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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 

STRIVING IN PRAYER 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

HEARING 

 

 The Ear of Mankind 

 

 The Ear of God 

 

  He Hears the Whisper 

 

Psalms 139:2&4  …You understand my thought 

afar off.  (4)  For there is not a word on my 

tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know it 

altogether. 

 

  All Things Under all Circumstances 

 

2 Kings 6:11-12  Therefore the heart of the king 

of Syria was greatly troubled by this thing; and 

he called his servants and said to them, "Will 

you not show me which of us is for the king of 

Israel?"  (12)  And one of his servants said, 

"None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet 

who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words 

that you speak in your bedroom." 

 

  The Cry of Innocent Blood 

 

Genesis 4:10  "What have you done? The voice 

of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the 

ground. 

 

  Sin’s Cry for Punishment and Justice 

 

Genesis 19:13  …we will destroy this place, 

because the outcry against them (the sins of 

the people of Sodom and Gomorrah) has 

grown great before the face of the LORD, and 

the LORD has sent us to destroy it." 

 

James 5:1-4  Come now, you rich, weep and 

howl for your miseries that are coming upon 

you!  (2)  Your riches are corrupted, and your 

garments are moth-eaten.  (3)  Your gold and 

silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be 

a witness against you and will eat your flesh like 

fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last 

days.  (4)  Indeed the wages of the laborers 

who mowed your fields, which you kept back 

by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers 

have reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 

 

  The Complaints Against Him 

 

Numbers 14:27  "How long shall I bear with this 

evil congregation who complain against Me? I 

have heard the complaints which the children 

of Israel make against Me. 

 

Malachi 1:1-2a  The burden of the word of the 

LORD to Israel by Malachi.  (2)  "I have loved 

you," says the LORD. "Yet you say, 'In what way 

have You loved us?'  

 

Malachi 1:6  "A son honors his father, And a 

servant his master. If then I am the Father, 

Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, 

Where is My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts 

To you priests who despise My name. Yet you 

say, 'In what way have we despised Your 

name?' 

 

  He Hears Every Idle, Profane or 

Rebellious Word 

 

Malachi 3:13  "Your words have been harsh 

against Me," Says the LORD, Yet you say, 'What 

have we spoken against You?' 

 

Mark 2:6-8  And some of the scribes were sitting 

there and reasoning in their hearts,  (7)  "Why 

does this Man speak blasphemies like this? 

Who can forgive sins but God alone?"  (8)  But 

immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit 

that they reasoned thus within themselves, He 

said to them, "Why do you reason about these 

things in your hearts? 

 

  He Hears the Cries of the Humble and 

Proud 

 

Psalms 10:17-18  LORD, You have heard the 

desire of the humble; You will prepare their 

heart; You will cause Your ear to hear,  (18)  To 

do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, 

That the man of the earth may oppress no 

more. 
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Psalms 34:17-18  The righteous cry out, and the 

LORD hears, And delivers them out of all their 

troubles.  (18)  The LORD is near to those who 

have a broken heart, And saves such as have 

a contrite spirit. 

 

Psalms 35:10  All my bones shall say, "LORD, 

who is like You, Delivering the poor from him 

who is too strong for him, Yes, the poor and the 

needy from him who plunders him?" 
 

  The Challenges and Curses of the 

Ungodly 

 

Ezekiel 35:12-14  Then you shall know that I am 

the LORD. I have heard all your blasphemies 

which you have spoken against the mountains 

of Israel, saying, 'They are desolate; they are 

given to us to consume.'  (13)  Thus with your 

mouth you have boasted against Me and 

multiplied your words against Me; I have heard 

them."  (14)  'Thus says the Lord GOD: "The 

whole earth will rejoice when I make you 

desolate. 

 

Psalms 59:7-8  Indeed, they belch with their 

mouth; Swords are in their lips; For they say, 

"Who hears?"  (8)  But You, O LORD, shall laugh 

at them; You shall have all the nations in 

derision. 

 

  He Hears the False Teaching in His 

Name 

 

Jeremiah 23:25  "I have heard what the 

prophets have said who prophesy lies in My 

name, saying, 'I have dreamed, I have 

dreamed!' 

