WHO DO EVIL."   

 

 


