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THE LORD’S DAY MORNNG MESSAGE 

AUGUST 23, 2020 

DWELLING IN THE HIGH AND LOFTY PLACE 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 FROM THE PSALMS TO THE PROPHETS 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:7-10  …the mystery of lawlessness 

is already at work; only He who now restrains will do 

so until He is taken out of the way.  (8)  And then 

the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will 

consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy 

with the brightness of His coming.  (9)  The coming 

of the lawless one is according to the working of 

Satan, with all power, signs, and lying 

wonders,  (10)  and with all unrighteous deception 

among those who perish, because they did not 

receive the love of the truth, that they might be 

saved. 

 

THE TEXT 

 

Isaiah 57:15  For thus says the High and Lofty 

One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 

"I dwell in the high and holy place, With him 

who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive 

the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart 

of the contrite ones. 

 

THE DELIVERNACE OF THE RIGHTEOUS 

 

Isaiah 57:1-2  The righteous perishes, And no 

man takes it to heart; Merciful men are taken 

away, While no one considers That the 

righteous is taken away from evil.  (2)  He shall 

enter into peace; They shall rest in their beds, 

Each one walking in his uprightness. 

 

 Background 
 

Isaiah 56:10-12  His watchmen are blind, They are all 

ignorant; They are all dumb dogs, They cannot 

bark; Sleeping, lying down, loving to 

slumber.  (11)  Yes, they are greedy dogs Which 

never have enough. And they are shepherds Who 

cannot understand; They all look to their own way, 

Every one for his own gain, From his own 

territory.  (12)  "Come," one says, "I will bring wine, 

And we will fill ourselves with intoxicating drink; 

Tomorrow will be as today, And much more 

abundant." 

 

The Righteous Perish and The Merciful Are 

Taken Away 

 

  The Spacious Theater 

 

  The Reason for What They Are Seeing 

 

   The Gift of Life (The Long and 

Short of It) 

 

  The Cause of Their Reluctance 

 

Consequently, we see that the Lord, at that time, 

gathered many good men, whose death foreshadowed 

(or threatened) some dreadful calamity, and yet that the 

Jews paid no regard to such forewarnings, and even 

proceeded to more daring lengths of wickedness. 

CALVIN 

 

Ezekiel 14:21-23  For thus says the Lord GOD: "How 

much more it shall be when I send My four severe 

judgments on Jerusalem—the sword and famine 

and wild beasts and pestilence—to cut off man 

and beast from it?  (22)  Yet behold, there shall be 

left in it a remnant who will be brought out, both 

sons and daughters; surely they will come out to 

you, and you will see their ways and their doings. 

Then you will be comforted concerning the disaster 

that I have brought upon Jerusalem, all that I have 

brought upon it.  (23)  And they will comfort you, 

when you see their ways and their doings; and you 

shall know that I have done nothing without cause 

that I have done in it," says the Lord GOD. 

 

Luke 12:54-56  Then He also said to the multitudes, 

"Whenever you see a cloud rising out of the west, 

immediately you say, 'A shower is coming'; and so it 

is.  (55)  And when you see the south wind blow, 

you say, 'There will be hot weather'; and there 

is.  (56)  Hypocrites! You can discern the face of the 

sky and of the earth, but how is it you do not 

discern this time? 

 

" This is a beautiful sentiment, that God removes 

righteous and good men from a world unworthy of them, 

and takes them to himself, so that they are not stained by 

the offences of their time, or mingled with the prevailing 

corruption that universally devours, and do not consent 

to it, or connive at it, and thus expose themselves to 

similar judgments of God, which have been decreed and 

appointed for the ungodly. It has undoubtedly been 

remarked by the wise in every age, that the sudden death 

of good and judicious men is a clear indication of the 

approaching ruin of a state." — VITRINGA (Dutch 

Theologian) 
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THE MOCKERY AND STATE OF THE WICKED 

 

Isaiah 57:3-6  "But come here, You sons of the 

sorceress, You offspring of the adulterer and 

the harlot!  (4)  Whom do you ridicule? Against 

whom do you make a wide mouth And stick 

out the tongue? Are you not children of 

transgression, Offspring of 

falsehood,  (5)  Inflaming yourselves with gods 

under every green tree, Slaying the children in 

the valleys, Under the clefts of the 

rocks?  (6)  Among the smooth stones of the 

stream Is your portion; They, they, are your lot! 

Even to them you have poured a drink offering, 

You have offered a grain offering. Should I 

receive comfort in these? 

 

 Childish Mockery 
 

John 8:38-42  I speak what I have seen with My 

Father, and you do what you have seen with your 

father."  (39)  They answered and said to Him, 

"Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you 

were Abraham's children, you would do the works 

of Abraham.  (40)  But now you seek to kill Me, a 

Man who has told you the truth which I heard from 

God. Abraham did not do this.  (41)  You do the 

deeds of your father." Then they said to Him, "We 

were not born of fornication; we have one Father—

God."  (42)  Jesus said to them, "If God were your 

Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth 

and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, 

but He sent Me. 