 

  He Hears the Sinful Silence 

 

Jeremiah 8:6  I listened and heard, But they do 

not speak aright. No man repented of his 

wickedness, Saying, 'What have I done?' 

Everyone turned to his own course, As the 

horse rushes into the battle. 

 

 In Summary 

 

WHAT IS HE HEARING FROM YOU? 

 

 Outwardly and Inwardly 

 

 The Character of the Christian Life 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18  pray without 

ceasing,  (18)  in everything give thanks; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

 

Colossians 4:2  Continue earnestly in prayer, 

being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 

 

Ephesians 6:17-18  And take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the word of God;  (18)  praying always with all 

prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being 

watchful to this end with all perseverance and 

supplication for all the saints— 

 

1 Peter 4:7  …the end of all things is at hand; 

therefore be serious and watchful in your 

prayers. 

 

 Assessing Our Calling 

 

• Is prayer neglected? 

 

• Is prayer a formality? 

 

God hears no more than the heart speaks. If the heart be 

dumb, God will certainly be deaf. BROOKS 

 

• Is prayer a duty of conscience? 

 

• Observing what you are doing 

and why and how? 

 

Our trust is in God, in Christ, and in the truth of God's 

promises. Wm TYNDALE 

 

Prayer is only lovely and weighty, as the heart is in it, 

and not otherwise. It is not the lifting up of the voice, nor 

the wringing of the hands, nor the beating of the chest, 

nor an affected tone, nor studied motions, nor angelic 

expressions, but the stirrings of the heart, that God looks 

at in prayer. BROOKS 

 

Jeremiah 29:12-13  …you will call upon Me and 

go and pray to Me, and I will listen to 

you.  (13)  And you will seek Me and find Me, 



2 
 

when you search for Me with all your heart. 

 

 What He Wants to Hear 

 

Psalms 34: 18  The LORD is near to those who 

have a broken heart, And saves such as have 

a contrite spirit. 

 

 In Christ 

 

When God hears our prayers, it is neither for our own 

sakes nor yet for our prayers' sake, but it is for his own 

sake, and his Son's sake, and his glory's sake, and his 

promise's sake. BROOKES 

 

  Not Merit 

 

Ephesians 3:12  in whom we have boldness 

and access with confidence through faith in 

Him. 

 

  Not Scorners 

 

Proverbs 1:24-30  Because I have called and 

you refused, I have stretched out my hand and 

no one regarded,  (25)  Because you 

disdained all my counsel, And would have 

none of my rebuke,  (26)  I also will laugh at 

your calamity; I will mock when your terror 

comes,  (27)  When your terror comes like a 

storm, And your destruction comes like a 

whirlwind, When distress and anguish come 

upon you.  (28)  "Then they will call on me, but I 

will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but 

they will not find me.  (29)  Because they hated 

knowledge And did not choose the fear of the 

LORD,  (30)  They would have none of my 

counsel And despised my every rebuke. 

 

  Not Dedication 

 

Matthew 6:7  And when you pray, do not use 

vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they 

think that they will be heard for their many 

words. 

 

  Christ Alone 

 

It is the face of His dear Son, the obedient and gracious 

Jesus, pleading on your behalf that endears you in 

heaven, that gives you a beloved hearing at the throne of 

God’s grace.  

 

Psalms 62:5-8  My soul, wait silently for God 

alone, For my expectation is from Him.  (6)  He 

only is my rock and my salvation; He is my 

defense; I shall not be moved.  (7)  In God is 

my salvation and my glory; The rock of my 

strength, And my refuge, is in God.  (8)  Trust in 

Him at all times, you people; Pour out your 

heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah 

 

 How do you come? Is it humbly, lovingly, 

thankfully and full of faith? 

 

 This is the first step in striving in prayer, getting 

a solid grip on what you are doing and why.  Next week 

we will move on to what Paul teaches us about prayer 

when he says… 

 

Romans 15:30  Now I beg you, brethren, 

through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the 

love of the Spirit, that you strive together with 

me in prayers to God for me, 


