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TBPC MORNING WORSHIP  

07/12/2020 

PSALM 139—SEARCH ME 

VERSES 23-24 

THE INTRODUCTION 

 

 THE ADMIRAL’S CODE 

 
"The soldier who shall take the name of God in vain shall be 

publicly pilloried (that is, put into stocks) on three (different) 

days, three hours at a time. And at the end he shall, with bared 

head, ask pardon of God."  

 

 THE THIRD COMMENDMENT 

 
Q. 112. What is required in the third 

commandment?  

 

A. The third commandment requires, that the name of God, his 

titles, attributes, ordinances, the word, sacraments, prayer, 

oaths, vows, lots, his works, and whatsoever else there is 

whereby he makes himself known, be holily and reverently 

used in thought, meditation, word, and writing; by an holy 

profession, and answerable conversation, to the glory of God, 

and the good of ourselves, and others.  

 
Q. 113. What are the sins forbidden in the third 

commandment?  

 

A. The sins forbidden in the third commandment are, the not 

using of God’s name as is required; and the abuse of it in an 

ignorant, vain, irreverent, profane, superstitious, or wicked 

mentioning or otherwise using his titles, attributes, 

ordinances, or works, by blasphemy, perjury; ….  or any wise 

opposing of God’s truth, grace, and ways; making profession 

of religion in hypocrisy, or for sinister ends; being ashamed of 

it, or a shame to it, by uncomformable, unwise, unfruitful, and 

offensive walking, or backsliding from it. 

 

  Logical Harmony 

 

   Professing the Word 

 

Psalms 139:1-3  O LORD, You have searched 

me and known me.  (2)  You know my sitting 

down and my rising up; You understand my 

thought afar off.  (3)  You comprehend my 

path and my lying down, And are acquainted 

with all my ways. 

 

   Offering Prayer 

 

  We Have a Redeemer 

 

Colossians 2:13-14  And you, being dead in 

your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 

flesh, He has made alive together with Him, 

having forgiven you all trespasses,  (14)  having 

wiped out the handwriting of requirements that 

was against us, which was contrary to us. And 

He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it 

to the cross. 

 

THE TEXT 

 

Psalms 139:23-24  Search me, O God, and 

know my heart; Try me, and know my 

anxieties;  (24)  And see if there is any wicked 

way in me, And lead me in the way 

everlasting. 

 

The dead letters, worn smooth by frequent use, may drop 

freely from callous lips, leaving no sense of scalding on the 

conscience; and yet, truth of God though they are, they may be 

turned into a lie in the act of utterance. ARNOT 

  

SEARCH ME 

 

 Intensely Personal 

 

 Intensely Thorough 

 

Job 28:3-4  Man puts an end to darkness, And 

searches every recess For ore in the darkness and 

the shadow of death.  (4)  He breaks open a shaft 

away from people; In places forgotten by feet They 

hang far away from men; They swing to and fro.   

 

Proverbs 17:3  The refining pot is for silver and the 

furnace for gold, But the LORD tests the hearts. 

 

  The Need for Courage 

 

O GOD 

 

 The Who 

 

 The Knowing Parent 

 

 Inviting God 

 
Here (David) implores the exercise of that omniscience in his 

own case, not because he was faultless, but because, being 

faulty even beyond his own knowledge, he desired the scrutiny 

of omniscience, that no lust might remain unmortified, no 

religious error uncorrected, and no duty unknown or undone. 

PLUMER 

 

KNOW MY HEART 

 



2 
 

 Inside Out 
 

Jeremiah 17:9-10  "The heart is deceitful above all 

things, And desperately wicked; Who can know 

it?  (10)  I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the 

mind, Even to give every man according to his 

ways, According to the fruit of his doings. 

 

TRY ME 
 

Psalms 11:4-5  The LORD is in His holy temple, The 

LORD's throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His 

eyelids test the sons of men.  (5)  The LORD tests the 

righteous, But the wicked and the one who loves 

violence His soul hates. 

 

True faith is precious; it is like gold, it will endure a trial. DICKSON 

 

Psalms 66:8-10  Oh, bless our God, you peoples! 

And make the voice of His praise to be 

heard,  (9)  Who keeps our soul among the living, 

And does not allow our feet to be moved.  (10)  For 

You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us as 

silver is refined. 

 

Job 23:10  But He knows the way that I take; When 

He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold. 

 

AND KNOW MY THOUGHTS—or DISQUIETING 

ANXIETIES 

 

AND SEE 

 

ANY WICKED WAY IN ME… 
 

Psalms 44:20-21  If we had forgotten the name of 

our God, Or stretched out our hands to a foreign 

god,  (21)  Would not God search this out? For He 

knows the secrets of the heart. 

 
There are chambers receding within chambers, in that deepest 

of all deep things, a sinner's heart, which no mere human 

investigation ever will reach. VAUGHN 

 

 Nothing That Grieves 

 

AND LEAD ME IN THE WAY EVERLASTING 

 

 Only the Christian  
 

Lamentations 3:40-41  Let us search out and 

examine our ways, And turn back to the 

LORD;  (41)  Let us lift our hearts and hands To God 

in heaven. 

 

 Not Necessarily Painless 

 

Psalms 73:22-26  I was so foolish and ignorant; I was 

like a beast before You.  (23)  Nevertheless I am 

continually with You; You hold me by my right 

hand.  (24)  You will guide me with Your counsel, 

And afterward receive me to glory.  (25)  Whom 

have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon 

earth that I desire besides You.  (26)  My flesh and 

my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart 

and my portion forever. 

 

Jeremiah 6:16  Thus says the LORD: "Stand in the 

ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the 

good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for 

your souls. But they said, 'We will not walk in it.' 

 

THE CIRCLE OF CONCLUSION 

 

 A Different Sort of Thing 

 
The difference between an unconverted and a converted man 

is not that the one has sins, and the other has none; but that 

the one takes part with his cherished sins against a dreaded 

God, and the other takes part with a reconciled God against 

his hated sins . ARNOT 

 

 Three Things to Remember 

 

1. It expresses a wish…  

2. It expresses a confidence…  

3. It expresses a desire… 

 
I call upon you to be cautious in using this prayer. It is easy to 

mock God, by asking him to search you whilst you have made 

but little effort to search yourselves, and perhaps still less to 

act upon the result of the scrutiny. MELVILLE 

 

1 Peter 1:17-19  And if you call on the Father, who 

without partiality judges according to each one's 

work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of 

your stay here in fear;  (18)  knowing that you were 

not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or 

gold, from your aimless conduct received by 

tradition from your fathers,  (19)  but with the 

precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot. 

 