 

Psalms 12:2-4  They speak idly everyone with his 

neighbor; With flattering lips and a double heart 

they speak.  (3)  May the LORD cut off all flattering 

lips, And the tongue that speaks proud 

things,  (4)  Who have said, "With our tongue we will 

prevail; Our lips are our own; Who is lord over us?" 

 

 A Product of Their Times 
 

2 Kings 21:1-7  Manasseh was twelve years old when 

he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in 

Jerusalem. His mother's name was 

Hephzibah.  (2)  And he did evil in the sight of the 

LORD, according to the abominations of the 

nations whom the LORD had cast out before the 

children of Israel.  (3)  For he rebuilt the high places 

which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; he raised 

up altars for Baal, and made a wooden image, as 

Ahab king of Israel had done; and he worshiped all 

the host of heaven and served them.  (4)  He also 

built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the 

LORD had said, "In Jerusalem I will put My 

name."  (5)  And he built altars for all the host of 

heaven in the two courts of the house of the 

LORD.  (6)  Also he made his son pass through the 

fire, practiced soothsaying, used witchcraft, and 

consulted spiritists and mediums. He did much evil 

in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to 

anger.  (7)  He even set a carved image of Asherah 

that he had made, in the house of which the LORD 

had said to David and to Solomon his son, "In this 

house and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of 

all the tribes of Israel, I will put My name forever; 

  

Children of Transgression, Offspring of 

Falsehood 

 

  Adulterous Idolaters 
 

Joshua 24:19-25  But Joshua said to the people, 

"You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. 

He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your 

transgressions nor your sins.  (20)  If you forsake the 

LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and 

do you harm and consume you, after He has done 

you good."  (21)  And the people said to Joshua, 

"No, but we will serve the LORD!"  (22)  So Joshua 

said to the people, "You are witnesses against 

yourselves that you have chosen the LORD for 

yourselves, to serve Him." And they said, "We are 

witnesses!"  (23)  "Now therefore," he said, "put away 

the foreign gods which are among you, and incline 

your heart to the LORD God of Israel."  (24)  And the 

people said to Joshua, "The LORD our God we will 

serve, and His voice we will obey!"  (25)  So Joshua 

made a covenant with the people that day, and 

made for them a statute and an ordinance in 

Shechem. 

 

  Raising Children in the Fear and 

Admonition of Moloch 

 

   Idolaters Breed Idolaters 

 

   Smooth Stone Worshippers 

 

   The Lesson 
 

Colossians 3:2-7  Set your mind on things above, not 

on things on the earth.  (3)  For you died, and your 

life is hidden with Christ in God.  (4)  When Christ 

who is our life appears, then you also will appear 

with Him in glory.  (5)  Therefore put to death your 

members which are on the earth: fornication, 
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uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, 

which is idolatry.  (6)  Because of these things the 

wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 

disobedience,  (7)  in which you yourselves once 

walked when you lived in them. 

 

Isaiah 57:7-9  "On a lofty and high mountain 

You have set your bed; Even there you went up 

To offer sacrifice.  (8)  Also behind the doors 

and their posts You have set up your 

remembrance; For you have uncovered 

yourself to those other than Me, And have 

gone up to them; You have enlarged your bed 

And made a covenant with them; You have 

loved their bed, Where you saw their 

nudity.  (9)  You went to the king with ointment, 

And increased your perfumes; You sent your 

messengers far off, And even descended to 

Sheol. 

 

 DOOR POSTS AND LINTELS 

 

 WOOING MOLOCH 

They went to the Temple of Moloch in the Land 

of the Ammonites, there to worship and 

sacrifice to him where his chief dwelling was, 

and as it were there to allure him to come and 

take a dwelling among them; and this they did 

before Manasseh, set up the Image of Moloch in 

the valley of … Hinnom. Wm DAY 

 

Isaiah 57:15  For thus says the High and Lofty 

One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: 

"I dwell in the high and holy place, With him 

who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive 

the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart 

of the contrite ones. 
 

"You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. 

He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your 

transgressions nor your sins.  (20)  If you forsake the 

LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and 

do you harm and consume you, after He has done 

you good." 
 

1 Peter 1:13-19  Therefore gird up the loins of your 

mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the 

grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation 

of Jesus Christ;  (14)  as obedient children, not 

conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your 

ignorance;  (15)  but as He who called you is holy, 

you also be holy in all your conduct,  (16)  because 

it is written, "BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  (17)  And if 

you call on the Father, who without partiality judges 

according to each one's work, conduct yourselves 

throughout the time of your stay here in 

fear;  (18)  knowing that you were not redeemed 

with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 

aimless conduct received by tradition from your 

fathers,  (19)  but with the precious blood of Christ, 

as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

 

  

  

 


